
 

CHRISTIAN VOCATION – FAITH AND LOVE TOWARD OUR NEIGHBOR 
 

 Being a Christian means that all we do out of love for our neighbor is a Christian endeavor. 

This means that vocation, though belonging within the sphere of the law in the left-hand kingdom, 

cannot be separated from faith. Although faith belongs to the heavenly kingdom, the kingdom in 

which there is no freedom to pick and choose how one is saved, and vocation belongs to the earthly 

realm, an expression of work for the neighbor, the two are intrinsically bound to one another. Faith 

and love move in two different directions. God and one’s neighbor are two different focal points. 

However, the Christian lives simultaneously in relation with God and with his neighbor, before God 

(the kingdom of heaven) and before man (the kingdom of earth). We dare not isolate one’s 

relationship with God, speaking only in terms of faith, without also considering relationship with the 

neighbor. 
 

 The service we render to our neighbor is God’s love set in motion. It lays hold of God’s 

promise given through faith to serve the neighbor out of love. This is how the neighbor is put into 

the right relationship with us (love) and God (faith). Vocation constrains the Christian to move 

toward the neighbor in good works; and faith alone, which includes every part of our vertical 

relationship with God, ascends heavenward. In all this one is incorporated into Christ; the cross in 

the vocation is his cross, and the faith which breaks forth from the cross in the vocation is his 

resurrection. Christians live in both the vertical and horizontal kingdom (the Kingdom of God and 

the Kingdom of man) at the same time and cannot be removed from either at one moment to the 

next. All matters of faith and love hold together in the body of Christ and are a continuous and 

constant lived in experience. 
 

 God does not need our works. However, our neighbor certainly does. That’s why our 

Christian vocation is so important. God cares for His people through the works of others. Your 

service is needed and it is important for the sake of your neighbor. Your neighbor needs you and you 

need your neighbor. 
 

 Managing our Christian vocations for the sake of our neighbor and the work of the church is 

called STEWARDSHIP. Vocation and Stewardship go hand-in-hand as God’s people set out to 

strengthen the reach of His kingdom for the sake of His children and those who still do not believe 

the Good News of Jesus. Each year in October we are reminded of how important the stewardship of 

our vocations is for the sake of the betterment of God’s church by calling to mind our own time, 

talent and treasures. On Stewardship Sunday and Wednesday (Oct 13 & 16) we will have that 

opportunity once again to express the stewardship of our Christian vocations for the sake of the 

church and our neighbor. Please give careful attention to the many ways we are able to do this by 

taking a look at the pledge form included in this copy of The Shepherd’s Staff. 
 

 The Lord richly bless our coming in and our going out – especially as we consider how God 

has given us to service of our neighbor and stewards of His precious gifts. 

 

