
 

      
      

 A Well-Ordered Heart 
  

 This world is chaotic. There are squabbles in government and wars between nations. There is 

confusion over laws and disagreement over policies. The same chaos is found in our own lives. Jobs 

and activities place a strain on our families. Stress causes us to worry excessively over the simplest 

things. Added to all this, our sins and the sins of others create a “disorderly” life that may spiral out 

of control and cause a greater level of despair within the family of God. 

 With all the disorder and chaos within the world and our families, it is important for 

Christians, namely you and me, to seek out a “well-ordered” heart that calls us to love 

wholeheartedly God and our neighbor. A modern writer by the name of John Ortberg directs our 

attention to this very important characteristic for Christians. He asks the right question when he says, 

“What does it mean to have a well-ordered heart?” This author turns to the church father Augustine 

and his thoughts in a work called, City of God to answer this question. Augustine says to have a 

well-ordered heart, “is to love the right thing to the right degree in the right way with the right kind 

of love.” Of course the opposite is also true. A disordered heart loves the wrong things to a wrong 

degree in a wrong way with a wrong love. With that in mind, think for a moment of what we have 

loved that has gravely harmed us because they were inherently unworthy of our love. Perhaps it 

might be material things. Maybe it’s something that makes us happy but is not good for us. God 

never meant for them to be loved. In all likelihood, they were objects or ideals that were unlovable 

and at the same time demonstrated how deeply disordered our hearts were and are. All sin, 

Augustine believed, is related to the issue of a disordered heart. 

 Happily, the opposite is true. Ortberg says, “When the heart is well-ordered, we are not only 

increasingly free from sin, but also increasingly free from the desire to sin.” With an orderly heart 

we increasingly find sin repulsive, unattractive and unappealing. This is the goal for an orderly 

Christian life. When God’s people put sin aside and focus on the love of God and love for the 

neighbor, the self is no longer at the center of the world – a place we were never created to occupy. 

Loving what God has given us to love orders the sinner’s heart. Although we remain sinners and this 

world remains sinful, we Christians can focus on loving what God has given us to love.  We can do 

the right thing and live a God-pleasing life for the sake of our neighbor. 

 Chaos will always be a part of our lives. This imperfect world is quite “disorderly” as we 

already know. However, it’s never too late to love what God has given us to love and to put aside 

that which we love now but shouldn’t love. As we move into the summer month ahead, keep God’s 

“orderly” love before our hearts. God shows us the way. He gave His only begotten Son to die for 

us. That’s a love like no other. That’s a loving work that saves us all. 

 Love what is right. Love your Lord and your neighbor. Put selfish ambitions aside and call on 

the name of the Lord.  The Lord bless you and keep you during this month of May… and on into the 

summer of 2019. God’s strength and peace be to you in the midst of this disorderly world. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Arnold  
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Does God Speak in Your Heart?  
 

 Does God speak to us in our hearts? Does His voice call to us when we pray to Him over making a 
tough decision? For sure, God gives us various good desires.  If a woman feels that she wants to be a wife 
and mother, this is a good desire that God may have put in her heart.  Likewise, if a man feels that he wants 
to be a husband and father, this is also a good desire that God may have stirred up in him.  It is similar for 
other good works as well, such as caring for abandoned pets in an animal shelter or serving meals to the 
homeless people.  But the desire should not be confused with God’s command or calling.  These come later 
through the human beings God has put in authority through civil ordering.   
 
 Some people torment themselves trying to find out what God’s will is for their life.  They think that 
if they can hear God speaking in their hearts, they can conclude that He wants them to do one thing or 
another.  If it doesn’t succeed, they think that they have sinned since they did not obey God’s will.  What 
can we say about this?            
         
 One of the foundational Lutheran principles that we hold dear is that of sola Scriptura.  By Scripture 
alone, we know God’s will for us.  He shows us His will in the moral law (The Ten Commandments) which 
guide our vocations (father, mother, son, daughter, husband, wife, worker, etc.).  Through the law and our 
vocations we have direction for our lives, but also great freedom.  If God has not said it in His Word or set it 
forth in our vocation, it is not a sin.  You’ve heard the saying, “When life gives you lemons, make 
lemonade!” So too when life gives you lemonade, give thanks to God that He has provided for you good 
options and choices to make.  When we make decisions about things God has not revealed in Holy 
Scripture, we need not feel guilty about them. 
 
