
  

 

Dear Parish-family, 

 How was your Easter?  Would you describe it as pleasant?  Or, did you suffer through it 

because you never experienced one quite like it?  Being separated from the ones you love is never 

easy – whether that be family at home or at church.  Additionally, the U.S. is keeping vigil for 

thousands of sick loved ones, there are those shrouded in grief over death, and millions of 

Americans suddenly find themselves unemployed.  For those struggling with mental illness, 

prolonged isolation might pull them toward even greater despair.  Good or bad, Easter 2020 is one 

you will never forget. 

 And yet the good news is that it is still Easter.  Truth be told, the Easter story revolves around 

the profound suffering of Jesus on Good Friday – He must suffer and die in order to be raised from 

the grave.  Yet even with His trials in view, Jesus devoted His life and ministry to healing people’s 

hurts and grieving for their suffering.  In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus blesses the poor, the 

mourners, the meek, the hungry, and the thirsty.  He was the Savior of those who suffer earthly 

tribulations.  He suffers for the sufferers – goes down to death in order to bring us back to life again.  

This is our Easter message even today, in the month of May. 

 Jesus is our “Wounded Healer.”  His Word and Sacraments are the means by which He brings 

this healing to us.  He also brings healing to us through those He provides for our care.  We become 

“wounded healers” when Christ uses us to serve others who suffer – when God’s Word of comfort is 

on our lips or our hands are put to use to feed the hungry or bandage the wounds of the infirmed. 

 But being “separated” makes this very hard.  Touch is a very important part of being a 

“wounded healer.”  Grief is a shared thing.  Humans were made to live in community with one 

another and all the isolation we experience is not normal.  Embodied presence is how we learn to 

comfort one another.  It’s how we recharge our social batteries.  It’s how we encounter care and the 

expression of love.  It’s seen when we looks into one another’s eyes or felt through one another’s 

touch.  We need this touch.  We need this community.  We need someone reaching out and 

embracing the parts of us where it hurts the most.   

 As I write this here in the middle of April, right in the shadow of Easter Sunday, this is what I 

desperately lack at the moment.  It was strange and a bit sad to celebrate Easter during this time of 

profound separation from human community.  I am grateful, however, that Easter shows Christians a 

faith that does not exclude the body and its sufferings – even when bodies can’t gather together. 

 As of the beginning of May, God’s people are not yet back in the Lord’s House encountering 

our “Wounded Healer” as a community.  We need community and the church will always be just 

that.  As the church, it is good that we are out in the world as those who are God’s wounded healer 

instruments.  However, even those who care for others need to be cared for by the church through 

Jesus’ touch.  And beloved, we encounter that together when He gathers us as His guests around the 

Lord’s Table.  Yes, this is community.  This is the church – always receiving and always giving. 

In Christ’s Service, 

Pastor Arnold  
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The Holy Spirit and His Work 
 The last day of this month (May 31st) is the day that we will celebrate the Feast of 
Pentecost, the third great feast of the church year (Christmas and Easter being the first 
two).  Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost.  It 
has been our parish-family’s custom to celebrate the Holy Spirit by the specific work He 
does in the lives of our youth catechumens on the day of their confirmation.  On Pentecost, 
our confirmands will confess for themselves the gift that they already have: salvation in 
Christ Jesus which was applied to them through Holy Baptism and God’s Word.  They will 
use their God-given gift of reason to confess and make vows regarding the faith which they 
have received.  Not that reason adds anything to our salvation, as Luther clearly states in 
explaining the Creed’s third article on the Holy Spirit (“I cannot by my own reason or 
strength believe in Jesus Christ my Lord or come to Him …”), but reason still is a gift 
(among others) endowed to us by our Creator by which we should give glory to Him. 
 

 What do the Scriptures say about the Holy Spirit? What does He look like? In two 
places the New Testament gives some description of Him.  First, at the Baptism of Jesus, 
the Holy Spirit is described: “the Spirt of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on 
[Jesus].” (Matt. 3:16)  This imagery of the Holy Spirit (“like a dove”) is most often used in 
artistic depictions of the third person of the Trinity.  While this can be helpful, it’s 
important to remember that the Holy Spirit is not literally a dove.  Many places in the 
Scriptures use similes (comparisons that use “like” or “as”) to describe the indescribable 
realities there in.  Two examples occur in the account of the death and resurrection of our 
Lord.  When Jesus prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane, “His sweat became like great 
drops of blood falling down to the ground” (Luke 22:44).  Jesus didn’t literally sweat blood, 
though His blood would flow aplenty later (John 19:34)! Also, at Christ’s resurrection, 
those guarding the tomb “became like dead men” (Matt. 28:4).  The guards didn’t literally 
die in that moment, but appeared to be dead.   
 

 So it is also with descriptors of the Holy Spirit in the Pentecost event.  To the 
Apostles, “divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them” 
(Acts 2:3).  Literal fire did not rest over the disciples’ heads, but this was the best way that 
St. Luke could describe for us what others witnessed on the first Pentecost.  The apostles 
began speaking in tongues so that all could understand the Gospel in their own language 
(Acts 2:4, 7-11).  The Holy Spirit’s extraordinary miracles gave way to His ordinary 
miracles of Word and Sacrament (Acts 2:38, 42).   
 