In Christ’s Service, 

Pastor Arnold 
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Martin Luther’s First Hymn 
 This month of October brings to mind Martin Luther and the Reformation.  Though 
now 502 years in the past, the story of Luther’s courage and steadfastness still inspires us 
today.   
 One part of the story, which is just as surprising and exciting as any in the life of Dr. 
Luther, was the composition and distribution of his hymns and music.   
 Luther availed himself of the mass media commonly used for broadcasting 
important news in his day.  Long before social media feeds, newspapers, radio, television, 
and at a time when most people were illiterate, Luther employed the folk song, which was 
the most common form of mass communication.  Luther’s very first hymn was one such 
example.  The hymn is titled, “A New Song Here Shall Be Begun,” and it was written in 
1523.  At this time, Luther had already been excommunicated by the pope and declared an 
outlaw by the emperor, which meant anyone who found Luther could kill him with no 
consequence.  However, Luther’s prince, Frederick the Wise kept him in protective custody 
along with there being much general support for Luther in Germany from most of the 
people.  Many considered him to be a national hero; Luther was virtually untouchable.   
 But this safety was not always so in other lands where the Reformation began to 
sprout and take root.  In Belgium, a land directly under the emperor without intervening 
princes, the Edict of Worms (which condemned Luther and his teaching) was carried out to 
the letter.  Friars at the University of Louvain were required to renounce Lutheran teaching 
or be executed.  Two confessors were convicted and condemned to be burned at the stake.  
Heinrich Voes and Johann Esch died martyr’s deaths at the Brussels marketplace on July 
1st, 1523.  These were the first blood witnesses of the Reformation.   
 Luther wanted these men known as well as the lies of his enemies exposed.  “A New 
Song Here Shall Be Begun” was printed on broadsheets and widely sold.  Minstrels sang it 
in the marketplace, the roadside, and even the tavern.  From town to town, this hymn was 
known by heart and Voes and Esch became overnight heroes.   
 Several other of Luther’s hymns spread far and wide.  On May 6th 1524 a peddler 
sang Lutheran hymns in the Magdeburg marketplace and sold leaflets to listening crowds.  
The mayor had him jailed, but local landowners quickly bailed him out so that he could 
continue to sing the hymns of Martin Luther! 
 Even after Luther’s death, his hymns were no less controversial.  “Lord, Keep us 
Steadfast in Thy Word” (LSB 655) was forbidden to be sung in certain German 
principalities, where certain princes loyal to Rome sought to liquidate Lutheranism by 
force.  Even moderate Lutherans, seeking reunification with the Roman Church revised the 
second line of the first stanza (originally “And curb the Turks’ and papists’ sword”), a 
revision which, regrettably, still stands today. 
 While Luther’s first hymn has not been printed in any recent hymnals, many of his 
hymns are and remain a blessed treasure of the church (LSB 656, 556, 358, 755, 938, and 954, 
among several others!).  This October, we continue to confess boldly in word and song the 
salvation won for us in Christ alone.                           

 

In Christ’s Service, 
Pastor Froiland 
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 YOUTH NEWS  
 

Little Lambs /  Kids For Christ 

       Infant-Kindergarten               Grades 1-5 

OUTDOOR MOVIE NIGHT 
 

Friday, October 4         7:00-8:45 PM 
 

Bring lawn chairs and blankets as we enjoy a movie 
together outside.  We will project the movie onto the east 
wall of our church.  Popcorn, Movie Candy, Drinks will be 
provided!  We will start the movie as soon as it is dark 
enough after 7 PM.  Please sign-up on the poster in the 
Fellowship Commons. 
 

 

Little Lambs /  Kids For Christ 

       Infant-Kindergarten               Grades 1-5 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON AT 

ALLDREDGE ORCHARD 
 

Sunday, October 13     2:00-4:00 PM 
 

Come out any time after 2:00 PM and enjoy a nice 
afternoon at a Platte County orchard!  At 3:00 PM our group 
will gather for a fall snack.  While Alldredge Orchard is a 
much smaller farm than many others that host visitors, 
relish its simplicity and the time together with family!  
 

 

SR-LYF  /  JR-LYF 
    Grades 9-12                                 Grades 6-8 

DAY AT WORLDS OF FUN 
Sunday, October 20   Noon-6:30 PM 

 

We will meet at Church at noon OR at the WOF Front Gate 
at 12:30 PM.  Bring $20.00 to cover the cost of your 
admission. Friends may attend.  We will return to Church by 
6:30 PM.  WE WILL NEED ADULT DRIVERS THAT ARE 
WILLING TO STAY IN THE PARK! 
 

 

 
 

 
 

PARENT / YOUTH 

COMMITMENT DAY 
 

Sunday, October 6                   Noon 
Sign-up will begin, very soon, for the 2020 Higher 
Things Youth Conference in Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
Dates for this event are July 21-24, 2020.  Our group 
will likely leave from church very early on Saturday, 
July 18 and return the evening of Saturday, July 25.  
For this event, we will need several adults over the 
age of 25 as chaperones.  Some of these chaperones 
would need to be willing to take turns driving rental 
vans. 
 

Deacon would like the names of those who would like 
to participate (youth AND adults) on or before 
Commitment Day - Sunday, October 6.   
 

Deposits of $100 per youth participant will be asked 
for within two weeks of making the commitment to 
attend. 
 

Approximate costs and a working itinerary will be 
available for inspection at this October 6 meeting.  It 
will be very important that commitments and $100.00 
deposits toward attending this summer servant event 
be made within two weeks after the informational 
meeting. This event WILL reach capacity very early! 
Contact Deacon for additional information.  
  

