
           

Thanksgiving…Everyday! 

 I shared the following story in a Shepherd’s Staff article ten years ago.  However, it’s 

worth repeating since Thanksgiving Day is actually on November 22
nd

 this year: 

 In 1973 there was a glaring mistake on more than 1,100,000 calendars printed by the 

United States Government Printing Office which turns out federal office calendars.  

Somebody had been mistaken about Thanksgiving Day.  The calendar designated November 

29
th
 as the holiday; but that was wrong.  It should have been the fourth Thursday, November 

22
nd

.  Well, rather than destroy and reprint that many calendars, the General Services 

Administration decided to attach a correction to each of the calendars in error and simply let 

it go at that. 

 That’s not the only mistake that has been made concerning Thanksgiving.  If more than 

a million calendars were wrong about it in 1973, so are many individual observances.  Oh, 

they may have the right date, but they have the wrong idea.  No, Thanksgiving Day is not a 

Festival Day in the Church Year, but it is an important day that calls us to set our minds on 

what matters most and on WHO it was that gave us all that we have.  So, we honor this 

special Day of Thanksgiving by giving thanks in the Lord’s House and receiving the blessed 

gift of Holy Communion at His altar.  The Lord continues to provide for His precious 

children.  Thanks be to God! 

 Thanksgiving, as noted above, is called an “Occasion” in the Church Year and not a 

“Feast” or “Festival” Day.  Yet, we Christians live and work in the “left-hand” kingdom of 

this world, so we celebrate and honor special days that are meaningful to Americans.  In 

America, Thanksgiving is traditionally a kind of harvest festival.  We thank God especially 

for the fruits of the field and our daily bread.  It’s also an opportunity to reflect on the “free” 

gifts of God that come to us by way of the ultimate price – the death of Jesus our Savior. 

 God does not need our “Thanks” for His own benefit. Our thanksgiving and praise – 

our good works for the sake of His Kingdom on earth – are a result of what God has already 

done.  Therefore, our thanks to Him is directed upward toward Him and outward toward our 

neighbor all at the same time. He does not withhold His blessings from you while waiting for 

you do to something for Him.  God’s expectations of you rest on who you are already made 

to be – a child of God who serves our Lord through those He puts before us.  Thank God for 

the numerous and abundant blessings He gives each and every day.  Thank God for the care, 

protection and strength in times of adversity and strife.  Take advantage of the opportunity to 

be in the Lord’s House this Thanksgiving Day and to “feast” on our Lord’s very Body and 

Blood for the forgiveness of our sins.  May God richly bless you and keep you, always… 

 

In Christ’s Service, 

Pastor Arnold 
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For ALL the Saints 
 On November 1st in the liturgical calendar, the church celebrates All Saints’ Day (our 
parish typically transfers this day to the first Sunday in November; this year November 4th).  
Our usual custom on this day is to give recognition to those of our parish-family who have 
entered into eternal rest with the Lord over this past year along with those who have received 
Holy Baptism in the last year.  The names of the new saints triumphant and the new saints 
militant are spoken during our worship this day as well as the bell tolled.  Gathering in 
worship, all saints join together in praise of our God. 
 
 People who have lost loved ones like to visit their graves or final resting places.  And 
well they should, for there is something deeply fitting and proper about giving honor to the 
dead.  The bond of love that still exists comes to mind when on stands silently at the grave.  
Grief is love that goes beyond the grave and so there is value in this practice even more than 
being sentimental.   
 
 Still, something more important needs to be said: he who visits the grave visits the 
remains of the loved one, but he who visits the altar visits that very loved one, nestled in God’s 
everlasting arms.  To do both of these things (visiting the grave and receiving the Supper with 
all saints) is to acknowledge the reality of life after death: our departed loved one’s life and 
soul is safe in the kingdom of heaven with our Lord, waiting triumphantly without pain or 
suffering, even while their body rests in the grave.  Though it is not good that body and soul 
be separate, it must be so until the resurrection of all flesh.  In the meantime, we must visit 
both the cemetery and the altar. 
 
