
 

Are you Thankful? 

 Ever since the time of Abraham Lincoln, each president of our country has issued a 

call for citizens to give thanks. To whom do we give thanks? To God, of course. Back in the 

Old Testament days a thanksgiving proclamation was issued by the writer of Psalm 107: “O 

Give Thanks unto the Lord, for He is good; for His mercy endures forever!” Officially, 

America sets aside this one day a year we call Thanksgiving to remember to be thankful. 

However, Christians are blessed with God’s providence each and every day. So, every day is 

a good day to be thankful. 

 One of the great blessings that we experience each day, and which we so often take for 

granted, is the gift of life. Day after day we hear and read the news of people who have died. 

Yet, here we are, very much alive. Why is that? Is it because of our careful lifestyle? Is it 

because of science? Or, are we just “lucky”? Martin Luther gives us the secret of our life in 

his explanation of the First Article of the Creed, as he says: “God has made me and all 

creatures; He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members… and still 

takes care of them.” Here is reason number one for me to be thankful in 2021. God has given 

me my life and provides what I need for that life. Even today, with all the hurt and disease at 

every turn, there is so much for which to be thankful. 

 Are you thankful? If so, take care of what God has given to you. Don’t be careless with 

your life. 

 Gratitude for God’s gift of life should become even greater when we remember that 

our life is experienced in a world filled with wonder and beauty. King David exclaimed, “The 

heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims His handiwork” (Psalm 

19:1). While there is much wrong with the world, we can also behold how wonderful it is. 

We are blessed with beautiful places to visit and breath-taking views of the heavens above. 

Besides this, God continues to provide with food for our table and clothes for our back. 

God’s blessings are beyond what we could ever count. Are you thankful? 

 What is more, let us not forget our spiritual blessings. They culminate in the 

deliverance secured for us by God’s own Son, our Savior. Jesus paid the ultimate price for 

our forgiveness of sins which leads to the promise of heaven. We sometimes don’t even 

grasp the magnitude of the gift of eternal life. We can’t wrap our mind around it. We think of 

it as something so far off we, at times, don’t even think to ponder how important it is. Are 

you thankful for the free and undeserved gift of life and forgiveness? 

 Thanksgiving is a time to reflect on all of God’s gifts. But we should be thankful each 

of our days. We have what God loves to give – life! He gives it to you because He loves you. 

That will never change. For that, I’m very thankful. May God richly bless you and keep you. 

In Christ’s Service, 

Pastor Arnold 
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The End of the World 
 

 The end of the world.  What does this mean? As the church year draws to a close (as well 

as the calendar year next month), we naturally reflect on the end times and the end of the 

world.  The scripture readings for the last Sundays in the church year point us to the truths of 

our Lord’s return and the end of the world.  What will happen then?  

 God’s Word gives us some insight to see what the end of the world will be like.  “…[T]he 

heavens existed long ago, and the earth was formed out of water by the word of God, and that 

by means of these the world that then existed was deluged with water and perished.  But by the 

same word the heavens and earth that now exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day 

of judgment and destruction of the ungodly.” (2 Peter 3:6-7)  From this we know that just as 

the world was destroyed by the flood at the time of Noah, so the world we now know will be 

completely incinerated when Christ returns.  Our Lord Himself also makes this clear when 

speaking about the time of His coming again: “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words 

will not pass away.” (Luke 21:33) Christ’s Word (and those connected to it by faith) will endure 

the destruction of the world.  St. Paul also says that we will be set freedom from the effects of 

sin (bondage, decay, death, etc.): “For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but 

because of him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage 

to decay and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.” (Romans 8:20-21) 

 It is good for us to know and remember that this world is passing away and will not last 

forever.  Our comfort and trust come not from this world, but from God.  We should use this 

world as a traveler staying in a hotel or in a home not our own.  Use the table, the cups, and 

the plates.  Sleep in the bed.  Use the things of this world as if you are about to leave rather 

than to stay.  St. Augustine once said, “Good people use the world for this purpose: to enjoy 

God; the wicked, on the contrary, want to use God [as an excuse] to enjoy the world.”  If we 

love this world, we love something that will not go on existing.  St. Paul said, “Through Christ 

the world is crucified to me, and I to the world.” (Galatians 6:14).  So what the world considers 

a cross, we consider delight; and what the world considers delight, we consider a cross.  With 

and through the crucified Christ we have died to the world and all its honors, riches, pleasures, 

and hatred.  These then should have as much effect on us as on a dead person.  Our eyes are 

fixed on Christ to whom at every moment we are hoping to go. 

 And what really are the riches of this world? Gold and silver? Shiny metal dug out of dirt.  

Silk? The droppings of worms.  Big houses? Stones and wood.  Land? Lifeless dirt.  This world’s 

wealth will desert us when Christ returns, or we will desert them in death.  So let us abandon 

this world before it abandons us. 

