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SERVANT-HOOD 

For the sixteenth and seventeenth Sundays after Trinity (both will be celebrated this month) we read from St. 

Paul’s epistle to the Ephesians.  Unlike other epistles in the New Testament written by Paul, this one does 

not address a particular error or heresy.  Rather, Paul wrote so that the Christians in Ephesus might better 

understand God’s grace and grow in the appreciation of the goals God has set for the church.  In the third 

chapter Paul gives a prayer in which God’s true grace and favor is petitioned for the sake of the Ephesians. 

 

“I pray that out of His glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through His Spirit in your inner 

being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.  And I pray that you, being rooted and 

established in love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and 

deep is the love of Christ.” (Eph. 3:16-18) 

 

God strengthens us to be His servants.  Servant-hood is an opportunity that God has put before us to help and 

strengthen others through Christ.  This might entail sharing a portion of what we have with someone who 

doesn’t have anything.  This might mean giving our time and talents for a particular need in our church or 

community.  Servant-hood involves our gifts – or better put – the gifts that come from God to share with 

others. 

 

October 9
th

 & 12
th

 is Stewardship Sunday/Wednesday.  Do take a look – and fill out – the Stewardship 

Time/Talent/Treasure form in this issue of The Shepherd’s Staff.  Bring it with you to church that 

Sunday/Wednesday.  God has blessed you with many different gifts and talents.  How can you use those 

talents for the sake of serving your neighbor through Jesus Christ?  Your church is a community of believers 

that receives the precious gift of life from our Lord Jesus.  Your church is also a community of servants 

(that’s you) assembled to be Christ-like examples to each other and those who we find ourselves serving in 

the places we live, work and play.  You are a valuable part of that community of believers/servants. 

 

Paul had a prayer for the church in Ephesus.  He desired that they be “rooted and established in love, may 

have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of 

Christ.”  God’s love reaches further than we could ever realize.  His love reaches through our lives and into 

the lives of others.  The servant-hood of Christ’s love is established through us.  We belong to a community 

of believers who gathers to receive His unending gifts – so that we might in turn share them with others. The 

love of Christ is big.  Paul calls it strength through glorious riches.  We are indeed rich in His grace. 

 

We can be sure, through the promise of the Gospel, the love of Christ (in which we are rich) is big enough to 

consume everyone.  We can be sure of the fact that His love was and still is so big and deep that He was 

willing to give His very own life for the sake of the world.  And, as Paul prayed for the Ephesians, I pray that 

you, being rooted and established in love, may have the power, together with the saints to grasp all of these 

things. 

 

May God richly bless you and keep you in His wide, long, high and deep love. 

In Christ’s Service,  

 

 

 

Pastor Arnold  

 



Steward(ship) 
  Perhaps the word “stewardship” makes us cringe.  In the church, when people hear 
“stewardship” this thought inevitably comes up: “Well, the church must be behind in her budget 
again.”  But drop the ‘ship’ and you have the word “steward.”  And a steward is someone who has 
been entrusted to care for something or for someone.  While being a steward certainly does include 
finances, this word has a richer meaning that goes beyond dollars and cents.  
                        

First, the question must be answered: if we are the stewards caring for another’s 
possessions, who is the owner? The answer is God, of course.  Notice these verses from Psalm 50: 
“Hear, O my people, and I will speak; O Israel, I will testify against thee.  I am God, even thy God.  I will 
not reprove thee for thy sacrifices or thy burnt offerings, to have been continually before me.  I will take no 
bullock out of thy house, nor he goats out of thy folds.  For every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle 
upon a thousand hills.  I know all the fowls of the mountains and the wild beasts of the field are mine.  If I 
were hungry, I would not tell thee.  For the world is mine and the fullness thereof.”  The Almighty tells 
His people that every wild beast is His, yes, even the whole world and everything in it is His! 
While God makes us stewards of His gifts of time, talent, and treasure, they remain His gifts, and 
He can give them and take them at any time.  Whether it be time, money, or gifts—everything is 
God’s resources used through us.   

