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A Little Book on Joy 
By Matthew C. Harrison 

 

“The secret to living a good news life in a bad news world is the joyous knowledge – by the gracious 

enlightenment of the Holy Spirit – that Christians are not always happy and joyous.  Far from it” (A 

Little Book on Joy, M.C. Harrison, p. 27, CPH). 
 

Do you have joy?  Perhaps you do and perhaps you don’t.  If you don’t have “joy” right now, you are not 

any less of a Christian.  If you don’t have joy right now, it means you are human – you are a sinner like me 

and the rest of your fellow believers.  Too often we equate our faith with joy.  Sometimes our faithful 

journey in life is “joy-less.”  Sometimes the life of a Christian is very hard and bad things get worse. 
 

Joy is a fruit of faith (Galatians 5:22).  But that doesn’t mean that we will always have joy.  Like a healthy 

apple tree will always produce apples… the fruit of the tree is only seasonal.  Sometimes the apple tree 

needs pruning.  The gardener cuts back the branches in anticipation that new branches will shoot forth... and 

bear much fruit!!  Like the fruit of a tree, Joy, too, has its season. 
 

The Bible is filled with joy.  It’s also filled with times of “no” joy.  And that does not mean the Holy Spirit 

is absent.  In our lives today, we often associate our gloomy days with the absence of God.  He is not absent.  

“I will never leave you, nor forsake you” (Heb. 13:5), says our Lord.  The Bible is true when it says, “For 

everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:  a time to be born, and a time to 

die… a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance…” (Ecclesiastes 3:2, 4).  

Just like troubles in the lives of every Christian, joy has its “time.” 
 

Joy is never far away because Jesus is never far away.  It’s so much more than a “feeling” or “experience” 

we have after something good happens.  Joy, in all its glorious magnitude, is found in the Incarnation of 

God.  Joy is “ever-present” even when you don’t feel it.  Joy will be with you because the Lord promises to 

be with you.  If you have “little” joy as a Christian today – I want you to know – you are not alone.  You are 

not alone in two very important ways.  1) Your fellow believers are not always joyous or happy.  “Far from 

it,” says Pastor Harrison in his book quoted above.  2)  You are never alone because your Lord never leaves 

you alone.  In your good times and in your bad times the Lord is “with you always, even to the end of the 

age” (Matt. 28:20). 
 

LCMS President, The Rev. Matthew Harrison, wrote a beautiful, “…Little Book of Joy.”  In it he writes 

about times of joy in the midst of great gladness… as well as times of joy in the midst of great suffering.  He 

tells the truth about joy.  Harrison concludes one chapter by saying, “The secret to living a good news life 

in a bad news world is to see myself, my sins, my darkest thoughts, my constant failings and 

weaknesses in the dark characters and their darker moments in the Bible… Then I shall have the 

joyous revelation of Martin Luther that ‘Christ dwells only in sinners’” (pp. 23, 24).  And thank God 

He does.  We are all sinners and, for sure, only sinners need a Savior.  What JOY it is to know… that’s 

exactly what we have. 
 

In Christ’s Service,  

 

 
 

Pastor Arnold  
 

More information on “A Little Book of Joy” inside this issue of The Shepherd’s Staff 



 
Our Refuge and Fortress when our World Crumbles 

 
  This September 11th marks the 10 year anniversary of one of the most catastrophic events in 
US history.  The terrorist bombing of the World Trade Center buildings in New York was one of 
those tragedies etched into our minds.  On that Tuesday in September of ’01, many of us 
remember just where we were when we heard (or saw) the news.  How did you respond? 
 When faced with an existential disaster such as this, questions abounded in the hearts of 
many.  While I don’t have the statistics, I recall that church attendance increased significantly.  
People wanted to know what God had to say.  As I remember 9-11, my mind is drawn to what the 
Lord has to say; particularly in few verses from Psalm 91: 
 
(v. 2)  I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God, in him will I trust. 
Everyone who is still dwelling in God’s help and is not yet in the heavenly kingdom often needs 
to flee and sometimes falls, but he is not dashed down because the Lord is his Refuge.  Let us say 
to the Lord, “You are my Refuge!”  All creation can say, “You are my creator;” every beast can 
say, “You are my Shepherd,” but only he who dwells under the Most High can say, “You are my 
Refuge!”  When God justifies a sinner, He does not at once transfer him to heaven, where there are 
no perils, but places him in the array of His warrior soldiers.  Yet, if he trusts in the Lord, the Lord 
will in turn be a sure Refuge for him in all temptations. 
 
(v.4)  He shall cover thee with His feathers, and under His wings thou shalt trust: His truth 
shall be thy shield and buckler. 
The arms of Christ extended on the Cross shelter the nations from the heat and glare of sin, from 
the foul birds of prey that are ever hovering in the air.  These are the wings in which there is 
healing.  Under these wings we are safe from sun and storm, and from the satanic wheeling hawk. 
 
(v.5-6)  Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day; nor 
for the pestilence that walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at noonday.    
Day and night denote adversity and prosperity.  The terror of night are those things which have 
no real power to hurt us, such as slander and reviling (they are more dangerous to him that utters 
them than to him who is assailed, unless the assailed fears and magnifies them and thereby gives 
them more power against himself).  The arrow by day is far more perilous flattery, which begets 
pride and self-conceit.  The pestilence which walketh in darkness signifies the real calamities and 
persecutions deliberately planned by evil men against the righteous, while the destruction at 
noonday means any great crime into which wealth and power tempt man to fall, but cannot fall 
the one who trusts the Lord as Refuge.  