 Lutheran church father Johann Gerhard once said, “The world is an inn in which the devil 

acts as a host who treats the godly harshly, as citizens of heaven and strangers to the world, but 

sweetly flatters the ungodly who are citizens of the world and exiles from heaven.  However, 

someday Christ will burn this inn to the ground.”  And in this we can take comfort, because 

Christ has made us citizens of a new heaven and new earth that will be our eternal home.  This 

is our joy and hope: to join the eternal song of holy angels and blessed humanity: “Salvation 

and glory and honor and power belong to the Lord our God” (Rev. 19:1) and “To Him who sits 

upon the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and strength forever and 

ever.  Amen” (Rev. 5:13) 

In Christ’s Service,  

Pastor Froiland 
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 YOUTH NEWS  
 

 

REGISTRATION FORMS DUE! 
 

 

RESCHEDULED DATE 

Little Lambs /  Kids For Christ 

    Infant-Kindergarten                Grades 1-5 

BURR OAK AND  

FROZEN CUSTARD 

FAMILY DAY 
Saturday, November 6         2:00 PM 

 

Families of infants thru fifth graders are invited to 
meet together at the Burr Oak Nature Center in Blue 
Springs on Saturday, November 6.   
 

From 2:00-2:30 PM families will have the opportunity 
to play and discover all that the main building has to 
offer: live animals…interactive exhibits…bird 
watching…and at 2:30 PM the whole group will hike 
the Missouri Tree Trail.  At the conclusion of the hike, 
our group will travel to Andy’s (Blue Springs) for 
frozen custard treats.  
 

DAY AT THE ZOO…ORIGINALLY SCHEDULED FOR 
NOVEMBER 6…WILL BE MOVED TO SPRING 2022 
 

 

 
 

JR-LYF 
Grades 6-8 

CONFIRMATION RETREAT 
HEIT’S POINT LUTHERAN CAMP 
Friday – Sunday              November 12-14           

Trip Forms/Payments are DUE! 
Heit’s Point Lutheran Camp – Lincoln, MO 

 

 
 

 

Little Lambs /  Kids For Christ 

       Infant-Kindergarten               Grades 1-5 

ORNAMENT MAKING DAY  
Sunday, November 14          4:00 PM               

 

Youth and their Parents, friends, are invited to enjoy a 
late afternoon together in the Ephphatha 
Room…making Christmas ornaments that will be given 
away to the members of our congregation.  Snacks, 
drinks, and Christmas music will be provided. 
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11/1 Shirley Richardson 

11/2 Emmy Peterson 

 Trenton Pride 

11/3 Sabria Morad 

11/4 Jason Pride 

11/5 Norma Flenker 

 Richard Schultze 

 Randall Shoemaker 

 Greg Heishman 

 Greg Richardson 

 Claire Huang 

11/6 Lorenzo Aguilar 

11/7 Roger Tiedt 

 Belinda Knopp 

 Sarah DeLay 

 Melissa Malone 

11/8 Janet Duff 

 Caroline Heiss 

11/9 Megan Schelp 

11/11 Heidi Scroggins 

 Sheryl O’Keefe 

 Stephanie Hinkle 

 Ava Ford 

 Ava Schneider 

 Henry Huang 

11/12 Mary Stepp 

 Kirk Henry 

 Jiriya Khampira 

11/13 Sue Eberth 

 Truman Smith  

11/14 Trevor Crystal 

11/15 Renate Jentzsch 

 Linda Lechowicz 

 Brian Both 

11/16 John Winfrey 

 Pastor Froiland 

11/17 Donald O’Keefe 

 Julie Sahlin 

11/18 Otto Gaiser 

 Emma Gaiser 

11/19 Donna Lingle 

 Dianne Kelly 

 Matt Wittmaier 

11/20 Teagan Shupe 

11/21 Tom Watson 

 Cheri Pride 

 Nathan Lingle 

11/22 Becky Ann Belt 

 Chance Pope 

11/23 Carol Carvolho 

11/24 Rebekah Sanders 

 Hollie Sinnett 

11/25 Thomas Cvetan 

11/26 Curtis Monroe 

 Jennifer Gleason 

11/27 Barbara Greenhagen 

11/28 Samantha Phillips 

 David June 

11/29 Thomas Stepp 

 Wayne Jobe 

 Sarah O’Keefe 

 Melissa Howard 

 Christina Howard 

 Elijah Repplinger 

 

 

 

******************************************** 

 

November Acolytes 

   8:00am     10:45am  
 

November  Levi Jones     Joseph Froiland 
Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do not stare  
out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing hymns and 
participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no later 
than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship. 
Dallas Boeka 10:45am 419-5292 
Joseph Froiland 10:45am 746-2407 
Connor Henry sub 584-2988 
Gus Jones 8am 547-4751 

