
Sermon for Trinity 10 – Luke 19:41-48 
 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
   
Our Lord makes a prediction in our Gospel for today: “Would that you, even you, had known 

on this day the things that make for peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes.  For the days 
will come upon you, when your enemies will set a barricade around you and surround you and hem 
you in on every side and tear you down to the ground, you and your children within you.  And they 
will not leave one stone upon another…”  What was Christ talking about? What do these words 
mean?  
 

With great precision, our Lord is predicting what would happen in Jerusalem, just over thirty 
years into the future.  In 66 A.D. began what was called the Jewish War in Jerusalem.  Tensions 
between zealous Jews and the Roman government had finally reached a breaking point and war was 
inevitable.  Those who carried forward the misconceived idea of the Messiah, that he was to be a 
political champion over Rome, those who supposedly loved the Temple the most, brought about its 
downfall.  The Roman governor of Judea was no longer Pontius Pilate, but now an official named 
Vespasian.  He was appointed by the Caesar, who was named Nero.  The war began.  But upon the 
announcement of Emperor Nero’s death in 68 A. D., military action was suspended against Judea’s 
capital city.  Soon afterward on July 1st of 69, Vespasian was proclaimed the new emperor of Rome.  
So he assigned the task of conquering Jerusalem to his son Titus. 
 

In 70 A. D. Jerusalem fell.  The Temple, which is the heart of the city, had stopped its daily 
sacrifices and been reduced to a fortress.  It was set on fire and then demolished after the city fell.  
Those who survived the siege, who had not fallen victim to starvation or plague could anticipate 
being sent to the mines, sold into slavery, or shipped off to be fodder for gladiatorial games.  Over 
eighty thousand died in the city and there were many historical accounts of murder, massacre, 
looting, arson, hunger, and desecrated corpses.  The city was burned to the ground.  In fact, it can 
become an eleven mile radius of deforested wasteland.  
 

Future attempts to restore the Temple after 70 A. D. were always unsuccessful.  For Judaism, 
the end of the sacrifice had come.  Now it appeared there was no longer atonement in the world, no 
longer anything that could counterbalance further contamination by evil in the world.  God, who 
had set His name and His presence in the Temple, and thus in a real way dwelt within it, had now 
seemingly lost His dwelling place on earth.  What happened to the Covenant? What about the 
promise? 
 

Back in the 30’s AD, after our Lord made this prediction, He Himself goes into the city, in fact, 
into the Temple.  He drove “out those who sold saying to them, ‘It is written, ‘My house shall be a 
house of prayer,’ but you have made it a den of robbers.’”  He overturned the tables of money-
changers and the seats of those who sold pigeons.  What was Jesus doing? What were He and His 
actions saying? 
 

This cleansing of the Temple, as it’s called, was an act of violence that could not have been 
achieved without violence, even though the Gospel writers did their best to conceal it.  Christ had a 
zeal for the Temple when He said, “You have made my house into a den of robbers.”  The Temple 



was to have God’s constant protection.  But God would not protect a Temple that had turned into a 
den of robbers.   
 

And this is as it was at the Prophet Jeremiah’s time.  In fact, the Lord asks the very same 
question: “Has this house, which is called by my name, become a den of robbers in your eyes?” It 
was obvious to see that from prophet to priest, everyone was shady.  They said, “Peace, peace,” 
when there was no peace.  They felt no shame for what they were doing.  So God gave them over to 
be exiled to Babylon, and their temple was destroyed.   
 

Jesus’ Temple tirade is Jeremiah’s time repeating itself.  Jeremiah’s was the past echo of Jesus’s 
time.  But neither Jeremiah nor Jesus is responsible for destroying the Temple: both, in their zeal, 
indicate who and what it is that truly destroys the Temple. 
 

At His trial, false witnesses accuse our Lord and say that He would destroy the temple and 
in three days build another.  These are close to the words He spoke, but Jesus doesn’t actually say 
He Himself will destroy it, rather it is the den of robbers who abandon it, just as in Jeremiah’s day. 
 

And to be sure, Jesus loved the Temple.  It was His Father’s house.  He taught there gladly.  
He defended it as a house of prayer and always sought to have it fulfill that purpose.  At the same 
time, He knew that the age of this Temple was over and that something new was to come in His 
death and resurrection.  For the era of the Temple and its sacrifices came to an end with the Christ; 
something new began—the original is brought to its fulfillment.     
 

Jewish officials demanded a sign from Jesus.  The sign He gave was the promise He made 
and fulfilled: “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”  The sign is the Cross and 
Resurrection.  The temple is His Body, for He is the One who is risen after three days.  He gathers 
His people today and unites them in the sacrament of His Body and Blood.  Christ Himself is the 
new Temple of humanity.  He has taken the place of the old.  The crucifixion is at the same time the 
destruction of the old Temple and the resurrection is the building of the new one: the Living Ark of 
the Covenant of the crucified and risen Christ.  In this light, the Roman destruction of the Jerusalem 
Temple building in 70 AD was little more than a vague shadow of what happened on the cross.  
 

Our Lord predicted the events that took place leading up to and in the time of His death and 
resurrection.  Christ predicted that Jerusalem would fall some thirty or forty years before it 
happened.  Could our Lord know and predict what is beyond that? Did He know that in 2020 we 
would dealing with all the fear and frustration that comes with a pandemic? Did He know this was 
going to take place today? 
 

Yes, I should say so.  For He still weeps with us.  What’s more, He also safeguards us on this 
day, the day of our visitation which makes for peace.  He teaches us that pestilence or famine or war 
or any type of hardship, even death, will never have the last word.  He promises that even in the 
midst of fear and doubt, the days will be shortened and His elect will be saved.  And we hang on 
His words.  True, God grants to evil a large measure of freedom—too large, we might think.  Even 
so, His visitation is proof positive that history never slips through the fingers of His nail-pierced 
hands.  Amen. 

 

The Peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
Amen.  BJF 


