
Sermon for Judica (Lent V) – John 8:46-59 
 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
      

When it comes to Jesus, there’s always different ways of understanding who He 
is.  Take last week, for instance.  Our Lord performed a miracle when He feed five 
thousand people with a few loaves of bread and fish.  For the most part, the crowd saw 
in this miracle a help to their own self-interest.  “I follow Him because He gives me 
bread.”  Other people would see in His miracles that prove a purely earthly messianic 
age had begun.  “The messiah is here; now all my earthly troubles are ended.”  But the 
misunderstanding that seems to be most significant, at least according to John’s Gospel, 
is the short-sightedness of the religious authorities to recognize Christ’s divinity—the fact 
that Jesus is God.  They could recognize that Jesus did miracles—how could they not? 
But what was the reason? His own glory? No—“If I glorify Myself, My glory is nothing.  
It is My Father who glorifies Me …”   
 

So the Jews who did not believe in Him set to task to discredit Jesus.  It should be 
noted that from now onwards, in Gospel reading after Gospel reading, we have front row 
seats to watch the opposition against Christ grow until the conspiracy against Him is 
more than some isolated individuals; they are now an organized machine designed with 
the full intention of Christ’s death as the goal.  For His enemies, Jesus was no longer just 
the annoying nuisance from rural Galilee; He was the real and present threat which could 
dismantle their whole way of life.  So today’s Gospel is rightly considered the 
introduction to Passiontide, the final subset of the Lent season.  This must all be kept in 
mind as the conversation escalates between Christ and the temple authorities.   
 

Among other insults they say to Jesus, “You have a demon.”  And the devil and 
demons are a theme that never strays far off during the season of Lent.  Jesus fought Satan 
in the wilderness in Lent 1.  He cast out a demon from the Canaanite woman’s daughter 
in Lent 2.  He cast out another demon from a mute man in Lent 3 and was even accused 
of doing so by demons.  So he uses today’s accusation and rebukes it by saying that He 
honors His Father. 
 

The other insult paired with the demon accusation was that Christ was a 
Samaritan.  He didn’t deny it.  Now Samaritans were Israelites who intermarried with 
foreign nations.  It was considered an insult to call a Jew by this name.  But Samaritan 
also means “guardian” or “defender.”  And this was also the task set before the Christ: to 
guard us and defend us.  He redeems us; does He also not preserve us? He is the 
Samaritan who comes close to us half dead ones along the roadside and comforts us in 
our injuries, and pays the price of keeping us in safety.     
 

Within this conversation between the Christ and those who didn’t believe in Him, 
they keep pressing the issue: Who do you make yourself out be? Aren’t you the son of a 
Galilean carpenter? Weren’t you born out of wedlock? Of what importance are you? How 
can you take this or any honor to yourself? 



 
And then their father Abraham comes up.  They ask, “Are you greater than our 

father Abraham who died?” They also say the prophets died.  Is Abraham dead? Are 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Hosea, Moses, and Elijah also dead? That depends on your take of the 
resurrection.  Is God the God of the living or the dead? But the real question is: could they 
be counted as Abraham’s descendants and claim Abraham as their father if they lack the 
faith of Abraham grounded in the Living God?  
 

The most famous story highlighting this faith of Abraham came earlier in today’s 
Old Testament reading.  “By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and 
he who had received the promises [of a Messiah through his offspring] was in the act of 
offering up his only son, of whom it was said, ‘Though Isaac shall your offspring be 
named.’  He considered that God was able even to raise him from the dead, from which, 
figuratively speaking, he did receive him back.” God provided in that place a ram to be 
sacrificed that Isaac might be spared.  Father Abraham was able to spare his own son and 
receive him back.  God the Father, however, would not spare His Own Son, but gave Him 
into death for us all.  And Christ is spot on when He says this: “Your father Abraham 
rejoiced that he would see My day.  He saw it and was glad.”   
 

Jesus does the will of His Father.  It’s significant that the discussion between Christ 
and those who did not believe in Him that Jesus says that He does the will of His Father 
and by this shows His divinity.  So many times we hear of Jesus healing the sick, casting 
out demons, and feeding multitudes—and that’s just this Lent! Christ’s actions show His 
divinity, so it shouldn’t be a shock to them, that is, His last statement of the conversation: 
“Before Abraham was, I AM.”  I AM is the divine name for God and Christ Jesus rightly 
claims it as His own.      
 

The question asked Jesus for that reply was this: “You are not yet 50 years old, and 
have you seen Abraham?”  Think about this.  Jesus is in His thirties when they ask Him 
this.  The events of Abraham’s life are estimated to have taken place around 2050 BC.  It 
was 2,000 years before Jesus’ time on earth.  Our Lord speaks confidently about the events 
that happened 2,000 years before His time.  Can’t you see the irony here?!? We speak of 
what we know that happened the same span of time.  The death and resurrection of Jesus 
are the events which we cherish with all Christian piety.  We see them and are glad.  You 
are in no way old enough; and yet, have you seen Jesus? Yes!  
 

The Psalmist asks, “What man is he that liveth and shall not see death?” And Our 
Lord gives us the only answer to that question: “Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps 
My word, he will never see death … if anyone keeps My word, he will never taste death.”  
And so we too take up King David’s reply: “O taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed 
is the man that trusteth in Him.”  Amen. 

 
The Peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus. Amen.  BJF 