 Martin Luther encountered people who thought that God spoke to them in their hearts apart from 
the Bible, preaching, absolution, Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper.  Luther wrote of this in the Smalcald 
Articles: “God does not want to deal with us in any other way than through the spoken Word and the 
Sacraments.  Whatever is praised as from the Spirit—without the Word and Sacraments—is the devil 
himself” (SA III VIII 10).  But in another place in the Lutheran confessions (Ap XXVII 1-4) it states that 
further prophecy after the apostolic era is possible.  Such revelations have to be evaluated and judged: 
“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false 
prophets have gone out into the world” (1 John 4:1).  So how do we “test the spirits”? How do we know if 
know if a vision is from God or the devil? 
 
 There’s a few things we should keep in mind.  Dreams, signs, and premonitions happen not just to 
believers but also to unbelievers.  So these are not signs of being a true Christian.  Yet, they can be sent by 
the true God.  Next, dreams must be distinguished between physical —or— spiritual/churchly dreams.  
“Physical” dreams must be evaluated to see if they correspond to the actual facts of living in this world.  
“Spiritual-churchly” dreams must be judged on whether they correspond to the Word of God. 
 
 The most reliable and trustworthy source for God’s will in our lives is the Bible.  There He gives us 
His commands and saving revelation.  He wants us to live lives of love according to the Ten 
Commandments within our roles in family, country, and church.  He wants to forgive us our sins for 
Christ’s sake and give us the Holy Spirit.  Beyond that, we have freedom in our choices.  We shouldn’t feel 
guilty over things not revealed in Scripture; nor should we take comfort in things that God has done for us 
apart from Christ.  But if God puts good desires in our heart that leads us back to Himself … back to Holy 
Scripture … back to His Church—what a gift that is!   

                   
         
In Christ’s Service, 
Pastor Froiland 
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 YOUTH NEWS  
 

SR-LYF/JR-LYF/Kids For Christ  
          Grades 9-12            Grades 6-8                     Grades 1-5      

HEIT’S POINT 
SUMMER CAMPS 

 

The sign-up poster is on display!  Camps for 2019: 
 

Dates  Camp          Grades 
June 2-7 Outdoor Adventure         5th-8th  
June 9-12 Discover #1          1st-4th 

June 9-14 Horse Camp          3rd-6th 
June 16-21 U-Pick JR #1          5th-8th  
June 23-28 U-Pick SR          7th-12th   
June 23-28 Advanced Horse Camp         4th-12th 
Jun.30-Jul.3 Discover #2          1st-4th  
July 4-6  Family Camp        All Ages 
July 7-12 U-Pick JR #2          5th-8th 
July 14-19 Paintball          7th-12th 
July 21-26 Night Owl          5th-8th  
 
Fill out the Registration Form found on the sign-up 
poster and give it to Deacon immediately. 
 

 
 

SR-LYF/JR-LYF/Kids For Christ  
          Grades 9-12            Grades 6-8                     Grades 1-5      

HEIT’S POINT 
CAMPERSHIPS 

Contact Deacon NOW if interested.  Registration 
Form MUST be completed and given to Deacon.  
This offer will no longer be available after Sun. 
May 12. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Kids For Christ 

Grades 1-5      

 

MOVIE NIGHT 
Wednesday, May 15     4:30 – 6:30 PM 

 

Movie Night: For Weekday School students and for 
friends (limit 2) of our Weekday School students. 
 

 
 

CHRIST LUTHERAN’S 

VACATION 

BIBLE SCHOOL 
Monday–Thursday       July 29 – Aug. 1  

 
Registration Form on CLC Website SOON! 

www.christlc.net  
   

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq03
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq03
http://www.christlc.net/


 
May - June Acolytes 

  8:00am     10:45am  
 

May  Chadron Cummins    Alex Smith, Jacob Baker 
 
June  Connor Henry     Joseph Winfrey, Brandon Cuda 

Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do not stare 
out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing hymns and 
participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no later 
than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship!! 
 

******************************************************************* 

OASIS (Older Adult Seniors In Service) 
 

 

 

Lunch Outing 
 

On Tuesday, May 21, after 10:30 Bible study, join OASIS is planning a lunch outing at 

the Olive Garden on Barry Road.  If you plan to attend, please let Lynda Reinert know 

so that she can provide a count to the restaurant. 

