
Sermon for Lent 4 – John 6:1-15 
 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
     

Moses was the prophet.  By Moses, God demonstrated His superior power over 
the false gods of Egypt.  By Moses, God led His people out of Egypt by the miracle of 
crossing the Red Sea on dry ground.  By Moses, God gave Israel the Ten Commandments.  
By Moses, God led them for forty years wandering about the Sinai Peninsula.  By Moses, 
God rained down manna upon them to eat.  By Moses, God provided them with daily 
bread and so much more.  They learned that man does not live by bread alone but by 
every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.  All this God brought about through 
Moses.   

 
But Moses was not the final word.  For example, the Ten Commandments revealed 

the glory of God’s holiness.  There simply is no holier standard of conduct.  There simply 
is not better description and prescription of love that was in written in God’s Holy Ten 
Commands.  But these Commandments also judge us, as we have not obeyed them.  We 
have set aside God’s standards for our own, attempting to remake God and His law to 
our liking and will.  This is sin.  And God’s voice from Mt. Sinai still speaks thunder 
against the whole human race.  Our defiance of God’s law causes us pain and ultimately 
death.   

 
So God promises another prophet.  Christ Jesus is this prophet.  And this is exactly 

what the people confessed after they saw Him feed 5,000 men plus women and children, 
with two fish and five small loaves of bread.  Like Moses, Christ taught the people with 
divine authority.  Like Moses, Christ did signs no one else could do.  Like Moses, Christ 
fed the people by means of a miracle.  Surely the people thought Christ was the promised 
prophet who would be like Moses, that God would raise up for Israel from among their 
brothers.  So they tried to make Him their king.  They would have done it by force, had 
not Christ left them.   

 
You don’t make Jesus your king.  You don’t decide what kind of king He is.  You 

don’t decide what He does as king and when and how He does it.  The crowd wanted to 
refashion Jesus to meet their own desires.  You’ve heard the term “narcissism.”  The 
worship of self.  They wanted narci-Jesus.  And they would have gotten that if Christ let 
them.  But He would not let them.  He will never let them.   

 
The feeding of the five thousand shows us who the Christ is.  Only God can make 

something out of nothing.  Jesus did only what God can do.  Moses didn’t provide bread 
from heaven.  God did.  When Christ fed the five thousand by a miracle that Moses could 
never do, He was teaching them, and us, that every good thing we have in this world, for 
either body or soul, is given to us by Him.  We often think of the spiritual blessings He 
provides: forgiveness, peace with God, deliverance from death and the devil, and eternal 



salvation.  You know, what the world considers the fake stuff.  But Christ also gives us 
our daily bread.  We pray for it.  He ensures we are cared for.  This miracle proves that.   

 
And as much as the world wants to deny it, the separation of physical and spiritual 

can’t be denied.  Christ proves this throughout the John, chapter 6.  He said, “I am the 
Bread of Life.  He who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall 
never thirst.”  What does this mean? They sought Him for food for their bodies.  He 
promises food that provides life for body and soul.  They wanted a king who would 
provide only for their material needs (what they could see, touch, and taste), but He 
wanted to give them so much more.   

 
It’s human nature to want to refashion Jesus to become a different kind of king, to 

make Him narci-Jesus.  It’s the nature of our fallen and sinful humanity to put our bodily 
needs above our spiritual needs and to neglect the spiritual in favor of the physical.  This 
is why Christians skip church.  For work.  For play.  Or being just worn out, the bodily 
needs come before the spiritual.  This is what the people who tried to make Jesus their 
king were doing.  Their priorities were wrong.  Before we pray, “Give us this day our 
daily bread,” Jesus teaches us to pray “Thy Kingdom come.” 

 
And so the real Jesus gives us His flesh and blood for the life of the life of the 

world.  He routes the devil’s kingdom and takes away his power to accuse us.  By 
shedding His blood, Christ has purchased the right to rule over His kingdom.  He has 
made Himself your King, not by might and force, but by being crucified on His throne, 
the cross to suffer and die the death of sinners.  The King has purchased you from death 
and hell.  

 
After Christ fed the five thousand and refused their efforts to make Him king, He 

drove away disciples by the thousands when He said, “Unless you eat the flesh of the 
Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in you.”  The flesh and blood sacrifice 
Christ offered on the cross is for the forgiveness of our sins.  In the Sacrament of the Altar, 
we receive this same flesh and blood for our salvation.  If not here, then where? “Lord, to 
whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.”  Only Christ give the hungry soul 
what is necessary for life. 

 
Is it possible that Christ would shed His blood for you, bear in His body all your 

sins, die in your stead, suffer God’s just anger against you and remove it from you, and 
set you at peace with God and then forget that you need to feed your body and pay your 
bills? No! God will not save your soul and neglect your body! All hail our Eternal King 
who redeems us, body and soul. Amen. 
 

The Peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in 
Christ Jesus. Amen.  BJF 


