
  

 

Be Thankful… For What? 
 Be Thankful! But thankful for what exactly?  Thankful to who?  It’s interesting how we take 

these secular days such as the National Day of Thanksgiving and give them a Christian twist… or 

are we? Thanksgiving has been celebrated as a federal holiday every year since 1863, when, during 

the Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed a national day for "Thanksgiving and Praise 

to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the Heavens" to be celebrated on the last Thursday in 

November. Thanksgiving was also celebrated nationally in 1789, after a proclamation by George 

Washington.  So, we might say we take a secular holiday like this one and give a “Thanksgiving to 

God” twist – or – better put, perhaps we take a day of Thanksgiving to God for His marvelous gifts 

and realize that there really is no difference.  Thanksgiving always has, and always will originate 

with the Lord. 

 The Scriptures are filled with moments of thankfulness.  The Lord delivers Noah and his 

family, and they are filled with thanks.  God delivers His people from the hand of their enemies, and 

they are thankful – even though we would get the impression that that thankfulness was short-lived.  

In Job it says, “The morning stars sang together and all the angels shouted for joy.”  It’s hard for 

angels to shout for joy without being thankful for whatever it is that causes joy.  The same thing 

with Mary when she says, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,” as 

she gives God props for making wonderful things happen for her and the world.  Even St. Paul 

reminds us, “Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus,” in 1 

Thess. 5:18.  There is much for which we can give thanks. 

 And then there are the ten lepers from Luke 17:11-19. This Bible story is one of the 

quintessential thanksgiving texts in all the Scriptures.  Why?  Because the thanksgiving in the text is 

unexpected from one “former” leper and expected from the other nine.  And what happens is the 

opposite.  The nine don’t give thanks (or so it would seem) and the one other gives thanks. 

 I have to admit, I’ve always had a bit of a problem with this text – especially one thing that 

Jesus says: “Go and show yourselves to the priest.”  Jesus sent all ten to the temple. However, one of 

them can’t go to the temple. Why? Because he was a foreigner.  The word in Greek is Allogenas.  

This is the very term used in the temple inscription that forbade foreigners entry into the Jerusalem 

temple.  So, why did Jesus send him away?  Maybe the better question is, why did this one return, 

give thanks, and worship? 

 You see, the one who could not go to the temple went to the temple.  The foreigner went to 

the temple in the flesh – He went to where God dwelled – He went to God in the flesh – He went to 

the New Temple – Jesus! 

 During this time of intentional separation, we miss coming to Jesus with our fellow believers.  

We hope that the days ahead will allow us to congregate safely with everyone. We hope this day 

comes quickly. In the meantime, the Lord still comes to you. Jesus comes to your home in God’s 

Word on the lips of husbands and wives, fathers and mothers. The Word of God is not only for our 

community who gathers here at Christ Lutheran, it’s for your homes as well – no matter how 

separated we are right now. 

 If you are so inclined, join us for Thanksgiving Day Service at 10 a.m. We will celebrate the 

Lord’s Supper as God comes to us in His Blessed Sacrament.  Have a blessed and safe 

Thanksgiving. 

In Christ’s Service, Pastor Arnold 
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The Last Judgment 
  
 This month in the church year focuses on the end times and God’s final judgment upon the 
world.  The theme of the last judgment is highlighted thoroughly in the readings for the November 
Sundays and even carries over into the Advent Season, where Christ’s final advent is also heard.  
And we too confess weekly in the Nicene Creed, “[I believe] in one Lord Jesus Christ [who] will 
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.” 
 
 One of the most clear and definitive Scriptures on this topic of the last judgment is Matthew 
25:31-46 in which our Lord compares His coming and pronouncement as a shepherd separating 
sheep from goats.  Everything will be known in that last day.  This begs the question: Even if we 
believe in Christ Jesus and are redeemed by Him, will our sins still be known to all?  
 
 The answer is no.  We can see from the passages cited above (specifically Matt. 25:34-40), 
that the sins of the righteous ones who believe in Christ will not be made known, but only the 
enumeration of their good works.  Furthermore, God promises to remember our sins no longer: “I, 
I am He who blots out your transgressions for My Own sake, and I will not remember your sins.” 
(Is. 43:25) “I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” (Jer. 31:34b).   
 
 Again, this Judge who comes on the last day is also our Redeemer, Savior, and Advocate.  
We know that an advocate’s job is not to disclose the crimes of his client but to cover them.  He 
does not accuse, but excuse them.  He will not rebuke us in that day, but supports us.  Christ is a 
Friend to His faithful children and a Brother in the truest sense of that word.  The duty of a friend 
and brother is not to reveal, but to conceal.  Christ is love itself and His love covers all sins.   
 
 For us there will be no condemnation.  We have been washed, sanctified and justified.  We 
will be “seen with Christ in glory when He will appear gloriously.” (Col. 3:4)  There’s no one who 
can accuse us or condemn us.  We will one day rise again with glorified bodies which have been 
cleansed and freed from every stain of sin.  Why? Because we have been judged already; the 
sentence is absolution which we have received fully and freely from the Gospel.  We are covered 
with the robe of Christ’s righteousness.  This is all that will be revealed at our judgment. 
 