 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq0
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq0


October – December Acolytes 
  8:00am     10:45am  
 

October Gus Jones     Jacob Baker, Joseph Winfrey 
  October 30 @ 7pm – Alex Smith 
 

November Chadron Cummins    Alex Smith, Jarien Montgomery 
  November 28 @ 10am – Connor Henry 
 
December Connor Henry     Jacob Baker, Forrest Boynton 
  December 4th @ 7pm – Joshua Keller; 11th @ 7pm – Jacob Baker; 18th @ 7pm – Alex Smith; 
24th @ 6pm – Alex Smith, Joshua Keller, Brandon Cuda, Jarien Montgomery; @ 11pm – Forrest Boynton, 
Chadron Cummins; 25th @ 10am – Connor Henry, Gus Jones; 31st @ 7pm – Chadron Cummins 

 
Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do not stare 
out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing hymns and 
participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no later 
than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship!! 
 

 

******************************************************************* 
 

On Sunday, November 10th, at 9:20am in the Ephphatha Room, we will be 

recognizing our Veterans and the service they have provided to our country and 

giving them a token of appreciation.  In order to do this, we need to know who 

will be there. Please contact Heidi Scroggins or the church office (741-0483) by 

October 13th to let us know you plan to attend.  If you know of any of our members 

who are veterans, please be sure they are aware of this!  We want to recognize 

all our Veterans.   

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

OASIS (Older Adult Seniors In Service) 
 

Pot Luck, Speaker & Collection 
 

Our September Pot Luck speaker, Major Kelli Bailiff from the Wyandotte County 

Sheriff’s Department, was intriguing, as always.  Thank you to everyone that assisted 

with the Pot Luck and donated funds for the gift cards to purchase a new set of clothing 

for the children recovered.   
 

Many thanks also for the donated girls and boy’s hygiene kits and to the Action Team 

for sewing bags to hold the hygiene products.  These small efforts mean so much to the 

children that receive them.  God Bless. 

 

 

 



Greetings from Christ Lutheran Pre-K! 
 

As we start to see the leaves on the 

trees changing colors, we see changes in 

our little lambs also.  They are growing 

spiritually, academically, and physically 

every day.  

This month we will learn about fire 

safety with a visit from the firefighters; 

the best part of their visit is getting to 

see the inside of their firetruck.    The kids love getting to see the firemen and 

the firetruck! 

We are happy our new walkway is complete and we are able to use it to get to the 

playground safely.  Thank you all for your patience the past several months with 

this safety improvement to our Pre-K. 

As most of you know, we went through the accreditation process with the National 

Lutheran Schools Association during the 2018/19 school year.  I am proud to 

share with you, we have been accredited for 5 more years.  Please join us on 

October 20 between services as we present the staff with the accreditation 

certificate. 

Our first Papa John’s Pizza fundraiser for this school year is October 1st.  If you 

don’t feel like cooking, you can order pizza and help raise money for Pre-K.  All 

funds earned from this fundraiser will go towards a playground update for Pre-K.  
 
 

Blessings, Christ Lutheran Pre-K Staff  

++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Orchids and Onions 
Orchids to LaVerne and Verda Lutte for their many years of baking cookies and goodies for the 
Weekday School meals.  We appreciate all you’ve done for us! 
Onions to those who use items in the kitchen and don’t clean them. Hot pads with food on them 
were put back in the cabinet – yuck!  Orchids to those who clean up after themselves – thank you! 
Orchids to Lisa Rogers for her musical additions to our worship services through playing her flute. 

 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

There are no minutes in the newsletter this month as the Board of Directors meeting wasn’t held until 

after the newsletter was printed and assembled.  Watch for the printing of the minutes for September and 

October in the November newsletter.  The proposed budget will be available for the congregation 

members to view.  Please request a copy or look for one at church. 

 



Hillcrest Ministry Apartment Update 

Sherry, our resident finished her life skills classes and completed her stay at the Hillcrest 

Ministry apartment.  

On September 17th, Hillcrest Ministry held a graduation program for the graduates. That 

evening, Sherry joined three other apartment residents that were recognized on their 

journey towards self -sufficiency.  