 
      St. Peter says in his first general epistle to the church: “As each has received a gift, use it to 

serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace. (4:10)”  This is a wonderful starting point in 
understanding what being a steward of God really means.  The gifts received are not limited only 
to time, talent, and treasure, but also to “serve one another,” that is, in our relationships.  As children 
of God, we are called to be stewards of our relationships, most notably our interactions with God, 
family, and friends.  Therefore time, talent, and treasures are no mere end in themselves, but the 
gifts we give to strengthen those relationships.  Ultimately the question for every steward is this: 
“What can I contribute to develop my relationships with God, family, and friends so that God’s 
Kingdom may come and that His will be done?” 

 
God’s Kingdom comes and His will is done through His people.  Luther referred to those 

living and serving in Christian vocation as the “masks of God,” meaning that God relies on us to 
do His work caring for others on earth.  The vocations within community, profession, family, and 
parish-family in which God has placed us are another vital aspect of being a steward.  We use our 
God-given gifts and our material wealth to fulfill our callings. 

 
As we grow through the stages of life, the practice of being a steward changes with us.  For 

example, teens and college students often have little by means of finances, yet abound more in 
time and energy.  Working adults can use their skills in service to neighbor.  Retirees can invest 
time in one-on-one relationships with someone who needs a friend.  Over time, our efforts as 
stewards will impact our lives and the lives of others around us, by the help of Him who cares for 
every life, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.      

       
 
In His Service, 
 
Pastor Froiland 



Deacon’s Page        Youth and Education Opportunities for the Parish         October, 2011  
 

 YOUTH NEWS  

 

Little Lambs /  Kids For Christ 

       Infant-Kindergarten               Grades 1-5 

CAROLYN’S  

PUMPKIN PATCH 
 

Sunday, October 2          2:00-5:00 PM 
 

Sunday, October 2 is the rescheduled date for our Little 
Lambs and Kids For Christ to go to Carolyn’s Pumpkin 
Patch.  (We are taking a year off from Red Barn Farm in 
2011).  Those wishing to attend this new outing should 
arrive at the patch at 2 PM so that we can gather and enter 

together.  
 

Carolyn’s is located just south of Missouri 210, about one 
mile east of the MO 210 and MO 291 interchange.  Every 
effort is being made to keep the cost as low as we can.  
Those who attend should be prepared for up to a $5.00 
per-person entry.  Children 2 and under are free!  Let’s 
have a great sign-up and turnout!   
 

 

SR-LYF / JR-LYF  
                  Grades 9-12                            Grades 6-8                           
        

AFTERNOON AT THE 

LIBERTY CORN MAZE 
Sunday, October 2          2:00-5:00 PM 

   

Due to the rescheduling of the Pumpkin Patch outing, our 
SR-LYF activity (Fast Food Dinner/Scavenger Hunt) will now 
change to a joint SR/JR-LYF event “Afternoon at the Liberty 
Corn Maze” on October 2.  We will meet in the Carolyn’s 
Pumpkin Patch parking lot at 2:00 PM…make sure our 
families who want to go to the Patch are taken care 
of…then walk over to the maze for a ton of fun.  Friends are 
great to bring too!  See Deacon for more information. 
 

 
 

 

Little Lambs /  Kids For Christ 

      Infant-Kindergarten                Grades 1-5 

CLC “DRIVE-IN” MOVIE 
Friday, October 21           7:00-8:45 PM 

 

On Friday, October 21, beginning at 7:00 PM, we will be 
having an outdoor movie on our church’s back yard!  We 
will begin showing the movie as soon as we can after 7:00 
PM.  Popcorn, movie candy, and drinks will be provided.  
Please bring your own lawn chairs/blankets. JR-LYF 
members can ALSO attend .  
 

For those who don’t remember the last couple of times this 
event happened, we projected a movie onto a screen 
(sheet) attached to the outside, east wall of the church.  It 
is entirely possible that the weather might be a little chilly 
so extra blankets/sleeping bags would be something to 
plan for. 
 

A sign-up poster will be on display in the Fellowship 
Commons.  Please sign-up so that we can plan well.  
 