 
We can be assured that more catastrophes will assault our lives as citizens of our country 

and as citizens of heaven.  While disasters (both national and personal) assail us, we will always 
have a Refuge and Fortress in our Resurrected Lord.   
 
In Christ’s Service, 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Froiland 



Deacon’s Page      Youth and Education Opportunities for the Parish       September, 2011  
 

 YOUTH NEWS  

 

SR-LYF  /  JR-LYF 
    Grades 9-12                                 Grades 6-8 

MINIATURE GOLF AND 

WATER WELCOME DAY 
Sunday, September 11        2:00-5:00 PM  

  

All JR-LYF (grades 6-8) and SR-LYF (grades 9-12) members are 
invited to meet at church at 2:00 PM on Sunday, September 
11 to go miniature golfing (Parkville Mini-Golf) and then to 
return to church to “slide down the hill”.   
 

We will be done no later than 5:00 PM.  Bring about $3.00 and 
clothing that can get wet.  Parent Drivers would be greatly 
appreciated. 

 

Little Lambs /  Kids For Christ 

       Infant-Kindergarten               Grades 1-5 

EVENING AT CAROLYN’S  

PUMPKIN PATCH 
Sunday, September 18         2:00-5:00 PM 

 

Sunday, September 18 is the date for our Little Lambs and Kids 
For Christ to go to Carolyn’s Pumpkin Patch.  (We are taking a 
year off from Red Barn Farm in 2011).  Those wishing to attend 
this new outing should arrive at the patch at 2:00 PM so that 
we can gather and enter together.  
 

Carolyn’s is located just south of Missouri 210, about one mile 
east of the MO 210 and MO 291 interchange.   Sign-up will be 
crucial as we are trying to enter with a group rate.  Every 
effort is being made to keep the cost as low as we can.  Those 
who attend should be prepared for a $5.00 per-person entry.  
Let’s have a great sign-up and turnout!   
 

 

CHURCH PICNIC – OCT. 9 

MORE DETAILS COMING! 

 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
For the month of September, our PK-8 children will be exploring 

Bible stories with the following titles and references: 
 

Sept. 4------------Jacob’s Family---------Genesis 29:1 – 30:24 
Sept. 11-------Esau Forgives Jacob------Genesis 31:3; 32-33 
Sept. 18----Joseph and His Brother----------------Genesis 37 
Sept. 25--------Joseph’s Troubles--------------------Genesis 39 

 

 

ADULT BIBLE 
STUDIES 

September, 2011 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sunday Morning Adult – 9:30 AM 
Ephphatha Room 

“The Treasure Principle” 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Sunday Morning High School/Young Adult – 9:30 AM 

David Room (LYF Room) 
“Teens vs. Parents…A Biblical Perspective” 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Sunday Evening Adult – 6:00 PM 

Ephphatha Room 
“Adult Information Class” 

**THIS BEGINS ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18** 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sunday Evening Adult – 6:00 PM 
Walther Room 

“That the World May Know” 
(Unit 9: Fire on the Mountain and Unit 10: With All Your Heart) 

**THIS BEGINS ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18** 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Tuesday Morning – 10:30 AM 
Walther Room (Church Overflow) 

“People’s Bible Commentary – Exodus”  

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Wednesday Afternoon/Evening – 5:30 PM 

South Lounge 
“Bad Girls from the Bible – What We Can Learn” 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Friday Morning Men’s Bible Study – 6:00 AM  

Fellowship Commons 
“Christianity: The First Three Centuries” 

 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq03
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq03


September - December Acolytes 

    8:00am    10:45am 
September   Austin Hall    Nathan Cox 
    Otto Gaiser    Justin Ferguson 
 

October   Jordan Trager    Johnathon Knopp 
    Trenton Pride    Matthew Knopp 
 
November   Robby Henrichs   Andy Keck 
    Mark Buchholz   Jacob Arnold 
  Thanksgiving Day – November 24 @ 10am:  Jacob Arnold, Robby Henrichs 
  Advent Service – November 30 @ 7pm:  Austin Hall  
 
December   Trevor Crystal    Michael Marfield 
    Blake Faller    Jackson Foutch 
  Advent Services – December 7 @ 7pm:  Brandon Basch 
          December 14 @ 7pm:  Trenton Pride 
          December 21 @ 7pm:   Mark Buchholz 
     Christmas Eve – December 24 @ 7pm:  Johnathon Knopp, Matthew Knopp, Otto Gaiser, Jordon Trager 
         @ 11pm:  Michael Kuhn 
  Christmas Day – December 25 @ 10am:  Blake Faller, Jacob Arnold 
  New Year’s Eve – December 31 @ 7pm:  Nathan Cox, Andy Keck        

Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do 
not stare out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing 
hymns and participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no 
later than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship!! 