 Of the two, visiting the altar is of much greater importance.  At the Divine Service there 
is always comfort, and comfort particularly regarding the departed faithful, because here 
God’s Word is spoken and visible.  In Christ’s Body and Blood, He provides tangible comfort 
for our grieving souls.  Receiving this gift in faith is of the utmost importance.  And the various 
traditional parts of the Lutheran liturgy point to this reality as well as our union with all saints. 
 
 For instance, have you ever noticed that all the parts of the historic liturgy (Introit, 
Kyrie, Gloria, Creed, Verse, Offertory, Sanctus, and Nunc Dimittis) can by properly sung (and 
are!) by saints on either side of the heavenly divide? The saints triumphant can all rightly be 
said to have made these confessions their own, eternally.  As we sing the liturgy, our voices 
blend with the saints triumphant (and angels, too!).  Our praises join theirs.  Remember the 
proper preface? “Therefore with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven we laud 
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You…” 
  
 For the saints on earth and the saint in heaven, for the living and the dead in Christ, the 
entire Divine Service is the meeting place for church militant and the church triumphant. 
                 
         
In Christ’s Service, 
Pastor Froiland 



Deacon’s Page   Youth and Education Opportunities for the Parish    November, 2018  
 

 YOUTH NEWS  

 

Little Lambs /  Kids For Christ 

       Infant-Kindergarten               Grades 1-5 

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT 

MAKING DAY 
Sun., Nov. 4                4:00-5:30 PM               

 

Youth and their Parents, friends, are invited to enjoy a 
late afternoon together in the Michael 
Classroom…making Christmas ornaments that will be 
given away to the members of our congregation.  
Snacks, drinks, and Christmas music will be provided.  
 

 

JR-LYF CONFIRMATION 
RETREAT @ HOLLIS CENTER 

Saturday–Sunday    November 10-11 
 

All Youth, Grades 6-8 are asked, are invited to attend.  
The theme for this year’s retreat is the Sacrament of the 
Altar.  This overnight retreat will be taking place at the 
Hollis Renewal Center (near the Kansas Speedway), with 
a night out at the Power Play in Shawnee for a buffet 
supper, activities, and an entire hour of Whirly Ball (aka 
Parents vs. Youth Smackdown).  A modified “Amazing 
Race” WILL be included in the 2018 retreat.  
 

More details can be found on the sign-up poster in the 
Fellowship Commons.  High School Youth are invited to 
help provide leadership for community-building and 
competitive activities. 
 

 

SR-LYF / JR-LYF 

             Grades 9 – 12                Grades 6 – 8  

ESCAPE ROOM OUTING 
Saturday, November 17 – Afternoon 

 
 

 

 

Thirty-five Youth and Adults have made the 
commitment to be participants in the 2019 
National Lutheran Youth Gathering, set for 
Minneapolis, Minnesota next July 8 – 15!   
 

In addition to experiencing the Gathering, a side 
trip has been planned to visit Lutheran Island Camp 
and Christ Serve Ranch.   
 

Deposits ($ 125 per youth/$ 75 per adult) and 
registration forms have already been received.  
 

Please keep the following in your prayers: 
 

Ben Arnold                Connor Ringvelski 
Brayden Basch        Jamison Ringvelski 
Amy Eberth                      Mason Rogers 
Tarryn Fredde                    Yasmin Scott 
Connor Henry                    Kaitlyn Smith  

Greta Jones                      Payten Stubbs 
Gus Jones                           Ethan Tanner 
Jarien Montgomery    Madelyn Verner 
Edna Oswald                   Natalie Verner 
Avery Penn                    Sarenity Verner 
Tyler Pride                       Sarah Vincenti 
Joe Ramos                    Jackson Winfrey 

                   Joe Winfrey 
--------------------------------------------------- 
Andrea Arnold              Margie Oswald 
Rachel Buchholz                  Lisa Rogers 
Kristina Fredde                   Jill Vincenti 
Kelly Henry                      John Winfrey 
Carla Jones               Deacon Buchholz 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq0
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq0


November – December Acolytes 
  8:00am     10:45am  

November Chadron Cummins    Jackson Winfrey, Forrest Boynton 
 

December Connor Henry     Brandon Cuda, Jarien Montgomery 
Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do not stare 
out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing hymns and 
participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no later 
than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship!! 
 

