
Sermon for Lent III – Luke 11:14-28 
 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
   

During Lent we watch our Lord do battle against the devil.  We have heard the 
devil tempt Christ to sin.  We have heard Jesus casting out the devil from the daughter of 
the Canaanite woman.  Some of these battles are face-to-face all out physical conflicts.  
Today’s gospel has that feature: our Lord casts out a demon from a mute man.  But we 
also hear another aspect to the war that is more cosmic as well.  “For we do not wrestle 
against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic 
powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
places.”  Christ’s battle against the devil is also about true teaching.   
 

There is no such thing as spiritual neutrality.  There is no Switzerland in religion.  
The church on earth is the church militant.  In this war, Christians fight or die.  Just as 
Christ fought against the devil, so must we.   
 

Being indifferent about what the Bible says concedes the victory to Satan.  For the 
devil is not some cartoonish character with pointed tail and pitchfork in hand.  He’s not 
some scary looking monster who growls at you when you walk by.  He’s a liar and the 
father of lies.  Lies, temptations, and deceits are his main weapons.  By teaching lies about 
Christ, he destroys true faith in Christ.  He sows lies among God’s people: “Christ casts 
out demons by the power of the devil.”  But what divided kingdom can stand? 
Furthermore, he spreads the lie that we who are in Christ can live in a carnal security—
that it doesn’t matter what we say, do, or think, because we can’t stray from Christ’s 
righteousness.  For those who live in unrepentant sin, indeed, the last state of the person 
is worse than the first.  And the final seed of doubt he sows is that true blessedness is 
only for those who lived in the days of old, something that we can’t really have apart 
from our own efforts.  To this lie, Christ speaks the truth: “Blessed rather are those who 
hear the Word of God and keep it.” 
 

As blessed as Mary was to give birth to God in the flesh, there is something more 
blessed than that.  Christ said in response to the woman from the crowd, “Blessed rather 
are those who hear the Word of God and keep it.”  You, that bear God in your heart, are 
even more blessed than she who bore God in her womb.  These are wonderful words! To 
hear God’s Word and to keep it is to have God with us, even as God was within Mary.  If 
we hear God’s Word and keep it, God lives with us.  Where His Word is, there God is.  
To keep God’s Word is to keep God.  God makes Himself known by His Word.  God’s 
Word is written.  It’s written in the Holy Scriptures, the prophetic and apostolic writings 
gathered together in the book we call the Bible.   
 

God’s Word is incarnate.  The Word became flesh in the womb of the Virgin Mary 
and was made man.  The Word of God brings God.  God comes to us in His Word.  



“Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it.”  The word “keep” 
means “obey,” when it refers to keeping God’s Law.  We keep the Law by doing what 
the Law requires.  God doesn’t give us His Law to disobey, but to obey.  To keep God’s 
Law is to delight in doing it because this is what God wants us to do.  It is to ponder His 
holy will for our life, as He teaches it to us in His Word, and to conform our lives to it.   

 
The word “keep” also means “believe,” when it refers to keeping the Gospel.  To 

believe the Gospel is to receive the benefits the Gospel gives: forgiveness of sins, life, and 
salvation.  The Scriptures often use the word “keep” as another word for faith.  In St. 
John’s Gospel our Lord says, “If anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.”  It’s as 
if He said, “If anyone believes the Gospel, he will never see death.” 
 

“Blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it.”  So says Jesus, the Word 
made flesh, who, for our sakes, fulfilled every work written of Him in the books of the 
prophets.  God’s Word had to be kept.  The promise of forgiveness had to be fulfilled.  
Jesus alone could keep it.  Jesus kept it.  It sent Him to the cross.  On the cross, He suffered 
for the sins of those who despised His Word, neglected it, disregarded it, disobeyed it, 
and denied it.  He took away the sins for which He suffered.  He destroyed the power of 
the devil.  No longer can the devil claim us by luring us into sin, trapping us in confusion 
and unbelief, and ruling over our souls.  We have, in God’s written Word, the Word made 
flesh who, by keeping God’s Word faithfully all the way to His death on the cross, has 
delivered us from sin, death, and the power of the devil.   
 

“The kingdom of God has come upon you,” Christ says.  It has already arrived.  
Here’s how Dr. Luther explains it: “God’s kingdom comes when our heavenly Father 
gives us His Holy Spirit so that by His grace we believe His holy Word and lead godly 
lives here in time and there in eternity.”  The Holy Spirit comes to us and lives within us.  
He comes to us by the Word that we read, the Word that we hear, the Word that we keep.  
God’s Word is a living word, a word enlivened by Christ’s obedience and suffering.  The 
Word we keep is what keeps us.  When our strength is failing, our health is possibly in 
jeopardy, and our faith is wavering, the Word of God sustains us in the true faith.   
 

There’s nothing we own in the world as valuable as God’s Word.  Keeping God’s 
Word is keeping God.  Where His Word lives, He lives, and we live.  Mary became the 
God-bearer by conceiving in her womb and giving birth to Him who is eternal God.  We, 
too, bear God within us.  Amen. 

 
The Peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus. Amen.  BJF 


