
  

Pentecost 
 

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship,  

to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Acts 2:42 
 

Pentecost and Confirmation will be celebrated on May 23rd. The “about to be” confirmed and 

the rest of God’s people celebrate a special time on the “Birthday of the Church” with purpose and 

devotion. There is a purpose for the Pentecost and Confirmation celebration. And besides 

celebrating with purpose, we celebrate with devotion, not unlike the first Christians.  It says, “They 

devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 

prayer.” As a result of the first Pentecost – the Book of Acts tells us that three thousand were added 

through Baptism to the number of believers. These believers devoted themselves to a particular 

teaching, to fellowship, to the Lord’s Supper, and to prayer.   

 But I think one of the things we have to note right here is what this word “devotion” really 

means in the New Testament. You see, it’s more than just the kind of “devotion” that we think about 

today – staying with it, keeping at it, staying committed. This definition is not wrong and the New 

Testament understanding of devotion does include those things. However, there is more. New 

Testament devotion is even stronger in language and activity. This word here in Acts chapter two 

means specifically, “to adhere with strength.”  With strength we are devoted.  With strength given 

by our Lord through the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives keeping us steadfast, “adhered with 

strength” to the apostolic, true teaching of the Church. 

 The strength that we are talking about is the strength granted by our Lord – to adhere to the 

teaching of the apostles and to adhere to the fellowship we have in our Lord and with each other as 

people with a common faith. To adhere as people who break bread in the Lord’s Supper together and 

people who also pray together to the very same Lord who comforts us with His saving message and 

power. We are people who are “adhered” together by God to these truths and we rely on these truths 

because they come from God. 

 Pentecost is a time when we rejoice that our Lord remains with us by the guidance of the 

Holy Spirit. It’s also special because we add four new confirmands to our church-family.  He 

remains with all of us because His Word and Sacraments remain. We live by them, and we live for 

them. And most importantly, we live with them together. That’s Pentecost. Confirmed, guided, 

united, “adhered to”… it means that Jesus is at the center. 

 Pentecost is about God’s people gathered under the preaching and doctrine of the apostles in 

unity as God has sent His Son to die for us so that we might be reconciled to Him on the cross.  The 

sending of the Holy Spirit is God’s gift to show us that He remains connected to us and He promises 

to bring us back to Him in faith and forgiveness. That’s more than a day of Confirmation or a day in 

the Church-year. That’s life. 

 Life has purpose and life has devotion.  “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, 

the fellowship, the breaking of the bread and to prayer.” Devotion in life means having a special 

purpose. The purpose includes your Jesus who gave His life for you. That’s true purpose and 

devotion. The purpose is to forgive you of all your sins. The devotion is Jesus saying, “I am with you 

always to the very end of the age.”  

In the Service of Jesus, 

Pastor Arnold 

THE  SHEPHERD’S STAFF                                                                                                 May 2021            
 
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH    

www.christlc.net 

 
Platte Woods, Missouri 

Volume 64, Number 5 



The Problem with Mothers’ Day 
 

 Holocaust survivor Viktor Frankl wrote the book Man’s Search for Meaning.  The main point 
of this book is this: every human being’s deepest need in life is a meaning, a purpose, a cause, a 
reason to live and work and fight and suffer and die.  Without this, nothing suffices; with this, 
anything is endurable.  “A man can endure almost any how if only he has a why.” 

 There are demanding jobs in this world that are also attractive because they are very 
obviously meaningful.  Police officer, firefighter, social worker, teacher, and nurse are just a few 
examples.  These jobs are all hard work and some are dangerous, but all have a strong and clear 
sense of purpose.  They make life meaningful: they are a story, not an episode. 

 But above all these demanding and dangerous jobs is one that has even more meaning and 
purpose, and yet lacks the luster and admiration of the others, at least in our American culture’s 
opinion: motherhood.  Mothers are involved in tremendously meaningful work.  Every stage of 
motherhood—courtship, marriage, conceiving a child, each stage of pregnancy, childbirth, and the 
trillions of things involved in a lifetime of raising children after birth—is loaded with more 
meaning and purpose than any other job.  And the very meaning? It’s life.  More life.  Better life.  
Future life.  The word I use to describe mothering I use with greatest reserve; its root is from the 
Latin word for cross, being descriptive of that painful torture that our Lord experienced in last 
hours before death.  But I abandon all reserve when I say this: Motherhood is excruciating.  A 
mother’s work is demanding, both before and after birth; but it’s wonderfully meaningful work.  
Being a mother is perhaps the single hardest job in the world, probably the least appreciated job in 
the world, and certainly the most important job in the world.  

 The most profound thing we can say about mothers is that our God Himself has one.  Mary 
rejoiced when the angel Gabriel visited her with the news that she would bear God’s own Son.  
God becomes man through a mother.  Further, on the night when He was betrayed, our Lord told 
His disciples about the salvation He was to accomplish and He compares it to motherhood: “When 
a woman is giving birth, she has sorrow because her hour has come, but when she has delivered 
the baby, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being has been born into the 
world.  So also you have sorrow now, but I will see you again and your hearts will rejoice, and no 
one will take your joy from you.” (John 16:21-22)  He says also on Maundy Thursday: “A little 
while, and you will see me no longer; and again a little while and you will see me.” (John 16:16)  
Now I’ve been in the labor and delivery room not a few times.  And “a little while” doesn’t feel 
that way in the moment for the wife, but it is nonetheless true.  For when a mother gives that last 
cry of relief and the baby is laid upon her chest, the “little while” of suffering is gone.  She is so 
overcome with joy that the pain of childbirth is already a distant memory—it doesn’t compare 
with the joy that has been brought into the world.   