The Church family donated to Sherry several gift cards and a copy of Rick Warren’s 

book, The Purpose Driven Life and a gift bag.  

The Public Relations committee wishes to acknowledge and thank the many members 

that made donations for the graduation and the linen donations for the apartment during 
the month. 

******************************************** 

We are looking for more people to help with collating the Shepherd’s Staff.  Is that 

something with which you would be interested in helping?  We meet on (usually) the 

last Tuesday morning of the month.  We have lost a lot of our help recently and 

could really use a few extra people.  Even if you can help a few times a year, we’d 

appreciate it!  Please talk to Lynda Reinert (741-9296) or call Eunice at the church 

office (741-0483). 

 

 

Work Day  
On Saturday, November 9th, beginning at 8:00 AM we will 
have our Fall Work Day.  There is much work that needs to be 
done, both inside and outside.  Please come and help keep 
our building and grounds in good repair.  If we had most of 
our members come, even for just 2 hours, think of all that 
could be accomplished!  That would be a lot of hours of work.  
Please help us be good stewards of the gifts that God has 
given to us. Put this date on your calendar now so you reserve 
the time to come help – thanks! 

 

 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

Our Annual Parish Meeting will be October 27
th
 at 7:00PM.   

Please attend if you are able. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

10/2 Stephanie Easley 

10/4 Judy Johnson 

 Terry Martin 

 Raymond Kaminski II 

 Elizabeth Reinhardt 

 Adam Bicsak 

 Madison Brewer 

 Ezra Both 

 Asher Buse 

10/5 Ryleigh Brown 

10/6 Charles Kimball 

 Roy Schademann 

 Robert Patrick 

 Aron Smalec 

 Kyle Easley 

 MacKenzie Easley 

 Greta Jones 

 Jacob Williams 

 Teyo Rodriguez 

10/7 Jill Vincenti 

 Nicholas Shepherd 

 Samuel Shepherd 

 Quinten Phillips 

 Oliver Schneider 

10/8 Kindra Mooney 

10/9 Derek Rothert 

 Lizsette Watson  

10/10 Greg Stumpf 

 Emily Reinhardt 

10/11 Jack Egge 

 Raymond Penn 

10/12 Travis Clark 

 Michael Marfield 

 Erica Chandler 

10/13 Daniel Peterson 

10/14 Rebecca Koffman 

 Brooke Bosworth 

10/15 Derick Shupe 

 Audra Schupbach 

10/16 Eunice Littleton 

 Jana Silvio 

 Brandon Cuda 

10/17 Mark Ruud 

 Julie Williams 

 Jennifer Repplinger 

 Sarah Waller  

10/19 Kendyll Fredde 

10/20 Kevin Levetzow 

10/21 Becky Belt 

 Dorothy Utterback 

 Jeff Faller 

 Adam Roberts 

 Shane Rogers 

10/23 Carole Fredericks 

 John Peer 

 Jennifer Houghtlin 

 Andon Koren 

10/24 Eileen Sprouls 

 John Clark 

10/25 Herbert Steffens 

 Clare McCaughey 

 Heather Keller 

10/26 Dana Stark 

 Christa Fuller 

 Mark Trumble 

10/29 Ray Evans 

 Shawn Smith 

 Jennifer Brewer 

 Megan Lewis 

 Levi Jones 

10/30 Cynthia Howard 

 Bryan Moore 

 Jenni Schneider 

 Dakota Wilson 

10/31 Kenneth Rowe 

 Brianne Rodriguez 

 Jordan Koren

 

******************************************** 

 

We get letters…… 
 

Dear Christ Lutheran Parish Family, 

Thank you for all the warm wishes, thoughts and prayers I received after my recent fall.  I am so 

blessed to be a part of this family and I appreciate the cards and phone calls.   

      In Christian love, Sheryl Cozad 

 

Dear Pastor & Parish family, 

We greatly appreciate all the love, care and support we received for our move to Texas in so many different 

ways. We will never forget Christ Lutheran Parish family.  Many Thanks for your prayers and thoughtfulness. 

