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 To the Jewish people of Jesus’ day, Abraham was the ultimate icon of faith and fatherhood.  

He was the father of the great nation that God Himself called His very own people.  Larger than 

life, was Abraham.  He was the stuff of legends.  Think of the most iconic person in modern 

times… or at least in near modern times and multiply that by a thousand – then that would be 

Abraham. 

 It’s interesting, after time passes, those in our lives that are “significant” or that we have 

looked up to in one way or another, become even more heroic – put on a higher level, so to speak.  

Our good memories of who they were and what they did to make them larger than life.  I think of 

my own father for instance.  I can stand here and tell you all the good that there was about him and 

maybe even convince you through the kind and pleasant adjectives that I use that he was one of 

the greatest men to walk the face of the earth.  And the reason, because I feel that way about him.  

To me, he was the stuff of legends.  But truth be told, he had his many faults.  Just like the rest of 

us. 

 And the same with Father Abraham – but there was no way to convince the Jewish people 

of any of that.  And, when Jesus steps up and tells the Jews of His day that they are not glorifying 

God… that they are not “of” God because they dishonor Him… This really makes them furious.  

For Jesus to say that He is greater than Abraham – the ultimate icon of faith and fatherhood – well, 

that’s downright blasphemy.  That deserves death.  And so they picked up stones to throw at Him, 

but Jesus hid Himself.  He escaped. 

 He escaped – this time.  Because His time had not yet come.  But it would be coming, soon 

enough.  And from that He would not escape.  The passion of Jesus Christ, His death on the cross 

for us, is right around the corner.  Soon He will descend the Mount of Olives making His 

pilgrimage to the Holy City, Jerusalem.  The people who loved Him put palm branches in His way 

while singing, “Hosanna to the Son of David.”  Yet the people who hated Him are in the city lying 

in wait for the perfect opportunity to frame Him – to put Him to death.  Jesus knows what’s coming 

for Him.  He suffers what is coming.  He speaks what needs to be said to His own people, and even 

petitions the heavenly Father while in the garden, the Father that the people of God did not know 

because they did not know Jesus, to take that cup of burden… the burden of death… from Him. 

 But now, in these penitential days of Lent – especially now that we are thrusted into what 

is called the “Passiontide,” we reflect more vividly on exactly what our Jesus came to accomplish.  

All during Lent our liturgy leads us to lament our sins, but it never leaves us without the joyous 

assurance of God’s never-changing love for those He came to save.  So, amid the solemnity and 

the reverence, we still understand what a great and faithful work that our Jesus did for us.  And 

this great and faithful work, is the stuff of legends.  When people in our memory do things like die 

for the sins of the whole world, we start to think of them as truly the greatest and we forget their 

faults.  I guess, like my dear ole dad. 

 But here’s the truth of the matter… it wasn’t “people” who died on the cross for the sins 

of the world, but a person… one person – Jesus.  And it wasn’t just a man that died it was our God 

who was also a man on that accursed tree on Good Friday.  Now that’s more than just the stuff of 

legends… that’s the most legendary work ever known to man.  And guess what, He did it for you. 

 Now that word, “legend” is a tricky one.  When we talk about an extraordinary person from 

the past we say… that person is legendary.  Or, when we speak of an extraordinary event we might 



even say the same thing.  Sometimes the word legend can mean something that is not true.  We 

say, “There’s an old legend…” and when we say that to begin a story, we give the impression that 

this is not true, but rather a fable that has been passed down from generation to generation.  But 

for the people of Israel the ultimate legend… the legendary man was Abraham, and for Jesus to 

make Himself out to be greater than Abraham… to even say that He came before Abraham, is 

worthy of death. 

 They wanted to kill Him.  They thought they needed to protect the good name of Abraham 

– their Father – but instead, they let their pride and arrogance of what they thought was important 

get in the way of seeing what God was showing them to be the most important thing.  Sound 

familiar to you? Arrogance and pride are easy to come by for sinners.  Especially when we are 

attached to something so legendary.  We want to protect it.  We desire to guard it. 

 We may lie to guard our reputation… make people think we aren’t the sinners we are.  We 

may hide our evil acts from our neighbor or from our family.  We want people to look at us and 

revere us and have them not remember any of our shortcomings.  We want people to think of us 

as a good person, maybe even a great person… to become legendary in their eyes.  So we do what 

is good for the wrong reasons… and we work extra hard to hide our faults. 

 Beloved in the Lord, you cannot make yourself into a legend.  No, rather, repent and turn 

to the Lord.  Confess your sins and lay them before Jesus.  He’s right, you know… when He said, 

“before Abraham was, I am.” 

 Jesus identifies with the great “I AM” of the Bible.  He wasn’t making Himself into a 

legend, He IS already the legend.  He’s stating the fact.  When Christians identify with our God – 

and truly live like our name suggestions – Christian – then, everything is done and kept in His 

honor. 

 When we keep the law, we do so in His name and in His honor.  When we don’t sin, we 

honor God.  When we do help our neighbor in His time of need, we honor God.  When we stay 

home to protect the health of our family, our friends and even ourselves, we honor God.  We put 

the self aside and we live as Christ’s very own. 

 And you, brothers and sisters in Christ, need God’s strength.  You may have heard, idle 

hands are the devil’s workshop.  This is a time when war against sin death and the devil ramps up.  

This is the time when we will need to fight harder.  This is how you do that: Continue to be in the 

Word.  Take advantage of daily devotions with your family.  We’ve been posting them – Monday 

through Friday on our YouTube channel.  Let these guide your personal study.  Also, remain 

vigilant in prayer.  Pray for your neighbor.  Pray for your country and all health care givers. Pray 

for all those who put themselves in harm’s way so that you may be protected, fed, have access to 

essential needs. We are not alone with Jesus so near. 

 Jesus is near.  When others can’t be.  Jesus is near – when we can’t be there for others.  

Jesus is near in His Word, with His forgiveness of sins.  Jesus comes to you… and the Word of 

God still has free course.  This disease and the effects thereof, have no strength to blot out the light 

which lightens our soul.  God will prevail.  There is no doubt.  Amen. 

 

 The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus.  Amen. 

  

  