 

CHURCH PICNIC 

POTLUCK 
Sunday, October 9     Noon–2:00 PM 

 

Our CLC Fellowship Committee and Youth Committee will 
provide Grilled Hamburgers and Grilled Hot Dogs, Buns, 
and Condiments.  Please bring a dish or two to share.  
Food will be served in the Ephphatha Room, but please 
consider eating outside…bring your own lawn chairs. Table 
Service and Drinks will be provided. 
 

 
 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
For the month of October, our PK-8 children will be exploring 

Bible stories with the following titles and references: 
 

Oct. 2-------------Joseph Feeds Egypt---------Genesis 40-41 
Oct. 9----------------Joseph Forgives------Genesis 42-45, 50 
Oct. 16------------The Birth of Moses--------------Exodus 1-2 
Oct. 23------Moses and the Burning Bush------Exodus 2-4 
Oct. 30---------Moses and the Plagues---------Exodus 5-10 

 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq03
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq03


October - December Acolytes 

    8:00am    10:45am 
October   Jordan Trager    Johnathon Knopp 
    Trenton Pride    Matthew Knopp 
 
November   Robby Henrichs   Andy Keck 
    Mark Buchholz   Jacob Arnold 
  Thanksgiving Day – November 24 @ 10am:  Jacob Arnold, Robby Henrichs 
  Advent Service – November 30 @ 7pm:  Austin Hall  
 
December   Trevor Crystal    Michael Marfield 
    Blake Faller    Jackson Foutch 
  Advent Services – December 7 @ 7pm:  Brandon Basch 
          December 14 @ 7pm:  Trenton Pride 
          December 21 @ 7pm:   Mark Buchholz 
     Christmas Eve – December 24 @ 7pm:  Johnathon Knopp, Matthew Knopp, Otto Gaiser, Jordon Trager 
         @ 11pm:  Michael Kuhn 
  Christmas Day – December 25 @ 10am:  Blake Faller, Jacob Arnold 
  New Year’s Eve – December 31 @ 7pm:  Nathan Cox, Andy Keck        

Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do 
not stare out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing 
hymns and participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no 
later than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship!! 

Jacob Arnold 10:45am  
Andy Basch 8am  
Brayden Basch 8am  
Mark Buchholz 8am  
Nathan Cox 10:45am  
Trevor Crystal 8am  
Blake Faller 8am  
Justin Ferguson 10:45am  
Jackson Foutch 10:45am  
Otto Gaiser 8am  

Austin Hall 8am  
Robby Henrichs 8am  
Andy Keck 10:45am  
Johnathon Knopp 10:45am  
Matthew Knopp 10:45am  
Michael Kuhn substitute  
Michael Marfield 10:45am  
Trenton Pride 8am  
Nicholas Shepherd sub only  
Jordan Trager 8am 

***************************************************************************** 

College Students 
Here is a list of those that we believe are in college.  Please take a few moments to see if you (or your 

family members) are on this list and need to be removed, or if anyone needs to be added to the list.  Also, 

those who are underlined are the students for whom we have current addresses.  If a name isn’t 

underlined, we don’t have record about an address for this year.  It would be very helpful if you’d let the 

office know current addresses, even if it is a home address and/or the same as last year.  This really helps 

so that all our college students can keep up to date through the Shepherd’s Staff, and also so we aren’t 

wasting postage.    THANK YOU! 

Rachel Allegree, Andy Basch, Kyle Basch, Matthew Buchholz, Rachel Buchholz, Lauren Chastain, 

Trevor Crystal, Tracy Cvetan, Leanne Daley, Cara Davidson, MacKenzie Easley, Alex 

Emery, Matthew Gehrke, Sarah Gibson, Logan Grace, Christina Howard, Melissa 

Howard, David June, Nathan June, Nick June, Kayla Kelly, Tommy Knopp, Emily 

Kraft, Jaclyn Kuhn, Warren Lance, Megan Lewis, Patrick Lewis, Brian Mann, Jessica 

March, Ron Mason Jr., Amy Nelson, Blake Northen, Erin O’Keefe, Michael O’Keefe, 

Sarah O’Keefe, Max Pfleiderer, Elizabeth Reinhardt, Emily Reinhardt, Sean Rivers, 

Brent Saving, Jared Schelp, Nick Shepherd, Sam Shepherd, Katelyn Smith, Jennifer 

Sorrentino, Jessica Sorrentino,  Shannon Stark, Megan Waylett, Dakota Wilson 



OASIS (Everyone 55 and better!) 