Jacob Arnold 10:45am  
Andy Basch 8am  
Brayden Basch 8am  
Mark Buchholz 8am  
Nathan Cox 10:45am  
Trevor Crystal 8am  
Blake Faller 8am  
Justin Ferguson 10:45am  
Jackson Foutch 10:45am  
Otto Gaiser 8am  

Austin Hall 8am  
Robby Henrichs 8am  
Andy Keck 10:45am  
Johnathon Knopp 10:45am  
Matthew Knopp 10:45am  
Michael Kuhn substitute  
Michael Marfield 10:45am  
Trenton Pride 8am  
Nicholas Shepherd sub only  
Jordan Trager 8am 

***************************************************************************** 
 

OASIS (Everyone 55 and better!) 

Christ Lutheran Lunch Group (CLLG) went to Mimi’s Café on August 16
th
.  

There were 22 in attendance.  Plan to join them on September 20
th
 at 

Noon at Agava Mexican Restaurant in Parkville.  If you haven’t gone 

with this group before, please consider doing so. Contact Joyce White for 

more information.   

Thank you to everyone who helped make Jeff Fink's celebration of life luncheon after his 

funeral possible. There was a record crowd of 350+ in attendance. Especially, Vonnie 

Niederwimmer , Janet Tatman ,  Karen Arendt, Jan Turner, Becky Belt, Andrea Arnold, 

Eunice Rodriguez, and Carolyn Hogan.  The many always faithful elders who pulled 

extra duty were greatly appreciated. Thanks also to the many people who donated 

potato chips & those who set up tables & chairs.  In Christ's Service, Heidi J Scroggins 



Wanted:  More Choir Members 
Positions Open:  Soprano, Alto, Bass, Tenor 

Physical Qualifications:  Must be able to carry light musical notes part-way 
across the Sanctuary.  Must have sufficient vision to see the directress ten feet 
away. 

Experience:  No applications accepted from people who haven’t sung, hummed or 
whistled in the tub or shower or ballpark. 

Wages:  Simply, divine! – and – Out of this world! 

Fringe Benefits:  Social Security.  We promise you the 
security of social fellowship with other members of the 
choir. 

Hours:  Sunday mornings; Tuesday evening rehearsals; 
special Services.  Opportunity for overtime at above mentioned wages. 

Vacation:  June through August. 

On Tuesday, September 6th (7:30pm) we start again for this year.  If you’ve ever 
considered joining choir, make this the year.  The choir adds so much to our 
Worship Services.  Come and see how using your talents in this way can be a 
blessing to yourself and others.  Any questions?  Please call Lema Easley or 
Pastor Arnold. 
***************************************************************************** 

CONCORDIA SEMINARY'S LUTHERHOSTEL 2011 
 

Congressman John Shimkus (R-IL) will be the principal presenter on the topic of "Public 

Service and My Lutheran Faith" at the LutherHostel to be held on the campus of Concordia 

Seminary, St. Louis, October 1-4, 2011.  What role does faith play in public service?  How 

would Luther have instructed us in involvement in the challenges our country faces today?  

These are questions Congressman Shimkus, a member of Holy Cross Lutheran Church in 

Collinsville, has grappled with during his 14 years in Congress.   He will lead a 

discussion on the key issues of our time and how the Lutheran faithful should tackle these 

concerns. Additional presenters will be Dr. Charles Arand and Dr. Joel Biermann of Concordia 

Seminary.  
 

Additionally there will be Bible studies conducted by Seminary faculty members, Seminary 

classes available for "sitting in", wonderful food to be enjoyed, and delightful and meaningful 

conversations. A reception at the home of President and Mrs. Dale Meyer and candlelight 

dinner is also featured.  
 

You may also choose to visit to the Lutheran sites of Perry County, MO, on Wednesday, 

October 5. The bus trip includes visits to the Saxon Lutheran Memorial site (Bergt Farm), 

where a delicious home cooked meal will be served to us, and from there we will travel to the 

Altenburg church site, the original Seminary log cabin, and points in between. This is truly a 

delightful day and well worth your time.  
 

For a brochure, please contact 314-505-7486 or email ce@csl.edu. The cost is $325 per person 

and includes all meals and programs. Limited on-campus housing is available at an additional 

charge.  

mailto:ce@csl.edu


 

 

 

 

9/1 Bob Rice 

 Nancy Schneider 

 Marlo Moore 

 Jonathan Almstedt 

 Jason Swanson 

 Kayla Henrichs 

 Miranda Raines 

 Benjamin Arnold 

9/2 John Mitchell 

 Landon Grace 

 Lindsay Grace 

 Gavin Graf 

9/3 Bonnie Keller 

 Lori Baker 

 David Musil 

9/4 Elizabeth Kimball 

 Daryl Allegree 

 Denise Brown 

9/5 Ron Knop 

 Janet Mann 

 John Obie 

 Rebecca vanderLinde 

 Samuel Kramer 

9/6 Kenneth Lyons 

 Tommy Knopp 

9/7 Jim Stewart 

 Laura Sanders 

 Krista Hall 

 Rachel Buchholz 

9/8 Eireland Lietzau 

 Jackson Winfrey 

9/9 Dorothy Scheib 

 Mark Sperl 

 

9/10 Shelly Bosworth 

  Wendy Basch 

  Bethany Palmer 

9/11 Genevieve Stark 

 Patricia Toillion 

 Steven Keck 

 Charles Haase 

 Lori Brinkmeyer 

 Matthew Buchholz 

 Mikaela Colvin 

 Riley Scott 

9/12 Shannon Smith 

 Randy Shoemaker 

 Zachary Schelp 

9/14 Janelle Crouse 

 Mindi Shupe 

9/15 George White 

 Melanie Fuller 

 Chloe Colvin 

9/16 Chrissy Heiss 

 Tammy Raines 

 Sarah June 

 Blake Faller 

 William March Jr. 