 Will we remember our sins on that glorious and eternal day? Perhaps.  But not in a way in 
which they can harm us again.  In joy, we can remember sad things.  After being healed, we can 
remember our griefs without grief.  We are delivered from them and this adds to our joy, 
gratefulness, and thanksgiving.  We will remember the forgiveness which we have gained from 
God’s divine mercy through which He has most compassionately delivered us from the whirlpool 
in which many had sunk and drowned.  Remembering sins will bring us no trouble, pain, or 
sadness, because they will be forever connected to their forgiveness and the joy of eternal life.  As 
veteran soldiers recount war stories of victory over their enemies from bygone days, so we will 
rejoice over our sins conquered by our Captain, even as St. Paul said, “For I consider that the 
sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed in us” 
(Rom. 8:18)               
 
In Christ’s Service, 
Pastor Froiland 
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 YOUTH NEWS   
 

SR-LYF  /  JR-LYF 
    Grades 9-12                                 Grades 6-8 

THE ESCAPE GAME 

ESCAPE ROOMS 
Sunday, November 8    3:45-6:45 PM 

SR-LYF and JR-LYF members, parents, friends and 
anyone else who wishes to participate, are invited to 
solve one of two different escape rooms at “The 
Escape Game” 400 Delaware St–Leavenworth, KS. 
 

Our two challenges will be "The Speakeasy" and 
"The Decoy". Both rooms can hold 8 but the staff 
is willing to allow us to have 10. Priority will be 
given to Youth that sign-up...but Adults can 
participate too, if room permits. Sign-up on the 
poster inside the Fellowship Commons!  Cost will 
be $10-15 per-person. 
 

The building where we will play pre-dates the 
Civil War - was a bank - and contains tunnels that 
used to be part of the Underground Railroad. If 
we can arrive by 4:30 PM we will be given a tour 
and a history lesson of Leavenworth from Lewis 
and Clark to the Civil War era. Who is interested? 
 

 

Little Lambs /  Kids For Christ 

       Infant-Kindergarten               Grades 1-5 

ORNAMENT-MAKING DAY 
Sunday, November 15           4:00PM               

 

Youth and their Parents and friends, are invited to 
enjoy a late afternoon together in the Ephphatha 
Room…making Christmas ornaments that will be 
given away to the members of our congregation.  
Snacks, drinks, and Christmas music will be 
provided. 

 

 
HIGHER THINGS   

REGISTRATION OPENS 
 

Sunday, November 1         10:30 AM 
Higher Things Youth Conferences are events intended 
for confirmed Youth through college age. The 2021 
conference we are hoping to attend will take place 
July 27-30 on the campus of Concordia University in 
Austin, Texas.  
 

REGISTRATION OPENS ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1. By 
November 8 we will know whether or not we have 
been accepted – limit of only 250 participants! 
 

Deacon already has the names and registration forms 
for 22 Youth and Adults from our congregation that 
have made a commitment to attend!  Contact Deacon 
if you have any questions. 
 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

Pre-Kindergarten thru Grade 5 students can 
access the following lessons each week from our 
church’s website.  Grades 6-12 are meeting face-
to-face in the David Room from 9:15-10:30 AM. 
 

UNIT 4 – GOD CALLS A NATION 
 

Nov.   1 – Lesson 7 – “A Family Grows” 
 Jacob’s Family 

Nov.   8 – Lesson 8 – “A Dreamer Rises” 
  God Works Good for Joseph 

Nov. 15 – Lesson 9 – “A Family Reunites” 
  God Helps Joseph Forgive 

Nov. 22 – Lesson 10 – “A Basket of Hope” 
  Moses is Born 

Nov. 29 – Lesson 11 – “Signs of the True God” 
  Moses and the Plagues 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq03
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq03


 

 
 
 

11/1 Greg Rhodus 

 Shirley Richardson 

11/2 Emmy Peterson 

 Trenton Pride 

11/3 Sabria Morad 

11/4 Jason Pride 

11/5 Richard Schultze 

 Randall Shoemaker 

 Greg Heishman 

 Greg Richardson 

 Claire Huang 

11/6 Lorenza Aguilar 

11/7 Roger Tiedt 

 Belinda Knopp 

 Sarah DeLay 

 Melissa Malone 

 Michael Silvio 

11/8 Janet Duff 

 Caroline Heiss 

11/9 Megan Schelp 

11/11 Heidi Scroggins 

 Sheryl O’Keefe 

 Stephanie Stumpf 

 Ava Ford 

 Ava Schneider 

 Henry Huang 

11/12 Mary Stepp 

 Kirk Henry 

 Jiriya Khampira 

11/13 Sue Eberth 

 Truman Smith 

11/14 Trevor Crystal 

11/15 Renate Jentzsch 

 Linda Lechowicz 

 Brian Both 

11/16 John Winfrey 

 Pastor Froiland 

11/17 Donald O’Keefe 

11/18 Otto Gaiser 

 Emma Gaiser 

11/19 Donna Lingle 

 Dianne Kelly 

 Matt Wittmaier 

11/20 Teagan Shupe 

11/21 Tom Watson 

 Cheri Pride 

 Nathan Lingle 

11/22 Rebecca Belt 

 Chance Pope 

11/23 Matthew March 

11/24 Rebekah Sanders 

11/25 Thomas Cvetan 

11/26 Curtis Monroe 

 Jennifer Gleason 

11/27 Barbara Greenhagen 

11/28 Samantha Phillips 

 David June 

11/29 Robert Oberhelman 

 Thomas Stepp 

 Wayne Jobe 

 Sarah O’Keefe 

 Melissa Howard 

 Christina Howard
 

 