Jacob Baker 10:45am 866-4093 
Forrest Boynton 10:45am 326-7191 
Brandon Cuda 10:45am 419-6976 
Chadron Cummins  8am 550-6829 
Connor Henry 8am 584-2988 
Gus Jones 8am 547-4751 

Joshua Keller 10:45am 734-1962 
Jarien Montgomery 10:45am 785-341-9397 
Alex Smith 10:45am 407-7542 
Jackson Winfrey 10:45am 898-3846 
Joseph Winfrey 10:45am 898-3846 

******************************************************************* 

OASIS (Older Adult Seniors In Service) 
 

 

Tribute to Veterans 

The Northland Community Choir will perform a free Tribute to Veterans concert at the 

Parkville Presbyterian Church on Sunday, November 11 @ 3:00.  If interested in 

carpooling with OASIS, we will leave from our church at 2:30.  Otherwise, we will see 

you there. For more information, please see Howard or Judy Gibson. 
 

Coming up--OASIS Christmas Party 

Save the date Friday, December 14
th
 at 1:30.  OASIS will assemble cookies platers for the 

carolers to deliver on the following day.   Please bring a Christmas goodie to the party 

to share with the group and enjoy a warm cup of coffee. There will be a fun sing-a-

long, to Christmas music.  Please RSVP to Lynda Reinert or Judy Gibson. Hope to see 

you there! 
 

Cookies requested 

Watch for the sign-up sheet on December 2 & 9, for anyone that would like to donate 

cookies for the platers assembled on December 14. 
 

Fellowship Following Wednesday Morning Advent Services 

Please join us…..OASIS will serve deserts after the Wednesday morning Advent services 

on December 5, 12 & 19th.  Please stay for a while…. 

************************************* 
We get letters…… 

Dear Christ Lutheran Church, 

On behalf of the SPEAC Board and recipients of the pantry, we thank you for 

the eleven cases and seven grocery bags of food you donated. Your continued 

generosity and kindness is so very my appreciated.  Sincerely, Kathleen Bailiff 

 

Dear Parish-family,  Thank you so kindly for all the cards and gifts I received for Pastor 

Appreciation Month.  Likewise, my family and I truly appreciate all of you as well.  Thank 

you.  Pastor Arnold and family 



Fall Work Day 
On Saturday, November 3rd, beginning at 8:00 AM we 
will have our Fall Work/Clean-Up Day.  There is much 
work that needs to be done, both inside and outside.  
Please come and help keep our building and grounds in 
good repair.  If we had half of our members come, even 
for just 2 hours, think of all that could be accomplished!  
That would be a lot of hours of work.  Please help us be 
good stewards of the gifts that God has given to us. 
 

 

Discipleship Data 
Accessions Communicant: 

Karen Siegel – transfer from Zion Lutheran  St. Charles, MO 
 

New address: 

Steve and Jackie Keck     John and Candice Ramos 

8493 SE 177th Bartram Loop    2214 NE 107th Terrace 

The Villages, FL  32163     KC, MO  64155 
 

Lavonne and Barb Dietrich     Ron and Teri Knop 

4029 Wilton Woods Pl     7239 Orchard Pt. 

Cary, NC  27319      Harrison, AR  72601 
 

Joyce Danner  Dist. 7 to 4     John Fairhurst  Dist. 7 to 6 

3513 NW 63rd Ter.      8630 N. Hickory Street  Apt. 618 

KC, MO  64151      KC, MO  64155      

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Martin Luther Academy 
7112 N. Overland Dr.  Kansas City, MO  64151  816-734-1060 

 

Calling all Preschoolers through 4th Graders!!!!  You are invited to 

attend a FREE Extravaganza/Carnival Fun Day at MLA, Sunday, 
November 4 from 2 pm – 4 pm.  The day will include character visits and 
photo opportunities with KC Wolf, Elsa, Anna, Batman, and Ironman.  We 
will also have face painting, a bounce house, games, balloon artist, snacks, and door prizes.  
Please contact Lisa Martens if you have any questions. (816) 217-6199 
 
CALLING ALL VETERANS!  Martin Luther Academy would like to invite you to our Veterans’ Day 
Program on Friday, November 9 at 8:30 am.  We would like to honor your years of military service.  
Please join us before the program from 7:30 am – 8:30 am for coffee and doughnuts in the school 
lunchroom.  Contact the school office with your RSVP (816)734-1060. 

