
Sermon for Trinity 2 – Luke 14:15-24 
 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
   

Last week’s parable featured a party so exclusive that one could hardly get in without 
wearing fine linen with all the other best things in life.  Lazarus need not apply.  This week’s 
parable features a host so inclusive that no one is uninvited—in fact, guests must be compelled 
to come.  Every poor, crippled, blind, and lame one is there.  Show in rags and with dogs, 
Lazarus, and you will not be denied—this host will have you.  But still, many refuse the 
invitation…   

 
Our Lord tells us today a parable about a man who gave a great banquet and invited 

many.  The guests who were initially invited did not show up due to their many excuses, so 
other less distinguished guests were brought in to join the banquet.  Christ tells this parable to 
show that nothing is more important to us than His forgiving our sins.  Just as our sins against 
God are the most fearsome enemy we face in this life, so also, the forgiveness of those sins given 
us in Christ is our greatest comfort—yes, the very banquet of heaven.  
 

And God’s forgiving us isn’t just one great treasure among many.  It defines who we are.  
It doesn’t fit into the obligations of life—it is life.  Without the message of the cross, without the 
absolution of God, without hearing the free and full forgiveness of sins for Christ’s sake, we 
have no hope; we have no life.  But with it, we have the banquet of everything we need for this 
life and the next. 
 

The great supper hasn’t changed.  The food is incomparable.  It’s like no other.  It satisfies 
the deepest hunger and brings full health.  It’s the food and drink of eternal life.  Eat and live 
forever.  Drink and never be thirsty again.  It’s a banquet for kings and queens, but God invites 
the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame.  It’s as St. Mary and the Church sing: “He hath 
filled the hungry with good things; and the rich he hath sent empty away.”   
 

Only the hungry want to eat.  Those who are full of themselves turn up their noses at the 
delicacies of heaven.  They have more important things to occupy their time and attention.  They 
need to check out their new property, test out their oxen, and see to the wants of a new wife.  
Whatever it is, the practical concerns of everyday living override the gifts of a gracious God.   
 

Americans are practical people.  In looking at something, we ask basic and down-to-earth 
questions.  What does it do? Does it work? And religion is judged accordingly.  Will it solve my 
problems right now? Can I use it to increase my income? Will it make me new friends? Will it 
advance my career? What good is it? American pragmatism examines God’s Word in light of 
what works and finds it lacking.  You can listen to the Gospel and take it to heart, and remain 
poor, with few friends, be stuck in a dead-end job, have debts you can’t pay, and have persistent 
health problems that won’t go away no matter how much money you spend on doctors and 
treatments.  So the Word of God must not work.  They hear talk about the forgiveness of sins, 
deliverance from death and the devil, and eternal salvation and they think this is just religious 
sounding mumbo jumbo without any real connection to daily life.   



Daily life… our property, our jobs, and our marriages are all gifts from God and God 
certainly has plenty to tell us about these.  But search in vain in the Holy Scriptures to find where 
God tells us that we must balance the duty and joys of work, marriage, and home with the 
Gospel.  There is no balance.  Notice what our Lord says in the words immediately following 
this parable: “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and 
children and brothers and sisters, yes, even his own life, he cannot be My disciple.  Whoever 
does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple.”   
 

But what about our obligations to job, to home, to husband or wife? Doesn’t God have 
some things to say about them? He certainly does.  He says that man who refuses to work should 
be given nothing to eat.  He says that husbands should love their wives as Christ loved the 
Church, and that wives should respect their husbands.  He says that He blesses us with all our 
possessions in life.  God certainly doesn’t tell us to shun all our associations with other people 
and our responsibilities.  He doesn’t want His people to hide from the world, but rather, live in 
it. 

 
The point is that if your property, your work, your children, your husband, your wife, or 

anyone, or anything at all keeps you from the banquet, remember the words of your Lord.  He 
didn’t say, “Seek the kingdom of God and His righteousness, after taking care of your legal and 
family responsibilities.”  He says, “Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all 
these things shall be added to you.”  And something amazing will happen when the Gospel 
takes priority before everything else in our lives: your family will be better off, your work will 
go better, and your property assumes its proper place. 

 
What about other people? Why don’t they take seriously their need for the forgiveness of 

sins that only Christ can give? Many people ignore the Gospel because they can’t see themselves 
as they really are: poor, crippled, blind, and lame.  But we do.  We are the ones invited to the 
great banquet.  We are poor—we can’t afford to pay for it.  We are crippled—life has dealt us 
some blows, sometimes due to our own faults, sometimes as a result of living in this fallen and 
broken world, but here we are.  What’s done is done and we are damaged.  We are blind—we 
need God’s Word from the Holy Spirit in order to see life as it really is.  We are lame—we can’t 
get from here to there on our own.  We are the ones Christ invites. 

We live by mercy.  We, the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame, need God’s pity.  
We need His handout.  But He gives us nothing but the very best.  The banquet He gives us 
transforms us from weak to strong.  We who are poor to pay, are made rich.  We, who suffer 
from more maladies than we can count, are made healthy again.  

 
Today God feeds us with nothing but the finest food and drink.  He knows our sins, 

weaknesses, and spiritual needs.  He satisfies us.  He is the Bread of Life.  Whoever eats and 
drinks His flesh and blood, and trusts in His suffering and death for the forgiveness of sins, will 
never be hungry or thirsty but will forever be satisfied in body and soul. Amen. 
 

The Peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus. Amen.  BJF 