 

Ice Cream Social 
 

Mark your calendar for the first day of summer, Friday June 21, and plan to attend the 

OASIS Ice Cream Social.  More details to follow in the June Shepherd Staff. 

 

************************************* 
Thank you to the following people who helped work outside on our Spring clean-up day - we 

appreciate it!  

Herb Steffens, Stephen O'Toole, Matt Miller, Matt Wittmaier, Kim Heermann, Phil Daley, Rick 

Trumble, John Henrichs, Douglas Gibson, Howard Gibson, Josh Martin, Dan Jones, Amy Eberth, and 

numerous members from the Oromo congregation. 
 

******************************************** 

Sign-up to purchase a Geranium plant or two.  We will be 

purchasing the plants for Pentecost, at a cost of $11 each.  

The purchase of the plants always helps to beautify our 

sanctuary, and after they used for the designated services, 

you can take your plants home or send them to members 

who aren’t able to make it to church.  The sign-up sheet 

will be in the Narthex, along with envelopes for your 

payment. 

 



5 Years from Now (Confirmands) 

On Sunday, June 9
th
, we celebrate the Festival of Pentecost.  In the 10:45AM Service on that day, five 

of our young people will repeat and re-affirm their Baptismal Vows as The Rite of Confirmation is 

celebrated and they receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion and are received as communicant 

members of The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod and of this parish.  Recently Pastor Arnold asked 

each of our Confirmands to write a brief essay entitled, “Where I hope to be in my spiritual life five 

years from now.”  We would like to share with you these essays: 

Jessica Baker – In 5 years I would want to be studying religious study in college, further learning more 

about Christianity.  Also go on a couple of missionary trips around the world to help others/teach 

them what I know about Christianity and also learn from them about Christianity, too.  

 

Hannah Dai – Well in five years I’ll be in college, but I don’t have a clue on which college I’d want to 

go to, but I hope that I’ve at least found a church by my school that I like and is Lutheran.  I’d try to 

go there every Sunday and if it is super close and I’m not busy with papers and tests I’ll try to go on 

the weekdays. 

 

Gus Jones - Five years from now, I hope to find myself confirmed, and going to church once a week.  I 

would like to have found a Lutheran church with the same beliefs as Christ Lutheran, and I would like 

to be attending there. 

 

Yasmin Scott – Five years from now in my spiritual life I hope to be in a Christians college keeping my 

faith strong in Jesus.  I have multiple ideas in what I want to be doing in my career path, and I know 

that Jesus has a plan for me and my whole life.  God has done a lot for me and my family, by helping 

us get through my sister’s transplant.  I know that God has put her in my life for a reason, I still haven’t 

figured it out yet, but I know He has a plan for me and I’m going to leave my path in His hands. 

 

Alex Smith – Five years from now I will still be in 12
th
 grade and I will be acolyting for the church and 

helping with Easter breakfast and with Lent dinners.  But when I graduate, I want to go to Missouri 

State University and major in Wildlife biology.  I plan to attend church regularly.   
 

******************************************** 
MARTIN LUTHER ACADEMY NEWS 

 

Congratulations to the newly inducted National Junior Honor Society 
students: Isabella Ferlaino, Nicolas Ferlaino, Avery Foster, Gavin 
Martens, and Coltyn Parker. 
 

Bike Rodeo at MLA on Saturday, May 11 from 10 am – 12 pm.  
Everyone ages 3-11 are welcome to join.  A Bike/Trike and Helmet 
are required to participate in this event.   

 

Enrollment and Re-Enrollment is open for the 2019-2020 school year.  Please call 
the school office 816.734.1060 or go to our school website for more information.  
www.martinlutheracademy.org  
 
SAVE THE DATES 
Friday, May 3 – MLA Spring Program at 6:30 pm 
Thursday, May 23 – MLA Kindergarten 2:30 pm and 8th Grade Graduation 6:30 pm 
Saturday, June 1 – MLA Golf Outing at Hodge Park 9 am 

http://www.martinlutheracademy.org/


Greetings from Christ Lutheran Pre-K! 

It’s hard to believe it is finally May!  After a crazy winter 

and 11 snow days, we are thankful for the sunshine and the 

beautiful weather. 