The Holy Spirit’s work is necessary.  The salvation Christ won on the cross has truly 
happened.  But unless the Holy Spirit applies that salvation to us personally and 
individually, it will remain hidden from us.  Within the Church the Holy Spirit, through 
preaching and through the sacraments, forgives us and keeps us in the faith.  In this sense, 
there is no salvation outside the Church.  In the Church the Holy Spirit uses His power to 
forgive our sins and continues to do this until the end of time, for we cannot do it on our 
own.          
 

In Christ’s Service, 
 

Pastor Froiland 
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 YOUTH NEWS   
 

SR-LYF       JR-LYF  
              Grades 9-12                                                Grades 6-8   

LYF FLOAT TRIP 
June 5–7 James River/Branson, MO 

 

Even with “Stay At Home” orders in place for the 
near future, planning continues for our annual early 
summer trip. 
 

The annual LYF Float Trip will take us to the James 
River and to Branson for a full day at Silver Dollar 
City.  Also included will be time spent go-karting, 
miniature golfing, attending “Noah” at the Sight and 
Sound Theater, and attending church at Faith 
Lutheran Church-LCMS in Branson.  
 
A BIG THANK YOU to Larry and Heidi Scroggins for 
providing accommodations for this event!  Contact 
Deacon IMMEDIATELY if your name was not listed 
on the Sign-Up poster in the Fellowship Commons 
and you wish to attend.  Only five spots remain! 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Little Lambs       Kids For Christ    
         Infant-Kindergarten                 Grades 1-5                                

DAGG PARK PLAY DAY 

AND ICE CREAM 
Friday, June 12        6:00 – 8:00 PM 

 

Little Lambs, Kids For Christ, (and JR-LYF member 
siblings) are invited to an early evening of play and 
some ice cream at Dagg Park.  Water jets and 
fountains, along with climbing apparatus and 
regular playground features make this park a BLAST 
for our LL and KFC youth!  
 

Our group will meet at Dagg Park, any time after 
6:00 PM, for some play time and then Ice Cream at 
7:00 PM. 
 

Dagg Park is located at 701 E. 21st Avenue – North 
Kansas City (just off Armour Road). 
 

Friends are certainly invited!  Please provide your 
own transportation.  ADULTS…STAY AND PLAY! 
 

 
 

SR-LYF/JR-LYF/Kids For Christ  
          Grades 9-12            Grades 6-8                     Grades 1-5      

HEIT’S POINT 
SUMMER CAMPS 

June – July                      Lincoln, MO 
Individual camp session descriptions and 
registration forms have now been posted on the 
church website!   
 

A $ 125.00 campership will be made available for 
the Youth of our Parish who wish to attend any of 
Heit’s Point Camp’s summer offerings.  Contact 
Deacon as soon as possible for information.  

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq03
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq03


We get letters…… 
 

Dear Christ Lutheran Church, 

Thank you for our ongoing nurturing and financial support.  In this time of 

craziness, your investment in hope through Hillcrest Platte County is getting 

a great return!  Together we are making a difference!!  Thank you! Donice    Phil. 4:6-7 

 

Many thanks to our Pastors, Deacon, and Eunice for our daily messages.  We are so 

thankful for the messages and information and the availability of you all!  Having our 

services available on line, daily devotions with our Pastors, watching Deacon have a 

service with the children, knowing how much Eunice is doing so that we receive 

information like The Shepherd Staff are all blessings and we are so appreciative!   

           The Cozads 

 

Dear Christ Lutheran Church members, 

Because Jesus lives, we will live also.  The Apostle Paul writes: Now if we have died with 

Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the 

dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. Romans 6:8-9 

Thank you for your support of Issues, Etc. and our message of Jesus’ victory over sin, 

death, and the devil.  May the crucified and risen Jesus comfort and strengthen you with 

His imperishable Life!  Todd Wilken, Host of Issue, Etc. 

 

The Wittenberg Choir that was scheduled to perform in May has 

cancelled their tour.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Greetings from Christ Lutheran Pre – K! 

 WOW, I never imagined I would be 

writing this newsletter during a global 

pandemic.  I pray all of you are staying 

safe and healthy.   

 We have been out of session since March 16, 2020 due to Spring 

Break and the order from Governor Parson for all Missouri schools to be 

closed during this time.  It absolutely breaks my heart that we won’t be 

finishing the school year but I know it is the right decision.  

 I want to say a HUGE thank you to all of the Pre – K staff; they have 

been AMAZING through all of this.  The teachers have put lesson packets 

together for every student in their classrooms so they can still have some 

sort of normal while distance learning.  Mrs. Buchholz, Mrs. Daley, Ms. 

Angela, & Mrs. Perkowski – I can’t say enough how much I appreciate all of 

you during this time; you all have stepped up without any hesitation.  

 Please continue to keep all of the Pre-K families and the staff and 

their families in your prayers during this time.   

Blessings, 

Mrs. Kristina Fredde 
  

******************************************** 
May – June Acolytes 

  8:00am     10:45am  
 

 

May  Brian Odegaard    Brandon Cuda, Dallas Boeka 
5/21 – Ascension 7pm – Brian Odegaard; 5/31 Pentecost extra @10:45 – Forrest Boynton, Peter Odegaard 
 
June  Chadron Cummins    Alex Smith, Peter Oetting 

 

Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do not stare 
out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing hymns and 
participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no later 
than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship!! 
 