 Our Lord compares His act of salvation to childbirth.  He would endure the agonizing 
“little while” of Good Friday—weeping, lament, sorrow, anguish.  He labored for our salvation.  
He cried out in agony, and in victory He said, “It is finished.”  A little while, three days later, He 
was raised from the dead.  Every Sunday we still rejoice in this victory.  Christ, through His bride 
the church, continues to give new birth and nurturing to His children.   

 So the problem with Mother’s Day is that is but one day.  Our thanksgiving and love is 
deserved by our mothers every day.  They are the image of greater reality of the Church loved by 
God.    

In Christ’s Service, 
Pastor Froiland 



Deacon’s Page        Youth and Education Opportunities for the Parish      May, 2021 
 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Grade 1 thru Grade 12+ students are all meeting 
face-to-face now!  For Pre-K thru Grade 5, the 
following lessons can be found on our church 
website each week: 
 

     May   2     “Healing Waters” 
Namaan and Elisha 

     May   9     “The Unwilling Prophet” 
Jonah 

     May 16     “The Promising Prophet” 
Isaiah 

     May 23     “The Endless Exile” 
Israel Goes Into Exile 

 

     May 30     “The Sackcloth King” 
Hezekiah Prays 

 

Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten students will 
begin face-to-face Sunday School on June 6! 
 

Kids For Christ 

Grades 1-5      

 

MOVIE NIGHT 
Wednesday, May 12     4:30 – 6:30 PM 

 

Movie Night: For Weekday School students and 
for friends (limit 2) and siblings (NO limit) of our 
Weekday School students. 
 

 

SR-LYF   /   JR-LYF 
              Grades 9-12                                                     Grades 6-8   

LYF FLOAT TRIP 
June 4–6 James River/Branson, MO 

 

Youth entering the 6th Grade this fall (and all other 
youth Grades 7 and up) were invited to participate in 
our CLC-LYF 14th Annual Float Trip – June 4-5-6, 2021.   
 

The James River will be our designated river and 
Branson is where we will take accommodations.  This 
year’s trip will include a visit to the Sight and Sound 
Theater to see “JESUS” as long as tickets are available 
– thus the need for a strict sign-up deadline.   
 

Contact Deacon to see if anyone has cancelled! 
 

 
 

 

SR-LYF/JR-LYF/Kids For Christ  
          Grades 9-12            Grades 6-8                     Grades 1-5      

HEIT’S POINT 
CAMPERSHIPS 

 
Contact Deacon NOW if interested.  The 2021 
Summer Schedule can be found at 
www.heitspoint.com. Registration Form MUST be 
completed and given to Deacon.  This offer will no 
longer be available after Sun. May 16. 
 

http://www.heitspoint.com/


Christ Lutheran Youth 
May thru December, 2021 Activities Calendar

 

 SR-LYF                                          (Grades 9-12) 
 

------------------------------------2021------------------------------------ 
SU 05-02 Family and Youth Games Night   6:00 PM  
FR-SU  Jn 4–6 14th LYF Float Trip–James River – Branson, MO 
FR-SU  Jy 23-31 Higher Things Youth Conference – Austin, TX 

SU 08-01 Senior Recognition Day    9:30 AM 
FR 08-13 All-Youth Pool Party at The Springs   5:30 PM  
SU 09-19 Paintball / Laser Tag at Jaegers   2:00 PM 
SU 10-03 Commitment Day – ‘22 NLYG-Houston   9:30 AM 
SU 10-10 Biking the Little Blue Trace Trail   1:30 PM 
SU 10-24 Worlds of Fun Day   12:00 PM 
SA 11-20 Volunteer at Harvesters / Pizza   1:00 PM 
SU 12-05 Christmas Shopping for Others    5:00 PM 
SA 12-11 Christmas Caroling to Others    2:00 PM 
 

 
 

 JR-LYF                                (Grades 6-8) 
 

------------------------------------2021------------------------------------ 
SU 05-02 Family and Youth Games Night   6:00 PM  
WE 05-12 Host Weekday School Movie Night   4:30 PM 
FR-SU  Jn 4–6 14th LYF Float Trip–James River – Branson, MO 
FR 08-13 All-Youth Pool Party at The Springs   5:30 PM 
SU 09-19 Paintball / Laser Tag at Jaegers   2:00 PM 
SU 10-03 Commitment Day – ’22 NLYG (Grade 8)   9:30 AM 
SU 10-10 Biking the Little Blue Trace Trail   1:30 PM 
SU 10-24 Worlds of Fun Day   12:00 PM 
FR-SU No 12-14 Confirmation Retreat-Heit’s Point Lutheran Camp 

SA 11-20 Volunteer at Harvesters / Pizza   1:00 PM 
SU 12-05 Christmas Shopping for Others    5:00 PM 
SA 12-11 Christmas Caroling to Others    2:00 PM 
 

 
 

 Kids For Christ                (Grades 1-5) 
 

------------------------------------2021------------------------------------ 
SU 05-02 Family and Youth Games Night   6:00 PM  
WE 05-12 Weekday School Movie Night    4:30 PM 
FR 06-11 Play Day & Ice Cream-EH Young Park   6:00 PM 
MO-TH Au 9-12 Christ Lutheran Vacation Bible School   9:00 AM 
FR 08-13 All-Youth Pool Party at The Springs   5:30 PM  
SA 09-18 Burr Oak/Custard’s Last Stand   1:00 PM  
FR 10-08 Christ Lutheran Outdoor Movie Night   7:00 PM 
SU 10-17 Sunday Afternoon at Alldredge Orchard   2:00 PM 
SA 11-06 Saturday at the Kansas City Zoo 10:00 AM 
SU 11-14 Christmas Ornament-Making Day   4:00 PM  
SA 12-11 Christmas Caroling to Others    2:00 PM 
WE 12-15 Children’s Christmas Program   7:00 PM 
 

