
Sermon for Oculi (Lent III) – Luke 11:14-28 

 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 

      

It seems that sometimes our Lord can’t win.  In today’s Gospel, Jesus is 
darned if He does or darned if He doesn’t.  Christ heals a mute man.  This man 
was both unable to speak and deaf.  For the Greek word kophos means both things.  
This makes sense because it’s quite difficult to speak if you haven’t heard speech.   

So our Lord heals this man by casting out the demon that caused his malady.  
This is God’s mercy in action, a good thing.  Most would agree.  But there’s three 
reactions to this miracle that St. Luke tells us.  First, people marveled.  They were 
astonished by Christ.  They regard Him as great.  And this is the way we see it.  
Every time we pick up our Bible or hear God’s word; every time we witness a 
baptism or receive the Sacrament of the Altar, we marvel at God’s mercy toward 
us.   

The second reaction was some others slandering Jesus.  This was the way of 
the Scribes and Pharisees.  He casts out demons because he is in league with 
demons.  We know that slander, speaking poorly of someone else is a way to put 
them down to make us look better.  This is just what the Pharisees wanted because 
people would regard Jesus as greater than them.   

Then there was the third reaction: they wanted another sign, a sign from 
heaven.  They wanted to see if this Christ is for real.  Perhaps they wanted to be 
amused, like King Herod during Jesus’ passion demanded a miracle do be done 
in his presence.  After all, with God’s Word, why hear it or read it if it doesn’t do 
anything for me or is exciting? 

So our Lord sets to work to address His slanderers.  He simply gives a 
common sense, reasonable argument.  A kingdom cannot be divided against itself.  
And Satan’s kingdom is no different.  Jesus can’t cast out demons with demons.  If 
demons are against demons there is no unity.  Further, a country divided against 
itself doesn’t need to be overthrown; it will fall on its own.  This isn’t some highly 
profound wisdom; in a united country, even small possessions become great.  At 
the same time, great countries fall to pieces through disunity.  It’s not hard to 
knock down a building with no interior supports.   

And Christ goes on against His slanderers with another question: if I cast 
out demons by demons, how do your sons cast them out? Jesus hits them square 
in the mouth: if you praise your sons for doing the same thing I do, you can’t 
condemn me.   



No kingdom can stand against itself, but another kingdom can stand against 
it.  And that’s the next point.  Christ casts out demons by another kingdom: the 
kingdom of God which has come among you.  The kingdom of the devil exists.  
But Christ marshals in a new kingdom—God’s kingdom.  So one is either in the 
devil’s kingdom or God’s kingdom.  Think about it, there is no neutral ground.  
The devil’s kingdom cannot be avoided without the Holy Spirit and God’s 
kingdom cannot come unless the devil’s kingdom is cast out.          

Take the mute man possessed by the demon. Tell me, what could he do, 
even with all the help of the people on earth, to get free from the devil? Nothing.  
Not a thing.  He would have to suffer whatever the demon wanted until Christ 
came with God’s power.   

And Christ comes.  For He is stronger than the devil strong man and 
overcomes him and takes away his armor in which he trusted.  For the devil not 
only wishes to have a kingdom, he wants to preserve it and protect it, so that no 
one can take it from him.  He does not sleep or rest.  He doesn’t take a vacation.  
But God overcomes him and breaks his prison that he might take his possessions 
and goods. 

And that’s where we come in.  Because God is not taking jewels and bricks 
of gold out of the devils house.  He is rescuing us.  For we are the mute man.  We 
are unable to speak.  Unable to confess.  Unable to thank and praise.  All sons of 
Adam inherit original sin.  We naturally act according to this will.  What’s more, 
we are blind, we do not know God.  We are deaf, we do not hear God’s Word.  I 
believe that I cannot believe.  I confess that I cannot confess.   

But Christ died for you and hell’s gates are smashed.  Christ rose for you 
and death’s prison is emptied.  Death has lost its sting and threat.  Christ has 
redeemed His greatest possession, us, through grace from the devil without any 
of our assistance or merit.  The Holy Spirit has called us by the Gospel and we 
believe.  We confess that Jesus Christ is the Son of the Living God as revealed by 
the Father in His holy Word.  So now the devil is mute.  Satan stands silent.  He 
has no sins to point out.  We are baptized and forgiven.   

We are possessed for His kingdom so that we will know Him, see Him, hear 
Him, follow Him, and praise Him.  Christ has won.  For we too are blessed like 
God’s mother and her Son as in “Blessed are those who hear the word of God and 
keep it.” Amen. 

The Peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and 
minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.  BJF 