Jacob Baker 10:45am 866-4093 
Dallas Boeka 10:45am 419-5292 
Forrest Boynton 10:45am 326-7191 
Brandon Cuda 10:45am 419-6976 
Chadron Cummins  8am 550-6829 
Connor Henry 8am 584-2988 
Gus Jones 8am 547-4751 

Joshua Keller sub 734-1962 
Jarien Montgomery 10:45am 785-341-9397 
Brian Odegaard 8am 665-5929 
Peter Oetting 10:45am 853-6277 
Alex Smith 10:45am 407-7542 
Joseph Winfrey 10:45am 898-3846 



 
 

5/1 Christopher Watts 

 Hannah Froiland 

5/2 Rick Birch 

5/4 Griffin Clark 

5/5 Keith Crystal 

 Greg Goodson 

 Honor Foutch 

 Peyton Keck-Fizer 

5/6 Candace Ramos 

 Edna Oswald 

 Kalyn Ziller 

5/7 Jim Stavenau 

5/10 Amanda Huff 

5/11 Sandy Koren 

 Angela Pfeffinger 

 Vanessa Sedlak 

5/12 Mark Reinhardt 

5/14 Kristy Rothert 

 Teresa Saving 

 Kimberly Brewer 

 Amy McCollum 

5/15 Carolyn Enyeart 

 Melissa Goodson 

 Alicia Eberth 

 Daniel Brinkmeyer 

5/16 Kingston Malone 

5/17 Janice Alexander 

 Logan Grace 

5/18 Billie Elliott 

 Helen Baker 

 Katie Hester 

5/19 Amanda Allegree 

 Sarah Longnecker 

 Parker Peterson 

5/20 Paul Naher 

 Michelle Martin 

 Deacon Buchholz 

 David Brown 

 Amy McCoy 

 Page Mann 

5/21 Susan Moore 

 Richard Purdy 

 Annette Williamson 

5/22 Kelly Yulich 

5/24 Daniel Czamanske 

 Patricia Thielen 

 Alice Trager 

 Jeffrey Houghtlin 

 Connor Bosworth 

5/25 Kristen Cremer 

5/26  Jeremy Jaschen 

 Isaac Froiland 

5/27 Ronald Bicsak 

 Terry Kraft 

5/29 Lindsy Monroe 

 Elena Araujo 

5/30 Karen Siegel 

 Timothy Houghtlin 

5/31 Mason Rogers

 

 

******************************************** 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

Verna Cox 

August 19, 1936 – April 19, 2020 

 

Kim Heermann 

November 15, 1955 – April 20, 2020 

 
 

“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.”  Psalm 116:15 
 

 

 
 

 

 



With all the changes and unusual situation surrounding the recent situations with the 

COVID-19 virus, we are all see how important it is to be able to be in good communication 

with each other.  Please get us your email addresses so you can be added to the church 

email list, and be sure to go to our church website (christlc.net) to keep updated. Our 

website has links in the top right corner (in the Contact Us box) where you can connect to 

our Facebook page and also our YouTube channel.  We are trying to keep you updated as 

well as having worship/devotional opportunities for you in these places.  Thank you for the 

prayers and support during this very unusual time. Also, let me reiterate yet another 

blessing you have been for your Christ Lutheran Parish-family. God bless all of you for 

remembering your church with your offerings during this time away from God’s House. So 

many of you have sent in your offerings… some have sent in offerings that are “over and 

above” the gifts that you normally share. We can’t thank all of you enough. Don’t forget 

about our electronic option of giving through Tithe.ly. Pastor Froiland and Stewardship 

Director Jeff Ferguson have more information on this if you need help. As you know, the 

work of your Church still continues while you are away, so this remembrance is important 

for all of us. God bless you and thank you! 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 Orchids and Onions 
Orchids to all who came by and greeted your pastors as they handed out Palm 
Branches on the Saturday before Palm Sunday.  What a sight for sore eyes all of you were.  We loved 
to see you and greet you with a blessing.   

Orchids to all of you who continue to tune into our Facebook Livestream and keep up with our family 
devotions on our YouTube channel. 
Orchids to all of you who have continued your Stewardship of treasure – although away from church during 
the month of April.  Thank you for mailing it in or using the Tithe.ly application.  Although we cannot 
gather, the church continues to function.  Thank you. 
Orchids to Becki Graham for her tireless video work.  She Livestreams the Services as well as posts the videos 
on YouTube.  She also created the beautiful Holy Week and Easter ads on Facebook.  We couldn’t do it 
without you, Becki.  Thank you. 
Orchids to Joe and Jolie Graham for all they did during the Services for Holy Week and Easter.  Joe ran the 
lights and Jolie ran the “backup” camera and recorded all the Services.  You guys did a wonderful job.  Thank 
you so much. 
Orchids to Carolyn who has played organ for a majority of our “quarantine” Livestream Services including 
Easter Sunday.  For Laurie Folken and Ann Bullard who also played during Holy Week.  For Andrea 
Arnold who played the piano during the Easter Vigil Service.  Thank you to all of you.  Because of you, our 
Holy Week and Easter had beautiful music.  
Orchids to the Arnold family and a special effort from Eunice, our parish secretary, for assembling our April 
Shepherd’s Staff 
Orchids to the Eberth Family who have been doing so much to keep our grounds maintained. 
Orchids to Doug Gibson for all he does in the garage to keep the mowers going.  Thank you, Doug. 
Orchids to all of you who keep your church in your prayers during these challenging times. 
 

