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 Last week, President Trump stood outside the capital building in Washington D.C. to pay 

respects to Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg where she lie in repose. On cue, even during 

a solemn time held in silence, protesters shouted boos and other unpleasantries at President Trump. 

Maybe because they thought he shouldn’t be there. Maybe because some people will take any 

opportunity they can get to show their displeasure.  Whatever the reason, such things are not 

uncommon especially for people who hold high places during times of national unrest and discord. 

He is popular to some, and very unpopular in the eyes of others. Some think he doesn’t belong. 

 When the president participates in just about any kind of public gesture, people are going to 

watch and perhaps criticize. When Jesus went to dine at the house of a ruler of the Pharisees, people 

were also watching Him quite carefully.  What would He do?  What would He say?  Were these 

protesters or just casual observers?  Perhaps they were both.  You see, Jesus went to place where it 

would be assumed He was not welcome – the house of a Pharisee.  Or, He went to a place where 

people would never expect Him to be – the house of a Pharisee.  This would not be the first time Jesus 

would eat a meal with the Pharisees (11:37-53).  This would not be the first time that the Pharisees 

opposed Him either (6:7-11 & 11:53). 

 The Pharisees believed different than what Jesus taught. They believed they could find favor 

in God’s eyes by simply keeping the law perfectly.  They believed that God favored them to the 

common man because they were holy men who knew the law and made every effort to keep it pure.  

They were guardians, they believed, of God’s Word.  They were the holy men that God put before all 

people and if they weren’t so holy everyone else would have a hard time keeping the law adequately.  

So they watched every move of Jesus. 

 And then Jesus did what they most certainly objected to.  He performed a miracle on the 

Sabbath.  According to the law, no one was to do any work on the Sabbath.  You were not to do any 

work – even if your son or donkey fell into a well on that day.  You leave them until the next day – 

the strictest interpretation of the law would say.  For that reason, Jesus uses that very example.  He 

knew – even though against the law – that they, in their heart of hearts, work to get their son or their 

donkey out of the well.  Even if they didn’t do it, they would think it, and thus break the law.  The 

Pharisees had no answer to the Lord’s questions.   

What about all this work on the Sabbath Day?  Does not working on the Sabbath have merit?  

Is it against the law of God? 

You see, the Pharisees had one interpretation and the Lord Jesus had another.  Our Lord shows 

us how this day of rest given over to the Lord is to be lived.   

Jesus shows us in the Gospels how the Sabbath is to be observed.  Jesus and the Disciples 

walked through grain fields and picked heads of grain and ate because they were hungry.  They did 

this on the Sabbath and the Pharisees were mortified.  Then, on the Sabbath again, Jesus heals a 

crippled woman.  And now, in our text, he heals a man with dropsy (called edema today) on the 

Sabbath.  Jesus shows us that it is not against the law to work on the Sabbath.  That was a Pharisaical 

interpretation of the law.  The Law in the Scripture never says this.  The law is to “honor the Sabbath 

Day.”  The law is not “Don’t work on the Sabbath Day.” 

  So, what can one do on the Sabbath?  Well, there are works of necessity that can be done on 

the Sabbath.  There are works of mercy that can be done on the Sabbath.  If your son or daughter falls 

in the well, I don’t care what day it is, get them out!  This is the Lord’s point.  Human need will 



prevail.  What good is the law if it not good for the people?  Jesus asks in Mark chapter three, “Which 

is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to kill?”  Of course it is to do good 

and to save lives.  That’s what the Sabbath is for anyway.  “The Sabbath was made for man, not man 

for the Sabbath” (Mark 2:27) 

 But while the Pharisees where oh-so-wrong about the law in general and the Sabbath in 

particular, we too are inclined to misrepresent God’s Word.  You see, none of us seem to have much 

of a problem kneeling before our Lord and admitting that we are poor miserable sinners.  It’s the 

truth.  But admitting such a thing when we are in the world with friends and family is something 

altogether different.  Sin is shameful.  So, we always have excuses.  These excuses are made to make 

our faults acceptable.  I remember one person telling me that he keeps on living a life of sin, cheating 

on his family, because he was convinced that God would not want him to be unhappy.  And this is 

what made him happy. 

 This may be an extreme case, but it’s the same with us.  I just didn’t feel like it.  I just couldn’t 

make it because… fill in the blank.  We are filled with excuses.  These are the same kind of excuses 

the Pharisees used to proclaim their superiority over just about everyone else.  And besides, at least 

we aren’t as bad as that other guy – right??  At least I pray every once in a while.  At least I hear 

God’s Word every now and then – right??  Oh how easy it is to be like the Pharisee. 

 We dare not make excuses or serve our own needs.  We serve the needs of others.  And that’s 

what Jesus would say is perfectly acceptable even on the Sabbath.  Jesus heals on the Sabbath.  Jesus 

picks food in the field on the Sabbath.  Was such a work a necessity?  Was such work to the Glory of 

God?  Was it a work out of mercy?  If yes, then work. 

 But we would be remiss to forget that for almost 63 years now (this month), Christ Lutheran 

Church has been doing the Lord’s Work in Parkville (for a short time) and in Platte Woods.  The 

Word has been proclaimed and the Sacraments administered.  The Lord has been placed before God’s 

people for more than six decades, from generation to generation.  God did not create a day where 

works that give glory to our Lord for the sake of His people would ever be considered wrong. And, 

for this important reason, we remember that God gave us the ability to use our talents and our treasures 

for the sake of his church. Do remember that as we approach Stewardship Sunday next week. 

 Just the same, there is no day that it would ever be considered wrong, to praise our Lord for 

what He has done for us.  In our works of service – for more than six decades in this place – we have 

done so from the gift of life and faith won for us in Christ Jesus.  We give thanks and serve Him and 

His Church because He was willing to pay the ultimate price for you and me on the cross.  He marched 

up Golgotha, was nailed to that dreaded tree for the sake of your life today and for eternity.  In Christ 

are our works of service.  But in Christ is so much more for each of you today.  In Christ is your life. 

 So heed the words of the one in this world who is often times not invited to speak.  Listen to 

the one who people protest because they don’t like what he’s saying, what he’s doing or what he 

stands for.  I’m not talking about our president.  I’m talking about Jesus. Hear Him and let Him speak.  

Hear and speak of the message of salvation, the forgiveness of sins – even when the world doesn’t 

want to hear of Him.  Listen to the one who gives you life and share that life with others.  It’s to be 

the voice of Jesus in our homes, in our communities and in our lives.  His life is our life.  

 Today, more than ever, the world doesn’t want to hear the truth from Jesus.  Today, more than 

ever, the world needs what it doesn’t think it needs. It needs Jesus. We need Jesus.  Amen. 

The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  

Amen 

 


