
Sermon for Trinity 5– Luke 5:1-11 
 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

There he was bowed down at his Lord’s feet because of what he had just seen.  Simon Peter 
was at Jesus' knees, begging Him—to go away.  Say what? Yes, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful 
man, O Lord,” he said.  Simon Peter knew who Jesus was, at least superficially.  His brother Andrew 
had introduced him when they had gone out to the Jordan River to receive John's Baptism.  Peter 
followed him around for a while, but when Jesus had made his headquarters in Capernaum by the 
Sea of Galilee, after he was rejected at Nazareth, Simon seems to have gone back to fishing.  After 
all, maybe this Jesus, this carpenter from Nazareth, wasn’t all He was cracked up to be.    

 One day it happened that the crowd came pressing in to hear Jesus, and Jesus pressed Simon's 
boat into service.  That was OK.  It was the least he could do—let Jesus use his boat as a pulpit while 
he finished washing and mending his nets.  But then, after teaching, Jesus invades Peter’s space.  He 
took over.  He took charge.  “Put out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.”  And He sat 
down in the boat, expecting to go.  Jesus had just come into Peter's wheelhouse. 

  “Master,” Peter calls him, “we have toiled all night and took nothing! But at your word,” with 
a sigh, “I will let down the nets.”  Jesus was no fisherman; He was a carpenter.  Peter was a fisherman.  
He knew there were no fish where Jesus told him to let down the net.  It was an unreasonable 
command.  What right did this carpenter have telling a fisherman what to do? Who’s out of their 
depths here? Does Peter go into the woodshop and tell Jesus to saw the lumber with the grain?!?  

At any rate, Peter obeys Christ’s command.  Now just imagine you are watching a fishing 
video on YouTube, or a show on Animal Planet.  They're rowing out into the deep water.  Jesus has 
a bit of a smile and a far-away look in his eyes.  Peter, hemming and hawing, is checking and 
preparing his newly washed nets.  A slight breeze ruffles the surface.  All is quiet.  Then Jesus says, 
“NOW! Let down the nets.  Now Peter!” Peter looks at his nets, shrugs his shoulders a bit, and lets 
them out. 

 No sooner are the nets all the way out that it becomes apparent that the nets are suddenly 
full of fish.  As they begin to haul them in, the nets begin to tear.  After a long night of nothing, they 
have to call their partners.  “Help! – Get over here! - we're going under!” Both boats are so full of fish 
they are taking on water. 

 Suddenly a rush of shame comes over Peter.  My lord, who is this? He's got to have some 
kind a connection with God.  I don't deserve this.  He's going to turn around and judge me, and hold 
me to account.  And he falls down at Jesus' knees, “Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man.” 

 They were all afraid - what was Jesus going to do next? But Jesus will have none of it.  “Do 
not be afraid, from now on you will be catching men” - the word for “catching” here means “catching 
them alive.” 

 So Peter, James, and John left to follow Jesus.  They left two boatloads of fish with Zebedee 
to follow Him.  Why? Because Jesus demonstrated His Divine Sovereignty by filling boats with fish? 
No! In fact, that's what made Peter tell Jesus, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man.”  Jesus had 
come into his vocation, his wheelhouse, and shown His power.  That’s frightening! But a show of 
God’s omnipotence was not the reason why Christ came, for what did He say next? “Do not be 
afraid.”  Not power, but mercy! To shepherds in the fields keeping watch over their flocks by night, 
“Do not be afraid.”  To the women at the empty tomb, “Do not be afraid.”  God comes to us to show 



mercy, not power! And it’s the same for Peter and us.  Jesus forgives, because Jesus wants US.  He 
receives us. “Come with me into the mission,” He says. “You are forgiven!” 

 Jesus doesn't pick the great spiritual specimens.  He doesn’t draft the pure shining heroes.  
He doesn't look for the flawless saints.  There are none.  He doesn't grab the ones who think they've 
got it all together. No - He takes the sinners.  He uses forgiven sinners to go fishing for more sinners.  
We’re all broken in one way or another.  We’re all desperate to hear the good news that Jesus forgives 
our sins, and this is what makes us desperate to bring the good news of Christ to everyone else. 

 Where have you been broken? Where has The Lord come into your wheelhouse, your space, 
so to speak, and shown His power? It’s your life, after all.  You run it, don’t you? Where did you 
think you had it all together, but then found out, nope, you didn’t? Or, we could ask it another way, 
who, or what, is your IDOL? 

 Now, usually in the church we try to hide our idols.  We don't want anyone to know.  What 
do you keep from your husband, your wife, your children? What do you hide from your mom and 
dad? What are you quick to put away, or go to another screen, if someone walks into the room 
unbeknownst to you? What are you afraid to admit to anyone else, even yourself? And your old 
Adam, your flesh, makes you think you can hide those things from God! Oh you think so, do you?  
What are those sights, activities, and thoughts that draw you in over and over despite your best 
intentions? That you think you can’t do without? I don't know yours, but God knows.  God sees.  
Even the secret corners of our hearts.  

