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 We will begin another new adult information class with an organizational meeting on 

September 15th, two weeks from today.  If you are so inclined, we would love to have you attend, 

as a fresher for understanding the faith… and bring a friend with you. 

 One of the components for understanding the faith is to talk about the doctrine of God.  

Who is God?  How do we understand the essence of God? And, one of the ways we attempt to 

understand God is to describe what God is not.  For example, when describing the Trinity – Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit – Three persons in One God… we talk about the fact that God is not three 

Gods… or that God is divided up into thirds to make a whole.  We describe how God the Father 

is not the true god while the Son and the Holy Spirit are just merely “sub-gods.”  We describe what 

God is not in order to better understand who He is… even though the mystery of the Trinity still 

eludes us. How can God be three persons yet one God? 

 In the Epistle text for today, St. Paul writes to the church in Ephesus and helps us to 

understand what our “standing” before Him actually is.  He helps us to see who we are, by saying 

repeatedly what we are not.  “You were dead in your transgressions and sins” (Eph. 2:1), which 

means you are not anymore.  “You are no longer foreigners and aliens” (v. 19), which means that 

you no longer have that standing.  Of course, sin is still around, and it’s still around in your life, 

not just someone else’s.  “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not 

in us” (1 John 1:8).  But even though sin is real, and even though you still feel the pull and tug of 

it, you are not dead in it anymore.  You’re not buried in it; it no longer surrounds you and holds 

you the way the ground surrounds and holds a dead body in the cemetery.  That helps us to 

understand what we are not and where we do not stand. 

 So, if you are not dead in sin, if you are not a foreigner or a stranger to the Lord anymore, 

then what are you?  St. Paul does not keep us in the dark about that, either.  Your standing, he says, 

is this: “God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in 

transgressions – it is by grace you have been saved” (Eph. 2:4-5).  Oh yes, God still sees your sin. 

He doesn’t gloss over it.  He doesn’t say that it makes no difference.  But despite our sin, He has 

made us alive, and He has shown us kindness and mercy.  He treats us just like one of the family.  

He gives us a “new standing”.  One we do not deserve but gifts it to us out of His unfathomable 

mercy. 

 When God gives us a new standing, it is just that – a standing.  Note that Paul does not say 

God has merely give us an opportunity or a chance to get something good some day off in the wild 

blue future.  No, “God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms” 

(v.6). Right now, already today, the Lord looks on us as already raised and already at home in 

heaven.  Just as everyone knows that construction on a project will take longer than estimated (like 

the construction on our foundation and walkway to the playground and the construction on 72nd 

Street), so God above regards our resurrection and our ascension as a sure thing, even though in 

this life, the construction still goes on.  The construction, unpleasant as it may be at times, does 

not change the sure result: We are His! 

 It is true, until the day we are transferred to the church triumphant to be alongside the 

Savior in His waiting arms, we will remain a work in progress – always under construction.  This 

is no excuse for our sins, dear brothers and sisters.  God expects us not to live in sin.  We can’t go 



around saying, “I’m just a work in progress.  Never know what I might do to make you angry, to 

hurt your feelings, or to wound your heart severely.  I’m a sinner and that’s the way I am.  You are 

just going to have to live it.”  We cannot make excuses for what we do because we are imperfect 

people.  God’s expectation of us is that we keep His law.  He expects that from us.  And, we should 

expect it of ourselves.  We shouldn’t be satisfied with… well… just doing the best we can.  On 

this side of eternity, we strive to be who Christ made us to be.  We strive to be Christ-like… for 

that is our name: CHRIST-ian.  Let’s not give any excuses otherwise.  Embody Christ for your 

neighbor.  Be an example of Christ for your loved ones.  It’s not only what you should do, it’s 

what God commands you to do.  And His Word means everything. 

 “We are God’s workmanship” it says in verse 10 of the text.  From beginning to end, we 

are what we are because of Him.  He gave us a physical body, which the world can see.  He has 

made us citizens of heaven, which the world will see one of these days, too.  In the meantime, we 

are His children for all the days He gives us in this life.  The world around us needs to see that as 

well. 

 So, what do we do? We act like God’s workmanship.  Think of yourself as a tool for Jesus.  

You are His instrument for bringing light to this dark world.  Remember, when you bring the works 

of God in faith to others, you are acting as Christ in the midst of your neighbor.  Your God relies 

on you to be His instrument that abound with gifts for the sake of others.  You have a job as a 

Christian.  Not only do we live for Jesus our Lord, we live for our neighbor.  Remember the sum 

of the law is, “Love God above all things and love your neighbor as yourself.” 

 And this we do because He first loved us. We do this because He first gave us the grace we 

need for heaven.  This is not a deserved gift.  This is a gift that comes out of an unconditional love 

that keeps on flowing to us through Christ Jesus.  “For by grace you have been saved through 

faith. And this is not your own doing, not a result of works, so that no on may boast.” 

 Paul wrote these words guided by the Holy Spirit so that the Ephesians, and you and me, 

would not get all caught up in what we do to find favor in the eyes of God.  No, we do what we do 

for this church and for others because we are saved by grace, not in order to find favor with God 

so He will love us more.  He already loves you to the max.  And, Paul says these words so that we 

do not put our works before our neighbor and act like we are loved more by God because of them 

– that we are better than our neighbor because we do more.  No, we do more because it serves your 

neighbor… He benefits and this pleases God.  If works were to get us extra bonus points with God, 

then we would have room to boast to others about what we do.  But it doesn’t. 

 This is what faith is not, according to Paul.  It’s not a measurement of how good you are.  

It’s not works done by individuals.  It’s not something we have apart from God.  So, we know 

what it is not, now we know what it is.  It’s a gift.  Faith goes with works like heat and a flame – 

they are inseparable but they are not the same thing.  It’s good to know what faith is not, so we 

can understand what faith is… and how we are saved.  As you can tell, Paul takes salvation off of 

our works and puts it on the shoulders of our Savior who died for us on the cross.  Now we know 

what it is.  By grace we are saved through faith.  This is a gift of God… not our own doing.  Thanks 

be to God this undeserved gift is ours.  Amen.  

 The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus. Amen. 

  