9/17 Tom Stepp 

 Haley Williamson 

9/18 Linda Thomssen 

 Janelle Hopkins 

 Sarah Vincenti 

9/19 Kristin Peterson 

 Kendal Obie 

 Allison Huesers 

9/20 Alva Morton 

 Shirley Howard 

 Teri Knop 

  

 Teddi Pietsch 

9/21 Larry Sperl 

 Jacqueline Wilson 

 John Ramos 

 Alexandra Kuebler 

 Mary Doherty 

9/22 Melanie Jobe 

 Sue Daley 

9/23 Janice Faller 

 Robbie Keller 

9/24 Leroy Stark 

 Michael Crouse 

 Katie Easley 

9/25 Judy Bayless 

 Sheril Hagler 

 Chip Burns 

 Olivia Daley 

9/26 Dennis Chrisman 

 Sheila Keller 

 Kara Johnson 

9/27 Mary Buchholz 

 Lauren Peterson 

9/28 Sheryl Cozad 

 Linda Wolken 

9/29 Jennifer Rowe 

 Barbara Dietrich 

 Kenneth Carr 

9/30 Darrel Thomssen 

 Michael Kelly 

         Christopher Utterback 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Orchids and Onions 
   
 Orchids to our Elders who helped with the Jeff Fink funeral and luncheon. 
 Orchids to Jan Sittig for volunteering over the summer in Pre-K.   
 Orchids to Shawn Smith for managing the Pre-K website.  
 Orchids to Troy Fredde for moving furniture in Pre-K.   
 Orchids to all those who have spent “a lot” of time cleaning up the church grounds after the recent storms.  
This has been no small task.  Thank you to all who helped. 
 Orchids to our “in as much” committee who really stepped up for the Jeff Fink funeral.  The family was very 
impressed with all that was done for them.  The committee served more than 300 people after the funeral.  It all went 
amazingly well.  Thank you 
 Orchids to those who finally did pick up their “left behind” dishes and trays from the kitchen.  The weekday 
school kitchen staff greatly appreciates the extra room. 
 Orchids to Susan Gaiser and the 16 high school youth for their donation of 5 days of work for Lutheran 
Island Camp on their 8-day trip to the Great North Woods. 
 Orchids to Mark and Jennifer Sperl and the 10 youth who painted our Hillcrest apartment.   
 Orchids to our JR-LYF members who painted parts of the Pre-K playground. 
 Onions to whomever uses things (extension cords, office equipment, tools, etc.) and doesn’t return them to the 
proper place.  No one minds if you need to use these items, but it is very frustrating to be the next one who needs them 
and they aren’t where they belong.  Please return items to their proper place. 

 

Discipleship Data 
Accessions Baptized: 

Lydia Jane Froiland, daughter of Pastor and Sara Froiland, August 14, 2011 

Lauren Ashley Keller, daughter of Jim and Tambrea Keller, August 21, 2011 
 

Accessions Communicant: 

Mark, Linda, and Elizabeth Reinhardt, transfer from  St. Mark, Youngstown, OH 
 

Deletions: 

Dean and Jan Lawrence, transfer to Our Savior, Platte City, MO 

Nicole Stevens – Self-exclusion 
 



Fall Fundraising Blow Out! 
Where:  Our Savior Christian Academy  
Location:  14155 "N" Hwy., 4th Street, Platte City 
Date:  October 7, 2011 
Time:  5:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  
Cost:  $10.00 for advance tickets through the Academy and $15.00 at the door per 
person.  
Details: One fee to enter, ride and play all you want!  
 

Ticket prices include mini golf, monster truck bounce house, 52' obstacle course, 
princess bounce house, slide with ball pit, crawl through blow up train, concessions and 
more.  Advance ticket purchase entitles you to 1 free item at the snack bar! 
In case of inclement weather, the event will be October 8th from 10:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  
 

 

We get letters   
A Special Note of Thanks – 
 To Pastors Arnold and Froiland:  We want to thank you both for your trips to the hospitals 
for both Norman and I.  With your busy schedules, we know your plates were more than full.  So 
again – thank you so very much!  We’d also like to send our thanks for the beautiful flowers from 
the church brought to us by Shirley Howard.  Our special thanks to Shirley, too!  We are still enjoying their 
beauty!           God’s blessings, Norman and Irene Jones 
 
Dear Parish-family, 
        Thank you for all the cards and “well-wishes” I received as a result of my recent birthday celebration.  Your 
many blessings and prayers are greatly coveted.  You indeed are a blessing to my family and me.     
         Thank you.  Pastor Arnold 
 
The family of Jeffrey Fink would like to thank the members of Christ Lutheran for opening your doors and your 
hearts to another LCMS family during Jeff's hospitalization and funeral. Thanks to Pastor Froiland for his 
hospital visits and also to the elders, ladies, and anybody else for all you did during visitation and the day of 
Jeff's funeral. A special thanks to Pastor Arnold for his many words of scripture and comfort at the hospital, his 
prayers at Jeff's bedside, and participation in the funeral service. May the love of God, the gift of salvation 
through Jesus Christ, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.     
 