And then God comes to demonstrate His power, like He did with Peter, like when He just 
shows up in your boat and fills it with fish, and like with you and me, right now, with this Gospel 
reading.  Our place then, is to fall down at the knees of Jesus, confessing with Peter, “I am a sinful 
man.”  But then don't keep Him at arm’s length.  Don’t tell Him to go away.  Instead, REPENT! Leave 
behind the lie, stop pretending to be your own god, stop trying to establish your own version of the 
truth, stop seeking to earn your own way into God's good graces.  Without Jesus, you are lost, you 
are unclean.   There's no hope for you inside you.  But there is an ABUNDANCE of HOPE in the One 
who is standing right there with you, in your boat, filling it with fish.   He says to you, as He said to 
Peter – “Stop being afraid.  From now on you will be catching men.” 

With these words Jesus forgave Peter, washed him, cleaned him, filled him with peace, 
wholeness, and everlasting life.  Notice, Jesus does NOT say, “Oh Peter, you're really a good person.  
You're really OK.  This sin business is just a figment of your imagination.  I'm here to help you unlock 
the potential you already have within you.”  

No, He says, "Fear not," as if to say, “Peter, that sin is real and it'll kill you, but I'm going to 
take that sin from you.  I'm going to renew and refresh you.  I'm going to take all your sins and set 
them aside, so that they are no longer between us.  And then, we're going fishing.  Fishing for not 
more fish, but more sinners.  You don't know yet, Peter, how we're going to do that.  But I’m going 
to unfold that for you in the next three years with me - but right now, follow me.” 

What else is Peter going to see, following Jesus? He will see a young man raised from the dead 
at Nain.  He will go into a house with Jesus to bring back to life the little daughter of Jairus.  He 
would watch Jesus feed 5000, and seeing Jesus walk on water, he would walk on the water himself.  
He would see the majesty of God during Jesus’ Transfiguration.  Peter would confess that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of the Living God, but then balk when Jesus began to explain that the Christ must 
go up to Jerusalem to suffer and die and rise again. 



Yet as impressive as all that was, nothing would compare to Jesus’ death on the cross, 
followed by His surprising resurrection from the dead.  But most surprising of all, Peter will see 
Jesus again restoring him by the Sea of Galilee - three times asking him – “Do you love me?” “Yes, 
LORD, you know that I love you.” “Feed my sheep.” All so that just 50 days after the resurrection, 
Peter was preaching: “This Jesus, whom you crucified, God raised from the dead, and of that we are 
witnesses.” 

About all that, Peter would later write: “He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that 
we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.  For you were 
straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls … For Christ 
also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being 
put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit.” 

The righteous for the unrighteous? Yes! Every human expectation is turned upside down by 
Jesus in His cross.  This is the Great Exchange: Sinners are declared righteous.  Those who die - live.  
Those who suffer are lifted up.  Those who are persecuted are blessed.  Those who are wicked are 
acquitted.  All this is due to the extraordinary sacrifice on the cross, for the sins of the whole world, 
of the One who is God in the flesh.  All of this is given at His enormous cost to people who have no 
reason to expect it—who sometimes feel like saying – “Depart from me.” And how does Christ 
respond? Not in power and wrath, but in mercy and forgiveness: “Do not be afraid!” 

Because of that, the grace of God shows up in a little splash of water in Holy Baptism.  The 
forgiveness of sins is revealed in the human word and touch of Holy Absolution, and life itself is 
given in the very Body and Blood of Christ in the Sacrament of the Altar.  Jesus takes everything that 
belongs to us - our sin and death - so as to give us all that belongs to Him—forgiveness and 
everlasting life. 

And that's ultimately why Peter began to follow Jesus.  It wasn't just the boatload of fish.  But 
he followed Jesus because he was forgiven, and because he wanted to find out more about this 
catching men.  That's also where we are, right now, at the feet of Jesus.  With nail pierced hands, He 
lifts us up.  With a voice full of mercy, He says to us, “Fear not, from now on you're going to be 
catching men.”   

So that's the story.  Jesus comes to sinners.  And Jesus uses sinners to find more sinners.  From 
here we're going to put out into the deep to cast our nets.  We ask ourselves: Who are the hurting 
and broken people in our lives? How do we as forgiven sinners fish for more sinners, to catch them 
alive? The Holy Scriptures, and especially the concentrated version found in the Small Catechism, is 
our net designed to give the greatest possible comfort in Jesus Christ to penitent sinners, to hurting 
and broken people, just like us.  Our Lord and Master will turn no one away.  How could He? He 
died for one and all—you included.  His grace heals all wounds.  His mercy welcomes all sinners. 

And because He has taken into Himself everything that is ours, He now gives you HIS PLACE 
as a beloved child of God, and makes you a forgiven fisher of men.  And if the devil or anyone else 
accuses you, questions your place, brings up your past, all Jesus has to do is to raise His nail pierced 
hand, point to His spear pierced side, from which flowed the blood that covers our sin and the water 
that washes us clean. And then He smiles and says - Come with me.  Let's go.  Let's put out into the 
deep.  We're going fishing! Amen. 

The Peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
Amen. BJF 