******************************************** 

Make plans to join us in worship on Thanksgiving 
Day, November 26th, at 10:00 AM.  We will have 
Divine Service with Holy Communion.  If you are in 

town that day, join us and bring a friend. 
 

******************************* 
      Missouri District News: At 290 congregations strong, the Missouri District ranks among the largest 

districts within the LCMS. Located in variety of communities, we thank God for the many ways each church 

is able to reach out in their unique setting. This makes the health and wellbeing of every congregation key. 

The District is here with a variety of resources on topics like engaging the local community, leadership, best 

practices in witnessing, conflict, and more. Call us at 314-590-6200 if we can ever be of service.  

 



 

Discipleship Data 
 

 

Accessions Baptized: 

Benjamin Matthew Wittmaier, son of Matthew and Aimee Wittmaier, September 20, 2020 

 

Deletions: 

Tom Kruse, transfer to Redeemer Lutheran Church, Olathe, KS 

 

 

 

Greetings from Christ Lutheran Pre-K! 

This month we will be learning what it means to be thankful and what 

we are thankful for.  Our Bible stories are The 

Red Sea, Israel in the Desert, The Ten 

Commandments, and The Bronze Snake. 
 

Please join us as we collect non-perishable food items for Immanuel 

Lutheran Church, Kansas City, MO.  If you would like to donate non-

perishable items, please drop them off down in Pre-K starting 

November 2nd.  We will be collecting items until November 20th.   

November Activities: 
11/1 – 11/20 – All school food drive 

11/11 – 11/12 – Lil’ Angels Picture Day 

11/17 – Culver’s Fundraiser Night, 5pm – 8pm 

11/25– 11/29 – No School, Thanksgiving Break 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Orchids and Onions 
Orchids to Tom Watson, Larry Scroggins, Roger Lewis, John Henrichs, Jeff Ferguson, 
Jerry Pietsch, Herb Steffens, Russell Hollander, Kevin Smith, Shawn Smith, and Derek Rothert 
for your dedicated service in serving your Lord in August as an elder.  

Orchids to Troy Fredde, Andrew Spidle, Stephen O’Toole, Greg Heishman, and Charley Buckner for your 
dedicated service in serving your Lord in August as an usher.  
Orchids to Derek Rothert, Larry Scroggins, Russell Hollander, Shawn Smith, Jerry Pietsch, John 
Henrichs, Jeff Ferguson, Roger Lewis, and Ken Lyons for your dedicated service in serving your Lord in 
September as an elder.  
Orchids to John Peer, John Fairhurst, Jonathan Almstedt, Josh Repplinger, David Lackey, and Greg 
Heishman for your dedicated service in serving your Lord in September as an usher.  
Orchids to everyone who stays after church or after Bible study to wipe down pews.  Your assistance is 
greatly appreciated. 
Orchids to all our members who are doing all they can to keep themselves and others safe while in the 
building. So many have been extra considerate with social distancing and the wearing of mask. 
Orchids to the handbell choir and to Andrea Arnold and Lisa Rogers who have worked to add “extra” 
music to our special Services during the month of October. 
Orchids to Jeff Ferguson who worked tirelessly during Stewardship Sunday/Wednesday to round up 
pledges and to input all the data. This made our budget meeting a lot easier. 
 

November Acolytes 

  8:00am     10:45am  
 

November  Brian Odegaard    Forrest Boynton 
 

Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do not stare 
out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing hymns and 
participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no later 
than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship. 
 
Dallas Boeka 10:45am 419-5292 
Forrest Boynton 10:45am 326-7191 
Connor Henry sub 584-2988 
 

Gus Jones 8am 547-4751 
Brian Odegaard 8am 665-5929 
Peter Oetting 10:45am 853-6277 
Alex Smith 10:45am 407-7542 

******************************************** 

ACTION TEAM has been working with FULL POWER. Jan Sittig 

led the Veteran's recognition project which enabled the donation of 55 

patriotic print tied fleece blankets to Veterans Tiny Houses of 

Kansas City, MO and many to Care Givers on the Home Front. 

THANK YOU Jan Sittig, Marilyn Steffens, Larry Scroggins, Lynda 

Reinert, Caroline Enyeart, Lizsette Watson, and Chuck Eberth who 

each donated one of their Action Teams to purchase fleece kits for 

each U. S. A. Service Branch. Also a huge thank you to all the people 

who tied the fringe edges. If you want to honor a Veteran who hasn't received a blanket previously please 

contact Jan Sittig. 