 

Christmas Store 
The “Christmas Store” that is sponsored by the Lutheran Mission of the Good Shepherd will be held 

again this year, December 13
th

 – 16
th

.  They will be looking for volunteers who are willing to work in 

the storeroom on December 3
rd

 (sorting gifts by age and gender), those willing 

to help with set-up and/or assisting shoppers on the 10
th

 – 16
th

, and those 

willing to volunteer to bring food for the volunteers.   

One way you can help is to begin collecting gifts now when you find an item 

on sale.  All items in the Christmas Store are new items ($20 - $25 suggested 

retail value) as this may be the only nice gifts some of the families will receive.  

All donated items need to be at the LUMA Mission Center, 3007 Mercier, 

KCMO by December 12
th

 so they can be inventoried and sorted.  (Earlier is 

even better.) 

Watch for more information in upcoming newsletters, or feel free to contact Linda Verman at 913-948-

9700, ext. 1 or email her at luma@lumakc.org.  Or contact Pat Enomoto at 816-454-3226. 

 
 

mailto:luma@lumakc.org


News from Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten 
 

He determines the number of the stars and calls them each by name.  Psalm 147:4 
 

WOW!  A child’s ability to count to 20 or even to 100 seems to pale in comparison 
to God’s ability to count the 10’s of thousands of stars.  
 

This passage is used in our lessons at Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten as students 
learn that their Creator not only created and cares for each one of them, but that God 
created numbers too. The study of God’s creation in numbers and mathematics 
shows children the orderliness that only God’s hand could create.  Our hope is that 
as students learn, faith will grow in the students’ hearts through the work of the Holy Spirit.  
 

Our new curriculum from A Beka Book incorporates God’s Word into each concept taught. In addition, 
our improved curriculum will lead many students into gaining strong mathematics skills by using 
mathematics in traditional lessons as well as in art and language lessons.  This, along with other 
accelerated lessons, will give graduates of our program the confidence needed to be successful 
kindergarteners.   
 

School started on August 31st, but it is not too late to enroll.  But don’t delay because space is limited!  
Enrollment packets are available online at www.christlc.net.  Just click on the Pre-K tab.   
 

We are accepting resumes for substitute teachers and substitute teacher assistants.  Applicants must be 
at least 18 years old and agree to a background check and medical exam.   
 

For information on enrollment or for employment opportunities, call the school office at 741-8031 or e-
mail Mrs. Chrissy Heiss at christpk@christlc.com. 
***************************************************************************** 

A Little Book of Joy… 
The Book referred to by Pastor Arnold 

Rediscover the joy of being a Christian! LCMS president Matthew Harrison has 

produced a well written exploration of the nature of life in the fallen world and the joy 

that we have in Christ. Read about the joy of life together in community, marriage, and 

family, or the joys of humor, worship, the sanctity of life, and the wonders of creation.  
 

Includes: 

 Study questions at the end of each chapter, perfect for Bible study or small 

group study.  

 A Prayer Guide for "The Great Ninety Days of Joy after Joy” with texts and 

prayers from Ash Wednesday through Pentecost.  

 "Something to Think About" questions are included at the end of each chapter.  

This book is $12.99.  If interested, let Pastor Arnold know before September 20
th

.  The 

Church will place an order. 

***************************************************************************** 
A ―Walk Thru the Bible seminar‖ is coming this fall to Holy Cross Lutheran and you are invited! 

This will be a one-day, exciting Bible lesson that you will never forget. You will be amazed that 

you could memorize (yes, that’s right!) the order of 77 key events, people, and places throughout 

the history of the Old Testament and have the most fun you’ve ever had at the same time! A 

trained WTB leader will guide the group through four sessions, and by the end of the day you 

will have your workbook as a valuable Bible study tool that you will turn to again and again. 

Walk Thru the Bible—Old Testament 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 2003 NE Englewood Road, Kansas City, MO 64118 

Saturday, October 1, 2011, 9:30 am – 5:00 p.m., Lunch included, childcare provided 

Cost for class and materials: $20 adults; $15 youth up to age 18 

Please register by Sept. 25 so we can get enough workbooks for everybody! 

Questions or to register, call Holy Cross at (816) 452-9113. 

http://www.christlc.net/


From time to time it is important to “revisit” what has been established in the 

past.  Below are guidelines for conversation with the Pastors of your Parish-

family.  Though these guidelines were established more than 11 years ago…they 

still apply today.  Please take a look. 

GUIDELINES FOR CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATIONS WITH A PASTOR 

(adopted April 6, 2000) 

The Pastors and Elders of Christ Lutheran Church have hereby adopted the 

following guidelines for confidential communications received by the Pastor and 

his capacity as Pastor. 

1.  We recognize that either or both of our Pastors will receive communications 

from a person, either orally or in writing, which the person has the expectation of 

confidentially.  It is not necessary for the person to be a member of this Church or 

the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod in order for the communication to be 

confidential. 