Levi Jones  8am 547-4751 
Brian Odegaard 8am 665-5929 
Peter Oetting 10:45am 853-6277 
Alex Smith 10:45am 407-7542 

 

 



Discipleship Data 
 

 

Accessions Baptized: 

Lily Madison Grace, daughter of Logan and Michelle Grace, baptized September 5, 2021 

Lucas Edward Grace, son of Landon and Jaclyn Grace, baptized September 5, 2021 

 

Accessions Communicant: 

James Rigg – Reaffirmation of Faith 

 

Deletions: 

Pat Rodina – released at own request 

Casey and Lindsey Johnson, Evalena, Adelais – transfer to Holy Trinity, Mound City, MO 

Mark Buchholz – transfer to Bethany, Overland Park, KS 

Beverly Bicsak – transfer to the Church Triumphant, October 4, 2021 

 

New address: 

Toby and Michelle Waller   Mailing address: Norma Flenker 

PO Box 170200      2333 N. 73rd St. 

St. Louis, MO  63117     KC, KS 66109 
 

Emily Kraft       Gabbie and Zach Sinnett 

3906 Russell Blvd.      233 16th Ave. SE 

St. Louis, MO 63110-3710    Lonsdale, MN  55046 
 

Brian Cox        Logan Grace  Dist. 6 to 4 

6835 Lackman Rd. Apt. 306    7511 N. Ava Ave. 

Shawnee, KS  66217     KC, MO 64151 
 

Branden and Candice Masoner  Dist. 1 to 8  Charles Ball  Dist. 2 to 7 

6816 Creekside Dr.      303 NW 40th St. 

Parkville, MO 64152     KC, MO 64116 

 

New number: 

Nancy Schneider – 816-308-0651 

Cheri June – 816-260-6034 

 

Make plans to join us in worship on Thanksgiving 
Day, November 25th, at 10:00 AM.  We will have Divine 
Service with Holy Communion.  If you are in town 

that day, join us and bring a friend. 
 



WE NEED YOUR HELP! LIVESTREAM CAMERA OPERATORS 
We would like to put together a rotation 

of camera operators for our livestream 

Service – Sunday, 10:45 a.m. 

Operating the camera is very simple – 

training needed is minimal. It just needs 

a little attention during the Service. 

Current camera operator Becki Graham 

or Pastor Arnold will be glad to show you how it’s done. 

God willing, we will get a few operators and then put together a schedule. Youth and adults are 

eligible. This is a great opportunity to help your Parish-family during the Service. And, you can 

sit anywhere in the sanctuary. 

Please let Pastor Arnold know if you are willing.  

Thank you. 
 

******************************* 
Work Day – November 6th 

On Saturday, November 6th, beginning at 
8:00 AM we will have our Fall Work/Clean-
Up Day.  There is plenty that needs to be 
done, both inside and outside.  Please come 
and help keep our building and grounds in 
good repair.  If we had half of our members 
come, even for just 2 hours, think of all that 
could be accomplished!  Please help us be 
good stewards of the gifts that God has 
given to us. 

 

++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Daylight Saving Time Ends on 
Sunday, November 7th so be 
sure to set your clocks back on 
the 6th before you go to bed.  
You’ll get an extra hour of 
sleep!      
 



Greetings from Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten! 
 

This month we will be learning what it means 

to be thankful and what we are thankful for.  

We are also learning that we can help people 

and families that may not have as much as we 

do by collecting items for a local food pantry. 

Please join us as we collect non-perishable 

items for Immanuel Lutheran Church, Kansas City.  Immanuel Lutheran 

Church has requested the following items: Toilet Paper, Paper Towels, 

Canned Soups, Canned Cream Soups, Boxes of Dressing, Pasta Sauce, 

Peanut Butter, Jelly. 

If you would like to donate any of the non-perishable items listed 

above, please drop them off at the Pre-K office starting 11/1/2021 – 

11/19/2021.   

Our November Bible stories are Crossing the Red Sea, Israel in the 

Desert, The Ten Commandments, and The Bronze Snake.  Crossing the 

Red Sea, teaches us that God has a plan for us no matter what.  Israel 

in the Desert teaches us that God gives us all we need and will always 

provide for us.  The Ten Commandments show us the meaning of living a 

godly life and we need a Savior.  The Bronze Snake story teaches us to 

look to Jesus for forgiveness when we sin. 

We would like to thank all of you that donated to our 2nd Annual Walk-

A-Thon in October.  It was a great success and the kids loved walking 

laps around the playground, parking lot, and/or Ephphatha room.  We 

are walking our way to a new playground one lap at a time. 
 

