
Sermon for Trinity 14 – Luke 17:11-19 
 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Our Lord was on His way to Jerusalem passing along between Samaria and Galilee.  Ten 
men suffering from leprosy called to Him from a way off, asking Him for mercy.  He commands 
them to show themselves to the priests and as they went, they were cleansed.  Only one of the 
ten returned to Christ and gave Him thanks for healing him.   
 

We don’t know for sure if the other lepers who were cleansed were grateful for their 
being made clean.  One would think they were.  How could they not be? But only one—a 
Samaritan—returned to glorify God by falling at Christ’s feet to give Him thanks.   
 

Christ healed ten men of a terrible disease.  Lepers were required by law to stand away 
from healthy people and cry out, “unclean!” They were segregated from the world.  They were 
ritually unclean.  This is why they were required to show themselves to the priests if they were 
healed.  A priest would determine if they were permitted to reenter the religious community 
and participate in worship again. 
 

The lepers went to the priests.  Nine of them continued on their way, even after they saw 
that they were all cleansed.  But who was it that cleansed them? Nine of the ten apparently didn’t 
care.  They were clean.  That’s all the mattered.  But it wasn’t all that mattered.  It mattered that 
Christ cleansed them.  Only one out of the ten cared about that.  The fact that Jesus was the One 
who had healed them showed that He was the true High Priest, the One who would shed His 
blood to forgive sinners their sins.  Who, but the promised Christ, the Savior, God’s only-
begotten Son, could, by a mere word, heal men from leprosy? 
 

The Samaritan in this account would never had been accepted as a member of that group 
of ten men had he not been a leper.  The animosity between Jews and Samaritans is documented 
throughout the Gospels.  Jews were the pure-blooded line descended from Jacob.  Samaritans 
were half-breed Jews intermarrying and intermingling religion with pagans.  Outside of Jesus’ 
own interactions with Samaritans, I’m not aware of anywhere else in the Gospels where a 
Samaritan and Jews dwelt together in a sociable way other than these ten lepers.  Misery loves 
company, and when segregated away from the rest of the world, you can’t be too choosey about 
whom you let into your company.  Under normal circumstances the Jews wouldn’t socialize 
with Samaritans.  As said, Samaritans were known for their adherence to false worship.  But this 
Samaritan understood clearly what true worship was.  He glorified God in Christ for showing 
mercy.  That’s the essence of true worship.  We not only recognize Christ as our God, but we 
confess that in Him alone is the mercy we need from God to live. 
 

In many ways, we’re not unlike that Samaritan.  God has put you in situations and 
circumstances where you may be the only one.  You may be the only Christian in your 
classroom, at your job, or in your group of friends.  You’re brought together in these situations 
for various reasons, but God had put you there to let your light shine.  You know what God has 
done for you in Christ by showing you mercy.  His forgiveness for you is the essence of who 



you are.  God works in your life in a specific and glorious way.  Others need to hear what you 
have—Christ’s mercy and forgiveness that never fails.   
 

After the Samaritan returned to Christ, our Lord said to him, “Your faith has made you 
well,” or, more literally, “Your faith has saved you.”  His faith had saved him from leprosy of 
the body.  His faith had saved him from the cause of all diseases of the body and soul. He was 
rescued, delivered, and cleansed of his sins. 
 

God’s mercy is broader than forgiveness, but forgiveness is always at the heart of His 
mercy.  God has pity on all the suffering of the sinful people of this world, even when they 
deserve what they suffer.  God faithfully continues to heal and preserve our bodies, even, at 
times, in spite of ourselves.  We confess as much in Luther’s explanation of the fifth petition: 
“We pray in this petition that our Father in heaven would not look at our sins or deny our prayer 
because of them; we are neither worthy of the things for which we pray nor have we deserved 
them, but we ask that He would give them all to us by grace, for we daily sin much and surely 
deserve nothing but punishment.  So we too will sincerely forgive and gladly do good to those 
who sin against us.” 
 

“Your faith has saved you.”  That’s what Christ said.  That’s what He still says.  Not just 
any faith.  It isn’t some generic, one-size-fits-all faith; it is a specific faith.  It’s the faith that looks 
up to Jesus and knows that for His sake God will always be merciful.  The High Priest has 
sacrificed Himself for us.  He has invited us to show ourselves to Him.  Showing Him our sin, 
He takes it upon Himself.  Confessing to Him our leprous desires, He washes us clean.  We look 
to see the works of the flesh and we see them in ourselves.  We see “adultery, fornication, 
uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of rage, 
selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like.”  
Those who do these things have no share in the kingdom of God.   
 

Then we run to Christ.  We cry out for His mercy, the mercy that flows from the blood 
that He shed for us all.  The heart of His mercy is His dying for us and forgiving us completely 
in body and soul.  Does Christ ever refuse us? Does He ever send us away without receiving 
that for which we prayed? He has not and will not because He cannot.  He is who He is and His 
name is pure mercy.  Jesus saves us. 

 
The Divine Service in the church is where we find our High Priest who ever makes 

intercession for us in heaven.  Here is where we gather to hear the Gospel and receive the 
Sacrament.  Through the words of Christ and Holy Sacrament, God serves us in our need.  We 
receive what we need.  We receive forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.  We receive it every 
time we come, for this is what our Savior wishes to give to us, not just piecemeal, but completely.  
He doesn’t leave us wounded and impure.  We don’t remain in the leprosy of sin.  He sends us 
on our way pure, clean, holy, and forgiven.  And, like with the Samaritan, He chooses to accept 
our thanks and praise for it.  He, who serves us in the Divine Service, enables us to glorify Him.  
And so we do.  Amen.  

 
The Peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus. Amen. BJF 


