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 Allow me to begin with a quick reminder about how to understand the Bible.  All of Scripture 

falls into two distinct and separate categories… the Law and the Gospel. The Law acts as a curb to 

keep us on the right path… a mirror that shows us our sins (such as when we look at our life in light 

of the Ten Commandments… I don’t live up to them and I see my sins), or a guide or a rule for living 

for the sake of our neighbor. The Gospel shows us Jesus… and even more.  It is the work of salvation 

done by our Lord for our forgiveness of sins.  It’s completely the work of God for us and the Gospel 

alone is the message of life and salvation, never the law.  The Gospel is distinct from the Law. We 

cannot be saved through the law… or by keeping the law.  Yet, it does have an important function for 

Christians. 

 In the Epistle appointed for today we hear a lot of “law” words. Peter gives this word… 

although keeping this word will not give us life in heaven… for the sake of our life here. These are 

expectations from God. In other words, we are supposed to do them… all of them… even when they 

don’t make much sense.  Some of them do, but not all of them. Listen to these “law” words given in 

the text. These words demand something of us… what we are supposed to “do.” 

 Abstain from the passions of the flesh… 

 Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable (remember, Gentiles used here are 

unbelievers). 

 Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution. 

 Live as people who are free, not using freedom as a cover-up for evil. 

 Honor everyone! 

 Be subject to your masters… 

  

 Some of these demands… these “law” words make every bit of sense. Abstain from the 

passions of the flesh, for instance. Ya, that’s sixth commandment stuff. We get that. But then we hear 

that we must be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution… and honor EVERYONE… 

and be subject to your masters, which goes on to say, not only the good and gentle masters but also 

to the unjust masters.  Oh wow.  Now that doesn’t seem right.  That doesn’t make sense.  We are to 

honor those who do not act honorably… toward us… who persecute us… who have wronged us?  

That can’t be right, could it? 

 Keeping the law of God, especially when circumstances are particularly difficult… and may 

not even make sense to us… is very hard. We may even think it can’t be right. Why would God 

demand that I “be subject for the Lord’s sake, to every human institution?” That doesn’t seem right. 

And besides, that’s hard! Very hard! Especially when they don’t “deserve” honor. What if they are 

tyrants? What if they persecute us? 

 You see, our problem with statements like these we hear in the text is that we don’t understand 

what the keeping the law actually means. For instance, allow me to ask you a question and I want you 

to think about an answer (don’t say it out loud… remember, we are Lutherans. We don’t talk during 

the sermon). I want you to think about a “one-word” definition of the word, “Law.”  What word would 

you choose? How would you define it? 

 This might be hard to do. Recently, an on-line survey asked the same question. And the word 

that most people gave as a definition to the word “Law” was, “obey.” Not bad. And maybe that’s the 



word that you chose. But I want you to know that it’s not the best word define Law.  Can you think 

of a better one?  I can, and when we apply it to what we hear in 1 Peter 2 we can start to understand 

why God says that we must be subject to those unsavory masters and other temporal authorities.  We 

understand what the law truly has us do.  A better “one-word” definition of “law” is, “love.” 

 Think about how Jesus summarizes the law when the lawyer asked Jesus about the greatest of 

all the commandments.  Jesus answered, “You shall love the Lord our God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great first commandment. And the second is like 

it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” The commandments are summarized in love. 

 Love your wife or your husband and yourself and abstain from the passions of the flesh. By 

abstaining, you show that you love your spouse and have desire to preserve the fact that you belong 

to your spouse and you are indeed one flesh.  Love your unbelieving neighbor.  God loves him so you 

are to love him too.  Treat him with respect and kindness… the way you would want to be treated.  

God is using you to show your neighbor what kind of God He really is – compassionate and long 

suffering. Love your government officials.  Though they were elected by man, God is still in charge 

of putting authorities over his people so that they may enjoy the protection and security that the earthly 

kingdom affords. Even when those we elect are not protecting our interests… even when they lie and 

steal and pass laws that cause us more pain and suffering, God says, love them and honor them.  God 

says love those who are put into positions of authority over us – even when they do things that show 

no love toward us. Through love comes obedience. 

 Even though we honor our leaders, and if they pass laws that harm us rather than help us, God 

says, you still must be subject to them.  That’s a hard teaching.  Now, we have every right to protest 

what we believe is unjust and to elect new leaders who protect our interests, but we do not have the 

option of dishonoring our current leadership.  However, if our leaders demand something that 

dishonors God, we cannot listen to man’s made-up laws but rather must heed God’s law.  God’s law 

is always first.  For example, if the city comes out with a new tax plan and it especially hurts your 

pocketbook, you must honor the law even though you disagree with it… even if that law was made 

to hurt you in particular.  However, if our leadership passed a law that demanded the murder of the 

very young or the every old, we must not obey the laws of man that go against the clear teachings of 

Scripture. 

 Recall, if you will, the short book of the Bible called Philemon. Paul writes Philemon from 

prison about a slave that ran away from him called Onesimus. Onesimus ran away from Philemon, 

perhaps because he was mistreated or because he longed to be free.  Paul sent him back.  He told 

Onesimus… be the best slave you can be. And he told Philemon, accept him back not only as a slave, 

but as a brother. In other words, love your slave.  And slave, love your master. 

 If we are a man or woman in authority, we are given a responsibility to love those under us… 

our co-workers… our children… If we are under authority, we have a responsibility to love and honor 

our superiors.  That’s what God says, and that’s what we are to do. 

 Jesus was the greatest of all servants and yet the man who was in complete authority.  He 

showed us how to lead… by becoming the greatest servant of all and dying on the cross for those who 

belong to Him.  It seems so backward, but that is the way Jesus would have it… for you.  And thank 

God because we needed a leader, one in authority, one who is perfect, one who loves beyond 

comparison, one who is our joy in the midst of sorrow and one who is willing to give everything for 

your eternal life.  That’s our Lord’s love… and His love is a Gospel love…a gift of faith love.  His 

love is beyond compare and that God that His love is a love that will never let us down. Amen 

 

The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and mind in Christ Jesus.  

Amen.  


