
Sermon for the Epiphany II of our Lord – John 2:1-11 
 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
   

Jesus’ first miracle takes place at Cana in Galilee.  We heard at Christmas how God joined 
the human race.  Now, in our flesh and blood He did what only God can do.  He created.  He 
did the impossible.  He changed water into wine.  He took nonorganic liquid and changed it 
into a carbon-based organic substance.  What was lifeless becomes something that was alive.  
But before H2O became the drink-that-makes-men’s-hearts-glad was not Christ’s hour.  Before 
the lifeless becomes alive, His hour had not yet come. 
 

This first miracle of Christ took place at a wedding.  God established marriage in creation 
before the fall into sin.  It is a good and honorable estate even as in the beginning God made 
them male and female and it was very good.  But as good as marriage is, it is not untouched by 
this world’s corruption.  Marriages fail.  Husbands and wives go at each other.  Husbands are 
unloving to their wives; wives are disrespectful to their husbands.  We’ve done damage and 
we’ve been damaged.  Marriage gets dragged through the mud.  The wine runs out.  What are 
we to do? Christ is the only one who can truly heal us, who can change hearts, even as He 
changed water to wine.   
    

Mary is concerned for an unfortunate circumstance at the wedding which she, her Son, 
and His disciples are attending: they have run out of wine.  She alerts her Son about the situation.  
She knew Jesus.  She knew that if anyone could possibly fix this situation, it was the Miraculous 
One who had grown in her womb.  She knew the Man that was her Son was a miracle in His life 
from start to finish.  Her inner Eve cried out, “I have gotten the man!” So she says to Him, “They 
have no wine.” 
 

And our Lord’s response is somewhat jarring.  “Woman, what does that have to do with 
Me? My hour has not yet come.”  I could hardly imagine of addressing my own mother as 
“Woman.”  For a young boy, this would be a sure ticket to having a bar of soap inserted into his 
mouth.  As an adult son, it’s a short and unloving thing to say at best.  So how does Jesus have 
the audacity to call His mother, “Woman”?   
 

We must keep in mind the multiple dynamics that exist in a relationship with the Christ.  
Jesus was Mary’s Son, but He is also Mary’s Savior.  And that last relationship supersedes all 
others.  Christ is first and foremost Mary’s Savior from her sins, as He is for all people.  To be 
sure, our Lord is many things to us, too.  He is our Teacher of everything good and right.  He is 
our King who rules over our hearts and lives.  He is our Light, our Example, to follow as we 
make our trek and pilgrimage through this world.  He is our Friend when all other friends have 
forsaken us.  These are all important aspects of our relationship with Christ, but above all else, 
He is our Savior.  He is our bleeding, dying Lamb who takes away our sin.  He rescues us from 
death and hell.  Savior is first and foremost the relationship we have with Jesus, as did Mary.  
For Christ and us, the cross is always the hour of most importance. 



“My hour has not yet come,” Christ said to Mary.  The hour for the first miracle came at 
the wedding of Cana.  But the real hour to which our Lord was looking was three years beyond 
that wedding when He was facing imminent crucifixion.  He said, “The hour has come for the 
Son of Man to be glorified … Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save Me 
from this hour’? But for this purpose I came to this hour.  Father, glorify Your name.” (John 
12:23, 27) 
 

On the cross, God glorified the name of Jesus.  He bore all the sins of unloving husbands 
and disrespectful wives, of fornicators, adulterers, homosexuals, and every kind of sinner who 
has violated the holy institution of marriage.  He paid the penalty for adultery in all its forms.  
By bearing those sins, He took them away.  This same Jesus comes to us and makes us whole 
again today.  What is dead becomes alive again.  Christ binds Himself to His Bride, the Holy 
Christian Church, and permits nothing to come between them.  He is faithful to us and will not 
abandon us. 
 

There were six water pots which were used for ritual purification.  In the Bible, six is the 
number of imperfection.  It is one short of seven.  Seven signifies God’s blessing in the world.  
Six cannot make one holy.  Six signifies a purity that it cannot give in itself.  Six is the number of 
man, for man was formed on the sixth day.  Yet Christ’s miracles purify what is unclean.  The 
jars held 20 or 30 gallons.  The Triune God and the two natures in Christ now dwell in man’s 
six-ish vessel.  Whatever Jesus touches is made holy by His holy obedience, suffering, and death 
in our place.  So Christ fulfills and replaces Old Testament rituals with true Gospel perfection.  
In Holy Baptism, He has borne our sins and forgiven us.  He rose from the dead—being joined 
to Him, we also rise.     

 
“Whatever He says to you, do it.”  Christ’s mother Mary symbolizes the Church.  Mary 

says to the servants, “Whatever He says to you, do it.”  The Church says to her pastors and to 
her hearers, “Whatever Jesus says to you, do it.”  Our guide, our playbook, our agenda is what 
Jesus says.   

 
And so we do what He says.  “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”  “Take eat, this is my 
Body.  Take drink, this is my Blood.  Do this in remembrance of Me.”  “If you forgive anyone 
his sins they are forgiven, if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”  What do we do? 
We raise the dead.  What is lifeless and dead becomes alive.  As water becomes wine, sinners 
born dead are made righteous, holy, and alive by the shedding of Christ’s blood and the giving 
of His grace here today.  The hour of Christ has come so that today we are forgiven; the hour 
has come and today we are alive in Christ Jesus.  Amen. 
 

The Peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus. Amen.  BJF 