2.  A communication made to a Pastor by a penitent seeking absolution for a 

particular act, that communication must not be divulged, even if the act was 

criminal.  The communication may be in the context of a confession or simply a 

communication made with a Pastor without others being present. 

3.  If the Pastor and the person so communicating are alone while the 

communication is made by a penitent seeking absolution for a particular act, that 

communication must not be divulged, even if the law may compel its disclosure.  

We further recognize that the Pastor’s refusal to divulge this information may lead 

to criminal prosecution, it is also true that his compelled disclosure may lead to 

church discipline. 

4.  A communication made outside the context of a confession by a person who 

recognizes the sinfulness of the conduct communicated and who is not likely to 

put others in danger by repeating the conduct, is not to be divulged. 

5.  In appropriate circumstances, a Pastor should encourage the penitent to reveal 

his or her sinful conduct to those harmed by it or even to the authorities.  If the 

penitent is likely to repeat the conduct, the Pastor has every right to institute 

church discipline if the penitent does not reveal his or her conduct to those 

harmed by it or to the authorities. 

6.  Where a communication is made (whether in or outside the context of a 

confession) suggestive of an intent to commit an imminent harmful act, such that 

the person’s or someone else’s safety would be jeopardized if steps were not taken to 

hinder the penitent, a Pastor must exercise his judgment in protecting the interests 

of those in danger. 



7.  Generally, a Pastor should seek the course of action which least impacts on the 

confidentiality of communications made to him as a Pastor, while still protecting 

the penitent or others from imminent harm. 

8.  A Pastor may divulge information given to him in confidence if the person 

gives him the authority to divulge that information to a third person, such as a 

counselor, physician, attorney or other professional.  Such permission must be 

limited to the authority given and does not give the Pastor permission to divulge 

this communication to anyone else. 

9.  Missouri law recognizes the pastor-parishioner privilege under Section 

491.060(4):  “Any person practicing as a minister of the Gospel, priest, rabbi or 

other person serving in a similar capacity for any organized religion, concerning 

a communication made to him or her in his or her professional capacity as a 

spiritual advisor, confessor, counselor or comforter” is “incompetent to testify” in a 

court of law. 

 

***************************************************************************** 

 
Thank you so much for those of you who came out after the recent 
multiple storms to help rake up leaves and twigs, saw limbs, pick up limbs 
and leaves, move brush piles, clean off sidewalks and driveways, and fix 
damage done to the church and our property.  (Pastor Arnold, Herb 
Steffens, Dave Baker, Tom Chastain, Bane Gaiser, Lowell Smith, Shawn 
Smith, Phil Daley, Alex Smith, Johnathon Knopp, Al Wilson, Kevin Levetzow, 
Roger and Jackie Lewis, Jim Fredericks, Jacob Arnold, Ginna Dammann, 
Kevin Smith, and everyone else that we may have missed.) 

 
 

Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.   
Martin Luther Academy started its 9th year of operation on Tuesday, August 16th.  We 

began our year like all schools should, with an opening chapel service.  Its focus was this 

year’s theme Unified Through Christ based on Romans 15:5-6.  The theme stresses how 

we should encourage one another and speak with a common heart and voice.  We do 

that at MLA and we are so thankful that we are able to provide a school for families 

seeking a Christian education for their children where Christian unity is encouraged and 

is commonplace.  The other day I was preparing for daily devotions I have with the faculty (which we have 

each morning along with Bible study) and I came across these words from the book Faculty Meeting 

Devotions – 42 Meditations for the School Year by Edward Grube.  This devotion reinforces this great 

responsibility and calling we have as Christian teachers to nurture unity among students through Biblical 

teachings.  A brief excerpt states, “Here is a place where one of the books children learn to read is the Bible.  

Indeed, here is a laboratory for Christian living where [teachers] and [their] class[es] practice both Law and 

Gospel in an everyday setting.”  Think of this – you get this Christian training not just at home and at 

church but five days a week for an entire school year.  Now that is pretty awesome!  Knowing this, I hope 

you consider MLA as a place for your children to attend.  It comes with great financial sacrifice, but what 

greater sacrifice is there than to provide for your children and form a Christian partnership to train them in 

the way they should go so when they are old they will not depart from it.  



Please pray for MLA, its faculty and staff and all those associated with it as we seek to reach out to more 

and more people with the Gospel message of Jesus Christ and continue to become more Unified Through 

Christ.  Thank you for your support and encouragement as we seek to fulfill our calling. 

Yours in Christ, 

Principal Rick Schneider 

You are invited to an Usborne Book Fair at Martin Luther Academy (7112 N. 

Overland, Kansas City 64151).  It will be held on September 7th and 8th between the 

hours of 2:30 pm and 6:00 pm and September 9th between the hours of 7:00 am and 

12:30 pm. If you haven't seen MLA's new facility, this would be a great opportunity!  

Usborne books have humor, color, a wealth of information on all subjects, and 

stunning illustrations.  There is something for everyone!!  