Your Friends in Christ, George & Joyce White   

 



IMPORTANT! IMPORTANT! IMPORTANT! 
Stewardship Sunday is October 13th and Wednesday, October 16th.  

Please complete the Time, Talent, and Treasure inventory sheet 
available at church and bring it to church on October 13th or 16th.  

Blank inventory sheets will also be available before the services on 
those days.  God bless the use of His gifts at Christ parish! 

********************* 

October is national "Clergy Appreciation Month." 
"This provides a wonderful opportunity for congregations and members to commit to 

pray for and encourage their pastor," says Rev. David Muench, former executive 

director of the LCMS Commission on Ministerial Growth and Support.  

Muench urges members to "think creatively about what you can do to recognize the 

significant work of your pastor(s), and how you might honor him (them) and his 

(their) family(ies). Share the idea of celebrating Clergy Appreciation Month -- and 

challenge others in your congregation to join you in this opportunity for support and 

affirmation of these faithful servants of God." 

He says pastors "can't help but be encouraged" by such affirmation.  

"The typical pastor works long hours and is not a stranger to criticism," Muench told Reporter.  "As a 

result, he may be one of the loneliest people in the church. Feelings of disappointment, 

discouragement, and defeat can begin to plague even the best pastors. 

"After all," he said, "the apostle's encouragement to 'serve one another in love' (Gal. 5:13) also applies 

to the relationship we have with our pastor." 
Here are a few more suggestions about "appreciation":  

 Expand the celebration from "clergy" or "pastor" appreciation to include all church workers.  

While different vocations may be celebrated at different times during the year, a congregation will 

do well to develop a way that its members can voice an "I thank you" or "I appreciate you" to its 

entire staff.  

 Develop a parish-wide culture of appreciation where positive respect, gratitude, celebration, and 

encouragement are part of the DNA of the parish.  Voices are most often heard when there is a 

problem.  Rather, they should be heard even louder to celebrate good things.  

 Words and deeds of appreciation should not be reserved for a particular time of the year.  In a 

culture where members mutually appreciate each other -- certainly their talents and 

their gifts -- such positive encouragement happens on a day-to-day basis.  

 All of us can reflect on the ratio of our positive and negative comments to (or, 

unfortunately, about) people. We can all participate in developing a culture of 

appreciation by at least raising the ratio of our positive conversation to that of our more 

negative conversation. In repentance, we all can flee to the cross of Christ.  

 Understand, as in the second question above, that church workers are generally not 

in their vocation to receive applause.  But if the culture of the parish includes a culture 

of appreciation, it will be more natural for the pastor and other church workers to be 

part of it.  

 Remember the spouse and children of the church worker.  They are an integral part of the 

community and of the life of the worker. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Christ Lutheran – October 2019 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7:30pm – Choir 
Pre-K Papa John 
Pizza Night 

2 

4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service - LS  

3 

7:30pm - Bells 
4 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
7pm - 
Outdoor 
Movie Night 

5 

6   Elections 

8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 
Noon – LYF Commitment Day for 2020 
Higher Things  

7 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

8 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7:30pm - Choir 

9   Elections 

4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service  

10 

7:30pm - Bells 
11 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
 
 

12 

13   Stewardship Sunday 

8am - Divine Service - LS     
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service 
Noon - Oromo Worship 
2pm - Callers for Christ 
2pm – LL/KFC Fall Day at Alldredge Orc. 

14 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

15 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7:30pm - Choir 

16   Stewardship Wednesday 

4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service - LS  

17 

 
18 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

19 

20 

8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 
Noon – LYF Day at Worlds of Fun 

21 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

22 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7:30pm - Choir 

23 

4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service  

24 

7pm - Board of 
Directors 
 

25 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
Noon – 
Shepherd’s 
Staff 
Deadline 

26 

10:30am - Altar 
Guild Meeting 

27 

8am - Divine Service - LS     
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service 
Noon – Oromo Worship  
7pm – Annual Parish Meeting 

28 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

29 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
11:30am - Collate 
Shepherd’s Staff 
7:30pm - Choir 

30 

4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm – Reformation Divine  
Service - LS  