Christ Lutheran Lunch Group (CLLG) went to Agava Mexican Restaurant on 

September 20
th
.  There were 22 in attendance.  Plan to join the group at 

Tiffany Greens Golf Club at Noon on October 18
th
.  There will be good food 

and great fellowship!  Contact Joyce White for more information.   
 

Thank you to all who donated food or served at the funeral luncheon for Fran Sailors on 

September 9, 2011: Mary Buchholz, Kathy Ferguson, Bert Haerther, Ilene Behnke, Phyllis 

Morgan, Heidi & Larry Scroggins, Lema Easley, Shirley Manlove, Marilyn Steffens, Linda Schelp, 

Carolyn Hogan, Joyce White, Vonnie Niederwimmer, Jan Sittig, Billie Elliot, Miriam VanWinkle, 

& Becky Belt. By providing and serving funeral luncheons, a tremendous gift of time, allowing 

families to stay and visit together a little longer is given to the grieving family. This is really 

appreciated! Call Heidi Scroggins, 806-6563, or Vonnie Niederwimmer, 436-4970, if you 

would like to be added to the list of those who provide food or help serve. Blessings. 
 

OASIS is teaming up with Public Relations on a clothing drive for the month of October, to 

benefit LUMA and Hillcrest.  Look for a table in the Commons Area on which you can leave 

your donations. 
  

In November, Act One (a theater company) is putting on they play “Charlie Brown.”  If you are 

interested, please contact Jon Almstedt before October 15
th
 to get your tickets.  It will be held 

on Saturday, November 19
th
 at 2PM.  The group will be eating before the play at Cascones on 

N. Oak, at 12:30.  Contact Jon Almstedt at 816-584-2202 for more details and to reserve your 

tickets.   
 

On Monday, October 17
th
 at 7PM, the St. Olaf Orchestra will be performing at the Blue Valley 

West High School Performing Arts Center (16200 Antioch Rd, OP, KS).  The cost is $10.  

Contact Shane Rogers for more information. 

***************************************************************************** 
 

Orchids and Onions 
   
 Orchids to Diana Stewart for making the covers for the hand bell tables.  They are great.   
 Orchids to Larry Scroggins for fixing the mailbox.  The mail doesn’t fall out anymore – thanks, Larry! 
 Orchids  for Lowell Smith and Jeff Ferguson who helped set up and wire equipment down in the Pre-
Kindergarten.  Thank you 
 Orchids for Rachel Almstedt, Jan and Glenn Sittig and Bill Musil who did some much needed trimming around 
the church.  Very nicely done. 
 Orchids for Tom Chastain who changed a switch in the bathroom and helped change lights around the church 
(even on the outside of the church).  Thanks for your work, Tom. 
 Orchids for D.J. Dammann and Herb Steffens who went out of their way to clean up the Memorial Gardens 
for the committals of Betty Laverty and Fran Sailors.  Thank you. 
 Orchids to Steve and Jackson Foutch for all their hard work on a “raining” Saturday morning and afternoon on 
drainage problems on the east side of church.  What dedication!!  Thank you!! 

***************************************************************************** 
Our most hearty thanks to the ladies of Christ Lutheran who provided 
meals for us in our time of need in adjusting to our latest "little 
addition."  Your care and concern for our family is far above what we 
deserve.  It is a joy to be among you in God's worship and fellowship.  
Thanks!"  Pastor and Sara Froiland 

 



 

 

 

