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“My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” (Exodus 33:14) 

 

 The unholy is incompatible with the holy. The unclean cannot come into the presence of the 

clean. This means that the children of Israel had no way to come into the presence of God. Israel is 

unholy and unclean. God is holy and clean. Israel has a problem. 

 And in the Old Testament text for today, we hear God say two things that seem to contradict each 

other. First, we hear what I just read from verse fourteen, “My presence will go with you…” The word 

for “presence” in the original Hebrew, is “Panim” which literally means, “face.” It means in front of 

someone… in their presence. 

 But then Moses says, “well then, God, show me your glory.” He is saying, “Show me your face 

so that I might know… the people might know that you’re presence is really with us. You say that your 

presence will go with me, so show me the glory of your presence. Show me your face.” 

 Here’s the problem… God says, my presence will go before you… and that means face… but at 

the same time, God’s face can’t be seen. It’s too glorious.  In other words, unholy Israel (which includes 

Moses) is incompatible with the Holy God. Unclean Israel cannot come into the presence of the clean 

and pure Lord. That’s a problem because how can God’s people ever be in the presence of God and see 

His face if they are unclean? How does God say to the people, “My presence will go with you?” They, 

even Moses, are incapable of beholding God’s glorious face. If they do, they will die. So, how in the 

world will God be “present” with them? 

 The answer to that questions comes from God Himself. And the answer has two parts. First, God 

is protecting the people because the “unholy” cannot approach or behold the “holy.” This will incur 

God’s wrath. So, in order to protect them, He shows only part of Himself so that they aren’t overwhelmed 

with a glory they can’t handle. Second, God does give them a way that they can see His presence among 

them. God gives them the Ark of the Covenant… in other words… God puts on a veil (so to speak) so 

that the glory is there but it’s “not so” bright. Just like God showing Himself to Moses while in the cleft 

of the rock, God showing His backside and not His face. And just like Moses had to do in chapter thirty-

four when he came down Mount Sinai and put a veil over his head so the people could look at him. God’s 

glory was so bright from this encounter that his face brightly reflected the glory of God… and they were 

afraid.  They knew the unholy cannot stand in the presence of the holy and live. 

 So, how do we resolve this problem? How do we have God in our presence, the presence of 

people like you and me today, sinners, and not die? The unholy (you and me) cannot stand before the 

face of the Holy God. Well, first of all, we don’t resolve this problem, and neither did the people in the 

Old Testament. God resolved the problem for us. He puts on the veil. In the New Testament, God’s veil 

is human flesh. He did this, not us. He did it for us. He came to us as a child, as a person. God in man. 

And in the Gospel text for today, Jesus does something so completely human. He attends a wedding 

banquet with His mommy and His buddies. 

 God resolves the problem of our unholiness. He comes to us through means. For those in the Old 

Testament, He led the people, face to face, in the Ark of the Covenant. He veiled Himself so the people 

could purify themselves and come into His presence. Today, in our New Testament times, God’s people 



are able to approach God because of the way He comes. He comes in His Word… veiled in language… 

in words that show us our God.  He comes in the Sacraments and attaches Himself to common things we 

know… like water… like bread and wine. God does this… the church didn’t just invent this stuff. God 

did this for us… to make us holy… to make us eligible to stand before God. God did this because He 

loves us and His purpose for revealing these means to us is to save us, to be put back into a right 

relationship with Him. To be able to see God face to face. 

 And isn’t it glorious to see His face? I know, it’s probably not the way you imagined seeing the 

face of God. We would love for God to be some kind of glorious splendor before our eyes, like He was 

for Moses… so glorious he couldn’t look at Him. But instead, we see Jesus, as He chooses to reveal 

Himself. But this is good. God is with us. And that is good news for people who desperately long to be 

face to face with God… or… anyone for that matter. 

 The staff spent this last week in quarantine and I learned firsthand the challenges of not being 

together face to face. We know… because this has become the new normal for everyone over these last 

ten months. But this has never been the case with you and God. We never have to quarantine from God. 

 The reason: He comes to us. Remember when Dr. Fouci put every child’s fears to rest at the 

beginning of December by assuring all of us that Santa Claus is immune to COVID. Well, guess what, 

God is immune to COVID too.  In other words, He steps into your presence day in and day out and 

fulfills that promise spoken by Jesus Himself, “I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 

 Good news for unholy people. Good news for sinners who cannot step into God’s presence on 

our own. We are unholy. We can’t do anything to reconcile ourselves to God’s perfect standards. We 

are sinners, living in a sinful world. And because God is willing, and accomplishes reconciliation for us, 

we live as people who are “made holy” by God. We live as Christians are supposed to live. We are to 

live holy lives… that’s what God expects from those He has made holy. And when we don’t, we repent 

and we amend our lives. We ask for forgiveness and we change our behavior. We are a people that God 

loves so much that He gave His Son to die so that we have eternal life. 

 Because we are face to face with God in Christ Jesus, God tells us that we can speak with God 

face to face in our prayers. That’s a special honor given by God and His holiness giving ways. Prayer 

has been called the communion of the believing heart with the true God. This is taken from Psalm 27:8, 

“You have said, ‘Seek my face.’ My heart says to you, ‘Your face, Lord, do I seek.’” Furthermore, it is 

no mistake that the Aaronic Benediction which concludes the Divine Service explicitly reminds 

Christians, “The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious 

to you. The Lord Life up His countenance upon you and give you peace.” Prayer, bringing our needs 

right under the nose of God, and blessing, the Lord’s face turning toward us, belong together. The Lord 

is approachable in our prayers because He first brought us into a blessed relationship to Himself. His 

blessing of His children comes from the out-pouring of His undeserved mercy and compassion. 

 The unholy is incompatible with the holy. The unclean cannot come into the presence of the 

clean. But thanks be to God, He makes His way toward us… He makes us holy and clean. He veils 

Himself in flesh… dies on the cross, rises from the dead and gives us His grace. He gives us forgiveness.  

He gives us heaven. We have our God with us… in good times and in bad. Beloved, He wants us to 

know this for our comfort. We can trust that to be sure. God loves you. He visits you. He redeems you. 

Amen 

 The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus.  Amen. 