November Activities: 
11/1 – 11/19 – All school non-perishable item drive 

11/22 – 11/23 – No School, Teacher Conference  

11/24– 11/26 – No School, Thanksgiving Break 
 

 

 



We get letters…… 
  

Dear Christ Lutheran, 

Thank you for your donation of Baby Blankets. We appreciate your partnership 

with Resource Health. Together we are making a difference across 

generations. Thank you again, Resource Health (formerly Rachel House) 
 

********************************************************************* 

MARTIN LUTHER ACADEMY 
 

Calling all students in Preschool through 4th Grade!!!!  You are invited to attend a 
FREE Extravaganza/Carnival Fun Day at MLA, Sunday, November 7 from 2 pm – 4 
pm.  The day will include character visits and photo opportunities with Santa, K.C. 
Wolf, Elsa & Anna, and Batman!  We will also have a bounce house, games, balloon 
artist, snacks, prizes and lots more.  Please contact Lisa Martens if you have any 
questions. (816) 217-6199 
 
MLA students are selling delicious home baked Butter Braids and Cookie Dough from 
EMCH fundraising.  Please contact an MLA friend if you are interested or call the 
school office at 816-734-1060 to place an order.  Orders will be taken until November 4 
and delivered on November 18. 
 
CALLING ALL VETERANS!  Martin Luther Academy would like to invite you to our 
Veterans’ Day Program on Thursday, November 11th at 8:30 am.  We would like to 
honor your years of military service.  Please join us before the program from 7:30 am – 
8:30 am for coffee and doughnuts in the school lunchroom.  Contact the school office 
with your RSVP (816)734-1060. 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
Thank you to the people who used their Action Team 
money to purchase fleece blanket kits, to everyone 
who helped cut the blankets, and to everyone who 
tied the blankets.  Seventy-five double-fleece blankets 
were delivered to the Veterans Tiny Houses by Larry 
Scroggins and Jan Sittig on October 12th. The veterans 
are very appreciative and happy we have been able to 
donate the blankets. They do not always receive items 
as nice as the blankets. Thanks again for your hard work.  
The Missouri Veterans Home in Cameron, Missouri was also the recipient of 
these fleece blankets. One hundred five double-fleece tied blankets were 
delivered and were gratefully received.  Again, thanks to all who helped. 

 



Christ Lutheran Church - Minutes of Board of Directors Meeting – October 21, 2020 

Opening Prayer:  Troy Fredde Study: Pastors  

Discipleship Action:  

a) Accessions Communicant: 

o No action as there was not a quorum of elders 

b) Accessions Baptized:   

o Lily Madison Grace, daughter of Logan and Michelle Grace, baptized September 5, 2021 

o Lucas Edward Grace, son of Logan and Michelle Grace, baptized September 5, 2021 

c) Deletions: 

o No action as there was not a quorum of elders 

Minutes:  

A motion by Hollander/L. Smith to approve the minutes from September 2021 carried. 

Senior Pastor’s Report:  

a) This month’s Study – Where in the World is God? – When Others Sin Against Us 

b) Stay Informed.  Please check out the weekly email sent out on Friday from the church. If you haven’t 

been getting the latest weekly email blast, please let the church office know. 

c) Adult Information Class meeting on Sunday evenings at 6 pm. 

d) Annual Parish Meeting (Oct. 24th @ 7 pm) – Don’t forget to thank your helpers.  Also, give a report on 

what you accomplished and hope to accomplish for the next year. 

e) Returning and Exiting Directors… please stick around for a few minutes after the parish meeting on Oct. 

24th.  We will look at dates where we can have our transitional dinner gathering/meeting. 

f) Oromo Congregation Update... As well as Oromo joint Service on Nov. 21st @ 10:45 am Service. 

g) DO remember to practice Good Stewardship.  DO remember your Church and Her mission to spread the 

Gospel.  DO keep in mind and before you always – the Lord is in control and He will provide.  We pray 

the Lord’s blessings as we work to balance the budget this evening. 

h) The Directors of Buildings and Grounds will report…  Workday – Saturday, Nov. 6th. Let’s come out in 

force help out these two committees for the sake of our buildings and grounds.  Thank you. 

i) Do keep in mind… getting together with the Directors and Directors-elect sometime after Sunday’s 

Annual Meeting.  In the past, we have met to have a meal together and begin the process of a smooth 

transfer from the outgoing to incoming Director.  

j) Continued thanks to all who serve… 

 

Assistant Pastor’s Report: 

a) The MLA Extravaganza will be on Sunday November 7th at 2pm-4pm.  It’s an open house for potential 

students ages Pre-K through 4th grade.  There will be free games, snacks, and prizes.  For more 

information contact Lisa Martens at MLA. 

b) Holy Cross update: The call process continues at Holy Cross. The deadline submitting names for 

potential pastors was last Sunday (Oct. 17th). 

c) I will be attending the CLC Jr. High Retreat at Heit’s Point November 12th and 13th.     

d) I have applied for a $10,000 grant for 2022 from the Lutheran Urban Mission Association (LUMA).  