May is a busy month in Pre - K.  Our 2, 3, & 4 year olds have 

their spring program, our 4 & 5 year olds have graduation, 

we will have field day, and end of the year celebrations.   

Speaking of celebrations, we will be celebrating our AMAZING teachers 

from May 6 – May 10, for teacher appreciation week.   

Are you looking for opportunities to help out Pre-K?  Here are some items 

that our teachers would love for their classrooms or for the playground. 

 *Playdough 

 *Buckets and Shovels 

 *Watering Can 

 *Left Handed scissors for children 

 *Legos 

 *Any construction building toys 

 *Fisher Price Little People & Animals 

 *Pony Beads 

 *Heavy Duty wooden trucks  

 *Playground balls 

 *Storage box for the playground toys 
 

Blessings, 

Mrs. Kristina Fredde 
 

************************************************************** 

We get letters…… 
 

Dear Christ, 

Thank you so much for my care package!  I enjoyed all goodies and the time you took to put it 

together for me.  It feels awesome to know I’ve got a church who loves and supports me in my 

college journey.   Love, Ginna Dammann 

 

Dear Pastor Arnold and members of Christ Lutheran, 

Thank you for your March gift of $1000 in support of our mission work in Latin America.  We are very 

encouraged by our gift, which makes it possible for us to serve as LCMS missionaries. 

Tomorrow we return to the Dominican Republic after a short trip to Florida to attend the funeral of Jonathan’s 

father.  What a comfort is to be found in knowing Jesus as Savior and looking forward to being with our loved 

ones again in heaven! Blessed Easter, in Christ, Cheryl and Pastor Jonathan Naumann 

 



Christ Lutheran Church 

Minutes of Board of Directors Meeting  

April 11, 2019 

 

Opening Prayer:   John Winfrey 

Study: Pastors  

Discipleship Action:  

a) Accessions Communicant: 

o None 

b) Accessions Baptized:   

o Clara Louise Baker, daughter of David and Rachel Baker, March 17, 2019 

c) Deletions: 

o Alva “Mort” Morton-transfer to Church Triumphant March 31, 2019 

 

Motion to approve Accessions and Deletions by Smith/Spidle carried.  

Minutes: A motion by Daley/Eberth to approve the minutes from March 2018 carried. 

Senior Pastor’s Report:  

a) This month’s study – Where in the World is God?... God Works for our Good in All Things. 

b) Adult Information class continues and will conclude sometime in May.   Please help welcome the new 

members.  How can we help them get involved with their new Parish-family?  The class is meeting on 

Sunday evenings at 6 p.m. 

c) This weekend… a busy one.  Spring Clean-up day.  Palm Sunday with our children processing with 

Palms. Adult Information and CENTRALIZED COMMITTEE MEETINGS. 

d) God willing, I will be in Fort Wayne, IN on May 15th to defend my doctoral dissertation… Visitation of 

the Elderly Homebound at Christ Lutheran, Platte Woods, MO: A Directional Methodology Study. I’m 

both excited and humbled for this opportunity. 

e) Holy Week – Next week.  Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Vigil… all at 7 p.m. Easter Sunday 6 

a.m., 8 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.  Do make Holy Week Services a part of your Easter Celebration.  Bring a 

friend. 

f) The Shepherd’s Staff remains our most effective means of getting information to our members about up-

coming events. Please use The Shepherd’s Staff for your committee announcements. 

g) We make DVDs of each of our Services. Don’t forget that we have the means to share our church 

services with shut-ins… or for your family members if a copy is requested..  

 

Assistant Pastor’s Report: 

a) Saturday April 13th Spring Clean-up beginning at 8am.   

b) Centralized Committee meetings will be Sunday April 14th @ 7pm.  Please plan to attend.  

c) Also, do make it a priority to attend our Holy Week worship opportunities at church:  

1. April 18th Maundy Thursday 7pm (with Holy Communion);  

2. April 19th Good Friday 7pm;  

3. April 20th The Easter Vigil 7pm;  

4. April 21st Easter Day 6am, 8am, or 10:45am (all with Holy Communion).). 

 

Deacon’s Report:  
a) Sunday Morning:  March Attendance 69 v 77 (’18) 

b) During the Week: March Attendance 27 v 23 (18) 

c) Weekday School: March Attendance 47 v. 39 (18) adjusted 

d) Thrivent Choice $3222 YTD 

e) VBS  July 29-August 01, 2019-“Miraculous Mission” 

f) Activities listed in youth below 



President’s Report:    
a) No Report This month. 