 



MARTIN LUTHER ACADEMY NEWS 
 

Governor Parson’s shared that students will not return to their physical 
buildings this school year.  Even having a confident idea that this was going 
to happen, it still was disappointing to hear.   Last week, I was walking the 
school building and there was a sense of emptiness that tried to consume me. 
 At the end of each day, the teachers and I meet with each other to share 
information, frustrations, and successes.  I shared with the teachers that it felt 
like defeat, but as I looked at the Zoom screen, I could see in their faces that 

there was no defeat.  The teachers showed a confidence that they were going to continue to 
work hard to provide a top education for the students.  There was no defeat, but an 
understanding that this is our new (short term) norm.  Although we miss physically being 
around our students and each other, we are grateful for the ability to see and share with 
everyone daily.  We are still a strong community founded in our victorious Christ. 
   
We are continuing to plan for the rest of this year and prepare for next year.  We do not have 
all the answers but we are planning alternatives for the events we had on the calendar.  Some 
events will be postponed while others will be recreated.  One of those events is “Donuts with 
Dad’s” which is renamed “Breakfast with Dad.”  We are encouraging families to log into Zoom 
using the chapel ID, during breakfast, listen to some jokes, watch some magic tricks, and hear 
stories from our National Junior Honor Society members.  We encourage everyone to stay 
logged in for chapel, which will be led by Pr. Joe Robb.  He served inner-city Milwaukee 
Congregations and now serves as the Vice President to Missions in the California LCMS 
district. 
This is a challenging time, but it is only a season.  During this unusual time, I encourage you 
to communicate with teachers and myself if it’s too much or not enough work.  You can also 
communicate if it’s just right.  We are here to help.  We want our students to continue to grow 
spiritually, emotionally, and academically.  
There is a meme on Facebook going around, sharing not to stress about this year and that we 
would work to get everyone caught up when we return in the fall because that's what we do.  I 
believe that the hard work everyone is putting forth right now will make it easier when we 
return to school in the fall.   We will fall back into a routine while implementing new strategies 
and resources that we have learned during this time.  I find it a joy working with our teachers, 
with our students, and most importantly you. Thank you. Mr. Dixon, Principal  

 

 The Lutheran High School of Kansas 
City's 31st Annual Affair of the Heart 
Auction has been rescheduled for 
Saturday, May 30th.  The auction 
committee has decided to run an 
online silent auction beginning on 

Monday, May 18th through Saturday, May 30th.  On the 30th from 7 to 8 p.m. we will produce a 
"virtual" auction of our Live items as well as the annual Fund-the-Need Appeal.  You may receive an 
invitation to the online event by registering on the lhskc.com website under the Auction tab, or by 
calling 816-241-5478 and leaving a message. The committee plans to schedule an Affair of the Heart 
celebration party in the late fall where all contributors to our event will celebrate with food, drink, 
music and fun.  So, please support our event by registering to participate, by donating an item or 
service, by inviting a friend or two to our online event, and most importantly by praying for the 
success of this venture.  We need to fill a hole in our budget so we may continue to “Prepare lives for 
Today, Tomorrow and Eternity”. 

http://lhskc.com/


Fellow Parishioners,  
 

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. The Elder’s Committee is charged with assisting 
the Pastor in all matters pertaining to the spiritual welfare of the parish-family. As such, the Elders are 
thinking of you and pray that the Lord be with you and keep you and your family safe from the Coronavirus. 
All of us are impacted one way or another by the Coronavirus and for your elders, besides not being able to 
assist with church services, we miss being able to make calls on our parish family. 
 

The Pastors have done an excellent job of communicating church activities via the church’s website at 
www.christlc.net and via email. They have performed live church services on Sundays and Wednesdays 
during lent, Holy Week, and Easter Sunday on Facebook. All these services are stored on the church’s 
YouTube channel for your viewing along with daily family devotion videos. All this and more are available 
via the church’s website at www.christlc.net. If you are having trouble with the website and/or viewing the 
videos, please contact your district elder (listed below) for help.  
 

Fellow redeemed, as Pastor Arnold stated in the April Shepherd’s Staff “In this climate of uncertainty, God 
sends His messengers to share the Good News. This Good News is as sure and certain today as it was in the 
day that Jesus gave it. The Good News continues even when we are unable to be in church.”  
 

Please let us know how we can serve you during these challenging times.  
District 
#1 Tom Watson & Shawn Smith  
#2 Tim Oetting & John Henrichs  
#3 Jeff Ferguson & Lowell Smith  
#4 Jerry Pietsch & Russell Hollander  
#5 Jeff Faller & Ken Lyons  
#6 Herb Steffens & Kevin Smith  
#7 Larry Sperl & Phil Daley  
#8 Roger Lewis & Derek Rothert 
At Large: Larry Scroggins 
(To ascertain which Elder’s District you are in, look for the text “Elder’s District” under your name in your 
church phone directory)  
 

In His Service,  
Lowell Smith, Director of Elder’s Committee 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Christ Lutheran Church - Minutes of Board of Directors Meeting – April 16, 2020 
Opening Prayer:  Rick Birch    
 

Study: Pastors  
 

Discipleship Action:  

a) Accessions Communicant: 

o None 

b) Accessions Baptized:   

o None 

c) Deletions: 

o Jaclyn Ehr, released at own request 

Motion to approve Accessions and Deletions by L. Smith/Spidle carried  
 

Minutes:  

A motion by Hollander/M. Smith to approve the minutes from March 2020 carried. 
 

