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 Where is heaven?  That question was asked again by the confirmation class just a couple of weeks 

ago. It stumps us.  It befuddles us.  We can’t comprehend or understand how big heaven must be and it 

must be somewhere… because it’s real... and those who die in the Lord’s faith will end up there…  and if 

it’s real I should be able to point to it… understand where its located.  So, pastor, where is heaven? 

 It says in v.16 that on the last day – when the Lord will return to judge both the living and dead – 

Jesus “will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound 

of the trumpet of God.”  If the Lord is going to “descend” then it must follow that we understand God is 

“up.”  That must be where heaven is – up.  When Jesus ascended into heaven there was no mistake that the 

disciples were “looking – up” watching their Savior physically rise up before them.  In Ephesians chapter 

4 Paul said in verses 9 and 10, “In saying, ‘He ascended,’ what does it mean but that he had also descended 

into the lower parts of the earth?  He who descended is the one who also ascended far above all the heavens, 

that he might fill all things.”  Even in the Nicene Creed we confessed together we spoke with language that 

would have Jesus ascending when He is going to heaven and descending when He is going other places – 

earth or even into hell. 

 So, there you have it – that’s your answer.  The answer to the age ole question of, “where is heaven” 

seems to be answered quite clearly in the Scriptures… Heaven is up.  There – now you know.  What, not 

specific enough for you??  It wasn’t for the confirmation class a couple of weeks ago.  It wasn’t specific 

enough at all.  Well, for those of us who really want to know – that’s true – to just say that heaven is “up” 

is not specific enough.  But does it really matter for us to know where heaven is?  I really don’t think so.   

 One of my favorite professors at the seminary who just died a few weeks back, Dr. Norman Nagel, 

was quite animate that not only answers to questions could be wrong, but that we sometimes ask the wrong 

questions.  So, here’s something else to ponder.  To ask, “Where is heaven,” Dr. Nagel would say, “That’s 

the wrong question.”  The right question is not “Where is heaven” – but rather “When is heaven.”  You see, 

The Bible is not telling us where heaven is when it tells us that Jesus “ascended” and “descended,” rather 

it’s telling us “when” it is. 

 And the when is so much more important than the where.  Even for you and me.  The better question 

for us today is not “where are we?”  The better question is “when are we?”  We are often so hung up on the 

“where.”  We put pictures of “where” we are on social media.  Tell all our friends, “where” we have been.  

Oh, that’s impressive… I’m going to “like” that picture on Facebook. 

 You see, during these last days of the church year our attention turns to the “end times” – the coming 

of our Lord on the last day.  Of course the Epistle text from Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians speaks directly 

to this issue -- our Lord coming again to judge both the living and the dead.  Our Lord’s coming – His 

descending to earth – begs the better question from us – “When?”  When will this be… not “where” will 

we be?  “When” is the right question. “Where” is the wrong question.  I know, you still want to know, don’t 

you. 

 To ask the question of “where is heaven” is not as important as asking the question “when is heaven 

(coming).”  But for us is the “where” still important for us to consider?  I would say yes, if it’s the right 

“where” question.  In other words, the right “where” question is; Where are we in our life with Christ.  For 

example, where are we in our relationships – with our family – with our daily walk with Jesus?  Would 

Jesus be proud of the walk we are walking?  Or, are we at a place in our life (the where) that is not God 

pleasing? 

 Where are we?  Where is our mind when temptation beckons us to abandon our walk in Christ and 

go down our own dangerous path?  In other words, can temptation, in whatever form it comes, lead us to 

carry out certain sins?  Absolutely.  It all begins in our minds and sinful hearts.  Our temptation may be 



food or laziness.  It might include a promiscuous lifestyle.  It might include being “tempted” to speak 

spiteful, hurtful words about someone else – and sometimes doing such things.  It all starts in our heart – 

this is a sin.  We compound such things by taking action on these sins. 

You see, this is “where we are at.”  The “where” of our life always reveals the stark reality that we 

are in sin.  In our thoughts – temptations that begin with leading us to think – everything will be alright – 

In our words, as we speak things that don’t flatter God, ourselves or others when we don’t put the best 

construction on those things going on around us.  And in our deeds – when we take part in the abuses of sin 

and our actions end up hurting ourselves and others.  Our sins in thought, word and deed are a part of each 

and every one of our human nature.  Stay away from the temptation – which leads to words and actions that 

are difficult to control because of our sinful selfish disposition.  You see, in this world – that’s where we 

are at.  Here, “the where,” is where we have a difficult job fighting the battle against sin everyday. 

That’s the where.  And if we were left in that “where we are” in this world – we would be left 

floundering, never content, and never able to attain anything that could give us hope.  The “where” does 

not give us hope.  So, we ask the question again – “where is heaven?”  Apparently it’s up.  But honestly it 

really doesn’t matter.  That’s the wrong question. 

The right question is “When is heaven” and that’s what our text from 1 Thessalonians deals with 

today.  We live in the “now” time.  We live in the today.  That’s a question of “when.”  When – in terms of 

our life in Christ is so much more important than where.  This is how God deals with us – when and not 

where. 

You see, at just the right time the Father sent His Son – the where was significant but not really 

important.  He could have saved us from our sins – died on the cross – rose from the dead anywhere that 

He promised.  It’s the “when” that mattered.  He came at just the right time – when we needed Him the 

most.  He came – descended from heaven to be born among us.  Did He come down physically?  Well, yes.  

But better understood, God “came down” to be like one of us.  He came down to our level by humbling 

Himself to be born of a virgin.  He took on our flesh and became like us.  That’s how Jesus descended.  He 

didn’t do this by coming down from a place that is way up in the sky.  He descended to be like us – in the 

flesh – so He could die that we might live. 

And “when” all this took place, we received the forgiveness of sins.  When our Lord died – all our 

sins were placed on Him and taken away from us.  This all happened at just the right time (when) no matter 

at just the right place (where).  

 And then He ascended into heaven.  Where did He go?  No matter, brothers and sisters in Christ.  

No matter at all.  Again, it’s the “when” not the “where” we concern ourselves with.  He ascended into 

heaven to show us that we receive the very same ascension “when” the Lord says it’s the right time for us. 

 And so now the promise is for us in the text that He will come again – He will descend to be with 

us again on the last day.  He will come to raise us up and meet the Lord in the air and so we will always be 

with the Lord.  Does it matter where?  Does it matter where Jesus will take us?  Does it matter where heaven 

happens to be?  Is that really the question we need to concern ourselves with? 

 Today we wait with hopeful anticipation that the Lord will come sooner rather than later.  We suffer 

in this world because we are corrupted by sin.  So, our Hope is in the promise given to us – that He will 

come again.  Come Lord Jesus quickly, we are waiting for you. 

 Thanks be to God that when He says that He will descend, He means that He comes to us at just the 

right time.  Not too late, never too early – but just at the right time.  He comes at just the right time for you 

and me.  Where is heaven?  It matters not.  When it heaven?  That’s the question.  To that we say – Come 

Lord Jesus.  Save us as you have already given us your precious life.  Amen. 

  The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  

 