Committee Reports: (see following pages for committee report notes) 

Continuing Business: 

a) Director Proxy Nominations: 

a. None 

b) Security Updates 

a. Sanctuary partition quote submitted by Winfrey.  The main concern is structural integrity and ability 

to support the weight.  Steve Foutch will evaluate structure and make recommendations in the 

coming months. 

c) Committee Ratifications 

a. None. 

d) 2018 Budget Surplus 

a. Pastors will provide potential recipients of the remaining $7009.43.at next board meeting. 

e) Remote Microphones 

a. A quote submitted by Winfrey.  A motion by Spidle/Smith to approve the purchase of required 

equipment not to exceed $8000 carried. 

f) Drainage Issues 

a. Lowell Smith has addressed the drainage deficiency but the foundation still needs to be addressed 

longer term.   

 

New Business: 

a) None 

 

Announcements: 

a) APRIL 13-SPRING CLEAN UP DAY 8A – 12P  

 

ADJOURN:     Motion to adjourn by Spidle/Smith @ 805PM carried and the meeting closed with prayer. 

Closing Prayer:    Lowell Smith 

Respectfully submitted, Philip Daley, Secretary 

Next BoD Meeting:             MAY 16, 2019 700P 

Opening Prayer: O’Toole/Daley 

Closing Prayer:                         Henry/Hester 

 

 

 

BOD Committee Reports:  
Buildings 

John Winfrey 
Door installation complete 

Sound System Bids to be reviewed in Meeting:  $22k 

2 Accordion panel bids to be reviewed in director’s meeting: $22k & $23k 
Education 

Stephen 

O’Toole 

No report 

Elders 

Lowell Smith 
Home Calls-1, Attempted Calls 4, Church Calls 3, Phone Calls 19, Lenten calls 11\  

Fellowship 

Jason Hester 
April 21st, 2019:              Donuts following First Service.   

A big thank you goes out to Kelly Henrichs, Candace Ramos, Kristina Fredde, Diana Trumble, 

Jackie Lewis, Kara Johnson, Katie Hester, Kelli Smith, Carla Jones and Sheryl O’Keefe for their 

contributions to Lenten dinners. 



Finance 

Steve Foutch 
March Plate Offerings: $71,549 $13,387 ABOVE budget. 

YTD Plate Offerings Deficit;  ($2340) 

Total Plate Offerings $85,083 
Grounds 

Chuck Eberth 
Mow Schedule Distributed-Oromo providing one crew to assist.   

Spring Cleanup Saturday 4/13 8-12 
OASIS 

Kirk Henry 
No Report Submitted 

Outreach 

Matt Miller 
Callers for Christ will meet on 4/14 and 5/19 @ 2p 

Public 

Relations 

Gary Bartek 

No updates to submit 

Stewardship 

Jeff Ferguson 
Average Attendance 165(19) v. 162 (18) v 164 (17) 

 Treasurer 

Andrew 

Spidle 

The accounting records have been reconciled to the bank for March 2019.   

Offerings were $12,905.78 over budget for March and $395.64 over budget year to date  

Overall, expenses were under budget by $2,222.71 during March and $2,357.71 under budget year 

to date.   

At the end of March, there was no deficit of cash to restricted funds. 
Education 

and Youth 

Shane Rogers 

Postponed/Rescheduled – KFC/LL – Kaleidoscope/Fritz’s RR Café @ Crown Center 

Postponed/Rescheduled – All Youth – Family Games Night @ Ephphatha Room 

April 13 – JR-LYF/KFC/LL – Bowling @ Gladstone Bowl 

April 14 – JR/SR-LYF – Laser Tag @ Main Event 2:00pm  

April 20 – JR/SR-LYF – Easter Preparation Day @ Ephphatha Room 9:00am 

April 21 – SR-LYF – Easter Breakfast @ Ephphatha Room 7:00am 

April 21 – LL/KFC/JR-LYF – Easter Egg Hunt @ Christ Lutheran 10:15am 

May 15 – Movie Night 

 

 

Attendance (check box if present):  
X Daley  Henry  Bartek X Rogers X Pr. Arnold 

X Winfrey X Eberth    O’Toole X Pr. Froiland 

X Lewis X Ferguson X Spidle X Hester X Deac. Buchholz 

X Smith      Miller X Foutch 

Also present:  Kim Heermann 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Benjamin Arnold’s Graduation Open House 

The Arnolds would like to invite the members of 
Christ-Parish family to Benjamin’s High School 
Graduation Open House on Sunday May 26th 
from 6-9 p.m. at the parsonage.  Benjamin would 
love to see you there and thank you for all your 
love and support over the years.  Light 
refreshments and drinks will be served. No need 
to RSVP. 