The 8th annual MLA Fall Golf Outing will be held Saturday, October 

1, 2011 at 1:00 pm.  The outing will be held at Tiffany Greens Golf 

course, 6100 NW Tiffany Springs Parkway, Kansas City, MO.  The golf 

fee for the day including lunch and event contests is $125.00.  For more information call Rick 

Schneider at 816-734-1060.  Entry Forms and Sponsorship Information are available on the 

MLA website – www.martinlutheracademy.org. 

Joplin Relief Efforts 
All volunteers desiring to serve at Immanuel Lutheran Church, Joplin, please register at 
http://www.lutheranchurchcharities.org/.  Lutheran Church Charities schedules crews to help at Immanuel.  
Current financial gifts given through the Missouri District total $101,016.56 (8/25/11). These gifts have been 
received by the Missouri District to aid Immanuel Lutheran Church in providing needed assistance to Joplin 
residents. Today I (President Mirly) am delivering another check to Pastor Mech in the amount of $20,000. It has 
been a privilege to deliver these monetary gifts to him on behalf of all the donors who have contributed so 
generously.  
Today I am in Joplin for discussions that include Pastor Mech, his staff and a number of LCMS entities. We are 
discussing the next major step in the rebuilding efforts in Joplin and how Immanuel and the LCMS can partner in this 
endeavor. 
Immediate needs:  

 Volunteers continue to be needed. Call Kimberly Johnson, 9 to 3 daily at 417.624.0333, if you or a group 
from your congregation desires to take on a project in Joplin. There is much to be done. Be sure to ask what 
tools, equipment and supplies you need to bring with you. Don’t forget that you/your group must make 
arrangements for your own housing 

There remains a significant need for financial gifts. Money or gift cards permit recipients to purchase needed items. 
Monetary donations have dropped off significantly, but the need for them remains great. Prayerfully consider what 
your congregation might do. 

 
 

On August 5th – 7th Andrea and I attend the Doxology Grand Reunion with nearly 200 
other pastors and their wives at Our Lady of the Snows Conference Center in 
Belleville, IL.  The weekend was jam-packed with educational sessions that focused 
on caring for the souls of those we serve, sharpening theological and practical skills, 
life in a church parsonage, and even ministering and strengthening one’s own family.  
Sessions for the pastors included topics like… The Family Altar, Preaching the 
Decalogue (Law), Dangers of Being Too “Wired” and Enacting God’s Word in the 
Divine Service.  The wives had sessions like, Women Parsonage Depletion Hazards, 
Mutual Conversation and Consolation and Keeping Spiritual Equilibrium. The pastors 
and wives heard presentations from Dr. John Kleinig (retired professor from Luther 
College in Adelaide, Australia) Dr. Hal Senkbeil (Executive Director of Doxology and 

http://www.martinlutheracademy.org/
http://www.benchmarkemail.com/c/l?u=2D769D&e=E43FD&c=FAF6&t=0&l=11BB5C5&email=ZpQoRbxg0eTAMOjcs2NV4XDSGOjAKqBO


former seminary professor), Dr. David Yahnke (Professor of Physiology at Concordia 
University Wisconsin and former Emergency Medicine physician) and Dr. Bev Yahnke 
(Executive Director of Doxology and licensed clinical psychologist).  Doxology 
continues to do fantastic work by educating and strengthening pastors and their 
families. 
 
Overall Andrea and I had a magnificent time in worship together (we did the prayer 
offices like Morning and Evening Prayer in our hymnal four different times and then 
Divine Service on Sunday morning), catching up with old friends, being spiritually and 
intellectually fed by great teachers in the church, and spending time with each 
other.  Thank you, dear Parish-family, for this opportunity for continuing education 
and spiritual growth. 

 – Pastor Arnold 
 
What is Doxology? 
DOXOLOGY offers an innovative program of advanced study retreats to strengthen 
pastors for the task of faithfully shepherding the souls entrusted to their care. The 
primary purpose of this organization is to provide training, mentoring and 
consultation services for pastors who desire to enhance their ability to help people 
struggling with the ever-increasing personal, family and social complexities of 
contemporary life. The training environment, grounded in Holy Scripture and the 
Lutheran Confessions, ensures that pastors will be emotionally and spiritually 
refreshed and equipped as a result of their participation.  DOXOLOGY strengthens 
pastors so they can more faithfully pastor others.  Your Sr. Pastor is a graduate of 
Doxology and holds a Certificate of Christian Counsel and Care for Pastors with more 
than 70 hrs of course work completed in this field. 

 

 

 

 



Lutheran Family Life Conference 
 

A Conference on “IDENTITY” and the Lutheran Family in home, church, and community. 
 

Conference Schedule 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Kearney, Missouri  

(Change of location from previous information – not at Excelsior Springs.) 
 

 

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 23, 2011. 

5:00 – 5:30 p.m. OPENING DEVOTION 

5:30 – 6:30 p.m. Dinner 

6:30 – 7:15 p.m. Plenary: “Lutheran Family Life: What does this mean?” 

7:15 – 7:30 p.m. Break 

7:30 – 8:30 p.m. Open discussion 

 

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 24, 2011. 