Senior Pastor’s Report:  

a) This month’s study – Where in the World is God?...The One Thing Needed. 
b) Sunday morning worship will continue to be Livestreamed at least for the next three Sundays (April 19th, 26th, May 3rd).  Stay 

a home orders persist through April 30th and into May. 
c) Join us for Tuesday evening Bible study on Zoom.  Topics include the Sunday morning readings.  All zoom invitations will 

be shared through the church email distribution list. 



d) Daily Devotions – as long as we are under quarantine orders, Pastor Froiland and myself will be recording daily devotions on 

YouTube and posting them to our church’s Facebook page.  Do take advantage of sharing these devotions with others. 
e) You may want to consider how your committee can step up and be useful during these difficult times.  Do we need a food 

collection at the church for the hungry?  Are there other needs in the community and the church that are not being met that 

your committee could consider doing?  Now is the time for a little creative thinking. 
f) Although Holy Week and Easter Services were all Livestream, we had good responses and a wide viewership.  We are 

thankful to the church musicians and the Graham family who made it all possible through their gifts of time and talent.  

These days of quarantine are a challenge for all of us.  But we are grateful that the Word of God continues to be delivered 

through electronic means.  May God continue to richly bless and keep us all. 
g) The Shepherd’s Staff remains our most effective means of getting information to our members about up-coming events. 

Please use The Shepherd’s Staff for your committee announcements. 
h) Please continue to point people to our website for status updates and information on services and devotions.  
i) And finally, please remember your church concerning your stewardship of treasure.  Even though we are not here physically, 

the needs around the church continue.  The Lord bless you and keep you all.  Thank you. 
 

Assistant Pastor’s Report: 

a) I have created at page for our parish-family at www.Lutheranliturgy.org.  This website highlights Lutheran congregations 

across the world who use traditional liturgy and hymnody in their worship.  This will benefit our church by getting our 

information out there to for people to view online and someday visit our church in person, God willing.   
b) Thank you to Jeff Ferguson for putting together a great summary of stewardship and offering giving options in the previous 

Shepherd’s Staff Newsletter.       
 

Deacon’s Report:  
a) Sunday Morning:  March Attendance 62 v 69 (19) 
b) During the Week: March Attendance 22 v 32 (19) 
c) Weekday School: March Attendance 39 v 47 (19)  
d) Thrivent Choice:  $2,781 approximately year to date 
e) Preferred dates are July 27-30 2020 for VBS, leadership kit has arrived, planning postponed for now. 
f) Activities listed in youth below 

 

President’s Report:    
a) Thank you to everyone for your extra hard work during these challenging times. 

 

Committee Reports: (see following pages for committee report notes) 
 

Continuing Business: 
a) Church Security/Protection Measures Update 

a. Rick Birch and Lowell Smith installed locks in the two doors in the overflow room folding wall panels 
b) 2020 Proxy Designations and Approvals 
c) Committee Member Ratifications 
d) COVID-19 Update/Response 

 

New Business: 

a) CARES Act Funds 
a. The SBA had made some funding available for loans which entities like Christ Lutheran and Christ Lutheran Pre-K 

would be eligible to apply for to help meet expenses like payroll during the pandemic.  The initial funds have all 

been claimed, but more may be available in the future depending on possible acts of congress.  The Board may 

consider applying for these loans in the future if more funds become available and there appears to be a need.  No 

action was taken at this time. 
b) Honorarium for the Graham Family. 

a. To acknowledge the great help and service of the Graham family with the church service live streams and social 

media during the pandemic, a motion by M. Smith/Peer to present an honorarium scholarship in the amount of $500 

for current of future MLA tuition for Jolene Graham carried unanimously. 
Announcements: 

a) Next Meeting Thursday May 14 @ 7pm 
 

ADJOURN:     Motion to adjourn by S. Smith/L. Smith @ 8:32 carried and the meeting closed with prayer. 
Closing Prayer:   John Peer  
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Russell Hollander, Secretary 
 

Next BoD Meeting:  May 14 @ 7pm  Opening Prayer:  O’Toole/Hollander Closing Prayer:  Nowlin/Rothert



BoD Committee Reports:  
Buildings 

Rick Birch 
Roof:  Awaiting final repair estimate from Ray Linder with Pyramid, after which we will evaluate all bids. 

Sliding Partition Wall:  Installed locking hardware to the sliding wall partition with the assistance of Lowell Smith.  

Possible fine tuning and enhancements to be made to the mechanism at a future date.  It has been noticed that the 

wall support track is separating from the church structure.  Need to initiate contact with the company who installed 

the wall to discuss the method used to attach the support track and correct. 

Electrical Panel:  Jeff Ferguson looked at the bids for the electrical panel work and provided much-appreciated 

feedback based on his knowledge of past work done at the church.  Would like to contact Lightning Electric to 

initiate work based on their estimate.   

Electronic Contracting Company:  Fire alarm testing due in April, cost is $520 

Lowell Smith repaired a cracked pew in the sanctuary. 