This grant is for the purpose of indigenous workers and their salaries.  We previously received a grant 

from LUMA for $6,000.  We hope to see this grant approved soon. 

 

Deacon’s Report:  
a) Many thanks to our Sunday School Staff for 2021-2022:  Pre-K/Kindergarten – Leanne Hilligas; Grades 

1/2 – Shannon Hollander; Grades 3/4/5 – Rachel and Jon Almstedt; Grades 6/7 – Greg Nowlin; Grades 

8/Up – Deacon Buchholz 

b) A Sunday School Superintendent is still needed 

c) Many thanks to our 2021-2022 Weekday School staff:  Edna Oswald, Grades 1-2; Janessa Hackworth, 

Grades 3-5; Deacon Buchholz, Grades 6-7; Confirmation Pastors Arnold and Froiland.  Carla Jones 



serves as Superintendent.  Andrea Arnold serves as Director of Music.  Mindi Shupe serves as Kitchen 

Director.  37 students are registered.   

d) Janessa Hackworth has consented to serve as VBS Director again for 2022.  Dates for 2022 will need to 

be selected soon. 

e) Two evenings of Men’s dartball pay have concluded.  Thirty-seven men have participated so far.  

Statistics are being kept and posted on the Fellowship Commons bulletin board.   

f) October 2021 Thrivent Choice dollars received $38.  YTD $3,673. 

 

President’s Report:    
a) Please continue to find your back up and submit a proxy. 

b) Thank you to all the directors who have served this year.   

 

Committee Reports: (see following pages for committee report notes) 

Continuing Business: 

a) Church Security/Protection Measures Update – No report 

b) Grounds Committee: Sign Repair Project – Should be installed by the end of the moth 

c) Buildings Committee: Church Doors Project – Continuing to seek out bids 

d) Oromo Lutheran Congregation Update – Joint Service, Nov. 21st, 2021 at 10:45 a.m. 

 

New Business: 

a) Budget review and vote – Motion by Peer/S. Smith to approve the proposed budget carried. 

b) Annual Congregation Meeting 10/24 

c) Organ fund project update – The organ is fully funded with some surplus that will be applied to future 

organ maintenance.  We hope to see the organ delivered and installed in November. 

d) Proxies and new committee member ratifications -- None  

Announcements: 

 Next BOD Meeting Thursday 11/18/2021 

 

ADJOURN:     Motion to adjourn by Nowlin/Peer @ 8:10pm carried and the meeting closed with prayer. 

Closing Prayer:   Duane Leimkuehler 

Respectfully submitted, Russell Hollander, Secretary 

Next BoD Meeting: Nov. 18 @ 7pm; Opening Prayer: France/Graham; Closing Prayer: Hollander/Thomas 

 

BoD Committee Reports:  

Buildings 

Rick Birch 
Forefront Environmental was notified that work asbestos work in Classroom 5 would need to be scheduled 

for either Friday, May 27th (if they can get it done in one day) or Tuesday - Thursday, May 31 - June 2.  

Food Equipment Repair replaced thermocouple on oven in upstairs kitchen. 

Overhead Door out to adjust roll up fire door between kitchen and Ephphatha Room. 

Full Nelson plumbing out to clear boy’s downstairs restroom sink drains. 

Doors – waiting for revised bids from Chad Stamper/Binswanger and Ann Trave/Flynn for door only option. 

Derek Campbell/Brandt’s Glass bid is yet to be received. I’ve contacted Janssen Glass to set an appointment 

to meet at church, and Jim Payne/Door Systems is putting together a bid for doors only. 

Fall Cleanup Day November 6 

 

Future Projects:  Timers and Lights, 6609 Camden Flashing Repair, New Sidewalks and Approaches on West 

Side of Church, Wood Restoration in the Sanctuary, Pew Resurfacing 
Education 

Troy Fredde 
Fall Enrollment for 2021-2022 School Year is at 92. 

September 30 Checking Account Balance: $213,149 

Brightwheel is Pre-K’s new database system and parents will begin making online payments for tuition on 

November 1st. This system will send payment notifications to parents and Pre-K. 



All October tuition has been paid. 

Carpet / Asbestos Removal will take place in May. 

Oct 21st Pre-K staff will be attending a Health insurance meeting with all church staff. 

Pre-K held some fundraising meetings with parents to generate some new fundraising ideas. 

2nd Annual Walk-A-Thon was held 10/18 & 10/22 

Lil’ Angels Pictures: 10/18 & 10/19 – Pre-K receives 20% of sales 

Culvers has cancelled all fundraising until after the new year, due to staff shortages. 

Accreditation Process- will start discussing the renewal process and preparing yearly paperwork that needs to 

be turned in. 

Thank you to Duane Leimkuehler for a generous $500 donation to Pre-K to Mardell’s. 

Two computers were purchased to replace old ones in two classrooms. 