 
 

 Little Lambs         (Infant-Kindergarten) 
 

------------------------------------2021------------------------------------ 
SU 05-02 Family and Youth Games Night   6:00 PM  
WE 05-12 Weekday School Movie Night    4:30 PM 
FR 06-11 Play Day & Ice Cream-EH Young Park   6:00 PM 
MO-TH Au 9-12 Christ Lutheran Vacation Bible School   9:00 AM 
FR 08-13 All-Youth Pool Party at The Springs   5:30 PM  
SA 09-18 Burr Oak/Custard’s Last Stand   1:00 PM  
FR 10-08 Christ Lutheran Outdoor Movie Night   7:00 PM 
SU 10-17 Sunday Afternoon at Alldredge Orchard   2:00 PM 
SA 11-06 Saturday at the Kansas City Zoo 10:00 AM 
SU 11-14 Christmas Ornament-Making Day   4:00 PM  
SA 12-11 Christmas Caroling to Others    2:00 PM 
WE 12-15 Children’s Christmas Program   7:00 PM 
 



 

 
 
 

5/1 Christopher Watts 

 Hannah Froiland 

5/2 Rick Birch 

5/4 Griffin Clark 

5/5 Keith Crystal 

 Greg Goodson 

 Honor Foutch 

 Peyton Keck-Fizer 

5/6 Candace Ramos 

 Edna Oswald 

 Kalyn Ziller 

5/7 Jim Stavenau 

5/10 Amanda Huff 

5/11 Sandy Koren 

 Angela Pfeffinger 

 Vanessa Sedlak 

5/12 Mark Reinhardt 

5/14 Kristy Rothert 

 Teresa Saving 

 Kimberly Brewer 

 John Schermetzler 

 Amy McCollum 

5/16 Kingston Malone 

5/17 Janice Alexander 

 Logan Grace 

5/18 Billie Elliott 

 Helen Baker 

 Katie Hester 

5/19 Amanda Allegree 

 Sarah Longnecker 

 Parker Peterson 

5/20 Paul Naher 

 Michelle Martin 

 Deacon Buchholz 

 David Brown 

 Page Mann 

5/21 Susan Moore 

 Richard Purdy 

 Annette Williamson 

5/22 Kelly Yulich 

5/24 Daniel Czamanske 

 Patricia Thielen 

 Alice Trager 

 Jeff Houghtlin 

 Connor Bosworth 

5/25 Kristen Cremer 

5/26  Jeremy Jaschen 

 Isaac Froiland 

5/27 Ronald Bicsak 

 Terry Kraft 

5/29 Lindsy Monroe 

 Elena Araujo 

5/30 Karen Siegel 

 Tim Houghtlin 

5/31 Mason Rogers

 

 

******************************************** 

 

IN MEMORIAM 
Bob Oberhelman 

November 29, 1945 – March 29, 2021  
 

“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.”  Psalm 116:15 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Discipleship Data 
 

Accessions Baptized: 

Thomas Michael James Froiland, son of Pastor and Sara Froiland, March 17, 2021 
 

Accessions Communicant: 

John Schermetzler, transfer from Peace Lutheran Arbor Vitae, WI 

Thomas Knopp, transfer from St. Peter Lutheran, St. Joseph, MO  
 

Deletions: 

Bob Oberhelman – transfer to the Church Triumphant, March 29, 2021 
 

New address: 

Stacy Fizer      Stephen & Erikka O’Toole  Dist. 5 to 6 

7985 N. Flintlock Rd.  Apt. 3   10912 N. Campbell St. 

KC, MO 64158     KC, MO  64155 
 

Tim Houghtlin   Dist. 3 to 5   Paul Bentz and Shelan Kaky 

304 Hilltop Road  Lot 96    3419 2nd Ave. 

Ferrelview, MO 64163    Great Falls, MT  59401 

Cell – 816-703-9986 

 

Weekday School:  A Note of Thanks.... 

 Our beloved Movie Night is fast approaching and the Christ Lutheran Weekday School “Year of 

the Pandemic” will soon be in the books. With God’s help we conducted lessons and all activities with 

zero occurrences of Covid-19 here at Weekday School! This was accomplished through the hard work 

and dedication of several people throughout this less-than-normal year. 

 I wanted to take this time to recognize those who have tirelessly devoted their time and talents to 

God’s service in our Weekday School this year.  

 Our teachers, Edna Oswald, Janessa Hackworth, Deacon Buchholz, Pastor Froiland, and Pastor 

Arnold deserve much thanks. We have combined some grade levels because our attendance has been 

lower than in past years. This has created some challenges around curriculum delivery and these 

teachers have adapted and overcome. Their reliability in this pandemic is most appreciated! 

 Our kitchen staff also deserves much gratitude for consistently cooking up yummy meals and 

adjusting for our smaller numbers this year so nothing is wasted. Our service and cleanup volunteers are 

so fun to work with every week and their reliability in this unusual year is greatly appreciated. Our 

kitchen helpers include Jackie Lewis, Jan Sittig, Margie Oswald, Sara Froiland (Kitchen Director), Dalene 

Odegaard, Kristy Rothert, Vonnie Niederwimmer, Janet Duff, Joe Graham, Kelli Smith, and Edna Oswald. 

Thank you all, many hands make light work.  