Future Projects:  Gutter issues on North side of church, LED lights in Ephphatha Room, cleaning of piscina in 

sacristy, conversion of doors and windows in patio area from steel to aluminum, new sidewalks and approaches on 

West side of church, new privacy structure around HVAC units near the offices entrance, wood restoration in 

sanctuary, pew resurfacing. 
Education 

Stephen O’Toole 
Due to the extended stay-at-home order issued by the Governor of Missouri, Pre-K will not resume classes for the 

remainder of the Spring 2020 session.  The SOC has tentatively agreed on Summer School Session 1 for the return of 

students, pending further developments in regard to COVID-19.  Parents will be surveyed to determine how many 

will want to attend summer school.  Pre-K checking account balance is $222,108.  Pre-K teachers and Director will 

continue to receive their salaries and health insurance through the end of the school year.  Pre-K parents were 

surveyed and given the option of receiving a full reimbursement for remaining school-year tuition, and several 

families have generously asked the Pre-K to keep their tuition to help pay teachers and staff. Teacher Appreciation 

Week May 4-10.  Bids will continue to be sought for playground equipment renovation. 
Elders 

Lowell Smith 
Phone Calls 66, attempted calls 50, personal calls 3. 

Rick Birch and Lowell Smith installed locks on the two doors in the overflow folding wall panels. 
Fellowship 

Matt Wittmaier 
Donut deliveries were cancelled for April 5 and 19 due to COVID-19.  Cake to be ordered for May 31 confirmation 

celebration.  Hoping to plan for upcoming ‘Steak and Swim’ soon. 
Finance 

Marcus Smith 
MAR Plate Offerings: $59.387, $213 BELOW budget. 

YTD Plate Offerings:  $167,881, Deficit:  $10,917 BELOW budget  
Grounds 

Chuck Eberth 
Slightly over budget YTD because of snow removal and mower maintenance expenses, anticipate being back within 

budget by the 1st of June. 

Mowing schedule has been sent out and the mowing season has begun. 

A church member/lawn crew member generously offered to buy a zero turn mower and donate it to the church, 

scheduled to be delivered the evening of April 17th.  

Spring Clean-up this Saturday April 18th from 8am-2pm, outdoors only with appropriate social distancing 

maintained. 

Still in need of grounds crew volunteers, anyone interested please contact Chuck Eberth 
OASIS 

Derek Rothert 
Activities that have been scheduled for April have been cancelled. Activities for May might possibly be rescheduled 

as well.   
Outreach 

Matt Miller 
March 2020 – eleven calls were made, two were unreachable due to residing in a secured building, one was in a 

building not allowing visitors due to COVID-19.  One retained for future visit. 

April 2020 – no calls due to COVID-19. 
Public Relations 

Duane 

Leimkuehler 

Our resident Kristin is still in the apartment.  She has all of her classes and is eligible to get her driver’s license back.  

When the pandemic eases, she will be looking for a place of her own to move to. 

Stewardship 

Jeff Ferguson 
All member offering envelopes have been submitted.  Representing the comparison of attendees in person in years 

past to viewers of the live stream services during the COVID-19 pandemic will be attempted. 
 Treasurer 

Andrew Spidle 
Offerings were under budget in March by $213 /  YTD $10,917 under. 

Expenses were under budget in Marcy by $5,287 / YTD $7,272 under. 

At the end of March, there was a $7,514 surplus of cash to restricted funds. 
Youth and 

Parish 

Education 
Greg Nowlin 

Weekday School Movie Night that was scheduled for May 13th has been postponed and will be rescheduled since the 

stay-at-home order is in effect through May 15th. 

 

 
Attendance (check box if present):  

x Lewis x O’Toole x Eberth x Ferguson x Pr. Arnold 

x S. Smith x L. Smith x Rothert x Spidle  x Pr. Froiland 

x Hollander x Wittmaier x Peer x Nowlin x Deac. Buchholz 

x Birch x M. Smith  Leimkuehler     

 

 



Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

Kansas City, Missouri and Platte County have issued a “Stay Home” order in effect through May 15th, 

2020.  As a result, we will continue to suspend all church activities, including Sunday and Wednesday 

Worship, until the conclusion of the order.  Until then we will Livestream and share Sunday morning 

Worship Services. Do tune in and join us.   
 

Here are the instructions. 

Sunday morning at 9 a.m. we will Livestream the Divine Service through Facebook live.  Everyone 

is encouraged to join us and tune in for this event. You do not need to have a Facebook account to 

watch the video Livestream.  Here are the instructions if you DO NOT have a Facebook account: 

1) Go to https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod or go to our website 

www.christlc.net 

2) If you go the website, a banner will pop up that says, “Facebook Livestream.” Click that button. 

3) Now you are on our church’s Facebook page (another banner might pop up that asks you to sign-

in.  Just click the “not now” button if this happens.  You do not need to sign-in or create an 

account).  On the left side of your screen you should see a tab that says “Video” with a red 

“Live” next to it.  Click that tab.  You should be able to view our Livestream feed from here. 
 

YouTube Channel: Don’t forget that all our videos are on our Christ Lutheran YouTube page. You can 

find the page by going to www.youtube.com and then typing “Christ Lutheran Platte Woods” into the 

search line. You will find daily family devotions, Wednesday Services, and Sunday morning D.S. on 

this page. 
 