There's still time to submit an Action Team this year. There are many huge needs that $250.00 would help ease. 

Contact Thrivent or an Action Team member for details. 

In Christ's Service, 

Jan Sittig, Vonnie Niederwimmer, DeeDee Weymouth, Lynda Reinert & Heidi Scroggins 



Christ Lutheran Church - Minutes of Board of Directors Meeting – October 15, 2020 

Opening Prayer:  John Peer   

Study: Pastors  

Discipleship Action:  

a) Accessions Communicant: 

o None 

b) Accessions Baptized:   

o Benjamin Matthew Wittmaier, son of Matthew and Aimee Wittmaier, September 20, 2020 

c) Deletions: 

o Tom Kruse, transfer to Redeemer Lutheran Church, Olathe, KS 

 Motion to approve Accessions and Deletions by L. Smith/S. Smith carried. 

Minutes:  

A motion by Hollander/Peer to approve the minutes from September 2020 carried. 

Senior Pastor’s Report:  

a) This month’s Study – Where in the World is God? – The Sabbath Lord 

b) Reformation Day and CONFIRMATION DAY – Oct. 25th.  At the 10:45AM Service we will have 

Confirmation for the 2019-2020 confirmation class.  You may want to sign up for early Service that day 

and allow the confirmands more room to invite their families. 

c) THIS SUNDAY, October 18th – Mission Festival.  See Pastor Froiland’s report for more information. 

d) Stay Informed.  Please check out the weekly email sent out on Thursday of Friday from the church.  

This is the best way to stay up on the happenings and changes that take place within our parish-family. 

e) Adult Information Class meeting on Sunday evenings.  10 individuals are regularly attending. 

f) Annual Parish Meeting (Oct. 25th @ 7PM) – Don’t forget to thank your helpers.  Also, give a report on 

what you accomplished and hope to accomplish for the next year. 

g) Returning and Exiting Directors… please stick around for a few minutes after the parish meeting on Oct. 

25th.  We will look at dates where we can have our transitional dinner gathering/meeting. 

h) Oromo Christian Fellowship Update. Pr. Abdi’s Colloquy and happenings in the Oromo congregation.   

i) DO remember to practice Good Stewardship.  DO remember your Church and Her mission to spread the 

Gospel.  DO keep in mind and before you always – the Lord is in control and He will provide.  We pray 

the Lord’s blessings as we work to balance the budget this evening. 

j) The Directors of Buildings and Grounds will report…  Workday – Saturday, Nov. 21st  Let’s come out 

in force help out these two committees for the sake of our buildings and grounds.  Thank you. 

k) Do keep in mind… getting together with the Directors and Directors-elect sometime after Sunday’s 

Annual Meeting.  In the past, we have met to have a meal together and begin the process of a smooth 

transfer from the outgoing to incoming Director. 

l) A quick update and note of thanks to the Board.   

 

Assistant Pastor’s Report: 

a) This Sunday, October 18th – we will have a Siberian Lutheran Mission Society guest preacher, the Rev. 

B. W. Kuhlman.  He will serve us in preaching and lead a presentation at 9:30AM Also, on Monday 

October 19th there will be an Octoberfest celebration in the Biergarten at the K.C. Bier Company from 

4:30-6:30PM or 7:00-9:00PM with live German music, complimentary authentic German beer and a 

delicious Octoberfest bratwurst dinner.  More about the Siberian Lutheran Mission Society can be found 

at https://siberianlutheranmissions.org/. 

b) A few updates from MLA.  Enrollment is at 110 students.  The girls’ volleyball games will be completed 

this month.  The school executive council voted to allow the Biddy Ball basketball league to use the 

facilities during weekends/off times from school. 

c) On Tuesday October 27th at 7PM, the MO District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod will host a 

public Zoom meeting featuring the work of the Oromo outreach from our parish-family.  Pastor Abdi 

and I will be interviewed in this live event.  More information at https://mo.lcms.org  

https://siberianlutheranmissions.org/
https://mo.lcms.org/


d) A circuit forum for the North Kansas City circuit of the MO District will be held on Sunday November 

8th at 2PM at King of Kings Lutheran Church, KCMO.  

 

Deacon’s Report:  
a) Phase 1 of having children back in the building for Sunday School for grades 6-12 has begun.  Kristy 

Rothert and Deacon will be providing leadership for that group.   

b) Phase 2 which includes children ages Pre-K-5th grade will restart at a yet-to-be-determined date.   

c) All Bible classes have resumed meeting in-person, and attendance appears to be rising. 

d) Eight in-person Weekday School sessions have been completed.  Twenty-four students are enrolled with 

twenty or so regularly attending.   

e) VBS dates for 2021 being planned for August 2-5. 