JESUS’ RESURRECTION AND POST-RESURRECTION EVENTS 

1.  Jesus rises from the dead (cf. 1 Cor. 15:4). 

2.  Jesus descends into hell (cf. 1 Pet. 3:19, Is. 63:1-6). 

3.  The angel rolls away the stone from the grave and the guards flee (Matt. 28:2). 

4.  Women see from a distance that the stone is moved (Mk. 16:1-4).  

5.  Mary runs to tell the disciples that the stone has been moved (Jn. 20:1). 

6.  The women enter the grave and see two angels who tell them that Jesus is alive  

 (Lk.  24:2-6). 

7.  Jesus appears to several women (Matt. 28:8-10; cf. Lk.24:10). 

8.  Peter and John arrive at the grave and see folded burial clothes (Jn. 20:2-10). 

9.  Jesus appears to Mary who had returned to the Garden-grave (Jn. 20:11-18;  

 cf. Mk. 16:9). 

10.  The guards report the empty grave to the high priests (Matt. 28:11-15). 

11.  Jesus appears to Peter (1 Cor. 15:5; Lk. 24:34). 

12.  Jesus walks with two disciples on the road to Emmaus and reveals Himself at supper 

 (Lk. 24:13-35; Mk. 16:12). 

13.  Jesus appears to His disciples behind closed doors on Easter evening; Thomas is 

 absent (Jn. 20:19-24). 

14.  A week later Jesus appears again to the disciples when Thomas is present  

 (Jn. 20:26-29; cf. Mk. 16:14). 

15.  Jesus has breakfast with the disciples in Galilee (Jn. 21:1-14). 

16.  Jesus appears to 500 disciples at one time (1 Cor. 15:6). 

17.  Jesus appears to James (1 Cor. 15:7). 

18.  Jesus meets the Eleven on a mountain in Galilee and issues The Great Commission 

 (Matt. 28:16-20). 

19.  Jesus ascends to heaven from the Mount of Olives (Acts 1:3-12). 

20.  Jesus appears to Stephen (Acts 7:55). 

21.  Jesus appears to Paul (1 Cor. 15:8; cf. Acts 9:3-5; 22-17, 18; Gal. 1:12). 

22.  Jesus appears to John in the vision of Revelation (Rev. 1:12-19). 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Callers for Christ 
On Sunday the 19th at 2:00PM, “Callers for Christ” will meet.  We will meet on 

the 19th instead of the 12th, since that is Mother’s Day. We will go and visit the 

homes of our recent guests and simply invite them to join us again in the Lord’s 

house.  “Callers for Christ” is an opportunity to meet new people in the 

community and welcome them to divine worship.  Talk to Pastor Froiland if you 

have any questions about “Callers for Christ.”  

 



 
 

 
 
 