Pre-K Teachers and their Admin assistant will be attending The Missouri Districts Educators Conference at 

the Lake of the Ozarks in November. 
Elders 

Lowell Smith 
Home Calls 6, Church Calls 7, Phone Calls 5, Attempted Phone Calls 10 

 

Covid-19 Guidelines Review 

1. Plan to close the partition to the overflow room starting in November. 

2. Will revisit passing the offering plate at the November meeting.  

3. Use of masks by Pastors as they greet members after Service is left to their discretion. 
Fellowship 

Matt Wittmaier 
Donut Donations Received:  9/19 - $22, 9/26 - $18, 10/3 - $44, 10/10 - $35 

Thank you to all who attended the Church picnic, which was attended by roughly 50 people. 

Next event is Advent Meals, will be planning for that in November. 
Finance 

Marcus Smith 
September Plate Offerings: $50,139, $10,343 BELOW budget. 

YTD Plate Offerings:  $510,085, Deficit:  $34,254 BELOW budget. 
Grounds 

Dan Jones 
Mowing crews are doing great and the grounds look good. 

Tim Oetting has stepped up to be a crew leader. 

We are always in need of additional volunteers. 

New Church signs for the front should be installed towards the end of next week. 

Fall Cleanup Day November 6 
OASIS 

Tommy France 
October 22 – Potluck lunch at the church.  We have a guest speaker who will make a presentation about 

Dementia. 
Outreach 

John Peer 
One call was made in September.   

 
Public Relations 

Duane 

Leimkuehler 

The Hillcrest apartment is still being occupied by Ryan Barnett.  

We recently received a hand-written thank-you from Ryan. 

Stewardship 

Jeff Ferguson 
Average Attendance 183 (21) v. 154 (20) v. 247 (19) 

 
 Treasurer 

 James Thomas 
Offerings were under budget in September by $10,343 / YTD $37,674 under. 

Expenses were over budget in September by $4,348 / YTD $41,434 under. 
Youth and 

Parish 

Education 
Greg Nowlin 

Past Events 

Sept 19 – Laser Tag, 14 participants 

Oct 3 – NYG commitment day, 15 participants 

Oct 8 – Outdoor Movie Night, 31 participants 

Oct 10 – Biking outing, 6 participants 

 

Upcoming Events 

Oct 23 – Alldredge Orchard, KFC/LL 

Oct 24 – Worlds of Fun Day, Sr/Jr LYF 

Nov 6 – Burr Oak/Frozen Custard Day in Blue Springs, KFC/LL 

Nov 12-14 – Jr LYF Retreat at Heits Point 

Nov 14 – Ornament Making Day, Jr LYF/KFC/LL 

Dec 5 – Christmas Shopping for Others, Sr/Jr LYF  
 

Attendance (check box if present):  

x Graham x Fredde x Jones x Ferguson x Pr. Arnold 

x S. Smith x L. Smith x France x Thomas x Pr. Froiland 

x Hollander x Wittmaier x Peer x Nowlin x Deac. Buchholz 

x Birch x M. Smith x Leimkuehler     



Orchids and Onions 
Orchids to the Pre-K staff for being AMAZING every single day! 
Orchids to Lowell Smith for installing 2 new computers in Pre-K and answering all of 
our technology questions. 

Onions to those that enter the parking lot through the exit driveway and exit through the entrance 
driveway. 
Orchids to Shawn Smith for all his work on our website after our host lost almost all of our information. 
Shawn spent hours and hours working to restore what we could. Thank you, Shawn!!! 
Orchids to Shawn Smith, Brian Repplinger, Tom Watson, Russell Hollander, Kevin Smith, Derek 
Rothert, John Henrichs, Phil Daley, Roger Lewis for your dedicated service in serving your Lord in 
October as an elder.  
Orchids to Bob Keller, James Keller, Shawn Smith, Rick Easley, Dan Mahnken, and Russell Hollander 
for your dedicated service in serving your Lord in October as an usher.  
Orchids to Deacon and the youth for setting up/running the games at the Church picnic. 
Orchids to those individuals who prepare our coffee and get the donuts ready for Sunday mornings.  We 
all appreciate and enjoy your efforts. 
Orchids to all those who filled out a Time/Talent/Treasure pledge form and brought it forward during 
our special hymn on October 10th and 13th – and – all those not able to be at church on Stewardship 
Sunday and made sure to make use of the pledge forms anyway, including our online option.  We thank 
you.  We rely heavily on these to formulate a balanced budget. 
 

 

Advent Midweek Services: 

Symbols of Salvation 
 

 

Plan now to join us for Midweek 

Services during Advent on 

December 1st, 8th, and 15th. 

Services will be at 10:00AM and 

7:00PM on those days.  Come and 

worship your Savior who came as 

a baby years ago and is coming 

again! 