 
SAVE THE DATES:   
Sunday, November 4 – MLA Extravaganza for all preschoolers – 4th graders 
Saturday, December 1 – MLA Cookie Walk @ 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 



Cancer Companions is now offered at Timothy Lutheran Church, 301 E Wyatt Road, Blue 
Springs, on the first and third Wednesdays, 6:30-8pm. Cancer Companions provides support 
to cancer patients as well as family, friends or caregivers in need of a listening ear or caring 
heart.  
The current 9 session-program runs through Feb. 20 and will explore these topics: faith, 
questions, healing, prayer, stress reduction, relationships, communication and healthy living. 
Each session includes video clips of patients and care givers affected by cancer as well as 
discussion questions.  
Questions about the Cancer Companions program can be directed to the Care Ministry office 
at 816.228.5300. Cost of $20 includes the Cancer Companions workbook. 

*********************************************************************** 

 

 

Greetings from Christ Lutheran Pre – K! 

It’s hard to believe we are in November already!   

This month we will be learning what it means to be thankful and what we are 

thankful for.  Our Bible stories are Baby Moses, Moses and the Red Sea, Israel in 

the desert, and The Ten Commandments. 

This year is a big year for Pre – K; we are going through the accreditation process 

again.  Every 5 years we have to go through the process and this is our year.  

Please keep us in your prayers as we go through this process. 
 

November Activities: 

11/1 – 11/30 – All school food drive for Immanuel Lutheran Church’s food pantry 

11/5 – Lil’ Angels Picture Day  

11/6 – Lil’ Angels Picture Day 

11/18 – 11/20 – No School, Missouri District Educators’ Conference at Lake of the 

Ozarks. 

11/21 – 11/25 – No School, Thanksgiving Break 
 

******************************************** 

On November 13
th

, we will have guest speakers at our Tuesday 

morning Bible Class.  Shara Osiro, Area Deputy & Communications 

Specialist - Eastern and Southern Africa, and Michael, her husband, will 

be coming to share information about her experiences in the mission 

field. She will share about the LCMS Mercy Medical Teams that go to 

remote areas where there is no medical care at all. Shara and Michael are 

colleagues of Georgia Witt.  A luncheon will follow at 11:30.   Please 

join us if you are able!  



Directory of Disciples 
It will be soon be time for our “Directory of Disciples” for 2019 here at Christ Lutheran.  We 
would really like to have as much correct information in the directory as possible.  Please 

take a few minutes and check over your information in the blue 2009 
Directory.  Is all the information we have for you and your family correct?  
Does any information need to be updated? 
Do you have a different address or phone number?  Are you using a cell 
phone in place of a land line? 
What about your children?  Have they moved out on their own but are 
still being listed at your address?   

The “Directory of Disciples” is a great resource for you and your fellow members.  Please help 
us keep this information current.  Just the few minutes it takes for you to check your 
information and call or email with any updates will help your fellow members, your Pastors 
and Deacon, your elders, and the church office.  Thank you! 
 