Pastoral Care/Visitation:  Reminder, please contact Pastor Froiland or me for individual pastoral care 

needs. Because there is a “Stay Home” order in place, we are limited as to how pastoral care will be 

carried out.  Emergencies will be treated differently than an individual’s need for conversation and/or 

consultation.  We will determine the response based on each case.  
 

Love Thy Neighbor: Reminder, please check on your neighbors. Is there anything they need?  Keep 

them in the forefront of your prayers during these difficult days.  Pray for our nation and our world 

during this time of a global pandemic.  Christ’s Word and His work joins “separated” Christians 

together in the same work.  Remain in the Word of God.  In this changing world, God’s Word never 

changes.  We need Him more now than ever.  And we have Him. 
 

Remember Your Church: Don’t forget to pray for your church staff here at Christ Lutheran.  Don’t 

forget that your call to be Good Stewards of our Time, Talent and Treasure continues during this time 

as well.  You may utilize “Tithe.ly” (talk to Pr. Froiland or Jeff Ferguson for more info) or you may 

mail your offerings to the church directly. 
 

Dear Christians, when uncertainty abides in the hearts and lives of God’s people, one thing remains 

sure… Jesus never leaves us.  Our Savior knows our sufferings and despair better than we do.   

“Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom” Psalm 90:12. 
 

In Christ’s Service, 

Pastor Arnold 

****************************************************************** 

The 2nd Annual St. Stephen Lutheran Church Charity Golf Tournament is scheduled for 
Saturday August 29th at Excelsior Springs Golf Course.  This four-person scramble golf 
tournament benefits the Liberty Women’s Clinic. The tournament features multiple flights 
(ladies welcome), prizes, hole competitions and significant door prizes.  Lunch will be provided 
before awards. Appropriate golf attire is required such as collared shirts and no denim. Our 
sincere appreciation is extended to our sponsors, volunteers, and participants. The $95.00 per 
golfer entry fee serves as a potential tax deduction. Proceeds will help support the important 
work that the Liberty Women’s Clinic continues to do. Registration begins at 7:00 AM with an 
8:00 AM Tee-Off. If you’d like more information, you can contact Robert Brinser at 
r.brinser@specialtyrolledmetals.com.  

https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod
http://www.christlc.net/
http://www.youtube.com/
mailto:r.brinser@specialtyrolledmetals.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Christ Lutheran – May 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

          1 

NO Men’s  
Bible Study 

2 

3    

9am – Divine Service Livestream 
followed by Bible Study 

4 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

5 

7pm - Bible Study 
via Zoom 
 

6 

5pm – Confirmation via 
Zoom 
NO Midweek Service  

7 

7pm – Elders 
via Zoom 
 

8 

NO Men’s  
Bible Study 

9 

10   Mother’s Day 

9am – Divine Service Livestream 
      followed by Bible Study 

11 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

12 

7pm - Bible Study 
via Zoom 
 

13 

Movie Night Postponed 
NO Midweek Service  

14 

7pm - Board 
of Directors 
via Zoom 
 

15 

NO Men’s  
Bible Study 

16 

17   8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 
3:30pm – Adult Information Class 

18 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 
 

19 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
Noon - Shepherd’s 
Staff Deadline 
 

20 

NO Midweek Service  

21 

7pm – 
Ascension 
Service – LS  
 

22 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
 

23 
 

24   8am - Divine Service - LS         
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service  
Noon - Oromo Worship 
3:30pm – Adult Information Class 

25 Memorial 
Day 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 
Office 
Closed 

26 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
11:30am – Collate 
Shepherd’s Staff 
 

27 

7pm - Midweek Service  

28 

 
29 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

30 

10am – 
Practice/ 
Pictures for 
Confirmands 

31 Pentecost/Confirmation 

8am - Divine Service - LS         
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service  
Noon - Oromo Worship - LS  
3:30pm – Adult Information Class 
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Acolytes:  8am – Brian Odegaard  10:45am – Brandon Cuda, Dallas Boeka 
 Ascension 5/21 @7pm – Brian Odegaard  
 Pentecost 5/31 @10:45am – Forrest Boynton, Peter Oetting 
  
Head Ushers:   8am – John Peer 10:45am – Shane Rogers 

Ushers:  8am – Tommy France, Jerry Pietsch     

  10:45am – Matt Miller, Steve Brujla 

 

Elder In Charge:  8am – Faller  10:45am – Scroggins 

    Midweek:  6th – L. Smith; 13th – S. Smith; 21st – Watson; 27th – Ferguson  
   

 

Greeters:   8am – Rick and Lema Easley 10:45am – Bob and Cheryl Keller 
 

 
Counter:   

 

 

Altar Guild:     Servers       Linens  

   5/3  Chastain/Gibson/Vincenti    Wittmaier 

   5/6  Oswald/Moore      Wittmaier    

   5/10  Moore/Durham/Degnan    Faller  

   5/13  Rothert/Schneider 

   5/17  Daugherty/Duff/Howard    Wittmaier 

   5/21  Rothert/Moore      Wittmaier 

   5/24  Sperl/Steffens/Truetken    Faller 

   5/27  Lewis/Wittmaier       

   5/31  Harrison/Durham      Faller/Wittmaier  
  
 

 Launder and Steam Acolyte Robes & Cottas, Pastors’ Cassocks & Surplices – Durham 
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For Home Devotions (“+” for a brief order) 

L:  In the Name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

     Hymn of the Month 

+  Verse of the Week 

     One of the appointed readings for the week 

     Devotion from a devotional book 

+  Catechism Portion of the Week (see reverse side) 

+  Lord’s Prayer (w/prayers for others, the Church, and the world). 

