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 Today we celebrate what is known as Holy Cross Day although there is no mention of the 

cross in the Gospel text appointed for this day. We do, however, hear about Jesus’ death. We are told 

of His suffering over His impending death on the cross when He says, “Now is my soul troubled.” 

We even hear about God’s judgment – all things we would associate with this ancient tool of 

execution known as the cross. But still, no mention of the cross itself. We would almost wonder why 

a text that doesn’t mention the cross was chosen for Holy Cross Day. 

 The main reason, of course, is that Christians see the cross differently today as compared to 

the day of Jesus in the Gospel. Today, it’s not so much viewed as an instrument of capital punishment 

and murder as much as a symbol of life and reconciliation. You could say that the cross is seen in the 

opposite way than it was two thousand years ago. Today, the cross is a symbol of the glorification of 

Jesus – not His end. We know this because we know the narrative, the whole story. We know that He 

did die but that he also came back to life. That’s why it’s not a symbol of death as much as it is a 

symbol of God’s unmeasured glorification. Here’s the story of how that came about. 

 In the year 325 A.D. during the reign of Constantine the Great, the first Roman Emperor to 

profess the Christian faith, his mother Helena went to Israel on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. She 

canvassed the “significant” Christian places and, it is said, she located a portion of the Cross of Christ, 

that is, the Holy Cross. Modern archeologists today think she may have actually found the places 

where Jesus was crucified and the site of His burial. She then had built over them the Church of the 

Holy Sepulcher which was dedicated ten years later on this day, September 13th, 335 A.D. 

 On the next day, September 14th, the purported section of the cross was brought outside of the 

church for others to view. Thus began a day of recognizing the cross of Christ in a festal atmosphere 

that would be inappropriate on Good Friday. The Holy Cross stands as a symbol for all of Christianity 

and perhaps gained popularity because of what Helena, the mother of Constantine did on September 

14th, 335. It was most likely this event that turned the definition of what the cross would stand for 

upside down. Before this, a symbol of death. Now, a reminder that Jesus gave life and forgiveness to 

the world. It’s the marker of our faith. When we look at it, we see Jesus. And if we don’t see Jesus 

and all that He gave for us when we look at the cross, then we need to start seeing Jesus. It’s not just 

a cross. It’s the symbol of our faith – a picture of Christ’s crucifixion for the sins of the world. 

 Perhaps we should take our lesson from those Greeks mentioned in the text.  They told Philip 

who went and told Andrew, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” They wanted to see the man who they heard 

so much about. They wanted to lay eyes on Him, check Him out, and see if He is everything others 

make Him out to be. Just like a modern day superstar, it’s not enough to see those who they come in 

contact with. We don’t want to see the superstar’s agent, or his body guard. We want to see the man 

Himself. We want to lay eyes on, even touch, the one who in our mind seems otherworldly – bigger 

than life. 

 “Sir we wish to see Jesus.” Those words spoken by the Greeks in the text were not about The 

Holy Cross. They were about that man. Some of you know that in this pulpit is a little plaque with 

those words engraved onto it. It’s a reminder to your pastors that what you truly want… what you 

truly need… is to see Jesus. What you need is, in this upside down, chaotic, sometimes God-less 

world we live in, you need to hear, see, and receive the Divine. You need what cuts through garbage 



that disguises itself as truth, and receive the ever-giving promises of hope and salvation to a world, 

to a people, who are dead without what Jesus has done for us on that Holy Cross.  The Holy Cross is 

not what we worship and adore. Jesus is what we worship and adore. It’s not, “Sir, we wish to see the 

item that Jesus was murdered on.” It’s, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Look at the cross – see Jesus. 

 Here’s something else we can do when we ponder the Holy Cross. We can think on the 

crucifixion of our old self. St. Paul wrote to the Church in Rome, “We know that our old self was 

crucified with Him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no 

longer be enslaved to sin.” The crucifixion of the old self means that we no longer live in our sins. 

Christians, though we remain sinners by nature, are not to live in sin. This must be done away with. 

Intentional sin causes us to live with a condition that separates us from God rather than united with 

Him. Christians are not to live with a heart that desires to live in sin, but rather desire to crucify it.  

Our old self, our sins… our wicked ways… are crucified with Him so that we are no longer enslaved 

to sin. 

 We cannot be enslaved to sin. If we are, then sin is our master. And there can only be one 

master – Jesus. His death shows us how He is the master over sin, death, this world and the forces of 

evil. He is the master and He is our master. To live in sin means to let sin be your master. Sin cannot 

be your master. If it is our master, then sin is more important than God. And that cannot be. Repent 

of your sins, beloved. Jesus, who died on the cross for you, is your master. There can be only one. 

It’s not sin. Honor Jesus and not your sins. 

 And so, as we look at the Holy Cross today, we don’t gaze upon the splinters and the form as 

much as we gaze into the life of our Savior. That’s why in the cross we glory, not shiver in fear. That’s 

why when we look it at, feelings of relief, joy, and redemption take ahold of our lives, and not worry, 

despair, or terror. The cross does not emit darkness but rather light. The cross is glory instead of 

murder because it was our Jesus who died on it. He turned it around. He changed what it is. He turned 

it from death to life, from condemnation to salvation. We always see God so much more vividly in 

the opposites. 

 And that’s the way He makes you, too.  A sinner changed to righteous. A person condemned 

converted to a child of God who inherits eternal life by grace through faith. That’s the lesson of the 

Holy Cross this day. Jesus changes everything. From death to life. From crucifixion to resurrection. 

From condemned to redeemed. The cross stands as the symbol of our faith not as an instrument of 

peril and pain. It’s a memorial of what Jesus accomplished for us as He alone brought life out of 

darkness – for you. 

 I hope this day, Holy Cross Day, will remind us that the reason why we come to this place for 

worship – the reason we engage our religion in life and that it means so much to us – is not because 

it’s about being great. Rather, it’s an avenue to see that we are not. Jesus is great. He makes us great 

– in a way that this world cannot understand. He makes us great through death. 

 Holy Cross Day is not about the cross, it’s about Jesus. Our Jesus and what He did on that 

cross. And because of what He did, He turned the meaning of it upside down. He reversed it. And 

when Helena, the mother of Constantine brought that piece of wood thought to be a portion of the 

true cross out for others to see, it was for the purpose of glorifying God, not the wood. We keep our 

eyes firmly on Jesus. Our eyes affixed to the cross. All glory and honor and praise be to the Lord who 

died for our sins. Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

 The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus.  Amen.  