 

President’s Report:    
a) Joe Graham has been elected to succeed Roger Lewis as President for the 2021-2022 term.  Shawn 

Smith and Roger are working with Pastor Arnold on the slate of candidates for the upcoming to-be-open 

board positions of Education, Grounds, Oasis, Outreach, Stewardship, and Treasurer.  Reminder of the 

Annual Parish Meeting October 25 at 7PM where the elections will take place.   

 

Committee Reports: (see following pages for committee report notes) 

Continuing Business: 

a) Church Security/Protection Measures Update – Options for replacing exterior doors and adding 

magnetic locking mechanisms are being explored.  Elders, Ushers, and Pre-K staff will review the 

Emergency Preparedness booklet. Derek Rothert is securing some fire hose material to test a method of 

securing the Pre-K classroom door in the event of an intruder.  Lowell Smith has installed a 9th security 

camera facing the playground, and 3 more will be installed to view the North parking lot. 

b) 2020 Proxy Designations and Approvals / Committee Member Ratifications 

c) Grounds Committee Sign Repair Proposal – Dan Jones is coordinating this effort now. 

d) COVID-19 Update – Livestreaming to Facebook and Vimeo has been running. 

e) 2021 Budget Approval – After a reconciliation process to harmonize with pledged and projected giving 

for 2021, a motion to approve the 2021 Budget by L. Smith/Peer in the amount of $725,786 carried. 

New Business: 

a) None 

Announcements: 

       a)   Annual Parish Meeting – October 25, 2020 

ADJOURN:     Motion to adjourn by S. Smith/Eberth @ 8:24 pm carried and the meeting closed with prayer. 

Closing Prayer:   Rick Birch   Respectfully submitted, Russell Hollander, Secretary 

Next BoD Mtg: Nov. 19 @ 7pm   Opening Prayer: Leimkuehler/L. Smith    Closing Prayer: Eberth/Ferguson 

 

 
Attendance (check box if present):  

x Lewis  O’Toole x Eberth x Ferguson x Pr. Arnold 

x S. Smith x L. Smith x Rothert x Spidle  x Pr. Froiland 

x Hollander x Wittmaier x Peer x Nowlin x Deac. Buchholz 

x Birch x M. Smith x Leimkuehler     

 



BoD Committee Reports:  

Buildings 

Rick Birch 
Corporate Cleaning Group has begun cleaning the church and Pre-K 

Contacted Walsh Door & Security and Door Systems regarding new 2 new entry doors. In process of getting 

estimates for doors and work.  

Received 17K bid to repair the brick wall surrounding the AC units by entry stairs. Looking to get other bids. 

Augustine Exterminators out to estimate a quarterly treatment for Church and Pre-K. Waiting to receive bid. 

Currently, we only get termite treatment. This would be a more comprehensive insect treatment.  

Johnson Controls was out for fire suppression test 9/30. No issues were noted on the paperwork received. 

Line up scissor lift to work on Sanctuary lights & Ephphatha Room for fall cleanup, Nov 21. 

Paper towel dispensers added to upstairs restrooms, south end of building. 

Future Projects:  Timers & Lights, Gutter issues on North side of church, LED lights in Ephphatha Room, cleaning 

of piscina in sacristy, conversion of doors and windows in patio area from steel to aluminum, new sidewalks and 

approaches on West side of church, new privacy structure around HVAC units near the offices entrance, wood 

restoration in sanctuary, pew resurfacing. 
Education 

Stephen O’Toole 
Pre-K Checking Account Balance $188,027.  Enrollment currently stands at 86 students.  Before-School Care staff 

increased in order to staff each classroom.  Projected Pre-K Budget for 2020/2021 school year (Operating 

Expenses + Employee Expenses): approximately $396,876.  Upcoming Pre-K fundraisers: 10/30 (T-Shirt), 11/17 

(Culver's) Committee is still looking at options for playground tree removal. Currently we have received two bids 

and are waiting on a third.  COVID-19 Update: One “asymptomatic” false positive test result in Classroom 2 last 

month. The class was closed for one week then reopened when negative test results could be obtained.  Families 

were credited tuition and staff were paid for that week.  The School Education Committee is looking for at least 

one additional member. If you or someone you know at Christ Lutheran would be willing to give a small amount 

of their time, please contact Kristina Fredde, myself, or one of the Pastors. 
Elders 

Lowell Smith 
In-Person Calls 2, Church Calls 0, Phone Calls 12, Attempted Phone Calls 8. 

 
Fellowship 

Matt Wittmaier 
No activities to report for September. 

Finance 

Marcus Smith 
September Plate Offerings: $47,684, $11,916 BELOW budget. 

YTD Plate Offerings:  $504,169, Deficit:  $33,227 BELOW budget. 
Grounds 

Chuck Eberth 
Push mower repaired and back in service, blown valve cover gasket.   

A church member has donated funds for stump/bush removal and landscape upgrades. Landscaper will be here on 

the 19th to estimate the job. Should have plans and an estimate to present at next BOD meeting 

Snow removal crew schedule will be published after the annual meeting and before the next BOD meeting. 

Fall Clean-up date has been set for Saturday, November 21st, 8AM-12PM. 

