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 St. Paul mentions to Pastor Timothy, in this letter appointed as our epistle text for today, 

that “first of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made 

for all people…” Those words are synonyms for the one work Paul mentions… prayer. Prayer is 

simply speaking to our Lord. It is taking our cares, our troubles, our concerns, worries, and even 

our joys and thanksgiving to the Lord. For the sake of others… for the sake of the Christian 

community… as the church, Paul says, “first of all… pray.”  

 In the introduction of the Lord’s Prayer we are quick to identify the one to whom we pray.  

We say “Our Father who art in heaven.”  Such an intimate way to address our God. We don’t say, 

“Your Majesty.” We wouldn’t think of addressing our God as, “Your Honor.” These titles, though 

they indicate that God is over the rest of us, don’t describe who our God really is to us. So, we 

address God with a most endearing term… “Father.” This is God’s most descriptive and endearing 

identity. 

 God is our Father. And Luther explains how we are to use and understand this title in our 

prayers.  Turn, if you will, to page 323 in your hymnal and look at the explanation of the 

Introduction of the Lord’s Prayer (about half way down the second column). Let’s read the 

explanation to the introduction written by Martin Luther after the question, “What does this 

mean?” 

 

 With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that He is our true Father and that we 

are His true children, so that with all boldness and confidence we may ask Him as dear children 

ask their dear father. 

 

 Notice how our Lord desires us to approach Him in our petitions. Notice again how “His 

true children” are to come before the heavenly throne in the words that the Savior gives to His 

disciples in the first place as Luther explains: “with all boldness and confidence…” This shows 

us how our approach should not thrust our prayers heavenward with phrases like, “Lord, if you 

could… Lord, if you might…” Our prayers are not to be “bold-less” but made in confidence to our 

God who hears our prayers and desires His precious children to ask of Him as we ask our dear 

Father. 

 Our prayers as the church are important. They are not only important here when we gather 

for the Divine Service, but also in our homes, in our time meditating on God’s Word in study.  The 

prayers of the church extend beyond these walls… as we are still a church, a people of God that 

live in our communities that pray for the needy and in thanksgiving for what He gives. 

 This is our God – our Father – the approachable loving Lord who desires for His children 

to talk to Him. He wants us to tell Him what we need. He is set, ready to pour out His blessed salve 

of healing upon our broken lives. As we look at the life of our Lord Jesus, we see how He shows 

us how to live, how to grow, and how to connect with our heavenly Father. We are joined to Him 

through a living and breathing gift called the Holy Word and this Word includes our conversations.  

I like to think of our Savior’s words in John chapter fifteen, “I am the vine and you are the 

branches… If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be 

done for you,” as the connecting words of Jesus that breathe into us life – breathed out in 

conversation – a conversation with Him that has already been given to us.  For this reason we listen 

to the voice of the Father as His words direct our on-going dialog called prayer. 



 From the time we began to speak, we were given every word to say. We heard these words, 

learned what they mean, and began using them to form questions and responses. We learned from 

others who gave us proper definitions and contexts. For instance, we learned what to say as 

children by imitating what we had heard from our parents and others over and over again. This, 

too, is the foundation for our prayer. We hear what God says and we say it back to Him. This is 

how conversations go. This is how we know we can pray to God what is truly on our hearts. When 

we look at the way the people of God in the Bible pray, we know that we can be absolutely honest 

with him. 

 I was recently asked, “Is it okay to pray that God would make me feel better? That God 

would take away my chronic pain? I’m praying for myself when I pray that way. Is that allowed?”  

The answer is, “Yes! Absolutely yes! We hear in God’s Word, “call upon me in the day of trouble, 

I will deliver you and you will honor me” (Psalm 51). We honor God by calling on Him when 

troubles come… troubles for ourselves and for others. 

 In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus explicitly says, “Ask and it will be given to you; seek 

and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; the 

one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened” (Matt. 7). God stands 

poised and ready to answer our prayer. Be honest with Him.  What do you need?  What troubles 

you about your life, about this world, or even about the way God acts in the midst of it all?  Be 

honest with God.  Don’t shut Him out. Call on Him. Stick Him with your problems. He says to do 

it. 

 God does answer your prayers… all of them.  Maybe not the way you think He should… 

but He does. So, we call out to Him with supplications (prayers for specific needs) prayers and 

intersessions (that is, petitions for others) and thanksgiving prayers… for all people… just like 

Paul said to Timothy.  This is what the church does and you are the church! So God provides us 

with the words of prayer in His Word.  He gives us freedom to make all sorts of requests. We have 

a God who desires to be there for us… so close to us… and comfort us when times are the most 

difficult. 

 Why can we be so bold and confident in our prayers, like Luther explains in the explanation 

of the introduction to the Lord’s Prayer?  Because we are His precious children.  Because He has 

done all we ever need already.  He gave His only begotten Son die for you… that means, He loves 

you with everything you need.  He loves you with a Father’s love.  He loves to save your soul.  He 

loves to bring comfort to you in times of distress.  And so as a church we are reminded that God 

comforts us with His presence… a “with us always” presence… a giving you the means of grace 

and the life everlasting through the forgiveness of your sins presence.  Not for just in this place but 

to take with us when we go about our days out in the world. 

 This Memorial Day weekend we remember those who gave the ultimate price for our 

freedom.  God using our loved ones to protect and serve our country.  Those who serve like this 

honor God by serving.  They serve because of what they believe in. And so do we. We serve what 

we believe in and what is important to us. That’s why our relationship with God is important 

enough to pray. And God serves us through His Son. Giving us life everlasting to His beloved 

children… He with boldness and confidence to give Jesus on the cross for us.  What an ultimate 

sacrifice that is… for you and for me. 

 With boldness and confidence, pray! That’s what we can do… to put it before our Lord.  

With boldness and confidence, God comes… and loves us… and saves us.  Thanks be to God. 

Amen. 

The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  

Amen.  

 