L:  Let us bless the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God! 
 

May 3rd – 9th – The Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Verse of the Week: Alleluia.  He sent redemption to his people.  

Alleluia.  Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things 

and enter into his glory?  Alleluia. 

Catechism Portion of the Week:  Daily Prayers, Morning 

Psalm 147:1-11 + Isaiah 40:25-31 + 1 Peter 2:11-20 + John 16:16-22 
 

May 10th – 16th – The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Verse: Alleluia.  The right hand of the Lord exalts, the right hand of the 

Lord does valiantly!  Alleluia.  We know that Christ being raised from 

the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him.  

Alleluia.  

Catechism Portion of the Week:  Daily Prayers, Evening 

Psalm 66:1-8 + Isaiah 12:1-6 + James 1:16-21 + John 16:5-15 
 

May 17th – 23rd – The Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Verse: Alleluia.  Christ, who has redeemed us with his blood, is risen 

and has appeared unto us.  Alleluia.  I came from the Father and have 

come into the world, and now I am leaving the world and going to the 

Father.  Alleluia. 

Catechism Portion of the Week:  Daily Prayers, Asking a Blessing 

Psalm 107:1-9 + Numbers 21:4-9 + 1 Timothy 2:1-6 + John 16:23-30 
 

May 24th – 30th – The Sunday after the Ascension 

Verse:  Alleluia.  God reigns over the nations; God sits on his holy 

throne.  Alleluia.  I will not leave you as orphans; I am going away, and 

I will come to you, and your hearts will rejoice.  Alleluia. 

Catechism Portion of the Week:  Daily Prayers, Returning Thanks 

Psalm 51:1-12 + Ezekiel 36:22-28 + 1 Peter 4:7-11 + John 15:26-16:4 

 

May 31st – June 6th – Pentecost 

  The Spirit of the Lord fills the world.  Alleluia.  The 

righteous shall be glad.  They shall exult before God; they  

shall be jubilant with joy!  Alleluia. 

Catechism Portion of the Week:  Christian Questions, 1-5 

Psalm 143 + Genesis 11:1-9 + Acts 2:1-21 + John 14:23-31 
 

 

 

Hymn of the Month 
 

457 Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 
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A Stewardship Lesson from God’s Word … John 13:15 
 

Our Savior calls us to follow Him in generosity. “For I have given you an 
example, that you also should do just as I have done to you.” (John 13:15) We cannot give our 
lives for the salvation of the world, of course. Praise God – that job’s already done! 

But with hearts full of thanksgiving for what Jesus has given us, we can follow 
Jesus’ example of generous giving. And this is not merely an example alone. It’s 
also our Lord’s command. “The one who contributes, (let him give) in generosity.” (Rom. 12:8) 

So, when we give to help others who are in need, and when we bring 
offerings to the Lord, we should strive to heed His command and follow the 
pattern He has established for us. Jesus did not give us leftovers. He gave His best. 
So, we should not give leftovers, either, but the first and best of what He has given us. 
Jesus did not give as an afterthought, but according to the plan of salvation God 
established from the foundation of the world. 

So, when it comes to our offerings to the Lord, we should make a thoughtful 
plan to give generously, in proportion to the way He has blessed us. Like the 
Macedonian Christians, who gave according to their ability – and even beyond their 
ability (2 Cor. 8:3) – we can and should give a generous portion of the income that 
God provides us to honor the Lord. 

So also, we should give freely, just as Jesus gave freely for us. There is no 
compulsion involved in our works of love and our offerings to the Lord. Nor do we 
give grudgingly. We should give freely and cheerfully because we want to out of 
thanksgiving. “Each as he purposes in his heart,” as the Lord says. (2 Cor. 9:7) There is no 
New Testament ceremonial law involved here. Rather, we are free to give as 
generously as our Savior has given for us. 

In the same way, our Lord teaches us to give generously out of love – love 
for Him and for our neighbor. Genuine love is always love in deed (1 John 3:18), love 
such as Jesus showed us all.  It is love that sees our neighbor in need and gives 
generously to help him. It is love that hears the Word of the Lord and does what it 
says. If we truly love, we give generously. If we give without love, our giving is not 
truly following Jesus. 

Finally, we follow Jesus in generosity when we give for a good purpose to 
thank the Lord and support His gospel ministry and other works of mercy. The 
people of Israel gave generously for the service of God’s gospel purposes, to 
construct and support the operation of the tabernacle. For that was the place where 
the Lord received the Old Testament sacrifices, through which He bestowed the 
forgiveness of sins on His people. So, they gave abundantly – so abundantly that they 
had to be told to stop giving. (Ex. 36:5-6) 

In the same way, we should bring generous offerings to support the Lord’s 
work of bestowing His gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation in our parish-
family through the preaching and teaching of His Word, Baptism, and the 
Lord’s Supper. We should support the Lord’s work of caring for those who are poor 
and needy. 

Our Savior calls us to follow His example in generous giving. Let us then, with 
thankful hearts, rededicate ourselves to following Him in generosity. 