10/3 David Pena 

10/4 Judy Johnson 

 Terry Martin 

 Raymond Kaminski II 

 Dustin Colvin 

 Elizabeth Reinhardt 

 Adam Bicsak 

 Madison Brewer 

 Ezra Both 

10/6 Charles Kimball 

 Robert Patrick 

 Ian Guy 

 MacKenzie Easley 

 Kyle Easley 

 Greta Jones 

 Jacob Williams 

10/7 Jill Vincenti 

 Samuel Shepherd 

 Nicholas Shepherd 

10/8 Kindra Mooney 

 Sean Rivers 

10/9 Lizsette Watson 

10/10 Greg Stumpf 

 Emily Reinhardt 

10/11 Marvin Miller 

 Raymond Penn 

10/12 Joyce Degnan 

 Mike Baker 

 Travis Clark 

 Michael Marfield 

 Erica Chandler 

10/13 Daniel Peterson 

10/14 Rebecca Mahnken 

 Brooke Bosworth 

10/15 Earl Biggers 

 Derick Shupe 

10/16 Jana Silvio 

 Brandon Cuda 

10/17 Julie Williams 

 Jason Scott 

10/19 Channing Leive 

 Kendyll Fredde 

10/20 Kevin Levetzow 

10/21 Becky Belt 

 Dorothy Utterback 

 Jeffrey Faller 

 Adam Roberts 

 Shane Rogers 

 

 

10/22 Nathan Moore 

10/23 Carole Fredericks 

 Janice Pena 

 John Peer 

 Jennifer Houghtlin 

10/24 Eileen Sprouls 

 Ronald Miller 

 John Clark 

10/25 Herb Steffens 

 Heather Keller 

10/26 Dana Stark 

 Christa Fuller 

 Mack Trumble 

10/29 Shawn Smith 

 Jennifer Brewer 

 Megan Lewis 

 Levi Jones 

10/30 Cynthia Howard 

 Dakota Wilson 

10/31 Kenneth Rowe 

  

 

 

***************************************************************************** 

IN MEMORIAM 

 
Betty Laverty 

December 29, 1928 - August 28, 2011 

 

Fran Sailors 

 January 14, 1919 - September 5, 2011 

 

“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.”  Psalm 116:15 

 
 



Discipleship Data 
Accessions Baptized: 

Bradan Montgomery Colvin, son of Dustin and Molly Colvin, September 10, 2011 

Randall Alexander Hueser, son of Alan and Laura Hueser, September 18, 2011 
 

Deletions: 

Nancy Brulja – released at own request 

Mae Oberhelman – transfer to Our Savior, Platte City, MO 

Betty Laverty – transfer to the Church Triumphant – August 28, 2011 

Fran Sailors – transfer to the Church Triumphant – September 5, 2011 

 

 
 
 

Fall Fundraising Blow Out! 
Where:  Our Savior Christian Academy  
Location:  14155 "N" Hwy., 4th Street, Platte City 
Date:  October 7, 2011 
Time:  5:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  
Cost:  $10.00 for advance tickets through the Academy and $15.00 at the door per 
person.  
Details: One fee to enter, ride and play all you want!  
 

Ticket prices include mini golf, monster truck bounce house, 52' obstacle course, 
princess bounce house, slide with ball pit, crawl through blow up train, concessions and 
more.  Advance ticket purchase entitles you to 1 free item at the snack bar! 
In case of inclement weather, the event will be October 8th from 10:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  

***************************************************************************** 
 

Joplin Relief Efforts 
Current financial gifts given through the Missouri District have increased to $139,481.39 
(9/22/11). These gifts have been received by the Missouri District to aid Immanuel Lutheran 
Church in providing needed assistance to Joplin residents.  
Immediate needs:  

 Volunteers continue to be needed. Call Kimberly Johnson, 9 to 3 daily at 417.624.0333, if 
you or a group from your congregation desires to take on a project in Joplin. There is 
much to be done. Be sure to ask what tools, equipment and supplies you need to bring 
with you. Remember that you/your group must make arrangements for your own 
housing.  

 There remains a significant need for financial gifts. Money or gift cards permit 
recipients to purchase needed items. Monetary donations have dropped off 
significantly, but the need for them remains great. Prayerfully consider what your 
congregation might do.  

 Two companies have loaned stump grinders to be used for three months. Only trained 
operators are permitted to operate them. If you know of a trained operator in your 
congregation encourage them to consider donating a day or days in Joplin to aid in the 
removal of stumps.  

 Go to the district website for a report on my most recent visit to Joplin. 
www.mo.lcms.org.  

 

http://www.benchmarkemail.com/c/l?u=32C083&e=EE883&c=FAF6&t=0&l=45A9CDD&email=ZpQoRbxg0eSzwTH2w6rrNgif8GG0Zxj9


www.christlc.net 
 
If you haven’t had a chance to visit the church website, please consider this 
your formal invitation. 
 