8:30 – 9:00 a.m. DEVOTION, Announcements 

9:00 – 9:45 p.m. Roles of Men and Women: “Male and female He created them – Gen. 1:27” 

9:45 – 10:00 a.m. Break 

10:00 – 10:45 a.m. Marriage: “… and they shall become one flesh – Gen. 2:24” 

10:45 – 11:00 a.m. Break 

11:00 – 11:45 a.m. Parenting: “Train up a child in the way he should go – Prov. 22:6” 

11:45 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. LUNCH BREAK 

1:00 – 1:45 p.m. Family Devotions/Education: “ … all the days of your life – Deut. 6:1-9” 

1:45 – 2:00 p.m. Break 

2:00 – 2:45 p.m. Home Economics: “Recovering a Lost Art” 

2:45 – 3:00 p.m. Break 

3:00 – 3:45 p.m. Finances: “Financial Peace University” 

3:45 – 4:00 p.m. Break 

4:00 – 4:45 p.m. Plenary: “Putting it all together: What does this look like?” 

4:45 – 5:00 p.m. Break 

5:00 – 5:30 p.m. CLOSING DEVOTION 

5:30 – 7:30 p.m. BBQ and Family Fellowship/Activities 

 

CONFERENCE NOTES: the conference THEME will focus on “IDENTITY” as Christians and what that means in the 

context of the Lutheran Family in home, church, and community. The conference PROJECT will be putting together family 

resources for “DEVOTIONS” in the home (creating place, space, time and materials). It is also the conference INTENT to 

begin a “NETWORK” of Lutheran families, build a library of “RESOURCES” in each area of focus, and plan “FUTURE 

CONFERENCES” and “FELLOWSHIP” activities and opportunities. A KEY QUESTION in keeping with the Lutheran 

inquiry of doctrine “What does this mean?” is also “WHAT DOES THIS LOOK LIKE.” In other words, what are the 

practices that most faithfully teach and confess the Christian faith?  The OBJECTIVE is to explore and begin to identify and 

establish a Lutheran (Christian) culture in which to raise our families in the life we now hold in the Lord’s kingdom and 

toward that which is to come … to the honor and glory of God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Cost will be $25 

per family.  



Notes on the Liturgy #13 — The Creed 

“No creed but the Bible.” Perhaps you have heard something like that before and wondered why Lutherans 

and other Christians use creeds in the Divine Service. A wonderful answer to that question is to use 

another question: Why not use them!? If another Christian ever asks you that question, recite one of the 

creeds to them, and ask then what is it about that creed that they would object to. We Lutherans boldly 

confess “Scripture alone!” We do not place creeds on the same authority as Scripture, but they become 

important for us because they teach what the Scriptures teach. Throughout history people have twisted 

the Bible. Thus, creeds become important tools for confessing the orthodox (“right teaching”) doctrine of 

Scripture. They say, “Here we stand! This is what the Word teaches! This is what we reject!” 

Speaking of pastors, Luther states they have two duties: “feed the sheep and ward off the wolves.” (The 

Lutheran Confessions -- Formula of Concord, Solid Declaration. Also see Acts 20:25-31, II Timothy 3:16) 

That is, the pastor must teach the Word purely and also condemn false doctrine. This is what the creeds 

do for Lutherans. In our hymnal “Lutheran Service Book” there are three ecumenical creeds–Nicene, 

Apostle’s (both found in the Divine Services liturgies), and Athanasian Creed (pg. 319). They are called 

“ecumenical” because they are accepted by many Christians throughout the world. All three creeds teach 

the doctrine of the Trinity. Note how the Nicene Creed and the Apostle’s Creed follow a similar outline 

based on the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

These Creeds are ancient. The Nicene Creed began to be formed at a church council in Nicea, Turkey in 

325 AD as a response to specific heresies that were invading the church. The Apostle’s Creed dates to at 

least the early 2nd century after Christ, and it gained its name because it confesses the faith as the 

apostles taught it, not because they specifically wrote it. The Athanasian Creed appears in what is now 

Southern France in the 400′s, but no one knows who the author is even though it was named after 

Athanasius. It too was developed to address specific heresies of the time, and it is typically used only on 

Holy Trinity Sunday because of its length. We do not confess “modern” creeds written anew every Sunday 

and neglect the confessions of the past. Because the ecumenical creeds are built on Scripture, they are 

timeless. The age of these creeds remind us that we do not confess them alone. We are part of a mighty 

army of believers marching from of old and yet we are one church that confesses the faith “with angels 

and archangels and all of the company of heaven.” (L. Rast, Lutheran Witness, June 2000, pg 22). 

These notes were originally written in 2001 by Pastor David Oberdieck and have been edited.  The entire 

series of articles may be found at http://steadfastlutherans.org/liturgy. 

***************************************************************************** 

THRIVENT MEMBERS 
The Thrivent Platte County Chapter Board invites you to join us Sunday, September 18, 2011 for our 

annual Chapter Picnic and Officer Election at Barry-Platte Park (8526 BW Old Stagecoach, KC, MO).  

The picnic will begin at 5:00PM and door prizes will be handed out.  This will be followed by the 

election of new officers to the Chapter board, and a brief review of the past year’s activities.  If you are 

interested in attending, please RSVP to Sharon King (jsnrking@kc.rr.com) by September 11.  We hope 

to see you there! 

 

http://bookofconcord.org/sd-ruleandnorm.php#para14
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2020.25-31
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/II%20Timothy%203.16
http://steadfastlutherans.org/liturgy
mailto:jsnrking@kc.rr.com