 A special thank you is saved for Andrea Arnold for once again serving as Director of Music. This 

work has especially been a challenge during the coronavirus pandemic due to fewer voices and fewer 

opportunities for our children to sing at special services. Thank you, Andrea, for helping the children to 

continue to praise God in a fitting way! 

 For the kiddos, enjoy your summer! We are so thankful that you came to Weekday School this 

year and we look forward to seeing you again in the fall!  

Carla Jones, Weekday School Director  



May Acolytes 

  8:00am     10:45am  
 

April   Brian Odegaard    Peter Oetting  
Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do not stare 
out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing hymns and 
participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no later 
than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship. 
Dallas Boeka 10:45am 419-5292 
Forrest Boynton 10:45am 326-7191 
Connor Henry sub 584-2988 
Gus Jones 8am 547-4751 

Brian Odegaard 8am 665-5929 
Peter Oetting 10:45am 853-6277 
Alex Smith 10:45am 407-7542 
Luke Waller  10:45am 741-5087

 

********************************************************************** 
 

Greetings from Christ Lutheran Preschool! 
It’s hard to believe May is here!  This school year has flown by, 

even during a pandemic.  I am so happy we have been in school since 

July 2020 and will finish the school year strong.   

May is a busy month in Pre - K.  Our 4 & 5 

year olds have Pre-K graduation, we will have 

field day for the entire school, and each 

class will have a spring party or end of the 

year celebration.   

Speaking of celebrations, we will be 

celebrating our AMAZING teachers and 

staff during teacher appreciation week, May 3 – May 7.   

Our 1st Annual Walk-A-Thon was a huge success!!  The children 

walked in the gym or on the playground and absolutely loved it!!  

Thank you to those of you that donated to our 1st Annual Walk-A-

Thon.  With the help of our Pre-K families and church members, we 

exceeded our goal of $20.00 per child. 

Blessings, 

Mrs. Kristina Fredde 
 
 
 



Orchids and Onions 
Orchids to everyone who signs up before attending church. 
Onions to anyone who puts their chewed gum in a bulletin and then returns the bulletin 
– that’s nasty. Please just throw it away. 

Orchids to Shawn Smith for all the work he does with our website.  There is a lot to keep updated with 
ever changing information, and he does a fabulous job. Thank you, Shawn! 
Orchids to the ladies of our “Action Team” who faithfully serve others through their various projects – 
and to everyone who helps with all the extras, like tying, storing, and delivering blankets. Your work is 
appreciated. 
Orchids to Lowell Smith for power washing the parsonage deck. Thank you, Lowell. It looks great! 
Orchids to John Peer and Rick Birch for fumigating the Pre-K.  We are thankful to be “bug free” down 
in the basement.  Thank you. 
Orchids to Kathy Ferguson for her donation and care of the flowers in the flower pots outside our doors. 
Orchids to Ken Lyons, Derek Rothert, Larry Scroggins, Brian Repplinger, Roger Lewis, Kevin Smith, 
Jerry Pietsch, Shawn Smith, John Henrichs, Joe Graham, Tom Watson, and Jeff Ferguson for your 
dedicated service in serving your Lord in March as an elder.  
Orchids to John Peer, Chuck Eberth, Shane Rogers, Don O’Keefe, and Michael O’Keefe for your 
dedicated service in serving your Lord in March as an usher.  
  

We get letters…… 
 

Dear Christ Lutheran Church, 

Hillcrest Platte County would like to thank you for partnering with us in 

providing transitional housing to homeless families. The role you play in 

nurturing, counseling and funding is critical to the success of the program! Our staff is 

excited about what God is doing through Hillcrest and look forward to what He has in store 

for the future!  Thank you for your recent donation of $1,250.00 which we received on 

3/27/21. Again, we thank you for walking alongside us in this important mission. 

Thank you for your support of HPC. Your provision of an apartment has housed a young 

mom who had been living on the streets! Your apartment served as a space of safety for 

her and her son. She had a stable supply of food in her pantry. She could feel the love of 

Christ through your generosity of Spirit. Thank you. 

   Sincerely, Donice Mahan, Executive Director, Hillcrest Platte County 

 

The honor of your presence and your prayers and praises are requested by your Holy and Triune 

God, + The Father, +The Son, and +The Holy Spirit, at The Celebration and Remembrance of 

 

THE ASCENSION AND CORONATION 

 

Of Jesus Christ, Savior, Lord, Prophets, Priest and King on Thursday, May13th @ 7 P.M. 

[The Festival of The Ascension] 

 

The Great Reception of His Holy Supper will be celebrated.   

Please join us for this Service of Celebration and Remembrance. 



5 Years from Now (Confirmands) 

On Sunday, May 23rd, we celebrate the Festival of Pentecost.  In the 10:45AM Service on that 

day, four of our young people will repeat and re-affirm their Baptismal Vows as The Rite of 

Confirmation is celebrated and they receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion and are 

received as communicant members of The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod and of this 

parish.  Recently Pastor Arnold asked each of our Confirmands to write a brief essay entitled, 

“Where I hope to be in my spiritual life five years from now.”  We would like to share with 

you these essays: 

Kendyll Fredde – Five years from now in my spiritual life I hope to be attending a college or 

university and be involved in a Lutheran church. I also hope to be in contact with my 

confirmation class and friends from Christ Lutheran. I would like to find a group of people 

while in college, who share the same beliefs as me and also attend church. 

 

Molly Henry – In 5 years, I don’t know what college I’ll be at. But, I know that I’ll have to 

find a church. I would like my church to be Lutheran. I want to be a community, like our 

church. I would like to help out my church by coming every week, and showing up 

energetically. I can do events with the church to show that I love and support them. I hope 

that I will stay friends with my friends that I have at church now, as well. I hope that I 

continue to grow, and learn in my spiritual life. Most of all, I hope I continue to love God, 

and never lose faith in His power. 