Still in need volunteers to assist with the grounds and snow removal. If you know anyone that would be interested, 

please have them contact me.  
OASIS 

Derek Rothert 
No in-person activities to report for September. 

The Oasis Committee has implemented the project for the confirmation class. 

Each confirmand has been assigned an Oasis committee volunteer to be an anonymous source of support and 

encouragement throughout the year.  The confirmands should be getting something from their volunteer soon if 

they haven’t already. 

The Plan: 

    • Assign an older congregation member to each one of the confirmands.   

    • The plan is for the older member to be an anonymous source of support/ encouragement throughout the year.   

    • We are still working on requirements but my hope is they would send words of encouragement (letter, card, 

etc.) at least once a month.  Of course they will be able to do more if they choose to.   

    • At the end of the confirmation year the member and confirmand will meet (hopefully in-person).   

    • Hopefully this will benefit everyone and bring different generations a little closer.  
Outreach 

John Peer 
No calls were made in August.  Greeter schedule is completed through the end of the year. 

Public Relations 

D. Leimkuehler 
Daniel and Nadia are still in the apartment.  They are preparing for their citizenship test. 

Stewardship 

Jeff Ferguson 
Average Attendance 149 (20) v. 108 (19) v. 230 (18) 

Sunday live streams average 248 views across the past 19 live streams. 
 Treasurer 

Andrew Spidle 
Offerings were under budget in September by $11,916 / YTD $33,227 under. 

Expenses were under budget in September by $5,025 / YTD $40,798 under. 

At the end of August, there was a $100,016 surplus of cash to restricted funds including $69,300 of PPP funds. 
Youth and 

Parish 

Education 
Greg Nowlin 

Oct 18 – Biking the Little Blue Trace Trail, Eastern Jackson County 

Nov 8 – Escape Room 

Nov 15 – Ornament Making Day 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Christ Lutheran – November 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

8am - Divine Service            
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 
7pm – Adult Information Class 

2 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

3 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 

4 

4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service - LS  

5 

7pm - Elders 

6 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

7 

8 

8am - Divine Service - LS     
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 

10:45am - Divine Service 

Noon - Oromo Worship 

4:30pm – SR/JR LYF Escape Rooms 

9 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

10 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 

11 

4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service  

12 

6:30pm - Bells 

13 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

14 

15 

8am - Divine Service            
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 
4pm – KFC/LL Ornament Making Day 

16 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

17 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
 

5-8pm - Pre-
K Culver’s 
Fundraiser 

18 

4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service - LS  

19 

9am – Pastors’ 
Conference @ 
Christ 
6:30pm - Bells 
7pm - Board of 
Directors 

20 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
Noon – 
Shepherd’s 
Staff Deadline 

21 

8am – Noon - 
Fall Work 
Day 

 

22 

8am - Divine Service - LS     
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 

10:45am - Divine Service 

Noon - Oromo Worship 

23 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

24 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 

25 

No Weekday School 
No Moms’ Bible Study 
No  Midweek Service  

26 

10am – 
Thanksgiving 
Day Service - LS 

27 

No Men’s  
Bible Study 
Church Office 
Closed 

28 

29   

8am - Divine Service - LS          
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 

30 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

          

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

S 

C 

H 

E 

D 

U 

L 

E 

  

o 

f 

 

S 

T 

E 

W 

A 

R 

D 

S 

H 

I 

P 
 

 
Acolytes:  8am – Brian Odegaard  10:45am – Forrest Boynton 
 

 

Head Ushers:   8am – John Peer  10:45am – Chuck Eberth 

Ushers:  8am – Tom Cvetan 

  10:45am – Stephen O’Toole  

 

Elder In Charge:  8am – Faller 10:45am – Steffens 

    Midweek:  4th – Faller;  11th – Scroggins;  18th – Pietsch;  26th – Watson  
 

Greeters:   8am – Roger and Jackie Lewis  10:45am – Shirley Howard 
 

Counter:  Di Carr 

 

Altar Guild:     Servers       Linens  

   11/1  Chastain/Gibson/Vincenti    Wittmaier 

   11/4  Oswald/Moore      Faller 

   11/8  Degnan/Durham/Moore    Faller     

   11/11  Rothert/Schneider      

   11/15  Daugherty/Duff/Howard    Wittmaier 

   11/18  Rothert/Moore      Faller 

   11/22  Steffens/Wittmaier     Faller 

   11/25  4pm – Decorate for Thanksgiving 

   11/26  Gibson/Lewis/Duff     Wittmaier 

   11/29  Harrison/Daugherty     Faller/Wittmaier 

            
 

 Launder and Steam Acolyte Robes & Cottas, Pastors’ Cassocks & Surplices – Kelly 
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For Home Devotions (“+” for a brief order) 

L:  In the Name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

     Hymn of the Month 

+  Verse of the Week 

     One of the appointed readings for the week 

     Devotion from a devotional book 

+  Catechism Portion of the Week  

+  Lord’s Prayer (w/prayers for others, the Church, and the world). 

L:  Let us bless the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God! 
 

November 1st – 7th – All Saints’ Sunday 

Verse of the Week:  Alleluia.  Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud 

of witnesses, let us look to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith.  

