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 In 1508 Pope Julius II asked Michelangelo to paint the ceiling of the Sistine chapel. He 

reluctantly agreed because he was already neck-deep in work commissioned by the pope… including 

the pope’s own tomb.  It would take him four years to complete this endeavor. 

 What stands out, even to those who have not seen the masterpiece, is the part called “The Creation 

of Adam.” You know it… The heavenly Father has one simple finger stretched out nearly touching the 

tip of Adam’s finger. Adam, the man created in God’s own image. 

 The inspiration for this piece was the medieval hymn “Veni Creator Spiritus”… that is “Come 

Creator Spirit” which asks the “finger of the paternal right hand; to give the faithful speech.” 

 Think about what God has done – what He has made.  Think about the clouds in the sky and the 

grass under our feet.  Think about the most beautiful place you have ever been – looking out over a lake, 

or an ocean, or a field, or a mountain range.  Think about God’s unimaginable power and wonderful 

creation.  God made all of that.  He brought all that about out of nothing.  Think about how perfect it all 

is. The amount of oxygen in the air is what sustains life.  The amount of rain that falls from the sky keeps 

the grass, trees and living things alive – while it comes on its own time – we are sustained.  Try to 

imagine making anything on your own and then realize that God has made you – sustained you, given 

you life – and the life of every living creature by His almighty finger – His touch is what keeps us alive.  

His touch created everything we see – even that which we cannot reach – the stars and planets.  God is 

good.  By His finger His mighty power is produced. 

 Looking around us is one thing – looking in the Scriptures is quite another.  In both the Gospel 

reading and the Old Testament text appointed for this day the “finger of God” is demonstrated.  In the 

Gospel Jesus uses his finger in power to cast out demons.  In the Old Testament text, the text we are 

meditating on this day, the Lord is recognized by Pharaoh’s magicians as having “a hand” in those 

plagues that were ravaging the land of Egypt.  “This is the finger of God” they said.  Even in the midst 

of what God created – the gnats and the flies – He has altered their course and changed what they do.  

He took His marvelous creation that is so amazing in the first place and caused them to do His will for 

the sake of Israel who was enslaved in Egypt. 

 The finger of God is powerful.  It created the earth and the universe and it changed the course of 

His creatures and even would cast out demons.  So powerful is the finger of God.  But with all this power 

also comes some questions. They are questions we have been asking for a long time… questions we hear 

posed to us from our skeptical friends and neighbors… “If God is so powerful, why does He allow 

suffering?  Could He not just get rid of it all together in one sweep of His hand?” 

 The answer would be – yes He could.  He is that powerful.  However, the fact is that there are 

“reasons” for suffering. We live in a fallen world.  Our world of sin – our sin – results in imperfections 

everywhere we turn.  In other words – it’s not God that causes this suffering – it is us.  Our selfishness 

hurts others.  Our defiance hurts us. We have abused the gift of free will. 

 Sometimes it’s nothing at all that we do – but suffering still comes upon us because we live in 

this fallen world.  It might not be seen as our fault that we suffer but we might suffer anyway.  What we 

fail to see is that at times God uses suffering to glorify others and to strengthen our faith in the midst of 

adversity. We call this God’s hidden work because we cannot see the purpose for it. 

 So why is there suffering? Sometimes we don’t know – but God knows and He knows how to 

make good use of it – for you and for others.  Even when we don’t know for sure how, when, or where 

that will happen. Even if we never know at all. 



 Here’s another question – “If God is so powerful, why didn’t He just come down off that cross 

and show everyone that He is God – then all would believe and then everyone would be satisfied that 

He really was God.”  For one thing, they wouldn’t have been satisfied.  Secondly, and most importantly 

to us, we wouldn’t have been either.  If Jesus were to come off that tree like those who mocked Him 

asked, He wouldn’t have completed the work He came to do in the first place.  That’s why He stayed up 

there.  So that we can enjoy the blessings of all our sin dying with the Savior and His Resurrection being 

our very own. 

 And what about dying – could not have God saved us some other way than sending His Son to 

suffer so much? That’s not really the right questions because He wouldn’t.  He wanted you to know that 

you are not alone in all that we go through every day.  He wanted you to realize that there is nothing that 

we could go through that God Himself hasn’t already experienced.  He wanted us to know that He 

suffered and died which means that a part of us dies too – that is our sin – on that cross.  He could have 

done it another way.  And at the same time – there was no other way He would have done it. 

 The finger of God is powerful yet, at time, mysterious.  While the finger of God was upon the 

Egyptians as those plagues showed them who it was that is actually in charge – while the finger of God 

was upon those who were inflicted with demons but yet Jesus would cast them out with His almighty 

finger – while we might not understand suffering or why Jesus had to die the way He did. His power is 

made known through these things.  We have a front row seat at the foot of the cross on Calvary as we 

travel through Lent during this time of year.  Like the man who loved to see the power of the train – we 

can see the power of God through His blood shed for us – His blessings in packages we don’t always 

understand at the time – and His Word which counts us as one of His very own with an inheritance in 

the Kingdom of God because of what Jesus has done for us.  That’s the finger of God at work. 

 Without the finger of God – nothing works.  And His work and strength and means to support us 

come through His will and His doing.  Sometimes that’s not our will – sometimes we don’t even know 

what’s going on.  Sometimes if we search the scriptures and see why it is that God uses His power the 

way He does we can begin, even if it is just on the surface, to make sense of it all. 

 There’s a story of two friends who were trying to find out why their car wouldn’t run. They tore 

the whole engine down till one finally examined to carburetor. “Hey Bill,” he exclaimed.  “I found the 

problem. We’re out of gas!” 

 We have a lot of problems in our world today – understatement of the century, I know. But our 

main problem today is not social unrest, racism or even a global pandemic. Those are symptoms of the 

root problem. The main problem is a spiritual one. We’ve run out of God.  We’ve run out of gas. 

 No, it’s not that God’s power is not here anymore. It’s that we think we don’t need it. Or, if we 

think we do, then we totally misunderstand it. Or, we simply don’t want Him to lead our way. God’s 

power is always expressed through purpose. We may not always understand that purpose – but it’s there.  

And – just like gas – it’s absolutely essential. 

 Here’s the power we need – it looks like blood. The gas that gets us through the day is His blood 

and His righteousness.  We look at the cross during this season of Lent and realize something very 

significant. He loves us so much He would voluntarily suffer for us. He would die for us. He gave us all 

we need by His power. That’s the power He has over all of us. 

 It’s amazing to just look outside. His power is unbelievable He provides. He has given us all we 

have. He is our power and strength and everything we need.  Amen 

 

The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  

Amen  


