
Sermon for Lent V Judica – John 8:46-59 
 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
      

You can’t make a promise without paying the price.  At least, if you want to honor and keep 
the promise.  You have to invest the time, the money, or whatever resources are necessary to honor 
the promise that’s made.  For the promise without the payment is empty.  In the same way, the 
payment without the promise gives nothing.  We need both the promise and the payment to benefit. 
 

Jesus makes a promise in today’s Gospel: “Truly, Truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my 
word, he will never see death.”  That’s a promise.  What else could it be? But it’s also a steep 
promise: “Keep my word and you will never see death.”  Can He make that promise? Did He pay 
the price? 
 

The Epistle reading for today tells us that He did just that.  He entered into the Holy Place, 
the place of judgement before God’s throne by blood.  The blood of goats and calves was the 
required sacrifice of the Mosaic Law.  Without the shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness.  But 
animal sacrifices could only signify the real redemption of innocent blood being spilled in place of 
guilty sinners.  So Christ shed His Own blood, securing for us an eternal redemption.  His was the 
all-sufficient sacrifice which causes God to forgive us.  He appeals to God for us by appealing to 
His death in our place and we are free forever.  Christ fulfilled the sacrificial worship of the Old 
Testament.  He paid the price.  He makes and keeps the promise.  You will never see death. 
 

For us then, the payment (Christ’s death for us) is packaged in the promise (“You will never 
see death”).  How do we get it? How do we receive it so that it’s ours? It’s not as it we can go back 
in time to the first-century Jerusalem cross.  So God must bring the crucifixion to us.  The blood that 
sets us free was shed two thousand years ago, but we live here and now.  The payment must be 
brought to where we live.  This happens by means of the promise—by means of Christ’s Word. 
 

Both Christ’s payment and promise are necessary.  The payment without the promise would 
have God reconciled to us, but we would never be reconciled to God.  God’s anger would be set 
aside, but we would be dead in unbelief, never benefitting from the promise.  If we don’t hear the 
Gospel, we can’t trust in it. 
 

The promise without the payment is also empty.  Without the death of Christ, we are 
unredeemed.  We remain slaves to sin, slaves to death, slaves to the devil.  Today’s delicate religious 
sensibilities shy away from a God who punishes sinners for their sins.  God’s wrath and holiness 
are viewed as a fairy tale from the olden days.  “I can’t really believe that God would keep me out 
of heaven because I did this or that.  I don’t think God would do that.”  You really don’t know, 
though, do you? Not until you look in His word! So the real tragedy in losing the wrath and holiness 
of God is the denial of God punishing His Son for the sins of the world. 
 

God’s demand for holiness, God’s wrath against our sin was placated, stilled, quenched, 
satisfied—chose the word you want that means it was taken away—when Christ died on the cross.  
God’s wrath is not taken away because of something we do; it was taken away when Christ suffered 
and died on the cross for us.   



 
The Bible teaches that God laid the sin of the world on His Incarnate Son and punished Him 

for that sin, thus satisfying the demands of His own justice, and procuring for us the forgiveness of 
sins and eternal life. 
 

Only Christ can take away sins.  Only Christ has made the payment.  Only Christ can give 
the promise.  But these claims of our Lord make people angry.  The Jews were going to throw stones 
at Him for what they considered blasphemy.  Enemies of Jesus still persecute those who agree with 
what He says today. 
 

Christians do not trust in a god who wouldn’t send someone to hell.  Such a god is an idol—
a false god invented by people who don’t want to confess their sins, and who don’t want to admit 
their need for the blood of Christ to be shed for them.  They argue against Jesus’s claim as the only 
way to the Father and to heaven.  But Jesus said, “I am the Way and the Truth and the Life.  No one 
comes to the Father except by Me.” This is what the Bible says.  Eternal damnation upsets them, so 
they think it cannot be true.  They say sin isn’t so serious as to call for such harsh punishment.  They 
are like the caricature of the ostrich who hides its head in the sand for protection while its entire 
body is exposed, pretending there is no danger.  If we pretend there is no divine judgement, there 
is no divine judgment, they think.  So we are accused of being intolerant, loveless, narrow-minded, 
bigoted, ignorant, and a few other things.   
 

Yet let them accuse us.  We have something far more valuable than social approval.  We have 
the promise of Him who destroyed death.  His words give us eternal life—life that is free from 
God’s judgment, free from the sting of death, free from the guilt of sin, and free from the uncertainty 
and hopelessness that plague the consciences of those who don’t know Christ.   
 

They as well as we need both the payment and the promise.  And we have both.  This is why 
Christ can say, with full divine authority, “If anyone keeps my word he shall never see death.”  
Christ has faced death.  He conquered it.  How? By dying in our place as the perfect sacrifice.  Death 
could not hold Him—He has broken its bonds and set us free from death.   
 

Christ gives what He purchased.  He doesn’t sell it.  We are too poor to pay for it.  He doesn’t 
lend it, only to take it back again later.  He doesn’t dangle it in front of our eyes to get us to run 
harder to get it.  He gives it to us.  “If anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.”  “To keep” 
means to hold on to, to believe, to trust in.  To keep His word is to trust His promise. 
 

Those who keep His Word look to see their God on the cross where Christ died.  There Christ 
is our God and our brother.  He said, “Before Abraham was, I AM.”  He is the God who revealed 
Himself to Moses in the burning bush.  We look to this God on the cross because it is there that He 
bears the burden of our sin and takes it away.   
 

We know the payment Christ paid.  We trust the promise Christ promised. “Truly, Truly, I 
say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.”  Amen. 

 
The Peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus. Amen.  BJF 


