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In the 1517, a Dominican friar and preacher extraordinaire by the name of Johann Tetzel 

shouted a refrain to gathered bystanders again and again, “As soon as the coin hits the chest a soul 

lifts up in heavenly rest.” Tetzel was selling indulgences, that is, pieces of paper that would 

guarantee the freedom of the soul from a place called purgatory so that it might immediately go 

to heaven. You see, Pope Leo X needed find a way to subsidize his massively expensive project – 

St. Peter’s Cathedral.  This is how he could do it – sell souls out of purgatory and into heaven. And 

the one who stood up and said this is wrong, was a guy we have heard of – Martin Luther. 

You see, the church was selling freedom to people.  For themselves or the ones they love 

they could buy freedom from an imaginary holding place called purgatory – a place where 

Christians who are not quite good enough to get into heaven – and still needs to undergo further 

purification because of the evil they did on earth – would now be set free to go immediately into 

heavenly glory.  How great of a deal is that!  You can buy freedom.  You can buy your way into 

heaven.  Or so it was being taught. 

But one cannot buy freedom into heaven.  The price for freedom is not “a coin in the 

coffer.”  The price of freedom is blood.  And that blood was shed on a cross at Calvary on Good 

Friday.  Jesus is the price of freedom – our freedom.  For this reason He says to the Jews who 

believed in Him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples and you will know the truth 

and the truth will set you free.” 

Set free!!! Jesus has set us free!  This is wonderful and a huge weight off our shoulders.  

Luther said in his Treatise on Christian Liberty that, “A Christian is perfectly free lord of all, 

subject to none.”  This is true.  Our faith in the work of Christ – in our baptisms – is being renewed 

each day.  Luther put it this way: “One thing, and only one thing, is necessary for Christian life, 

righteousness and freedom. That one thing is the most holy Word of God and the gospel of Christ, 

as Christ says, in John 11, ‘I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in me, though he 

die, yet shall he live…’”  If we have this word, we lack nothing.  To preach Christ with the faith 

in Christ’s words is to set free the soul and to save it. 

Then, at the same time, Luther said this about our Christian life: “A Christian is a perfectly 

dutiful servant of all, subject to all.”  We are both a free and yet dutiful servant.  These things are 

opposites.  How can we be two things in one?  Well, just as the Christian life is a paradox – two 

seeming contradictory things that come together to form one great truth, so is our life as free and 

slave men and women.  We are freed by the gospel, nothing we do will earn God’s favor.  Yet, we 

have been freed to be a servant.  This, too, is what God has called the Christian to be – a servant 

of all, subject to all.  This is a blessing as well.  This is a blessing to your neighbor and a blessing 

from your neighbor to you. 

You, confirmands, have a duty – Serve God and serve your neighbor.  Today you are 

blessed to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion for the first time.  This is one of the ways 

that God has called us to His freedom in the Gospel.  You have been set free from you sins… and 

are set free to serve your God and your neighbor. COVID cannot stop the freedom that God 



provides. His love and forgiveness abounds all the more now than it did before there was such a 

thing as a pandemic. 

We had no idea that your confirmation would be put off until October because of 

everything that has gone on in the world. This fallen world because of sin… the devil in all his 

might… loves to wreak havoc on the church.  The same for your life.  You can count on it. 

Confirmands, you will continue to need what God provides for you at this altar. You will need 

God who comes to be with you when troubles persist, when life has its little bumps and its big 

bumps. And big bumps will come. When they do, you have a God who serves you. God does not 

ask us to serve Him and others without showing you how all that is done to begin with. The 

difference is… His service to you saves you. His dying for you gives you life. And this is where 

He gives you that life… that comfort. Do not stay away from it. Parents, please bring your new 

confirmand here. They need this. We all need this. 

When Luther left the study of law and became a monk, no one, nor he, could have imagined 

that we would still be talking about him or that which he wrote or said today.  Let’s be reminded.  

Luther was just a man – no more no less.  His writings are not Scripture and we dare not treat them 

as such.  But they do point us to the truth in the Scriptures.  So, we search the Scriptures to find 

truth.  That’s what our celebration today is all about – the search for the truth where truth is to be 

found.  Not the truth from man – but the truth from God.  If man speaks the truth, we listen and 

we heed these words.  But that truth of man can only be based on the truth from God.  It cannot 

come first from man and believed to be the truth of God. 

Confirmands, we learned together the truth about the Bible from the catechisms. We 

reviewed the meanings of the important doctrines so we can understand better what God has done 

for us.  Be not confused about God’s will for you. He loves you and He desires to give you every 

good gift for your benefit. 

Don’t be confused by this paradox of the Christian life… the one Luther explains to us: A 

Christian is perfectly free lord of all, subject to none. A Christian is a perfectly dutiful servant of 

all, subject to all. All it means is this: Jesus set you free by grace through faith.  You are perfectly 

free in the Gospel.  Which means, that we are free to serve… service that comes out of this freedom 

that has been won for us by Christ Jesus.  Because we are free we are privileged to serve.  And 

Service is just that… a privilege.  For when we serve our neighbor, we become like Christ in their 

midst. That’s why we are called Christ-ians.  

You are “freed” by Christ’s precious work on the cross for you.  Free to be a slave?  Yes 

that too.  But that is also a gift from God for the sake of those we love.  We are taught that in 

Luther’s words.  But, more importantly, we are taught that from Jesus: “If you abide in my word, 

you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free… if the Son 

sets you free, you will be free indeed.”   Amen and amen.  

 

The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus.  Amen



 