On our website, you’ll find many resources and much information.  We’ve 
purposely designed our website to serve three types of visitors:  Christ 
Lutheran members, Lutherans looking for a church home, and those that are 
unchurched or unfamiliar with Lutherans.  We invite you to explore the many 
sections of the website. 
 

For members, you’ll find information on the current Board of Directors, opportunities like Bible studies 
and VBS, youth activities and pictures and youth calendars – are you familiar with Google calendar?  
(You can add a youth calendar to your Google calendar).  There are Weekday school lessons, dinner 
menus, resources like the Weekday Word and The Shepherd’s Staff, sermon transcripts, links to 
other sites, even an up-to-date calendar that you can print.  You can even get a reminder email about 
an event by clicking on it and submitting your email.  You can also sign up to receive the Weekday 
Word and a streamlined electronic version of The Shepherd’s Staff. 
 

For Lutherans looking for a church home, there is information about our church, our staff and our 
processes for joining like transferring membership and adult confirmation classes (which just started 
on September 18th). 
 

For the unchurched or unfamiliar with Lutheranism, there is information about our church and 
Lutheranism and a form they can fill out so that we can contact them.  We have a Frequently Asked 
Questions section made up of questions from the “What About…” series. 
 

Our website is constantly updated and continuing to grow so be sure to check back frequently as we 
continue to update and add new information.   
 

With God’s help it will grow into a valuable resource and effective way of ministering to those that 
don’t know their Savior. 
 

Blessings, 
The Website Team  
 

***************************************************************************** 

News from Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten 
 

Proverbs 12:24 says that, “Diligent hands will rule.”  Teaching this diligence is part of good 

handwriting as students do their best work as if doing it for the Lord.  Our curriculum enhances this 

diligence by coordinating writing lessons with the phonics lesson for the 

day.  Therefore, connections are made as students “learn by doing.” 

We are pleased that technology has been incorporated in lessons for 

students in our 5-day program.  The Mimio system has been installed, and 

makes our regular white board interactive with computer technology.  

Students use the board for writing, counting, reading, along with 

motivational games.   

Mrs. Heiss attended the LCMS Missouri District Early Childhood Director’s Conference in Columbia 

on September 30
th

.  The topics of discussion included curriculum and accreditation for Lutheran early 

childhood centers.   

You can support our school by participating in our Papa John’s fundraiser on Thursday, October 6
th

.  

Watch the church bulletin for details! 

If you would like a school tour or information on our ministry, please feel free to contact Mrs. Chrissy 

Heiss at 741-8031 or at christpk@christlc.com. 

http://www.christlc.net/


Christmas Store 
The “Christmas Store” that is sponsored by the Lutheran Mission of the Good Shepherd will be held 

again this year, December 13
th

 – 16
th

.  They will be looking for volunteers who are willing to work in 

the storeroom on December 3
rd

 (sorting gifts by age and gender), those willing to 

help with set-up and/or assisting shoppers on the 10
th

 – 16
th

, and those willing to 

volunteer to bring food for the volunteers.   

One way you can help is to begin collecting gifts now when you find an item on 

sale.  All items in the Christmas Store are new items ($20 - $25 suggested retail 

value) as this may be the only nice gifts some of the families will receive.  All 

donated items need to be at the LUMA Mission Center, 3007 Mercier, KCMO by 

December 12
th

 so they can be inventoried and sorted.  (Earlier is even better.) 

Watch for more information in upcoming newsletters, or feel free to contact Linda Verman at 913-948-

9700, ext. 1 or email her at luma@lumakc.org.  Or contact Pat Enomoto at 816-454-3226. 

***************************************************************************** 

Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.   
The 2011-12 school year marks the ninth school year of operation for Martin Luther Academy. This year, 

the very first Kindergarten class is in eighth grade and will graduate from MLA in May. The grace of God 

and Him using His people has made this endeavor possible. Only being in my second year 

at MLA, I don’t have the best understanding of who all the people were and are who 

have dedicated and still dedicate their time, their treasure, their talent, their prayer, and 

their support to put together and keep this wonderful Christian educational organization 

going. Just this month alone we have received large donations to help with the financing 

of our new building, purchasing equipment for our new gymnasium, and providing 

educational opportunities for our teachers. In addition, grandparents who came for 

Grandparents’ Day gave generously, and students gave hundreds of dollars in chapel 

offering gifts that will be sent to Martin Luther School in Joplin, and the list keeps going on and on and on. 