Our evening service on the 15th 

will include our Children’s 

Weekday School Choir singing 

songs. 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Christ Lutheran – November 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
Pastors’ 
Day Off 

2 
10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7pm - Choir 

3 
4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Women’s Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service - LS 

4 
6:30pm – Bells 
 

5 
6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

6 
8am - Work 
Day 
2pm – 
KFC/LL Day 
at Burr Oak 

7   Daylight Saving Time Ends 
8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 
2-4pm – MLA Extravaganza/Carnival 
6pm – Adult Information Class 

8 
Pastors’ 
Day Off 

9 
10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7pm – Elders 
7pm - Choir 

10 
4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Women’s Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service 

11 Veterans Day 
6:30pm - Bells 
7pm - Dartball 

12 
6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

13 
 

14  8am - Divine Service - LS           
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service  
Noon - Oromo Worship 
4pm - Ornament Making 
6pm – Adult Information Class 
7pm – Centralized Committee Meetings 

15 
Pastors’ 
Day Off 

16 
10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7pm - Choir 

17 
4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Women’s Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service - LS 

18 
6:30pm - Bells 
9am - Pastors 
Conference @ 
Christ 
7pm - Board of 
Directors 

19 
6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
Noon - 
Shepherd’s 
Staff 
Deadline 

20 
 

21   8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service with Oromo 
Congregation in Ephphatha Room 

22 
Pastors’ 
Day Off 

23 
10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7pm - Choir 

24 
NO Weekday School 
NO Women’s Bible Study 
NO Midweek Service 

25  Thanksgiving 

Day 
10am - 
Thanksgiving Day 
Service - LS 

26 
NO Men’s  
Bible Study 

27 

28    8am - Divine Service - LS           
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service  
Noon - Oromo Worship 

29 
Pastors’ 
Day Off 

30 
10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7pm - Choir 

        

Women’s Retreat 

JR High Retreat JR High Retreat 

Jr. High Retreat 

Jr. High Retreat Oromo Conference 

Oromo Conference 
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Acolytes:  8am – Levi Jones  10:45am – Joseph Froiland 
 

Head Ushers:   8am – Chuck Eberth  10:45am – Charley Buckner 

Ushers:  8am – Andrew Spidle 

   10:45am – Stephen O’Toole 

 

Elder In Charge:  8am – Lewis  10:45am – Ferguson 

     3rd – Repplinger;  10th - Graham; 17th – Lyons; Thanksgiving 25th – Faller 
 

Greeters:   8am – Roger and Jackie Lewis  10:45am –  
 

Counter:   

 

Altar Guild:     Servers       Linens  

   11/3  Oswald/Moore      Faller 

   11/7  Gibson/Chastain/Vincenti    Wittmaier 

   11/10  Hackworth/Schneider 

   11/14  Degnan/Kuhn/Rothert     Faller 

   11/17  Reinhardt/Wilson      Faller 

   11/20  Decorate Altar - Thanksgiving  Gibson/Moore 

   11/21  Daugherty/Duff/Howard    Wittmaier 

   11/24  Set-up for Thanksgiving - Moore 

   11/25  Gibson/Duff/Moore     Wittmaier 

   11/28  Steffens/Wittmaier     Faller 

    

            
 

 Launder and Steam Acolyte Robes & Cottas, Pastors’ Cassocks & Surplices – Kelly 
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For Home Devotions (“+” for a brief order) 

L:  In the Name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

     Hymn of the Month 

+  Introit of the Week 

     One of the appointed readings for the week 

     Devotion from a devotional book 

+  Lord’s Prayer (w/prayers for others, the Church, and the world). 

L:  Let us bless the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God! 
 

 

October 31st – November 6th – Reformation Day 

Introit: I will speak of your testimonies before kings, O Lord, and shall not be 

put to shame. 

Psalm 46 + Revelation 14:6-7 + Romans 3:19-28 + Matthew 11:12-19 

 

November 7th – 13th – All Saints’ Sunday 

Verse of the Week:  Alleluia.  Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud 

of witnesses, let us look to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith.  

Alleluia. 

Psalm 149+ Revelation 7:2-17 + 1 John 3:1-3 + Matthew 5:1-12 
 

November 14th – 20th – Second Last Sunday of the Church Year 

Verse of the Week:  Alleluia.  The ransomed of the Lord shall return and 

come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they 

shall obtain gladness and joy.  Alleluia. 

Psalm 50:1-15 + Daniel 7:9-14 +2 Peter 3:3-14 + Matthew 25:31-46 
 

November 21st – 27th – The Last Sunday of the Church Year 

Verse of the Week:  Alleluia.  I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 

down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her 

husband.  Alleluia. 

Psalm 149 + Isaiah 65:17-25 + 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 + Matth.25:1-13 
 

November 28th – December 4th – The First Sunday in Advent 

Verse of the Week: Alleluia.  Show us your steadfast love, O Lord, and 

grant us your salvation.  Alleluia. 