 

Elise Rothert - Five years from now in my spiritual life I hope to be studying history in college 

and be active in a Lutheran church in the area. I want to be regularly in my Bible and attending 

a Bible study. I also hope to be a witness to others around me at a job, school, and in 

everyday life. 

 

Kaelyn Rothert - Five years from now in my spiritual life I hope to be studying animal science 

at a Christian college, regularly attending a Lutheran church, reading my bible every day, and 

be involved in a bible study. I also hope to be going on a mission trip at some point during 

college. 

 

 

******************************************** 

 

Sign-up to purchase a Geranium plant or two.  We 

will be purchasing the plants for Pentecost, at a 

cost of $12 each.  The purchase of the plants 

always helps to beautify our sanctuary, and after 

they used for the designated services, you can take 

your plants home or send them to members who 

aren’t able to make it to church.  The sign-up sheet 

will be in the Narthex, along with envelopes for 

your payment. 
 



Christ Lutheran Church - Minutes of Board of Directors Meeting – March 18, 2020 

Meeting Called to Order:  7:00 pm.   Opening Prayer:  John Peer  Study: Pastors  

Discipleship Action:  

a) Accessions Communicant: 

o John Schermetzler, transfer from Peace Lutheran, Arbor Vitae, WI 

o Thomas Knopp, transfer from St. Peter Lutheran, St. Joseph, MO 

b) Accessions Baptized:   

o Thomas Michael James Froiland, son of Pastor and Sara Froiland, March 17, 2021 

c) Deletions: 

o Bob Oberhelman - transfer to the Church Triumphant, March 29, 2021  

 Motion to approve Accessions and Deletions by Peer/Nowlin carried. 
 

Minutes:  
A motion by Hollander/Thomas to approve the minutes from March 2021 carried. 
 

Senior Pastor’s Report:  
a) This month’s study – Where in the World is God?... The Trinity at Work. 

b) As people are getting more comfortable and returning to worship, attendance has increased. Starting in 

May, we will increase maximum capacity to 130. In order to accommodate the larger number, we will 

remove the tape on the font side of the church. The pulpit side and the overflow will still be socially 

distanced with chairs spaced out and tape remaining on the pews. 

c) Livestreaming of Sunday morning Church at 10:45 a.m. and Sunday Morning Bible Study will continue. 

Masks are still required during worship. This requirement will be reevaluated at our May elders meeting. 

Thank you for all of your understanding and support through this challenges that COVID has presented 

to us. 

d) Tuesday Morning Bible study is in-person. We are studying Isaiah 40-66. We also have women’s bible 

study at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesdays and men’s bible study on Fridays at 6 a.m.  All are in-person. 

e) Daily Devotions will be coming to you two times a week (Wednesday and Friday). Do take advantage of 

sharing these devotions with others. They will be posted on our YouTube channel and on our Facebook 

page.  Don’t forget to look for announcements and updates on our website… www.christlc.net. 

f) Don’t forget… stay up to date by reviewing the parish email that is published on Fridays. Also, The 

Shepherd’s Staff is posted on the website as well. 

g) Speaking of our newsletter… The Shepherd’s Staff remains our most effective means of getting 

information to our members about up-coming events. Please use The Shepherd’s Staff for your 

committee announcements. 

h) Please continue to point people to our website for status updates and information on services and 

devotions.  

i) And finally, Even though more people are returning to church, we still want to be cognizant of our 

stewardship for the sake of the church. If you are unable to attend, please take advantage of giving on 

line or sending your offering through the mail. The Stewardship committee continues to talk about ways 

to make giving easier and more convenient.  
 

Assistant Pastor’s Report: 

a) I applied for the MO District 2021-22 missions grant.  I am still awaiting the response, which should 

come sometime soon.  The purpose of this grant is to help fund our work with our Oromo congregation.  

Our parish has been awarded this grant for the last 5 years.  

b) Thursday May 13th will be a special worship service—Ascension Day will be celebrated at 7pm with 

Holy Communion.  Do join us for this solemn observance.  

c) Update on the pastoral vacancy at Holy Cross Lutheran Church.  On Sunday, April 25th the voters’ 

assembly will extend a call to a pastor from the field (2 candidates will be presented to the voters-1 from 

MI and 1 from MT). 

d) The Froiland family will be on vacation May 3rd-10th.      

 



Deacon’s Report:  
a) Sunday School lessons for children in PK through age 5 are still being provided via the church website.   

b) Students in Grades 1-12+ have been meeting in person, and the need to open our Pre-K/K class is now 

c) All other study groups are continuing to meet face-to-face, with some also being streamed 

d) Face-to-Face Weekday School sessions continue to be held on campus.  Three students from Holy Cross 

are receiving instruction with us through the end of the Weekday School Year.   

e) VBS dates under consideration for 2021 are August 9-12, planning to begin soon. Janessa Hackworth 

will serve as Director.  

f) April 2021 Thrivent Choice dollars received $681. YTD $3,489. 
 

President’s Report:    
a) Please continue to find your back up and submit a proxy. 

b) Please bring your new committee members names before the Board to be ratified. 

c) Please congratulate and welcome Pastor Abdi Megerssa Selbana on his installation as Christ Lutheran’s 

Assistant Pastor to the Oromo Mission.  This partnership with the Oromo congregation is a milestone in 

the history of our church.   

d) Martin Luther Academy is governed by the Executive Committee (School Board) and the Board of 

Delegates.  If you or if you know anyone that would like to serve on either board, please let me, Pastor 

Froiland (he is the chaplain for the EC), or Jackie Lewis know.   