******************************************** 

Lutheran High School of Kansas City 
12411 Wornall Rd.  KC, MO 64145  816-241-5478     Website:  www.lhskc.com 
The Lutheran High School of Kansas City provides a Christ-centered environment 
preparing lives for today, tomorrow and eternity. 
In 2017 an article appeared in The New York Times entitled “Why Kids Can’t Write”.  The 
article focused on a myriad of reasons why 21st century students have difficulty expressing 
themselves properly in the written word.  Seventy-five percent of 12th and 8th graders lack 
proficiency in writing according to the most recent National Assessment of Education Progress 
(NAEP).  Forty percent of students who sat for the ACT writing exam lacked writing skills 
necessary to successfully complete a college level English composition class.  Why?  Reasons 
ranged from a lack of emphasis on writing in schools to the electronic social media frenzy 
distracting students and teachers alike.  Pick your poison. 
Closer to home, a recent marketing expert (so-called) commented to our faculty and staff regarding our website 
“You have too much text.  There is too much writing.  You need more pictures.”  We were advised that people tend 
to scroll by the written words and messages only viewing the pictures or streaming video.  Even my opening article 
on the website came under scrutiny “too many words” was the comment.  Oh, well.  If at this point in this article 
you are struggling with attention span issues, get up and walk around.  Perhaps enjoy a favorite beverage, but please 
return to read the entirety of this article. 
Outside of attending church regularly, the most important habit a parent can instill in a child is reading.  The second 
most important is writing.  Role modeling reading and writing is a significant step in influencing a child’s academic 
success.  Children emulate parental habits which, as we all know, can be both good and bad.  We at Lutheran High 
will continue to emphasize reading and writing as crucial elements of academic achievement.  We will choose not to 
“dummy down” our educational product by just showing pictures and videos.  We believe our students deserve 
better and greater challenges leading to greater opportunities for future success. 
Lutheran High students score well above average in reading and writing and our plan is for this trend to continue.  
In fact, we pride ourselves in this achievement.  Science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) are indeed 
crucial elements in formative education as well.  Our curriculum has expanded in recent years to include more 
courses in these areas.  But the ability to read, write, and communicate effectively doubles down on any 
other acquired skills attained in one’s educational journey.  Employability continues to depend on a variety of 
skills blended together to make one a desirable member of a team.  
Please continue to read, write, and encourage others to do the same.  Facebook, Twitter, and Snapchat will be here 
tomorrow.  So, there will be time to tune back in and not miss a friend’s latest irrelevant post, picture, or comment.  
Escape the irrelevancy of life and read.  Read to learn, to enjoy, to escape, and to live again.  Blessings, Dr. Cary 
Stelmachowicz 

http://www.lhskc.com/


******************************************** 

Make plans to join us in worship on Thanksgiving 
Day, November 22nd, at 10:00 AM.  We will have Divine 
Service with Holy Communion.  If you are in town 

that day, join us and bring a friend. 
 

 
 

 
 

11/1 Greg Rhodus 

 Shirley Richardson 

11/2 Emmy Peterson 

 Trenton Pride  

11/3 Sabria Morad 

11/4 Jason Pride  

11/5 Richard Schultze 

 Randall Shoemaker 

 Greg Heishman 

 Greg Richardson 

 Claire Quinn 

11/6 Lorenzo Aguilar 

11/7 Roger Tiedt 

 Belinda Knopp 

 Sarah DeLay 

 Melissa Malone 

 Michael Silvio 

11/8 Janet Duff 

 Caroline Heiss 

11/9 Megan Schelp 

11/11 Heidi Scroggins 

 Sheryl O’Keefe 

 Stephanie Stumpf 

 Ava Ford 

 Bryson Koffman 

 Ava Schneider 

11/12 Mary Stepp 

 Kirk Henry 

 Jiriya Khampira 

11/13 Sue Eberth 

 Cadence Heitman 

11/14 Trevor Crystal 

11/15 Renate Jentzsch 

 Linda Lechowicz 

 Kim Heermann 

 Brian Both 

11/16 John Winfrey 

 Pastor Froiland 

11/17 Donald O’Keefe 

11/18 Otto Gaiser 

 Emma Gaiser 

11/19 Donna Lingle 

 Dianne Kelly 

         Matthew Wittmaier 

11/20 Teagan Shupe 

11/21 Tom Watson 

 Cheri Pride 

 Nathan Lingle 

11/22 Rebecca Belt 

 Chance Pope 

11/23 Matthew March 

11/24 Rebekah Sanders 

11/25 Thomas Cvetan 

11/26 Curtis Monroe 

11/27 Barb Greenhagen 

11/28 Samantha Phillips 

 David June 

11/29 Robert Oberhelman 

 Thomas Stepp 

 Wayne Jobe 

 Sarah O’Keefe 

 Christina Howard 

 Melissa Howard 
 

 

 

********************************** 



Orchids and Onions 
Orchids to the small OASIS group that toured the World War I museum.  We enjoyed the 
fellowship, seeing and learning about all the history, which included interesting facts from 
the records library. 