Alleluia. 

Psalm 149+ Revelation 7:2-17 + 1 John 3:1-3 + Matthew 5:1-12 

 

November 8th – 14th – 22nd Sunday after Trinity 

Verse of the Week:  Alleluia.  He heals the broken hearted and binds up 

their wounds. Alleluia. 

Psalm 116:12-19 + Micah 6:6-8 + Philippians 1:3-11 + Matthew 18:21-35 
 

November 15th – 21st – 23rd Sunday after Trinity 

Verse of the Week:  Alleluia.  You who fear the Lord, trust in the Lord! He 

is their help and their shield.  Alleluia. 

Psalm 8:11-22 + Proverbs 8:11-22 + Philippians 3:17-21 + Matt. 22:15-22 
 

November 22nd – 28th – The Last Sunday of the Church Year 

Verse of the Week:  Alleluia.  I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 

down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her 

husband.  Alleluia. 

Psalm 149 + Isaiah 65:17-25 + 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 + Matt..25:1-13 
 

November 29th – December 5th – The First Sunday in Advent 

Verse of the Week: Alleluia.  Show us your steadfast love, O Lord, and 

grant us your salvation.  Alleluia. 

Psalm 24 + Jeremiah 23:5-8 + Romans 13:8-14 + Matt. 21:1-9 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn of the Month 
 

677 For All the Saints 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 



 

 

 
 

 

Work Day – November 21st 
On Saturday, November 21st, beginning at 8:00 AM we will have our 
Fall Work/Clean-Up Day.  There is plenty that needs to be done, both 
inside and outside.  Please come and help keep our building and 
grounds in good repair.  If we had half of our members come, even for 
just 2 hours, think of all that could be accomplished!  Please help us be 
good stewards of the gifts that God has given to us. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 



 

A Stewardship Lesson from God’s Word … 1 Peter 4:10 
 

Our Father in heaven has claimed us as His own. By the shedding of His Son’s 
blood, His death for our sins, and His resurrection for our justification, God the 
Father has received us back into His family. By water – combined with His Word, 
promise, and Name – the Holy Spirit has taken up residence in us. We belong to 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. He is in us, and we are in Him. And, being in Him, all 
things are ours. In Him, we are richly and abundantly blessed. 
 

Our true treasure is that we belong to the most Holy Trinity, and 
everything that is His – righteousness, peace, eternal life – also belongs also to us. 
Even our temporal treasures are gifts from His fatherly divine goodness and mercy. 
 

We receive our treasures from Him, and thus, as good stewards of His varied 
grace, we manage them in such a way that they may be returned to Him. We bring 
them to Him, hallowed through prayers of thanksgiving and God’s holy Word, 
as a sacrifice. 
 

Thus, all our possessions, as gifts from God, are also sacrifices to Him. 
We eat to nourish our bodies. We share with our family, neighbors, fellow Christians, 
the poor, and even our enemies as holy things given by the holy God. His temporal 
gifts are blessings to and for us, and they bring blessings upon us even as they are 
pressed into His service for His kingdom. 
 

Thus, we place all that we have into God’s hands, and He never fails to 
remember us. He pours out the fullness of His promises upon us. We give thanks for 
all that He has done, is doing, and will continue to do. We give thanks by not 
taking for ourselves, but, giving to all even as our heavenly Father has given to 
us. 
 

As we prepare for the celebrations of Thanksgiving, may we all give thanks 
continually for all that we are and all that we have because of God’s providential care. 
And may we be all the more diligent in bringing everything that we have 
received from God to Him, so that He may bless it and employ it for the good 
of all – even for us. For to the one who has, more will be given, and he will have an 
abundance. 

******************************************************* 

We get letters…… 
 
Thank you for the use of payment from the Memorial Fund for the recent purchase 
of The Hymn Prelude Library, a 12-volume collection of hymn preludes based on 
all hymn tunes in our hymnal The Lutheran Service Book.  More than 100 
contemporary composers have contributed to this collection including Kevin 
Hildebrand, Phillip Magness, and Jeffrey Blersch.  The settings are used as hymn 
introductions, preludes, postludes, and offertories.  Next time you hear one in our 
worship, meditate on the words of the hymn and God's message to you. 
--Carolyn Enyeart, Organist 



Dear Delegates, Pastors, and Supporters of MLA, 

These past 12 months have been one of a kind.  We were blessed to have 109 students enrolled at MLA for 
the 2019-20 school year and hired three new teachers.  We were sad to see Mrs. Kutz move away and Mrs. 
Olson retire.  We welcomed Mrs. Becky Denney (4th), Miss Christina Warnier (2nd), and Ms. Sara Walker 
(1st) to MLA.  Mrs. Nancy Maas moved into a Student-Teacher Support role where she works with teachers 
and students on a small group basis.   

During the first half of the year, we hosted our annual Grandparents’ Day, Walkathon, Veteran’s Day 
Recognition, and Christmas Program.  The students, faculty, and staff had an amazing time planning and 
participating in these events.  In March 2020, we held our Annual MLA Fundraising Auction, where we 
raised over $63,000.  The night was filled with amazing auction items, food, and exciting bidding.   