This is also true of our five Association Congregations. The annual dues, financial aid to our families, use of 

facilities, donations given, and prayers offered, all have helped and continue to help MLA. Even though I 

am only in my second year at MLA, I do understand how God places people in the right spot at the right 

time to do the right thing. I see this in our history and I see this in our present. Thank you all for your 

continued support in all areas as we seek to fulfill our mission statement – Martin Luther Academy exists to 

nurture students spiritually, emotionally, and academically. If you or someone you know would like to take 

advantage of a high quality, Christian education (97th percentile in test scores, religion class, chapel every 

week, service projects throughout the year, fine arts programs, extracurricular and co-curricular activities, 

up to date curriculum and materials, excellent licensed teachers, accredited school) please visit our website, 

email me, call me, or stop by to see the wonderful things going on at MLA as we train up children in the 

way they should go. God’s richest blessings to all of you and thank you again for your past, current and 

future support. 

Yours in Christ, 

Principal Rick Schneider 

Martin Luther Academy  7112 N. Overland Drive  Kansas City, MO 64151  816.734.1060 

principal@martinlutheracademy.org   www.martinlutheracademy.org 

Martin Luther Academy will have a display in the hallway of church detailing wish list items for 2011-2012 

school year.  The display is called the Apple Tree.  Faculty and Staff place a notice (sticky note) on the 

apple seeking donations to purchase items for the school that cannot be purchased because of budget 

constraints.  The idea is for a donor to choose an “apple item” from the display and place it and the 

donation in an envelope provided at the display.  If you are paying by check, it should be made payable to 

Martin Luther Academy.  The checks/cash will be deposited in the school checking account and the items 

will then be ordered by the school office.  Thank you for your support and generosity. 

 

mailto:luma@lumakc.org
mailto:principal@martinlutheracademy.org
http://www.martinlutheracademy.org/


***************************************************************************** 
The following is from a newspaper article that was sent to Pastor Arnold.  He wanted to share it. 

Senior Version of “Jesus Loves Me” 

92 Year Old Preacher 

 

 While watching a little TV on Sunday instead of going to church, I watched a church in Atlanta 

honoring one of its senior pastors who had been retired many years.  He was 92 at that time and I 

wondered why the church even bothered to ask the old gentleman to preach at that age. 

 After a warm welcome, introduction of this speaker, and as the applause quieted down, he rose 

from his high back chair and walked slowly, with great effort and a sliding gait to the podium.  

Without a note or a written paper of any kind he placed both hands on the pulpit to steady himself and 

then quietly and slowly began to speak… 

 “When I was asked to come here today and talk to you, your pastor asked me to tell you what 

was the greatest lesson ever learned in my 50-odd years of preaching.  I thought about it for a few days 

and boiled it down to just one thing that made the most difference in my life and sustained me through 

all my trials.  The one thing that I could always rely on when tears and heartbreak and pain and fear 

and sorrow paralyzed me… 

 The only thing that would comfort was this verse…. 

“Jesus loves me this I know.  For the Bible tells me so.  Little ones to Him belong, We are weak but 

He is strong…   YES, JESUS LOVES ME…YES, JESUS LOVES ME…YES, JESUS LOVES ME, 

THE BIBLE TELLS ME SO. 

 The old pastor stated, “I always noticed that it was the adults who choose the children’s hymn 

“Jesus Loves Me” (for the children of course) during a hymn sing, and it was the adults who sang the 

loudest because I could see they knew it the best.” 

 “Here for you now is a Senior version of Jesus Loves Me”: 

Jesus love me, this I know  Though my hair is white as snow  Though my sight is growing dim, Still 

He bids me trust in Him.  YES, JESUS LOVES ME…YES, JESUS LOVES ME…YES, JESUS LOVES 

ME, THE BIBLE TELLS ME SO. 

