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 Malachi is the last book in the Old Testament.  He was the last living prophet of that era and 

between his writing and that of the New Testament Gospels, about 400 years would elapse.  But to 

understand Malachi, who he was and what he wrote, a little history lesson about what was happening 

with God’s people that day may be in order. 

 To understand Malachi we need to understand the events that took place during the days of 

Ezra and Nehemiah.  Here’s what happened.  The Babylonian captivity of God’s people took place 

about 587 B.C. to about 537 B.C. – give or take a few years. The captivity ended because the 

Babylonian Empire (a region to the east of the Holy Land ruled by King Nebuchadnezzar) was 

overrun by the Persian Empire.  The Persians allowed God’s people to return to their homeland.  The 

Persian rulers Cyrus and later, Darius encouraged this return and helped to fund it.  The Old Testament 

books of Ezra and Nehemiah recount the history of God’s people returning to the Holy Land to rebuild 

the Temple (Ezra) and the wall (Nehemiah) that surrounds the city of Jerusalem – both were destroyed 

during the various raids that took the people out of their land and to Babylon in the first place. 

 Now, I mention Ezra and Nehemiah who recount two important events during the time of the 

return from exile because Malachi was a contemporary of both of them.  These three prophets explain 

how God’s people came back to the Promised Land and, in so doing, set the stage for the coming 

Messiah – the world’s Savior – to be born, just as God promised. 

 So, in about 516 B.C. God’s people finally finished rebuilding the Temple and they began to 

worship there.  Haggai and Zechariah, two other prophets and Old Testament books provide promises 

of blessings that would surely be upon all the people. However, all these blessings seemed a long 

time in coming. Struggles, dangers, and troubles continued and the people became discouraged.  Had 

God lied to them? Some wondered about that.  Malachi wrote to reassure them of the Lord’s enduring 

love.  He would be faithful and He would keep his promises. 

 But Malachi also wrote to confront some of the people with their faithlessness.  Zechariah had 

called for inward repentance and a renewed commitment to the Lord.  The priests were corrupt and 

greedy.  They took bribes and looked for ways to enrich themselves.  The people were just going 

through the motions in worship, not really caring about God and shrugging off the Law and His love.  

They stopped bringing their offerings and thought that God should be satisfied with that nonetheless.  

Many husbands and wives were quarreling and getting divorced.  They were hurting themselves and 

their children.  They were cheating one another and they were allowing the poor to go hungry.  They 

neglected the widows and the orphans who were the people that needed the people of God the most.  

The people were running out of patience while they waited for the Lord to return.  They thought He 

would return to His people in miraculous ways right there and then when the temple was complete.  

He did, but not in the way they expected.  What God wanted most was that His people live in love for 

Him and for one another.  Only then would their worship in the new temple mean anything!  

 Malachi wrote this almost 2500 years ago. But we might think that he could have written it 

yesterday.  Does the list of sins sound familiar to you?  They should.  Nothing has really changed.  

God’s people, corrupt and greedy – even if just a little.  God’s people not caring about God and 

shrugging off the Law and His love. Quarreling and broken families.  People cheating each other and 

ignoring those the most in need.  Malachi’s message rings as true today as when he first proclaimed 

it when he warns, “For behold, the days are coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and 



all evildoers will be stubble.  The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the Lord of host, so 

that it will leave them neither root nor branch.”   

 The words of the prophets were meant for those who lived during their day.  But they are also 

meant for us today.  They speak directly to us and the expose our sins as well.  We too need to heed 

the warning… the Lord is coming… burning like an oven… all evildoers will be stubble… all shall 

be set ablaze… He will not leave them neither root nor branch.  You hear the judgement of God in 

the “fire” language Malachi uses.  It buns up the wicked. It reduces us to stubble.  Even hell is 

associated with fire as Donte’s Inferno illustrated images that seem to be “burned” into our minds 

when we think of everlasting damnation. 

 But fire doesn’t always burn and destroy like in the final judgement for unbelievers.  Fire also 

refines and purifies.  That’s the kind of fire that is described as the “Sun of righteousness” in the Old 

Testament text for today. What does the sun do?  It warms the believer with the healing message of 

God’s righteousness in Christ.  The sun brings to light the truth of God so that it can be visible and 

knowing to His people.  You know we call Jesus the SON.  Did you know we also call him the SUN? 

 There are two popular hymns that liken Jesus to the sun.  One we will be singing at Christmas, 

Hark the Harold Angels Sing.  “Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!  Hail the sun of 

righteousness!”  Also, there is another hymn called Christ Whose Glory Fills the Skies.  It says, “Sun 

of righteousness, arise, Triumph o’er the shades of night…”  The warmth of Christ’s righteousness 

remains upon the faithful.  The bright beams of light are the “healing in its wings” talked about in 

verse two of the Old Testament text.  When evil seems to win the day, the SUN of righteousness 

penetrates the darkness and reaches the faithful.  This is Jesus as the SUN who, on the last day, 

promises you and me righteousness that can only come by what He did on that cross at Calvary. 

 The Sun of Righteousness – S-U-N and the Son of Righteousness – S-O-N are one in the 

same.  Both expel the darkness with radiant truth. Both are the lamp unto our feet and the light unto 

our path.  Nothing is more needful than light as the days get colder and darker (this winter season).  

And it’s this light – this S-U-N Jesus – this S-O-N Jesus – is what our dark world needs right now 

more than ever. 

 Last Sunday the theme was preparation as we heard the Triumphal Entry Gospel lesson which 

sounded more like Palm Sunday than Advent.  This Sunday’s theme is, “Your King is coming again, 

visibly and in power and glory, to deliver His own from all evil.”  Today’s Advent theme is a message 

of hope and encouragement.  Encouragement, like that of the people of God who were allowed to 

return to the Holy Land, their land and God’s land, after years in captivity.  Hope, like a Temple 

rebuilt for God’s people so that they may worship their Lord once again as a community. 

 Today, we gather in God’s Temple… His Holy House… to receive His blessed gifts.  Be not 

discouraged and be of good hope, beloved in the Lord.  He comes and He WILL come.  Like God’s 

children in the Old Testament, we get antsy from time to time, waiting on the Lord… waiting for test 

results… waiting for the dispute to resolve itself… waiting on an answer from the Lord.  Be of good 

cheer, beloved, the Lord comes at the right time.  He comes for you.  He comes for sinners who do 

not deserve it and He comes because His mercy is greater than anything we could ever imagine. 

 Today, in the midst of trouble, our Lord comes.  He guards, He keeps and He sustains His 

beloved.  That’s you.  He is with you.  He will give you strength and peace.  Be encouraged… have 

hope… Your Lord never forgets His promises.  Never.  Amen 

The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  

Amen. 

   