The Board of Delegates is comprised of two people from each supporting church. Jackie Lewis and 

Janessa Hackworth are our Delegates. 

The Board of Delegates is tasked with recommending and voting on candidates to serve on the EC.  In 

June we will have potentially have three vacancies on the EC.  We are gathering names for our April 

27th meeting to vote on to fill these positions.   
 

Committee Reports: (see following pages for committee report notes) 
 

Continuing Business: 
a) Church Security/Protection Measures Update 

b) Grounds Committee: Sign Repair Project 

c) Buildings Committee: Church Doors Project 

d) Buildings Committee: Brick Wall Repair Project – Project Completed 

e) Oromo Lutheran Congregation Update – Pastor Abdi installed on March 28.   

f) Overage Discussion – Motion by Thomas/Peer to allocate the remaining Overage funds as follows: 

Maintenance Fund  $ 35,000 

HRA Dedicated Fund  $ 10,000 

MLA – Land Fund  $ 5,000 

Lutheran High – Capital  $ 5,000 

Member Tuition Fund  $ 10,000 

Oromo Fund – CLC Funds $ 26,453.24 
 

New Business: 

a) Memorial Gift Reception – Easter Banners. Motion by Thomas/Nowlin to receive the gift of Easter 

Banners on behalf of the church. 

b) Proxies and New Committee Member Ratifications.   
 

Announcements:  Next BOD Meeting 5/18/2021 

 

ADJOURN:     Motion to adjourn by S.Smith/Peer @ 8:23pm carried and the meeting closed with prayer. 

Closing Prayer:   Greg Nowlin 
 

Respectfully submitted, Russell Hollander, Secretary 
 

Next BoD Mtg: May 18 @ 7pm   Opening Prayer: Foutch/Leimkuehler   Closing Prayer: Buckner/Birch 

 



BoD Committee Reports:  

Buildings 

Rick Birch 
Lightning Electric completed work in Tumble Town closet to reroute underground conduit & prevent water 

leakage into building.  

Brick air conditioning surround on west side of building demolished and replaced by GKW Restoration. 

Pre-K fumigated for insects, and as a side benefit, the fire alarm was tested.  

Appointment scheduled for Electrical Contracting Company to test fire alarm system May 4. Time TBD. 

Pre-K walkthrough done 4/14 to cover items to be addressed before state inspection. To do list includes 

replace/repaint discolored or stained ceiling tiles, verify emergency exit door on west side of building opens easily, 

and the emergency lighting at the north end of hall (in lobby at bottom of north stairwell) is in working order – test 

switch fails to turn on lights. 

Exterior door search & inquiry ongoing 

Future Projects:  Timers & Lights, flashing repair/reattachment for 6609 Camden, loose faucet in classroom 3, new 

sidewalks and approaches on West side of church, wood restoration in sanctuary, pew resurfacing. 
Education 

Charley Buckner 
Current Enrollment is 93.  

Summer enrollment for the June Session is 36.  Summer enrollment for the July session is 37.  Both sessions are 

well ahead of previous years’ plans. There will be three classrooms for each summer session. 

Enrollment for the 2021-2022 academic year is well ahead of the 2020-2021 pace with 61 

commitments already received.  Of those 61 students, 46 have requested full-day/five-day per week enrollment. 

The March 23 Culver’s Night Out brought in $ 366.79.  The April 6 Papa John’s Night receipts have not yet been 

remitted.  The Christ Pre-K First Annual Walk-A-Thon has brought in $ 3,096.00, with more receipts anticipated. 

Standards from the Ongoing Improvement Plan (National Lutheran School Accreditation), specific to actions and 

plans that need to be addressed by the School Education Committee, were shared.  Target date has been met with 

one standard, with others assigned 2021-2022 for completion. 
Elders 

Lowell Smith 
Church Calls 4, Phone Calls 3, Attempted Phone Calls 10, In-Person 1 

Covid-19 Guidelines Review 

        a. Effective first Sunday in May the Font side is designated for non-social distanced seating and the Pulpit 

and Overflow are designated for social distanced seating. Masks will be required at all times inside the Church. 

Attendance limit increased from 90 to 130. 

        b. COVID-19 Guidance to be reviewed by Elders again in May.  
Fellowship 

Matt Wittmaier 
New Fellowship Committee Members:  Don and Sheryl O’Keefe, Susan Moore.  March 24 – served pizza, 

Mediterranean chop salad, and desert as a Lenten meal, collected $84 in donations.   

Served 4 dozen donuts on 3/21, 3/28, and 4/11, collected $90.30 in donations.  We will up the order to 6 dozen 

donuts starting on 4/18. 
Finance 

Marcus Smith 
March Plate Offerings: $48,015, $12,467 BELOW budget. 

YTD Plate Offerings:  $181,447, Deficit:  $4,189 BELOW budget. 
Grounds 

Dan Jones 
The sign and lights repair project is moving forward, we are close to a deal.   

Mowing schedule is being prepared.   
OASIS 

Tommy France 
There are no activities planned for April.  Most likely all activities will be suspended until May.  Potential 

Activities in Spring/Summer:   

- Writing support letters for confirmation class of 2020-21 

- Ice cream socially 

- KC Tour 
Outreach 

John Peer 
No calls were made in March due to COVID-19.  Hoping to resume making calls soon.   

 
Public Relations 

Duane 

Leimkuehler 

The apartment we sponsor at Hillcrest is still occupied by Elesa and her son AKing.  Still looking to update the 

pictorial wall when things finally open up. 