31  Reformation Day 

 
    Elders Retreat 

Elders Retreat 

MO District Pastoral Conf. 
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Acolytes:  8am – Gus Jones  
  10:45am – Jacob Baker, Joseph Winfrey 
October 30 at 7pm – Alex Smith 
 
 
Head Ushers:   8am – Rick Easley 10:45am – Shawn Smith 

Ushers:  8am – Russell Hollander, Dan Mahnken     

  10:45am – John Ramos, Jim Keller 

 
Elder In Charge:  8am:  Sperl  10:45am:  Watson 
    Midweek:  2nd – Rothert; 9th – Scroggins; 16th – K.Smith; 23rd – Sperl; 30th – Steffens  
 

Greeters:   8am – Roger and Jackie Lewis 10:45am – Candace Ramos  
 

 

Counter:  Ray and Karla Fera 

 

Altar Guild:     Servers       Linens  

   10/2  Oswald/Moore      Truetken 

   10/6  Chastain/Gibson/Vincenti    Truetken   

   10/9  Rothert/Vincenti  

   10/13  Durham/Degnan/Moore    Faller     

   10/16  Rothert/Schneider     Truetken 

   10/20  Duff/Howard/Daugherty    Truetken 

   10/23  Lewis/Truetken   

   10/27  Sperl/Steffens/Truetken    Faller 

   10/30  Moore/Truetken      Faller 

    

 Launder and Steam Acolyte Robes & Cottas, Pastors’ Cassocks & Surplices – Kelly 
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A Stewardship Lesson from God’s Word … Luke 18:38  
 

In the early morning hours of Feb. 18, 1546, Martin Luther closed his eyes 
forever. And the hand that hammered the 95 Theses into the door of the Castle 
Church in Wittenberg on Oct. 31, 1517, penned its final words:  

“We are all beggars. This is true.”  
And this is the truth that our Lord says makes you free. Ironic, isn’t it? That, in 

order to be free, you must be a beggar; you must be utterly dependent and reliant 
upon God. This makes us uncomfortable – the way we’re uncomfortable when 
someone gets us a Christmas or birthday present when we haven’t gotten them 
one. We feel we owe them. And we don’t much like being in someone’s debt.  

But what Luther would remind us is that we are all indeed beggars. But we’re 
not just anyone’s beggars. We’re God’s beggars. And this is His legacy to the 
Christian Church. Christ came for sinners. He came to seek and save the lost. He 
came to heal the sick and raise the dead. He came for sinners, and He dwells only 
with sinners. 

And, if we are to be where He is, we must be willing to be counted among the 
lost, the sick, and the dead. We must be willing to be beggars. We must cry out for 
mercy, for grace, and for his undeserved love and kindness. We must be dependent 
solely on Him and what He gives.  

And here’s the beauty: He gives us everything. Everything – forgiveness of sins, 
salvation from death and the devil, and eternal life. This is not because of any 
worthiness or merit in us, but it is because of His divine goodness, mercy, and grace.  

On account of Christ’s death and resurrection, the Father forgives you, saves 
you, and is pleased with you. And you receive. You receive His love, His 
righteousness, His holiness, His acceptance, and His inheritance. We are all beggars. 
This is true. 

This is the heart and soul of Christianity and the life-blood of the Christian 
Church. God justifies us, and He declares us innocent and righteous by His grace 
received through faith for the sake of Christ. This is not because of our works; this is 
because of His work on the cross. We, who once were enemies of God, are reconciled 
to Him and made to be His children. 

This is what Luther would point us to when He took up his pen for the last 
time and scribbled “We are all beggars. This is true.” We are beggars. But we are 
beggars of the God who does not ignore us, who doesn’t pass by us on the other side. 
We are beggars of the One who descended from heaven to make His dwelling 
with sinners.  

We are beggars of Him who deigns to dwell with us, among us, and – yes – 
even in us by grace for Christ’s sake. For in the bread and cup that we bless, we share 
together with Christ and each other the riches of God’s grace.  

So inexhaustible are the riches of this grace – the Gospel in sermon and 
absolution, in Baptism and Holy Communion – that our cups overflow. We, who are 
God’s beggars, are not only inexhaustibly satisfied but have something to give 
back in thanksgiving and praise.  

 


