
Sermon for the Feast of the Most Holy Trinity – John 3:1-15 
In the Name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 

   

In the early centuries of the church, a man named Augustine was the bishop of a town called 
Hippo in northern Africa.  He is considered to be one of the greatest minds in the history of the Church 
and is numbered among the four great doctors of western Christianity.  One day, he was seeking to 
comprehend the mystery of the Holy Trinity.  He was trying to grasp what it meant that God is One 
God and yet three persons.  As he did so, he walked out alone to the beach where the sun reflected off 
the gentle waves rolling over the sand.  While there, he encountered a boy who had made a little hole 
in the sand.  Using a little shell, it was the boy’s goal to scoop all the water from the sea into the hole 
he dug.  After several trips back and forth, St. Augustine said to him, “Dear child, you will never 
finish.”  The boy replied, “Why, then, do you try to fathom with your human mind the unfathomable 
mystery of the Holy Trinity in the true Godhead?” 
 

Point taken.  Even the best of human reason is immeasurably inadequate when it comes to 
comprehending the Triune God.  Nicodemis, not really seeking this truth, received our Lord’s 
instruction on the Triune God and much more, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from 
God.”  Nicodemis, not surprisingly, acknowledges that there is a God.  He grew up in a God-fearing 
family who attended worship together.  That’s not always the case in our day.  A generation that grew 
up going to church does not pass that gift on to the next.  So they wonder: Is there a God? Where do 
we find Him? How can we know if He exists? 
 

There are several reasons that account for God’s existence.  God created the world and sustains 
everything in it.  Next time you’re downtown in Kansas City, look at the tall buildings.  Some architect 
had to design it.  Some engineers and workers had to put it together.  These didn’t just come together 
by chance.  Can’t we also conclude from looking at the face of the earth that there is a God who designed 
it and causes it to continue on? The problem isn’t really with creation; nature’s complexity speaks for 
itself.  It’s the eyes of our human minds that have been darkened and dulled.  We can no longer see 
God as clearly and as distinctly as Adam could before the Fall.  But God in His mercy still provides a 
light—His Word.   
 

In the book of Exodus, the Lord God was rescuing His people from slavery in Egypt.  He did so 
through various plagues.  Yeah, plague, pestilence, pandemic, these are all those old archaic words that 
express what we thought only took place in ancient history.  But yet here they are in our times.  I 
digress.  One of the plagues at the time of the Israelites’ rescue was the plague of darkness.  Moses 
recounts that the darkness was so thick that you could touch it.  But during that time, there was light 
for God’s people.  And this is truer now than ever before for God’s people today.  God ever shines His 
Word for Christians.  We are in darkness, despair, sorrow and fear.  But to those who have God’s Word, 
the light never goes out. 
 

Yes, God exists.  Humanity has a conscience.  Even non-Christians know that when they do 
wrong they feel bad about it; they feel shame, if just momentarily.  Even if no one accuses them, they 
are still afraid.  Afraid of what? God’s judgment, even if they won’t admit it.  But we have an ever 
better guide that our conscience, the Holy Spirit.  He works true shame and repentance in our hearts 
according to God’s word of Law.  And we know that the Holy Spirit works salvation in our hearts—
He shows us Jesus—we are redeemed and forgiven by His death for us.  But did you know that the 
same Holy Spirit reminds us that there is a God? The devil is always trying the plant seeds of doubt in 
our hearts.  And as far as our hearts are concerned he may prevail.  But the witness of the Holy Spirit 
can’t be taken from us.  The devil is helpless against Him.  He will not win. 
 



Nicodemis said, “We know that you are a teacher come from God.”  And it wasn’t enough to 
for our Lord simply to say, “There is a God.”  More had to be said.  “There is a God and He’s for you.”  
Jesus actually said it this way: “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of 
Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in Him may have eternal life.”  How is God for us? Surely God 
has repeated His Law and what He expects of us again and again and made it fully clear to us.  We 
know what we must do according to the Law to acquire eternal life.  Keep it.  Perfectly.  The problem 
is, we lack the power to do it.  But that’s why the Son of Man had to be lifted up.  This is the will of 
God, to send His only Son into the world to redeem us.  We were in the wrong, but nonetheless He 
sent His Son for the sake of us liars, cowards, and cheats.  We were enemies of God, yet He sent Christ, 
His most precious possession, for the sake of us enemies.  We have gone astray—we were unaware of 
just how far we went from God—and even less in search of help; but God came to our rescue without 
our desiring it.  We fled from Him, but He has called us back.  This indeed is great love.  His beloved 
Son came into the world, suffered death for our sins, gave His Father perfect obedience, was lifted onto 
a wooden cross like a brass serpent, and gained the forgiveness of sins, grace, righteousness and eternal 
life for us.  And thus the lost treasure, you all, has been restored. 
 

There is a God.  He is for you.  But still more has to be said.  So our Lord says it to Nicodemis 
and to us, “Unless one is born of water and the Spirit, He cannot enter the kingdom of God.”  How do 
receive what God has promised? Christ teaches us—this takes place through the Word and holy 
Sacraments.  Through these gifts God offers salvation.  By faith, we receive it—we take hold of His 
acquired gifts.  God caused the eyewitness testimony to be recorded in the writing of the evangelists 
and apostles.  It’s still by the testimony of the Word of these eyewitnesses that God’s divine benefits 
are daily given to us.  This also takes place by means of the holy Sacraments, just as our Lord said.  
Holy Baptism is the means of our renewal.  But this rebirth cannot take place without the grace of God, 
and we can’t gain God’s grace without the forgiveness of sins, and we can’t obtain the forgiveness of 
sins without the giving of Christ’s inheritance.  Since Holy Baptism is the washing of our renewal, it 
follows that Christ’s full benefits are given to us.  In Holy Baptism we are cleansed of our sins.  The 
power of Christ’s blood must, therefore, be imparted to us in Holy Baptism.  It’s the same in the 
Sacrament of the Altar when we partake of Christ’s body, offered for us in His death, and we drink of 
His blood, which was shed for us for the forgiveness of sins.  Therefore, it’s also by the Lord’s Supper 
that we receive the benefits of Christ’s cross.  All things are possible for him who believes.  Even 
imperfect people like us can dwell with God in perfect holiness.  How is that possible? Because faith 
embraces God, for whom nothing is impossible. 
 

And where faith is genuine, it will show itself in good works.  Not only is it God’s will that we 
believe in the Christ whom He sent, but it’s also God’s will that we abstain from sin.  That we keep our 
hands from theft.  That we keep our lips from lying and gossip.  That we keep our minds from revenge 
and adulterous desires.  That we keep our hearts from being founded on the enjoyable things of this 
world.  All who truly believe will be saved: whoever believes in God’s Son has eternal life.  But those 
who don’t obey the will of God have no salvation.  Not everyone who says “Lord, Lord” will be saved, 
but those who do the will of the Father in heaven.  Therefore those who purposely live outside of God’s 
will are not true believers and have no part in His kingdom.  For this reason we ask God our Father 
through His redeeming Son to give us direction from the Holy Spirit to direct our lives in service to 
Him… to help our neighbor in his physical needs, to tell the truth and speak well of others for their 
reputations, to let our thoughts and imaginations be carried along by the Word of God we read and 
hear, and to set our hearts on Christ’s promises alone.  The Triune God grant of the fullness of this life 
now and forever.  Amen. 

 
The Peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

Amen.  BJF 