Stewardship 

Steve Foutch 
Average Attendance 95 (21) v. 35 (20) v. 168 (19) 

Average of 63 views of Facebook videos across the past 8 videos. 
 Treasurer 

 James Thomas 
Offerings were under budget in March by $9.507 / YTD $11,615 under. 

Expenses were under budget in March by $9,437 / YTD $21,454 under. 
Youth and 

Parish 

Education 
Greg Nowlin 

Thank you to all who helped with the Easter breakfast this year.  We served 72 and there were 17 participants in 

the egg hunt. 

Day at the Zoo rescheduled to Nov 6.  Paintball at Jaeger’s rescheduled to Sep 19. 
Past Events: 

Feb 27 – Lenten Meal, Youth served 45 people and 3 to-go meals 

Upcoming Events: 

Apr 25 – Trivia Night Fun’Raiser 

May 2 – Family Game Night  

May 12 – Movie Night 



 

Attendance (check box if present):  

x Graham  Buckner  Jones x Foutch x Pr. Arnold 

x S. Smith  L. Smith x France x Thomas x Pr. Froiland 

x Hollander x Wittmaier x Peer x Nowlin x Deac. Buchholz 

x Birch x M. Smith x Leimkuehler     

 

 

MARTIN LUTHER ACADEMY 
 

 

Saturday, May 8 – Bike and Trike Rodeo 9 am – 11 am.  This FREE event is for 
everyone ages 4 years to 12 years in the MLA parking lots.  Bike/Trike and 
Helmet are required.  Mrs. Denney and her 7-8 grade class are hosting this 
event.   
 
Sunday, May 16 - Please join us on Sunday, May 16, anytime from 1-4 pm for a 
Retirement Open House celebration for John and Nancy Maas at the Martin 
Luther Academy Gym.  At 2:30 pm there will be an opportunity for a formal 
sharing time. If you have a letter, story, or well wishes you would like to share 
with Mr. and Mrs. Maas, we welcome you to present it personally to them at 2:30 
pm or if you are unable to attend, please honor them with a card or send a 
message to be read during the sharing time.  Send cards/messages to:  
Martin Luther Academy  
c/o Rhonda Nyquist at 7112 N Overland Dr. KC, MO 64151.  
They have been good and faithful servants in Lutheran Schools for over 40 
years.  Please help us to congratulate them on their retirement.   
 
2021-22 - Enrollment is open.  Please call Lisa Martens at 816.217.6199 for an 
in-person tour or a virtual tour.  Visit our website for more details, using the 
Admissions tab.  www.martinlutheracademy.org   
Please follow this link for the new student admission form. 
https://martinlutheracademy.us19.list-
manage.com/track/click?u=be22033e56c999f2878db621e&id=c80aecf9ae&e=b0
62f2dd8e 

 

End of the Year Dates 

 

 

May 8  Saturday Bike/Trike Rodeo 

May 12  Muffins w/ Mom 

May 16 Maas' Retirement Open House    

   

 

May 27  8th Grade Graduation 

May 28  Last Day of School 

            Noon Release (12:00 pm) 

June 5  Saturday MLA GOLF Outing  

 

http://www.martinlutheracademy.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Christ Lutheran – May 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

            1 

2    8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 
6pm – Family Games Night 

3 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 
7pm – Adult 
Info Class 

4 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7pm - 
Elders 

5 

4:30pm - Weekday School 
7pm - Midweek Service - LS  

6 

6:30pm - Bells 
7 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

8 

9   Mother’s Day 

8am - Divine Service - LS         
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service  
Noon - Oromo Worship 

10 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

11 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 

12 

4:30pm - WS Movie Night 
NO Midweek Service 

13 

7pm – 
Ascension 
Service – LS  

14 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

15 

16 

8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 

17 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

18 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7pm - 
Board of 
Directors 

19 

7pm - Midweek Service - LS  
20 

6:30pm - Bells 
6pm – Pre-K 
Graduation 

21 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
Noon – 
Shepherd’s 
Staff Deadline 

22 

10am – 
Confirmation 
Practice/Pictures  
 

23  Pentecost/Confirmation 

8am - Divine Service - LS         
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service 
w/confirmation 
Noon - Oromo Worship 

24 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 
6pm – Pre-K 
Graduation 

25 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 

26 

7pm - Midweek Service 
27 

6:30pm - Bells 
9am - Pastors 
Conference @  
St. John, Farley 

28 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

29 

30  Holy Trinity 

8am - Divine Service - LS 
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 

31 Memorial 

Day 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 
 

          



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

S 

C 

H 

E 

D 

U 

L 

E 

  

o 

f 

 

S 

T 

E 

W 

A 

R 

D 

S 

H 

I 

P 
 

 
Acolytes:  8am – Brian Odegaard  10:45am – Peter Oetting  
 

Head Ushers:   8am – Dan Jones  10:45am – Shane Rogers 

Ushers:  8am – Tommy France, Jerry Pietsch 

  10:45am – Greg Heishman, Steve Brulja  

 

Elder In Charge:  8am – Watson  10:45am – Scroggins       

      5th – Henrichs; 13th – Lyons; 19th – Graham; 26th – Lewis 
 

Greeters:   8am – Tanya Cvetan  10:45am –  
 

Counter:   

 

Altar Guild:     Servers       Linens  

   5/2  Gibson/Chastain/Vincenti    Wittmaier 

   5/5  Oswald/Rothert      Wittmaier   
   5/9  Degnan/Moore      Faller 

   5/13  Rothert/Moore      Wittmaier 

   5/16  Daugherty/Duff/Howard    Wittmaier 

   5/19  Oswald/Moore      Wittmaier 

   5/23  O’Toole/Steffens/Wittmaier    Faller 

   5/26  Lewis/Wittmaier 

   5/30  Harrison/Moore      Faller/Wittmaier 

            
 

 Launder and Steam Acolyte Robes & Cottas, Pastors’ Cassocks & Surplices – Watson 
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For Home Devotions (“+” for a brief order) 

L:  In the Name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

     Hymn of the Month 

+  Verse of the Week 

     One of the appointed readings for the week 

     Devotion from a devotional book 

+  Lord’s Prayer (w/prayers for others, the Church, and the world). 