Orchids to Sandy Sperl for painting our windows on the doors into the sanctuary.  They look lovely! 
Orchids to all who pledged their time, talent and treasure at our annual Stewardship Sunday.  Thank you.  This helps 
your Parish-family devise an accurate budget for the sake of using God’s gifts to His Church wisely.  Thank you. 
Orchids to Chuck Eberth, Lowell Smith, Andrew Spidle, Derek Rothert, Stephen O’Toole, Kirk Henry, John Peer, 
Matt Miller, Jeff Ferguson, John Ramos for allowing your names to stand for the positions up for election for the 
Board of Directors.  Thank you for your willingness to take on these important leadership roles. 
Orchids to those who donated to the Military Biblesticks campaign.  We received $500 in donations which means we 
are supporting 20 military families with the Word of God.  God be praised! 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Christ Lutheran – November 2018 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

        1 

7pm - Elders 
7pm - Bells 

2 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

3 

8am – Noon – 
Fall Clean-Up 
Day 

4   Daylight Saving Time Ends 

8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 
4pm - Christmas Ornament Making 
6pm - Adult Information Class 

5 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

6 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7:30pm - Choir 

7 

4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service - LS 

8 

7pm - Bells 
9 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

10 

11   Veterans Day 

8am - Divine Service - LS     
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service 
Noon - Oromo Worship 
2pm - Callers for Christ  
  

12  

 
Pastors’ 
Day Off 

13 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7:30pm - Choir 

14 

4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service  

15 

7pm - Board of 
Directors 
7pm - Bells 

16 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
Noon – 
Shepherd’s 
Staff 
Deadline 

17 

3:30pm – 
Easley/Pino 
Wedding 

18 

8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 

19 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

20 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7:30pm - Choir 

21 

NO Weekday School 
NO Moms’ Bible Study 
NO Midweek Service  

22  Thanksgiving 
Day 

10am - 
Thanksgiving 
Day Service - LS 

23 

NO Men’s  
Bible Study 
 
 

24 

25 

8am - Divine Service - LS     
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service 
Noon - Oromo Worship 

26 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

27 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
2pm – Collate 
Shepherd’s Staff 
7:30pm - Choir 

28 

4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service  

29 

Pastors’ 
Conference @ St. 
Stephen, Liberty 
7pm - Bells 

30 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

  

Jr. High Retreat 

Jr. High Retreat 
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Acolytes:  8am – Chadron Cummins 
  10:45am – Jackson Winfrey, Forrest Boynton 
 
Head Ushers:   8am – Dale Eggerstedt  10:45am – Chuck Eberth 

Ushers:  8am – Andrew Spidle, Tom Cvetan  10:45am – Blake Faller, John Winfrey 
 
 
Elder In Charge:  8am:  Henrichs  10:45am:  Ferguson/S. Smith 
Wednesdays:  7th – Watson; 14th – Lyons; 28th – S. Smith  Thanksgiving Day 10am - Steffens  
 

 

Greeters:   8am – Roger and Jackie Lewis 10:45am – Kelly Heinen 
 

 
Counters:  Diana Trumble  
  (Counters – you can contact Steve Foutch to schedule your month for next year, steve@foutchbrothers.com.) 
 