Psalm 24 + Jeremiah 23:5-8 + Romans 13:8-14 + Matt. 21:1-9 

 
 

 

 

 

Hymn of the Month 
 

677 For All the Saints 

 

 

 

 
 

5 And when the fight is fierce, the warfare long, 

Steals on the ear the distant triumph song, 

And hearts are brave again, and arms are strong.     Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

6 The golden evening brightens in the west; 

Soon, soon to faithful warriors cometh rest; 

Sweet is the calm of paradise the blest.     Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

7 But, lo, there breaks a yet more glorious day: 

The saints triumphant rise in bright array; 

The King of Glory passes on His way.     Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

D 8 From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast, 

Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 

Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost:     Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
 

 



 

 

 

15th Sunday
after Trinity

16th Sunday
after Trinity

17th Sunday
after Trinity

18th Sunday
after Trinity

19th Sunday
after Trinity

20th Sunday
after Trinity

21st Sunday
after Trinity

Average for the
Period

2019 217 0 0 0 266 228 275 247

2020 156 156 155 150 152 0 0 154

2021 197 158 184 0 194 175 191 183
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A Stewardship Lesson from God’s Word … Mark 8:1-9 
 

 Some people don’t like it when pastors talk about stewardship.  For some, it hits too 
close to home.  It’s easier to talk about bad people in Washington, in history, or wherever than it 
is to think about what our daily life in Christ is supposed to look like and how we are supposed 
to love our neighbor. 
Stewardship.  We may not like it, but we need to face it.  So here’s a few simple and practical 
realities. 
 God calls us to first-fruits, sacrificial giving. That means that we should give from the 
top. We should set a percentage of our income as a deliberate gift for the work of the Church 
and then give that first.  We give our offering to the Lord’s work in the Church before we pay 
the mortgage or pay for our medicine or pay for anything else.  We don’t pay for all the stuff we 
need – and stuff we think we need – and then give from what is left over.  First-fruits giving 
comes first.  This is hard because we think we need all sorts of other things first.  But that is the 
point of “sacrificial.” 
 Next, the starting point for Christian generosity and sacrifice must be the tithe – 10%.  
The ceremonial law of the Old Testament was never arbitrary.  In the Old Testament, the 
Levites received this tithe so that they could be full-time ministers.  So does the New Testament 
have a ministry that is larger or smaller? It’s far larger: “Make disciples of all nations” (Matt. 28:19). 
And we are still to have a full-time ministry: “The Lord has commanded that those who preach the Gospel 
should make their living from the Gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14). So if 10% is what it took in the Old 
Testament, and we have a bigger mission need in the New Testament, how can we expect the 
Lord’s work to be done on less than a tithe? 
 By first-fruits, sacrificial, and generous giving – that’s how. We shouldn’t fool ourselves 
into thinking that we’ve out given God’s goodness or that we’ve given plenty.  We might be 
tempted to think that way, but consider that no one in the Church has given plenty because no 
one has given all.  No one has died for his own sins. Only the sinless Son of God gave all. 
 St. Paul brought the Good News of Jesus into the discussion of our giving to support 
the Lord’s work in the Church when he wrote: “I say this not as a command, but to prove by the 
earnestness of others that your love also is genuine. For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though 
he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich” (2 Cor. 8:8-9). 
 As you can see, what the Bible commands about our stewardship can sting. It’s Law, and 
the Law shows our sins. It calls us to repentance. The Law is meant to expose and accuse for the 
sake of showing us Christ and His fulfillment of the Law. So if first-fruits, sacrificial giving has 
you squirming, that’s the point. 
 In Mark’s account of the feeding of the 4,000, Jesus took the disciples’ seven loaves and 
blessed them. It was nothing among so many, but, of course, it was plenty. Jesus makes 
something from nothing.  Mark doesn’t say that all the disciples gave Jesus all the bread they 
had.  It is quite possible that some of them held something back.  But even if they did, that 
didn’t stop Jesus from blessing them.  Jesus makes something out of nothing.  He, who fed His 
people in the desert with manna every morning, doesn’t need their bread.  
 But they need to give it.  And what they give – however little it might be and however 
grudgingly they do so – He blesses.  He not only blesses those whom He feeds with it, but He 
blesses them – the givers.  He blesses the givers not just in that they wind up with a basketful for 
each loaf, but they are blessed by learning to trust and rejoice in Him. 
 The Lord gives, and the Lord takes away.  The Lord gives abundantly, or He asks us to 
fast.  We do not know what will happen.  Blessed be the Name of the Lord.  He does all things 
well, and He works all things together for good.  The disciples don’t give their bread to Jesus 
because it is a good investment.  They give it because He is good, because they love Him, and 
because they trust Him.  Let us go and do likewise. 

 