 Though my steps are oh, so slow  With my hand in His I go  On through life, let come what 

may, He’ll be there to lead the way.  (CHORUS) 

 When the nights are dark and long, In my heart He puts a song  Telling me in words so clear,  

“Have no fear for I am near.”  (CHORUS) 

 When my work on earth is done  And life’s victories have been won.  He will take me home 

above, Then I’ll understand His love.  (CHORUS) 

 I love Jesus, does He know?  Have I ever told Him so?  Jesus loves to hear me say, That I love 

Him every day.  (CHORUS) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Notes on the Liturgy #14 — The Prayers 

The Apostle Paul wrote, “1I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be 

made for everyone — 2for kings and all those in authority, that we may live 

peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. 3This is good, and 

pleases God our Savior, 4who wants all men to be saved and to come to a 

knowledge of the truth.” (1 Timothy 2:1-4). 

This passage gives the spirit of what the church has intended for the General 

Prayer also called The Prayer of the Church. This prayer is designed to, “rise 

above small, local, and selfish considerations” (Luther Reed). In other 

words, this is a time of prayer on behalf of the Church at large.  

It goes beyond praying only for the sick in the congregation. It is a broad 

ranging prayer that includes the great commission goal that the Word may 

be preached to the strengthening of God’s people and salvation of the lost.  

Without careful consideration it is easy to let this prayer slip into becoming 

only a grocery list of parochial needs rather than breathing the spirit of Saint 

Paul’s words above.  

When I have followed another person who is leading a prayer, I have found it helpful to focus on a 

thought or phrase of the person’s prayer and bring in my own quick petition on the subject. Perhaps I will 

repeat a phrase the other person is praying and give a quick “amen” or “Lord have mercy.” See what 

works for you, but don’t let Satan and your flesh steal community prayer from you. Don’t surrender so 

that you simply bow your head and let your mind drift. Join in and breath the spirit of the Apostle Paul’s 

words! 

 

Notes on the Liturgy #15 — The Offering 

How often have we heard, “all the church cares about is money?” To such a person, the Offering becomes 

an opportunity to rationalize his hostile attitude. The Offering isn’t really 

meant for such a person. As a matter of fact, it has been my experience that 

giving doesn’t come by way of the new convert either. Offerings spring out of 

the deep–the deepness of abiding in Christ’s grace. When people mature in 

Christ, offerings can flow more freely. Indeed, the Christian offers his whole 

life up to God as a response to His mercy (Romans 12:1-2). The Offering only 

makes sense when seen in the light of Christ. When Christ holds the strings 

to open my heart, He will in time hold the purse strings as well. 

Please note, the Offering isn’t a momentary pause in the Divine Service in 

order to collect the mandatory admission price. Neither is it a required 

payment of your membership dues in the congregation. The Offering is a 

time of worship like the hymns and prayers. There are important attitudes 

that make Christian giving worshipful giving such as first fruits giving, 

cheerful giving, thoughtful giving, giving in response to God’s blessings, etc. 

Behind Christian giving is also this crucial understanding–everything that we 

have is God’s. We merely manage what God already owns. (Exodus 19:5). 

The question always seems to arise, “How much do I have to give?” or “How 

much should I give?” Many want to provide an answer to this question that places us back under the Old 

Testament law of tithing, and while tithing is an admirable goal to have, it is no longer required of the 

Christian who is set free from the Law by the Gospel. As with so many things in the Christian life, it is 

better to ask the right question: “How much can I give?” rather than should or must. The answer for us is 

willing, regular, proportional, first-fruits giving. Our gifts and offerings are given on a regular basis 

(weekly, monthly, etc), they reflect a response to the Lord for His blessings to us (proportional), and they 

are the first-fruits of what we receive (not what is left over after all of the bills are paid and our 

recreational funds are spent). In the end, the exact amount is between you and your Lord, but we are 

encouraged by Paul’s words to the Corinthians, “Each one must give as he has made up his mind, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (II Cor. 9:7) 

These notes were originally written in 2001 by Pastor David Oberdieck and have been edited.  The entire series of 

articles may be found at http://steadfastlutherans.org/liturgy 
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