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And at the sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each one was hearing 

them speak in his own language. And they were amazed and astonished saying, “Are not all these who 

are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language?” 

 

 Today’s cultural mantra rests heavily on themes like equality and diversity. Tactics to achieve a 

higher level of such things within society has resulted in the world witnessing everything from peaceful 

protests and thoughtfully articulated arguments to raging and destructive street-mobs. People have all 

sorts of ideas how to attain equality and diversity. And, they even have different understandings of what 

things like equality and diversity really mean in the first place. This results in a lot of confusion, 

misunderstanding and anger between parties, groups and individuals. 

 The Bible, in particular the Acts text for today, provides a lens through which we as a church are 

able to understand God’s view of equality and diversity. Beloved, this is not a political rant. This 

morning’s sermon has nothing to do with taking sides. Rather, it is simply of a display of God’s very 

own will for the sake of the church… and therefore all people. God literally changed the language of 

people on Pentecost so that everyone could hear God’s Word in their own language. This amazed and 

astonished the people. It “bewildered” them, it says in the text. This is how God demonstrates equality 

and diversity. First and foremost He desires all to hear and come to the knowledge of the faith.  

 Beloved, this is how God does it on Pentecost. Not with a protest against the establishment. Not 

with a call to arms and the waging of war. Instead, the Holy Spirit is poured out on the people and the 

people, every one of them, heard the Gospel of Jesus. All the people heard the words of eternal life. God 

welcomes all the church, loves all, shows how this message is for all, and sends people out to the ends 

of the earth with the message of hope and salvation on their lips. All the while God knows that this 

Gospel will be met with resistance. That there will be protests against it. That there will be wars waged 

because of it. The world is still the world. 

 God’s equality and diversity is His love for all people. There is no color of people excluded. 

There is no gender excluded from His love. There is no age excluded from His love. And nowhere is this 

more apparent than here in the book of Acts at Pentecost. 

 For example… Jesus called Gentiles, not just His fellow Jewish kinsmen, to be His disciples. If 

you were looking for a cultural scandal for the time, that would have been one of the greats. God called 

Saul, the greatest persecutor of the faith, to be His apostle. He changed his name to Paul. A man who 

hated Christians became the greatest friend to Jesus and His church. God called an Ethiopian eunuch 

through His servant Phillip… He was baptized and became a Christian. Paul baptizes the whole 

household… young and old… of a Philippian jailer. Paul, Silas, Barnabas, Mark and a host of others 

didn’t stay in Jerusalem in the hopes that the church would come to them. No, rather, they went to the 

ends of the earth… to all the people. Even to the church in Corinth that was filled with people that, today, 

any of us might feel ashamed to even associate with. They were bad people, yet loved by God. 

Forgiveness was the word for the Church in Corinth too. 

 And it’s even the word for four young confirmands that we have with us today. Oh sure, we 

might think these four can’t be equal to all of us. For crying out loud, they’re just kids. And, they aren’t 

even confirmed yet. You kids, what kinds of rights do you have? You can’t drive. You can’t drink alcohol 

(except at Holy Communion). You can’t take out a loan. Your job options are very limited. Your rights 



and privileges are limited.  Besides, the four of you are girls. Ewww… girls. You probably got cooties. 

At least that’s what all the boys back in school said about girls. 

 The Day of Pentecost tells the story about how God desired His church to be. A diverse church. 

A church where the Word of God is shared and applied in law and Gospel equally to all people… all 

people… even girls. 

 So God’s church is for every kind of person… even sinners. Thank God for that. Because no 

matter who we are… we know we are all sinners. We have all sinned and fallen short of the glory of 

God. We are all people who need to repent, and recognize that what we have done to break God’s law… 

to harm others (whether that be out in the open or secretly)… to live in the shadows… to quietly go 

about our wrong-doing. We are all equally dead without faith. We are all proponents of our own 

segregation from God when we desire to live in the realm of separation from God’s will. And that is 

what sin does… it separates us from God. That is the most dangerous place to be in… away from what 

God wants to give to every person of every race and who have committed every kind of sin. 

 Wouldn’t it be great if the church, like the church at Pentecost, would be so active to share the 

message of Christ… hope and salvation… to such an expanse of the entire world? Perhaps Christians 

can take a page out of the “activists” playbook on that one… to be so bold in our faith… to share the 

good news to the ends of the earth… to not sit on our hands or keep our voices from uttering the truth in 

love when the time calls for it. 

 Beloved, should we step into action together? Is Acts chapter two a cry out from God that He has 

enlisted us into His army of disciples today? What kind of example should we be setting for the next 

generation of Christians like the ones who are receiving Holy Communion in the church for the first time 

today? What kind of church will they inherit? Big questions to ask. Big questions to ponder. 

 Perhaps a day like Pentecost and Confirmation makes us think about questions like that. And 

they are worth asking and revisiting. But we need not be confused by the kind of activity that the Lord 

would like for the whole church to be a part of. It’s the activity of furthering Christ’s church on earth. It 

involves each and every one of us – young and old… from every type of background and skin color. 

 Pentecost is called the birthday of the church. And at this birthday party, the celebration was not 

to stay where the celebration began. The tongues of fire, the raining down of the Holy Spirit, was for 

sure a brilliant display of what God can do for the church. However, that’s not what the Gospel message 

is all about. It’s about the cross on the lips of those new disciples who spoke in all kinds of languages. 

They could speak in new languages so that they could tell of Jesus, not so they could tell of what 

happened in Jerusalem at the church’s birthday. Keep in mind what is the most important… the most 

blessed for the church – Jesus Christ and Him crucified. 

 He is the most important thing for your life, new confirmands. And for the rest of us too. Keep 

Jesus at the center of your lives. Parents, continue to foster this relationship we see growing right before 

our eyes. You still play a very important role in their spiritual formation. We all do, together. All of us… 

no matter who we are… we belong to Jesus.  There is no color of skin, gender, background, nationality 

better than the other. The Lord teaches us that in the lesson of Pentecost today. Therefore, you are 

blessed… all of you.  You are loved, redeemed… all of you.  You are the church… we are the church… 

all of us.  Amen. 

 

The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 


