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It has to be one of the worst feelings in the world. All of us know what it feels like. I’m talking about 

the feeling of being lost. 

I’ve been lost – yes, physically lost. Like I can’t find my way back home type of lost.  But there are 

so many other ways one might be lost. For example, a college student not knowing what he wants to major 

in, or, what to be.  Lost could feel like loneliness. A teen that doesn’t have many friends or widow who loses 

her spouse. Lost can feel like that lack of direction, the ever-present confusion that surrounds us… fearing 

what will come next for our family, our job, our nation and the world. Maybe lost is the best way to describe 

our current state of affairs more than any other time in our lives. 

The story in our Gospel text for today is about “being lost.”  One of the sheep that the shepherd cared 

for was not with the others – he was lost – separated – left somewhere to fend for himself.  When we are lost, 

we don’t know where to go or which direction to turn.  We are confused and not on track.  No longer are we 

focused on where the Lord is leading us.  No longer, when we are lost, do we know where to go. We know 

what this means. As Christians we should be aware of some identifying markers of “being lost” so we can 

know for ourselves, our families, and for any others we care about. Today, we go back to the “lost sheep” 

basics… and something new to consider. 

First… the basics: Have no other gods before me. Some turn to other gods – false gods that take the 

place of the one true God.  What are false gods?  A false god is anything that is put before our Lord in 

heaven.  But, what do we put before God that becomes a false god?  Well, some put alcohol or some other 

drug ahead of God.  Some do this because it’s an addiction.  But it doesn’t have to be something so deadly 

on this side of eternity.  Some put laziness ahead of God.  Some put other Sunday morning activities before 

God.  The reality is all of us have put something else in our lives before our Father in heaven.  Some do it 

more often than others.  But none of us are “Lilly white” when it comes to “putting the Lord first in all 

things.”  We turn away from God, we are lost. 

Some turn not to other things but to themselves.  They try to find the truth somewhere deep inside 

their heart – what is truth for them may not be truth for anyone else.  Some believe that they don’t need 

anyone or anything else in the world to carry on with life.  They put their trust in themselves above all things. 

And while we would never proclaim being so comprehensive when it comes to this sin, we have at 

times fallen this way.  Our hope in what we ourselves can do – apart from the Lord – away from His gifts – 

away from His life giving Word, is dangerous.  At times we take what we have been given and believe it has 

been because we deserve it or earned it on our own.  Taking credit for anything above God is putting 

ourselves before God.  We turn away from God.  We are lost. 

And yet some don’t know where to turn.  Some have tried other religions and other philosophies – or 

have made up their own truth.  Some remain confused because they are searching for the Lord in every place 

except where He says He is at – where He reveals Himself.  I’m not sure we understand the magnitude of the 

danger of searching for God in all the wrong places.  I’m not sure we understand how much danger we put 

ourselves in when we take our turn away from God and put all the other things, all the business ahead of 

being served by God, receiving His gifts, and being granted in a place like this the very forgiveness of sins 

and assurance of life in heaven.  Because of this confusion, because we don’t see the severity, we really 

don’t know how lost we are.  We have no idea how far we have strayed from the Good Shepherd Jesus 

Christ.  Our sins attempt to separate us from our God – move us further away from our Lord’s gifts and His 

unending hope. 

Second… something more specific about the present condition of our world. Today in the news you 

see mass gatherings of people protesting some sort of national or global injustice.  Human rights is what has 

grabbed our nation’s attention at the moment.  And it’s true, injustice and discrimination needs to end. 

Americans have the freedom to stand against injustice. But freedom means so much more than this.  And this 

is the part, I’m afraid, many of us are missing. 



Freedom is a two-edged sword… and the Bible talks about it this way.  Freedom “from” oppression 

is what the human rights movement is all about.  But, the freedom in the Bible includes God’s freedom “for” 

the sake of our neighbor.  In other words, we forget that we have been made free by Christ to serve our 

neighbor.  Our world focus too much on our “rights” instead of our blessed obligations. We are free “for” the 

sake of our neighbor… for his wellbeing… physically and spiritually. This freedom puts us into motion… 

not to protest but rather to serve.  We have “lost” what true biblical freedom means. 

As we just took a few moments to survey how our world has lost it way, it may give us a feeling that 

things are hopeless. And it is.  It is hopeless for us because we would be lost forever, wandering around in 

confusion, if our Good Shepherd didn’t venture out looking for us every day.  This is what we know today.  

We are lost on our own.  We are left in confusion without our Lord.  But our Lord seeks us out and finds us.  

He is the seeker, He is the shepherd. 

This is why we use the proper language – why we discover the meaning of being lost and the 

meaning of freedom. We also need to know this proper language: we don’t say that we find God because we 

are lost. We say that God finds us.  He found us by His grace and has given us a faith to hold onto that 

promise of life He gives.  And this gift comes out of His unending love and compassion to seek out the lost.  

His love of us motivates Him to seek us out and find His children that seem to wander away in the mall all 

the time. 

You see, this parable teaches us three things about God’s love.  This is what we learn.  We learn that 

God’s love is individual.  That’s why He seeks each of us out.  That’s why He cares for even the one lost 

sheep out of one hundred.  And that’s why we as your pastors, under-shepherds to the Good Shepherd, care 

for each and every person under our spiritual protection. Being lost, the meaning of freedom, and what it 

means to be found and cared for by the Good Shepherd is how God shows His love for you.   

This parable teaches that God’s love is a patient love.  It seeks us out and will continue to do so, not 

giving up after just one try.  Our God’s love is something we strive to have and that embodies patience.  

Patience truly is a virtue and a virtue that God alone possesses totally and completely.  

We learn that God’s love is a rejoicing love.  He doesn’t dwell on the fact that we go our way and not 

the way of the Lord.  He’s not consumed with the fact that naturally we fall away as He rejoices over finding 

us.  His love is rejoicing over the found lost sinner. 

We also learn that the love of God is a protecting love.  It’s a love that seeks and a love that saves.  

It’s a love that keeps us close to our Lord as He comes closer and closer to us as we get closer and closer to 

Him. 

We rejoice in His love for us because we were lost but now we are found.  We were dead but today 

we are alive again.  That line may sound familiar to you as well.  It’s from the parable of the prodigal son.  

Sometimes it’s called the lost son parable.  As a matter of fact there’s another parable just like the lost sheep 

story Jesus tells.  It’s the one in our text.  It’s the story of the lost coin.  There’s a common theme with each 

of these three parables.  All three are found in the 15th chapter of Luke.  And maybe Jesus needed three 

stories to tell us how lost we really are without our Savior Jesus. 

As we carry out our Christian vocations in helping others, serving in our church and serving in our 

community, we rejoice in knowing that God uses us in bringing His word to the “lost”.  We carry God’s 

word to the lost when we do the Lord’s work right here in this place or wherever we are.  We bring His work 

and Word to the ears and hearts of those who do not believe.  And we see how God uses us to make others 

“found” today. 

And because of Jesus and His gift of grace through faith, we are not lost.  No longer do we fend for 

ourselves – no longer do we have to feel that moment of panic we feel so lost.  The reason: Because our 

Father has brought us back through His Son.  Jesus, the Good Shepherd has set out – has sought us – and we 

are found.  Amen 

 

The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  

Amen. 

 

 



  


