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 The Gospel text, the parable of the rich man and Lazarus is really the third story in a trilogy of 

parables that Jesus used to teach the Pharisees, tax collectors and His disciples. The first parable in this 

trilogy is found in Luke 15, the parable of the prodigal son. That parable describes a wayward son who 

wastes his father’s money. The second parable is about a dishonest steward. He is wasteful of his master’s 

money. The third parable, the parable of the rich man and Lazarus, is about a man who wastes his very 

own money. So please realize, this is not a parable that tells us being rich is bad and being poor is good. 

This is a parable about wastefulness.   

 Any of these parables make for a good stewardship lesson that is a lesson on how to manage our 

physical blessings as if they belong to God (which they do) and not to us. Yet, there is so much more 

this parable teaches us. So, let’s take a look at the Gospel reading appointed for the 1st Sunday after 

Trinity by first understanding the two main characters in this parable so that we might see how Jesus’ 

message is as much for us today as it was for those to whom He taught two thousand years ago. 

 First, let’s look at the rich man. Notice he doesn’t have a name. The most important person in 

society with all the money and status in the world is not even given a name by Jesus. The Savior simply 

describes him as a man who wore the finest of clothes, purple and fine linen and he feasted sumptuously 

every day. From this, we know he is very rich. The purple dye was very expensive and only the very 

wealthy could afford it. And as for as the fine linen… those are undergarments most likely imported 

from Egypt where one acquires only the finest and the most comfortable underwear. 

 The fact that he feasted sumptuously every day is something to be noted. You see, the key words 

in that explanation are not “feasted” or “sumptuously,” but rather “every day.” That’s what grabbed his 

audience’s attention. The reason, there was one day you didn’t feast sumptuously. That was the Sabbath 

day. Jesus tells us that this man did not observe the Sabbath laws. In other words, he was an outsider to 

the faith. His wealth didn’t condemn him. No, rather, his faithlessness did. 

 Now let’s take a look at Lazarus. Notice he has a name. Remember how Jesus says the first will 

be last and the last will be first? In the eyes of the world, there could be no one as lowly as this beggar. 

In the parable, Jesus describes him as a man who had to be laid at the gate of the rich man. He was not 

even strong enough to walk there himself. He sought mercy from the rich man and desired the smallest 

scraps of food that the master counted as trash – that which fell from his table that only dogs were entitled 

to. Speaking of dogs, Lazarus had dogs licking at his sores. In other words, they attended to him. They 

were his medical personnel. He is so low that beasts act as his doctors. And those beasts don’t even 

belong to him. 

 But then comes this great reversal. Jesus turns everything upside down again. They both die and 

Lazarus gets no funeral but yet is carried to Abraham’s side. Now that is a blessed celebration. The rich 

man probably had a grand celebration in his honor on earth but ends up in Hades, in torment. The man 

who had everything gets nothing and the man who has nothing gets everything. And now with nothing 

we hear the cry for mercy from the rich man. He is suffering in eternal anguish. He says, “Father 

Abraham, have mercy on me.” The rich man becomes the beggar. 

 Two lessons amid this story that I would like for us to see. First, don’t forget that this is a parable 

not about being rich or poor, but rather about wastefulness. The rich man had everything. The rich man 

wasted all of God’s gifts given to him in this world on himself. In other words, he never acknowledged 

God. His belly was more important that worship, even as a man who had more than enough for every 



other day of the week. His comfort was more important than helping Lazarus which is a lesson given to 

us elsewhere in Scripture. Jesus says in Matthew chapter twenty five, “Truly, I say to you, as you did it 

to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.” Serving our neighbor is serving Christ. For the 

rich man, there was no one more important than the rich man. For the rich man, there was no god more 

important than himself. Don’t be the rich man. 

 Second, and more importantly, God gives us a glimpse into what truly matters: faithfulness amid 

all circumstances. God shows us His goodness may not be what we expect. Here’s an interesting tidbit 

for you: the name “Lazarus” means the one who God helps. We do not expect that to be his name – not 

this poor man. God helps him, we ask? It seems as though God is doing the opposite of helping him. He 

is letting him suffer at the gate of the rich man. If God helps him, then why can’t he walk… why are 

dogs licking his wounds… why is he starving? Maybe we are looking at God’s help all wrong. 

 It’s easy to look at God being helpful in certain ways. For example, we ask God to help a sick 

family member to get well. And when that person does not get well, we think that God didn’t help at all. 

We ask God to help us get a new job. When we don’t get that job, we think that God did not help at all. 

When we continue to languish amid sufferings, physical or emotional, we are quick to think that God is 

not at all a helpful kind of God. 

 Beloved in the Lord, no matter what is happening in your life right now… your worries and 

concerns, your fears and distress, your anger or despair… your name is Lazarus. God’s help does not 

always come the way we think it should come. God’s help does not always look the way we think it 

should. But make no mistake, brothers and sisters in Christ, it comes. 

 It comes to poor sinners who don’t deserve any of God’s mercy. It comes to Christians who think 

they don’t deserve what God freely gives. It comes to all of us.  

 However, if we get puffed up in our own good works… if we think more highly of ourselves than 

of God’s gift of faith and redeeming mercy… if we are only concerned about ourselves and not our 

neighbor, God calls us to repent. God, our helper is with us – even when we do good things, have faith, 

and still feel like His help is not enough for us right now. God knows the right way to help you. He 

knows and He promises it to you. 

 You may feel like Lazarus. That is, you may feel like you are “misnamed.” You observe how 

evil seems to prosper and you, as a faithful beggar, continues to suffer. Don’t forget the ultimate reward 

for Lazarus. And that reward is yours by grace through faith. God does not promise an easy way for this 

life. The twists and turns and bumps and bruises may be more than we can handle at times. But we have 

a God who never leaves us. We have a God who is our helper, our Savior, and our everlasting hope. 

 In the parable the least noble man becomes the one who is carried off to Abraham’s side in 

heaven. The noblest man, who wasted all of God’s gifts – physical and spiritual – spends eternity in 

death. Notice how God disguises Himself in His blessings. He hides His glory in shame, His power in 

weakness, His riches in poverty, His majesty in lowliness. We see this most clearly in the incarnation of 

Jesus. Glory and majesty became a lowly child. Here’s how St. Paul put it: “God chose what is foolish 

in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose 

what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing the things that are” 

(1 Cor. 1:27-28). 

 We may not always see God’s favor amid the brokenness that often consumes us. However, it’s 

there. It’s with you. It’s yours. You are His favored child. You are His Lazarus. Amen. 

 The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus. Amen.  