The following week at school, we began preparing for the possibility of not returning to school for some 
time.  When we left for Spring Break that Friday on March 13, 2020, teachers, and students left with their 
textbooks.  As predicted, we did not return to school.  Over spring break the faculty implemented the many 
online resources we have been blessed with.   

The entire 4th quarter was completely virtual.  We meet with the students virtually at least 30 minutes a day 
to interact, teach, and pray.  The students received instructional videos to continue their education.  We 
hosted virtual Donuts with Dads, Breakfast with Mom, and other events that were attended, in great 
numbers, via Zoom.  The 7th and 8th graders each recorded a portion for “Stations of the Cross” and even a 
“magic” show.  That 4th quarter was unlike any other quarter we have ever completed.  We all felt like first-
year teachers again, recreating lesson plans, learning how to use technology, and working to share God’s 
word through electronic means.  Praise God MLA was able to host an outdoor 8th-grade graduation in May. 
Also that month, the Kindergarten class “bridged over” into First grade via their parents automobile in front of 
the school.  Yes, MLA has some very creative teachers!    

After much prayer and discussion, the Executive Council decided MLA should participate in the Paycheck 
Protection Program during the COVID shutdown.  By participating in this, we were able to provide payroll for 
part-time employees and make payments on the school utilities.  This program blessed MLA. 

The 2020-2021 school year started off with 110 students enrolled, which is about a 90% retention rate!  We 
welcomed Amy Kutz back to the staff.  The return of their family to the Kansas City Metro has been 
wonderful.  Mrs. Kutz is teaching 4th grade, Mrs. Denney moved to the 7/8th grade, and Mr. John Maas 
became a part-time teacher this school year.  

Students, faculty, and staff are wearing masks and students primarily stay in their classroom.  Everyone is 
truly excited to be back at school.  The parents are supportive of the steps that we are taking.  The students 
are doing a great job returning to school where the love of Christ continues to be shared.  We are looking 
forward to having an amazing year filled with Christ love and example of servitude.  At the end of 
September, we will be hosting a virtual Grandparents’ Day and in November we will share a Veterans Day 
video.  

Road construction of 72nd street is still happening.  At times, both exits have been blocked, but the project 
should be complete, very soon.  The construction managers shared that they are expecting the road to be 
drivable by the end of September.  While 72nd street is closed, we have not had any traffic passing by the 
school.    

Each year, we usually invite the preschools from our affiliated churches to MLA for a field trip and host an 
Extravaganza for the public.  However, we will be unable to do these events this fall.  Each year MLA 
families & staff have participated in Parkville Days, Liberty Fall Festival, and Gladfest but they were 
canceled this year, reducing our exposure to our local community.   

We need the help of the delegates and our congregations to share the news of our MLA school.  Our 
greatest form of advertisement is word of mouth.  Please share with your neighbors, family, and friends 
about the Christ-centered, academic education that takes place at Martin Luther Academy.     

Thank you for partnering with Martin Luther Academy in providing a Christ-centered education. 

 
Mr. Scott Dixon, Principal    



Dear Members of Christ Lutheran Church, 

Greetings from Concordia University, Nebraska where “every good and every perfect 
gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no 

variation or shadow due to change” as we excel in equipping students to engage and 
influence the church and world with service and leadership (James 1:17). 

For 2020, our annual Christmas at Concordia events will look different than usual. 

We’ll be sharing the Christmas joy from our campus to your home with the Christmas 
at Concordia Concert Package, sponsored by Cattle Bank & Trust. We are excited to 

continue our tradition of celebrating our Savior’s birth together in fellowship, singing 
along with our talented Concordia music students as they perform a special Christmas 

concert.  

This special virtual event is part of the Christmas at Concordia Concert Package that 

includes a video of recorded performances by the Cantamus Women’s Choir, 
Concordia Handbell Choir, Male Chorus, University A Cappella Choir, University Brass 

Ensemble and University Symphonic Band that have been recorded individually while 
following all health and safety protocols. These performances are compiled to provide 

a similar experience of watching the concerts in person. 

Each Christmas at Concordia Concert Package includes two printed keepsake 

programs and special Christmas gifts to help bring the Christmas spirit from our 
campus to your home.  

Although we’ll be watching the concert at different times in different locations, our 

Concordia family will make our voices heard as we sing along with our students and 
our brothers and sisters in Christ.  

Similar to reserving 
tickets for the in-person 

concerts, there is a 
limited amount of 

packages available.   

Orders will be taken 

until Nov. 30, and the 
concert video link will 

be available to view 
Dec. 12. 

Thank you again for 
your support of the 

Concordia University, 

Nebraska Music 
students and faculty! 

Merry Christmas from 
the Concordia 

University, Nebraska 
family! 

 

https://www.cune.edu/christmas-concordia
https://www.cattlebank.com/
https://www.cune.edu/christmas-concordia
https://www.cune.edu/christmas-concordia

