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 The story of the ten lepers might be one of the most familiar in all the Scriptures… aside 

from the birth, death and resurrection narratives of our Savior.  You know it – ten lepers met Jesus.  

Ten men were afflicted by the worst disease imaginable in Jesus’ day, a disease that was incurable, 

that indicated to some that the lepers were vile and despicable sinners.  They were required by 

Jewish custom to stand at least 50 yards away from other people.  For all intents and purposes, 

these men were dead and they were imploring Jesus to make them alive.  This is why they cried 

for Jesus’ mercy.  They would need it… to make them alive again. 

 When Jesus saw them, He did an unusual thing.  He didn’t touch them as He frequently did 

when He healed people.  He didn’t wash them as He had done with one healing.  He didn’t even 

pray for them.  All Jesus said was, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.”  The priests of those 

days were responsible for diagnosing and treating leprosy, and they also had the authority to 

declare a person cleansed of his leprosy.  The Scripture then declares, “And as they went they were 

cleansed.”  Suddenly, miraculously, incredibly, they were not lepers anymore.  They were NOT 

the walking dead.  Nine of them went on their way and they were reunited with their wives, their 

friends, and their families.  One came back.  He turned and praised God with a loud voice, it says.  

He fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving Him thanks. 

 Imagine if you would, an elderly woman who was invited by the pastor to come to 

Thanksgiving Day Service at her church.  Her response, “I have nothing to be thankful for.” She 

wondered why she should come.  We think of the stars in the heaven and how God made them and 

loved them. How the trees live and lose their leaves and then come to life again.  How the grass 

grows and the sun sets.  How we have breath in our bodies and how we are blessed to serve others.  

Oh please, beloved in the Lord, never ever believe you have nothing for which to be thankful.  

Even in the worst of times, God has given so much to you and me. 

 Ten were cleansed and nine went to the temple.  Let’s make sure we got this right… 

because they obeyed their Lord.  They listened to His instruction.  So, let’s not be too hard on the 

nine who went their way to the temple.  Honestly they had no other alternative.  1) They obeyed 

Jesus.  2) They were required to go to the temple to get their – “I’m not longer a leper and I’m 

clean” card so they could rejoin society.  And the one who came back to Jesus?  Well, he was 

Samaritan foreigner.  He wasn’t allowed to go to the temple and be pronounced clean by the priest.  

It’s no wonder he went back to Jesus. 

 But here’s the kicker, while the nine went to the temple, so did the Samaritan.  He went to 

the temple that walks around cleaning people, counting them clean, forgiving their sins.  Jesus 

wasn’t picking on the ingratitude of the nine who were cleansed.  He was rather emphasizing the 

gracious fact that the Samaritan knew where the new temple was.  The one that any foreigner could 

approach… the place from which all sins are forgiven… Jesus the Lord. 

 Yet ingratitude is not far from our thoughts, words and deeds.  We have all been less that 

gracious over the gifts that our Lord has provided… even over the providence provided by others.  

We come to expect what blessings we have and sometimes it totally floats out of the realm of us 

realizing how valuable they are simply because they come so often…. Because we have had them 



and never been without them. Luther spoke about the goodness of God and man’s ingratitude when 

he said, “If God was not so good to us, but would give us one arm and one leg when we were born, 

and the other arm at the age of seven, the other leg at the age of 14, and then add something else 

at the age of 21, we would be much more grateful. Just now He showers us with an abundance of 

His Word.” 

 Put in perspective, God’s graciousness now, even during the most challenging times, comes 

in abundance.  When Jesus healed the men with leprosy, He gave them their lives back.  He gave 

sons back to their mothers and husbands back to their wives.  He gave fathers back to their children.  

Like I mentioned before, He brought these men back to life.  And that is something to be thankful 

for. 

 Yes, life is a very challenging thing.  And when it is not so good, it’s very easy to be less 

than thankful.  The reason: life is hard so how can we be thankful for such a hard life especially 

when others seem to have such an easy life.  Even so, life is still a gift, and the better gift is what 

God promises you for the life to come.  God’s people are loved by God and forgiven by God.  

Which means we have the ultimate gift… we have life eternal. 

 So Jesus, when He heals these men with leprosy He also shows us how the unclean are 

made clean again.  His miracle for us happened through a bloody death on the cross.  He took our 

disease into His very body, became unclean on the cross for us, and then gave us His 

righteousness… as a gift.  So like Jesus saying to those men, you are clean, He says that to us 

today.  You are clean.  And we are.  Through His appointed means.  Through the Word and the 

sacraments.  Thanks be to God. 

 We who have received so many of God’s gifts – physical and spiritual – should be the most 

grateful people.  We are the ones who have been blessed by miracles, the miracle of being brought 

to faith and into God’s kingdom, the miracle of being God’s child.  That faith that God has given 

to each of us should now show itself in a response to God’s love.  It’s the kind of gratitude that 

enabled King David to sing, even as he realized that he was a sinful adulterer, 

 Bless the Lord, O my soul’ and all that is within me, bless His holy name!  Bless the Lord, 

O my soul and forget not all your benefits, who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your 

diseases… (Psalm 130) 

 Gratitude like that burst from the heart of St. Paul as he told the Thessalonians, “In 

everything give thanks (1 Thess. 5:18).  Our gratitude should certainly show itself in one of the 

easiest and yet most necessary responses of faith, the worship and the praise of our most gracious 

God. 

 And what a gracious God.  We cannot fathom that gift of cleansing He performed on those 

men.  That was a picture of us.  He has reunited us to the community… to our heavenly family. A 

blessed forgiveness for you.  Oh give thanks to Lord for He is good, and His mercy endures 

forever!  Amen 

 

 The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus.  Amen. 


