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“I work all night I work all day to pay the bills I have to pay. Ain’t it sad? And still there seems to 

never be a single penny left for me. That’s too bad.” The Swedish pop super group Abba sing the 

woes of working hard but not having enough money in their popular 1976 hit called, appropriately 

enough, “Money, Money, Money.”  Of course, money plays a big part in our lives. Money may not 

buy as much as it used to, but the ordinary person is handling more money than ever before. 

 And this is true for the church as well. The church used to operate on the skimpiest of budgets. 

Back in the day, it used to be able to pay its pastors with eggs and chickens from the farm. That’s not 

the case anymore. Members aren’t raising chickens and churches can’t pay huge healthcare premiums 

for the pastor and his family with poultry. Just for grins I looked up the proposed budget for our 

church in 1980.  The total budget was $158,000 as compared to $715,195 in 2020. The Pastor’s annual 

salary was $17,000. Today, we pay more than that per year to have the building cleaned. The world 

has changed. 

 We would like to set the clock back to a time when this parable in the Gospel text – the 

Dishonest Steward – was not so revealing of what the church faces today.  We would much rather go 

back in time… a simpler time… and return to the economic primitivism described in the book of 

Acts: “And all who believed were together and had all things in common; and they sold their 

possessions and goods and distributed them to all, as any had need” (Acts 2:44-45).  We know what 

the preoccupation with money can do to a marriage and family. In fact, about 50% of troubles that 

occur within marriages in the first 5 years center on the issue of finances. 

 This parable falls into what we might call the money section of the Gospel of Luke. 

Immediately preceding the text is the story of the Prodigal Son whose eyes, when it came to money, 

were bigger than his stomach. And five verses after this text we have the story of the rich man and 

Lazarus, which occurred in the lectionary a couple of months ago. Remember, the rich man was 

preoccupied with money to the point of believing that if you want to avoid suffering you can do so 

by having more wealth. He ignored the plight of the poor man and made his way into his fancy estate 

while the dogs licked the sores of the man who suffered greatly. 

 In our text, a steward is caught up in his own dishonest game and is fired by his rich boss. But 

termination means more than losing his job… he also will lose his books. He laments that he is too 

weak to work a laborious job and he is too proud to beg.  So, he devises a scheme to eliminate his 

own profit, and please his debtors.  Their debts are reduced, which also pleases the master, who, in 

turn, gets his money back in full.  What is more he has the debtors write out their transaction in their 

own handwriting in order to protect himself from any further audit. He has won the admiration of his 

master, who seems to “look the other way” at his questionable wheeling and dealing. Perhaps we are 

left scratching our heads a bit trying to figure out how this guy gets away with this.  And, even more, 

gets praise for it. 

 Let’s consider this parable from the master’s perspective. If we do that we don’t focus on the 

steward’s dishonesty but rather on the master’s mercy.  We understand that the master of the house 

is a merciful man, just like the father in the parable of the prodigal son. Even when his goods are 

squandered, the lord of the house shows mercy. The master did not throw the man in jail which would 

have been his right. And, it is this mercy that the steward depends on – it was what he was hoping 

for. The purpose of this parable, then, is to reveal the master’s mercy. 



 Yes, the steward was dishonest.  Yes, he approached the crisis he now finds himself in from 

a human pointed of view – what can he do, humanly speaking, to extricate himself from the mess that 

he has caused?  Like the prodigal son who desired to eat pig food, the unrighteous steward has hit the 

bottom and realizes that he can do nothing for himself. Humanly speaking, there is no escape from 

his crises.  Jesus is not celebrating the dishonesty, He’s directing the disciples to the master’s mercy. 

 We tell lies, we cover up, and we work so hard at protecting ourselves. What do we protect? 

Our reputations? The perception that we are not who people think we are?  We will not hesitate to do 

another wrong in order to cover up the first wrong.  We will not hesitate to bend the truth to make 

ourselves look better.  We do this so that the burden of difficulty stays far from us.  We do this because 

we covet people’s favorable opinions.  We do this because sometimes the truth about you is not so 

savory.  Perhaps you might lose that which is closest to you if people ever really knew. 

 This scares us, like it did the steward.  How was he going to support himself? He couldn’t dig.  

He’s too weak.  He couldn’t beg.  I mean, really, would you ever see that as a good option for your 

life? And when we get scared we hide… or we tell a bigger lie to try to make it right.  But it never 

does.  Another wrong will never make things right. 

 So what do we do? Repent, beloved in the Lord. Take your sins to Jesus. Confess that you are 

actually a sinner who needs a merciful master.  You have it.  Our Lord is the merciful master of our 

lives. So merciful that He gives you His Son so that your inheritance is the Kingdom of Heaven. 

 This Kingdom was brought by Jesus to you by grace through faith. Jesus lived under the law 

of God but also under the same economic laws we live under today. He labored under familiar 

economic ways and was not your typical success story. He was born in a humble stable. He became 

nobody’s favorite son, no people’s choice, and died on an even humbler cross. He was the antithesis 

of the shewed son of this world.  

 The risen Christ now gives His power and direction to the church that still lives in a world of 

money. The children of light are not segregated from the children of the world. Christians are not 

exempt from handling and making money.  We have to. The church cannot escape this fact either.  

Evergy will not take chicken eggs in exchange for keeping the lights on. However, the same direction 

that Jesus gives to our economic life is the same he gives to every other area: the way of sacrificial, 

self-giving love. He said to His disciples, “By this will all know that you are my disciples, if you have 

love for one another.” A good reminder for our life and for the way we approach money. Make it 

your servant and not your master. 

 Money is not the root of all evil. The love of money is. Love God more than money. Love 

God more than anything… even your reputation. Love God and love honesty.  He loves your honesty.  

Be honest with God. Money is not the problem nor is it the solution. Some of the happiest people in 

the world are those who have very little of it.  And some of the saddest people of the world are those 

who have a lot of it. 

 It’s not about money. It’s about mercy. Like the steward, we rely on a master who will have 

mercy.  And we have it.  Thank God. Thank God our master is merciful to sinners like you and me.  

His grace, thank God, is poured out to those who do not deserve it. The world has changed. But our 

Lord hasn’t. He still is merciful and abounding in steadfast love for us.  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  

Amen. 

  

  


