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 A few years ago a woman sat in my study pondering the works of God in what seems to be a 

“godless” world.  Our conversations revealed that she was confident of God’s existence, and that God 

was good, but she couldn’t imagine a God who would allow for there to be a devil.  She did not 

believe the devil existed. 

 She’s not alone. A Barna report, which is a little more than ten years old now, found that four 

out of ten Christians (40%) strongly agreed that Satan “is not a living being but is a symbol of evil.” 

An additional two out of ten Christians (19%) said they “agree somewhat” with that perspective. A 

minority of Christians indicated that they believe Satan is real by disagreeing with the statement that 

the devil is not a living being but rather simply a symbol of evil. 

 The Barna report is more than ten years old. I don’t have any hard data to back up this claim, 

but I would assume that belief that the devil is real has continued to decrease among Christians and 

not increased. And that’s a convenient view for our society.  The world has distanced itself further 

and further from the belief that there is an “absolute truth.”  The world likes to say, God is what you 

make of him.  Your view of God is the reality of what God is.  You make your own truth by what you 

believe.  So, if a person doesn’t want to believe in a devil or a hell, which can be comforting and also 

allow more people to get away with unbelief or sinful actions, then that’s the truth.  This “postmodern” 

worldview not only works with God (your belief about God is truth – no matter what the Bible says 

about Him) it also works good with the devil (if you don’t like him, just say he doesn’t exist.  There, 

he’s gone). 

 In the Gospel text for today Jesus casts out a demon.  It was a mute demon.  And when it left 

the man some said in their hearts, “He casts out demons by Beelzebul, the prince of the demons,” 

which to Jesus didn’t make any sense.  And He explains why.  “Every kingdom divided against itself 

is laid waste, and a divided household falls. And if Satan also is divided against himself, how will his 

kingdom stand?” Jesus was trying to show those who were thinking the worst about Him that Satan 

will not cast out Satan.  The house that stands strong, Jesus would point out, is the house that stands 

together and is not divided.  Take that knowledge and apply it to your own homes, your own families, 

and your parish-family.  The Lord is correct – of course. 

 The devil loved having those people believe that Jesus was from the devil.  He wanted so 

badly for the people to question the authority and power of Jesus.  That’s just what the devil wants.  

He wants you to question “where it comes from.”  He wants you to believe that God is out to get you.  

The devil wants you to believe that he himself does not exist.  Beloved in the Lord – it is deadly for 

this world to believe that God does not exist.  It is just as deadly for this world to believe that 

Satan does not exist.  The reason: if Satan does not exist, then there is no real need for what God has 

done for you.  There is no need for the pain, suffering, death, and resurrection that Jesus has 

accomplished for your salvation.  There is no need for Jesus in the truest sense when there is no devil 

and no hell.  That’s exactly what the devil wants. 

 Some would say, “But we still do need Jesus.  We need His example and His teachings.  Even 

though we don’t believe in the devil, we do need Jesus because He shows us how to live.”  He does 

show us how to live, but that’s not all, and that’s not even the most important thing.  People are stuck 

on what He stood for rather than what He did.  People want to consider the life that Jesus lived and 

not the life Jesus gave.  What Jesus did, what was the most important thing for you and me today, 

was what He did to the devil.  He thwarted his plans and reached out to a lost people, His people, who 



cared more for themselves and loved to either listen to the devil and what he said or listened to the 

devil and believe that he doesn’t exist. 

 The world today has no need for God because it has no belief in the devil.  Not only that, if 

there is no devil, then we call Jesus a liar.  Jesus and those around Him knew full well about Beelzebul, 

“Prince Baal.”  At various times in Israel’s history many abandoned the one true God and worshipped 

Baal.  This false god was instrumental in dividing the kingdom against itself in the Old Testament.  

Both kingdoms eventually were desolated because of their apostasy.  And since that division the term 

Beelzebul was seen specifically as the devil himself – for the devil and his ways divide families, 

houses and nations – whether that be following the devil or ignoring that he even exists. 

 There most certainly is a devil.  The devil tormented Eve in the Garden of Eden by fooling 

her into believing that opening her eyes to see “everything” that God could see (evil included) was a 

good thing.  The devil tormented Job tempting him to curse God because of the suffering that inflicted 

him.  The devil tempted Elisha to take payment for healing in 2 Kings 5.  St. John says, “The Son of 

God appeared for the purpose, that He might destroy the works of the devil” (1 John 3:8).  St. Paul 

says, “The secret to defeating the devil is the power of the Gospel” (Romans 1:16).  Jesus took on the 

temptations of the devil directly in Matthew chapter 4.  Jesus refers to the devil in our text today – 

there definitely is a devil and he seeks to destroy you. 

 And the kind of people the devil wishes to destroy, and works hardest against, are the people 

that are the closest to God.  Do you want to know why Christians go through turmoil, temptation and 

persecutions?  Because the devil is going to work that much harder on the people who share their 

faith and the life that Christ gives all the more.  The devil wants to hold back God and the proclamation 

of His Word as much as he can.  So, he doesn’t mind so much if we talk about Jesus here.  But when 

we go out there – that’s a different story.  He makes it hard on us.  He makes it hard for us.  He already 

has so many convinced that he doesn’t even exist.  See how hard it is? 

 So, use what you get here and keep it with you when you go out there.  And what you get here 

is what sustains you for the rest of your day, for the rest of your week and for the rest of your life.  

Not to be fed once, and then that’s it.  But to be fed by God’s Word of life each and every opportunity 

we get.  

Each time we have the opportunity to receive our Lord’s grace is an opportunity that takes us 

back to the reason God took on flesh for us.  We are making our way to Golgotha each day during 

these 40 days.  We are getting closer and closer to the last supper that will put Jesus with His disciples 

and then take him to that garden where Judas would give Him the kiss of death.  But that kind show 

of affection would eventually lead to the grueling pain that our Savior would suffer.  We are making 

our way down the path of blood spilt for our sins.  We are getting closer and closer to the time when 

we will call the day “Good” – good for us but not for our Savior.  We are making our way to the day 

our Lord would look the devil in the eye – first when He would see those who scourged Him – and 

then in hell when He would face the devil and tell Him that the victory belonged to the Lord and that 

Satan has lost. 

Does the devil exist?  You bet he does.  And because he exists we need Christ in our lives – 

for our life – all the more.  To deny the devil is to deny the Lord and His perfect Word that tells no 

lies.  And as we step with our Lord toward Golgotha this Lenten Season, focus on the cross that Jesus 

our Savior would use to defeat Satan.  And He has – which means in Christ, Satan has no power or 

dominion over us.  Amen 

The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus.  Amen.   