L:  Let us bless the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God! 
 

May 2nd – 8th - The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Verse of the Week: Alleluia.  The right hand of the Lord exalts, the 

right hand of the Lord does valiantly!  Alleluia.  We know that Christ 

being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has 

dominion over him.  Alleluia. 

Psalm 66:1-8 + Isaiah 12:1-6 + James 1:16-21 + John 16:5-15 
 

May 9th – 15th – The Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Verse of the Week: Alleluia.  Christ, who has redeemed us with his 

blood, is risen and has appeared unto us.  Alleluia.  I came from the 

Father and have come into the world, and now I am leaving the world 

and going to the Father.  Alleluia. 

Psalm 107:1-9 + Numbers 21:4-9 + 1 Timothy 2:1-6 + John 16:23-33 
 

May 16th – 22nd – The Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Verse of the Week: Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud.  Alleluia.  Your 

face, Lord, do I seek; hide not your face from me.  Alleluia. 

Psalm 51:1-12 + Ezekiel 36:22-28 + 1 Peter 4:7-14 + John 15:26-16:4 
 

May 23rd – 29th – Pentecost 

Verse of the Week: The Spirit of the Lord fills the world.  Alleluia.  

The righteous shall be glad.  They shall exult before God; they shall be 

jubilant with joy!  Alleluia. 

Psalm 143 + Genesis 11:1-9 + Acts 2:1-21 + John 14:23-31 
 

May 30th – June 5th – The Holy Trinity 

Verse of the Week: Blessed be the Holy Trinity and the undivided 

Unity.  Let us give glory to him because he has shown his mercy to us. 

Psalm 29 + Isaiah 6:1-7 + Romans 11:33-36 + John 3:1-17 

 

Hymn of the Month 
 

498 Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest 

 

 

 
 

5 Drive far away our wily foe, 

And Your abiding peace bestow; 

With You as our protecting guide, 

No evil can with us abide. 

 

6 Teach us to know the Father, Son, 

And You, from both, as Three in One 

That we Your name may ever bless 

And in our lives the truth confess. 
 

D 7 Praise we the Father and the Son 

And Holy Spirit, with them One, 

And may the Son on us bestow 

The gifts that from the Spirit flow! 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 



A Stewardship Lesson from God’s Word… 1 Corinthians 9:13-14 
 

St. Paul teaches us: “Do you not know that those who are employed in the temple service 
get their food from the temple, and those who serve at the altar share in the sacrificial offerings? In the 
same way, the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the gospel should get their living by the 
gospel” (1 Cor. 9:13–14). In other words, ministers of the Gospel are supported by the 
offerings of those who are served by them.  

And this is how the church lives even now. It is standard practice. But this 
deserves closer examination. For it instructs us not just that we are to give but also 
what we are to give. And it does so with four little words: “In the same way …”  

St. Paul is building his case for supporting the preachers of the Gospel with the 
sacrificial giving of individual members on the example of the Old Testament people 
who supported the Levites with their offerings and sacrifices. We’re to support the 
Gospel ministry “in the same way.” But how did the Old Testament people support the 
Levites?  

Moses records this: “You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from the field 
year by year. And before the Lord your God, in the place that he will choose, to make his name dwell 
there, you shall eat the tithe of your grain, of your wine, and of your oil, and the firstborn of your herd 
and flock, that you may learn to fear the Lord your God always” (Deut. 14:22–23). The Levites 
were supported by the tithe, 10 % of all the yearly yield of that which was harvested. 

Does that seem like a lot? Does it surprise you that St. Paul instructs us that we 
are to support the New Testament Gospel ministry “in the same way?” If it does, ask 
yourself: Is the church’s job in the New Testament bigger or smaller than the Levites’ 
job in the Old Testament? Back then, there was one Temple, and the ministry was 
almost exclusively located in one nation among the descendants of Abraham. In 
Matthew 28, Jesus calls us to teach and baptize all nations, and there are churches and 
ministries all around the world! How could we support this new Gospel ministry with 
anything less than the Israelites supported the Old Testament ministry? 

Of course, we are free to give more, for we have received more than those in 
the Old Testament. We have received the fullness of God’s revelation, the fullness of 
His salvation, and the fulfillment of everything that God promised to do. For we have 
received Christ, God’s own Son, in the flesh, who took upon himself our sins and in 
exchange gave us his righteousness. The Father claimed us as his own in Holy 
Baptism. He gathers us together in the place where his name dwells to feast on the 
first fruits of the resurrection, the risen and living body and blood of His Son – our 
Lord Jesus. He reminds us that we are His, that all things are ours because we belong 
to Him. He blesses us here in time with physical and spiritual gifts.  

In the same way – and in response to His fatherly divine goodness and mercy – 
we gladly give to those who proclaim to us “the excellencies of him who called us out of 
darkness and into his marvelous light.” For once we were not a people, but now we are 
God’s people; once we had not received mercy, but now we have indeed (1 Peter 2:9–
10). 

 