 

Altar Guild:     Servers       Linens  

   11/4  Chastain/Gibson/Vincenti    Truetken 

   11/7  Oswald/Schneider     Faller 

   11/11  Durham/Degnan/Moore    Faller 

   11/14  Rothert/Schneider     Truetken    

  11/18  Daugherty/Duff/Howard    Truetken 

  11/22  Thanksgiving Day Gibson    Faller 

  11/25  Sperl/Steffens/Truetken    Faller 

  11/28  Moore         
      

 Launder and Steam Cassocks and Acolyte Robes – Watson  

 Launder and Steam Acolyte Cottas – Watson 

 Launder and Steam & Pastors’ Surplices – Watson 
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++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Would you like to be included in the emails that come from your Church?  If so, please give your email 

information to the church office indicating that you want to be included.  If you haven’t been getting the 
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A Stewardship Lesson from God’s Word … 2 Corinthians 8:8-9 
 

Sometimes people don’t like it when pastors talk about stewardship. For some, it hits too close to 
home. It is easier to talk about bad people in Washington, in history, or overseas than it is to think about 
what our daily life in Christ is supposed to look like – how we are supposed to love our neighbor. 

The fact that we don’t like hearing about stewardship certainly means we ought to face it. Here are 
a few simple and practical realities. 

God calls us to first-fruits, sacrificial giving. This means we should give off the top. We should set 
a percentage of our income as a deliberate gift for the work of the Church and give that first. We write 
the check to the Lord’s work in the Church before we pay the mortgage or pay for our medicine or pay 
for anything else.  We don’t pay for all the stuff we need, and think we need, and then give from what is 
left over. That is the first-fruits idea. It is hard because we think we need all sorts of other things first. But 
that is the point of “sacrificial.” 

Next, how could the starting point for Christian generosity and sacrifice really be anything less 
than a tithe – 10 percent? The ceremonial law of the Old Testament as never arbitrary. In the Old 
Testament, the Levites received this tithe so they could be full-time ministers. 

Does the New Testament have a ministry that is larger or smaller? It is far larger: “Make disciples 
of all nations” (Matt. 28:19).  And we are still to have a full-time ministry: “The Lord has commanded 
that those who preach the Gospel should make their living from the Gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14).  So, if 10 
percent was needed in the Old Testament, and we have a bigger mission need in the New Testament, 
how can we expect the Lord’s work to be done on less than a tithe? 

First-fruits, sacrificial, generous giving – that’s the way.  We shouldn’t fool ourselves into thinking 
that we’ve out-given God’s goodness or that we’ve given plenty.  

We might be tempted to think so but consider – no one in the Church has given plenty because 
no one has given all. No one has died for his sins. Only the sinless Son of God did that.  

Or, as St. Paul said, bringing the Good News of Jesus into the discussion of our giving to support 
the Lord’s work in the Church:  

“I say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is 
genuine. For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he 
became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich” (2 Cor. 8:8-9). 

As you can see, what the Bible commands about our stewardship can sting. It’s law, and the law 
shows our sins. It calls us to repentance.  The law is meant to expose and accuse for the sake of showing 
us Christ and His fulfillment of the law. If first-fruits, sacrificial giving has you squirming, that’s the point. 

In Mark’s account of the feeding of the 5,000, Jesus took the disciples’ five loaves and two fish 
and blessed them. It was nothing among so many, but, of course, it was plenty. Jesus makes something 
from nothing. 

Mark doesn’t say that all the disciples gave Jesus all the bread they had. It is quite possible some of 
them held something back. But even if they did, that didn’t stop Jesus from blessing them. Jesus makes 
something out of nothing.  

He, who fed His people in the desert with manna every morning, doesn’t need their bread. But 
they need to give it. And what they give, however little it might be, however grudgingly they do so, He 
blesses it.  

He not only blesses those whom He feeds with it, but He blesses them, the givers – not just in 
that they wind up with (a basket full for each loaf) but they received the greatest blessing: trusting and 
rejoicing in Him. 

The Lord gives, and the Lord takes away. The Lord gives abundantly or asks us to fast. We do not 
know what will happen. Blessed be the Name of the Lord. He does all things well and works all things 
together for good. The disciples don’t give their bread to Jesus because it is a good investment. They give 
it because He is good, they love Him, and they trust Him. Let us go and do likewise. 

 