5/1 Christopher Watts 

5/2 Rick Birch 

5/4 Griffin Clark 

5/5 Keith Crystal 

 Greg Goodson 

 Honor Foutch 

 Peyton Keck-Fizer 

5/6 Candace Ramos 

 Edna Oswald 

 Kalyn Ziller 

5/7 Jim Stavenau 

5/10 Amanda Huff 

5/11 Sandy Koren 

 Angela Pfeffinger 

 Vanessa Sedlak 

5/12 Mark Reinhardt 

5/14 Dorothea Bosworth 

 Kristy Rothert 

 Teresa Saving 

 Kimberly Brewer 

 Amy McCollum 

5/15 Carolyn Enyeart 

 Melissa Goodson 

 Alicia Eberth 

 Daniel Brinkmeyer 

5/16 Kingston Malone 

5/17 Logan Grace 

5/18 Billie Elliott 

 Helen Baker 

 Katie Hester 

5/19 Amanda Allegree 

 Sarah Longnecker 

 Parker Peterson  

5/20 Paul Naher 

 Deacon Buchholz 

 Michelle Martin 

 David Brown 

 Amy McCoy 

 Page Mann 

5/21 Susan Moore 

 Richard Purdy 

 Annette Williamson 

5/22 Kelly Yulich 

5/24 Daniel Czamanske 

 Pat Thielen 

 Alice Trager 

 Jeffrey Houghtlin 

 Connor Bosworth 

5/25 Kristen Cremer 

 Erica Heitman 

5/26  Jeremy Jaschen 

 Isaac Froiland 

5/27 Ronald Bicsak 

 Terry Kraft 

5/29 Lindsy Monroe 

 Elena Araujo 

5/30 Karen Siegel 

 Timothy Houghtlin 

5/31 Mason Rogers 

 

 

 

******************************************** 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

Alva “Mort” Morton 

September 20, 1928 – March 31, 2019 

 
 

“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.”  Psalm 116:15 
 

 

 
 

 

 



Orchids and Onions 
Orchids to Lynda Reinert for helping Pastor Joshua’s ministry in Kenya. 
Orchids to Debbie Durham for decorating Georgia Witt’s patio! 
Orchids to Becki Graham, our social media Czar, who puts together fabulous “eye-catching” 

announcements for our Christ Lutheran Facebook page.  Thank you, Becki!  If you haven’t “liked” our Facebook page, 
do so today.  
Orchids to our Youth, our Altar Guild, our Acolytes, our vocal choir and handbell choir… and everyone who helped 
make our Holy Week and Easter celebrations a tremendous success.  Thank you! 
Orchids to all who helped out during Spring Clean-up Day.  What a blessing you are for the sake of our parish-family. 
Orchids to the members of Christ Lutheran Church for their incredible support for our youth as evidenced by their 
attendance at Lent Dinners and Easter Breakfast and their generous donations. 
Orchids to the members and friends of Christ Lutheran Church who have chosen to direct their Thrivent Choice 
Dollars and Thrivent dividends to our congregation’s needs. 
Orchids to the eleven Youth and Adults who provided 8 hours of child care during the “Empowered to Connect 
Conference” hosted by our congregation. 
Orchids to those who purchased Easter Lilies: Cozad, Lewis, Almstedt, Sperl, Ruud, Smith, Jones, Duff, Heerboth, 
Turner, Steffens, Arnold, Watson, Moore, Fredericks, Witt, Reinert, Rodina, Eberth, Heermann, Vincenti, Rothert, 
Leimkuehler, Lyons, Truetken, Sittig, Henrichs, and Brulja – thank you! 
Orchids to Julia, Janessa, and Jon Almstedt...singing during Lent and Easter Sunrise. 
Orchids to Lisa Rogers for playing the flute for our Maundy Thursday Service. 
Orchids to our Weekday School Children (and parents who made an effort to bring them) for Palm Sunday Hosanna 
Processional and singing on Palm Sunday with the adult choir. 
Orchids to Lema Easley for directing the choir Palm Sunday. 
Orchids to Andrea Arnold and Tanya Cvetan for directing our vocal and handball choirs, and to our choirs for their 
musical offerings during our Lent and Easter services. 
Orchids to our Lent, Holy Week, and Easter organists - Carolyn, Laurie, Ann, and Keith. 
 

**************************************************************** 

Lutheran High School of Kansas City 
12411 Wornall Rd.  KC, MO 64145  816-241-5478     Website:  www.lhskc.com 
The Lutheran High School of Kansas City provides a Christ-centered 
environment preparing lives for today, tomorrow and eternity. 
The Lutheran High School of Kansas City has excelled in academics and co-
curricular activities throughout its over 35 year history. Here are some of the 
highlights of our school in recent years along with the blessings of Lutheran 
education: 
• The past five years our students have averaged over 24 on the ACT. This is 
nearly 3 points higher than the state average. In fact, in 2016, of all the students 
who took the ACT test 20% scored 30 or higher. •In 2016 and 2017 a student 
has been awarded the honor of National Merit Finalist, a phenomenal 
achievement for a school our size • Boys’ cross country finished 2nd and girls’ 
cross country finished 4th in the Missouri State meet in 2017, and in 2018 they 
were both state champions! •In three of the past four years LHSKC has placed individual champions on 
the podium at the Missouri State track meet. • Academic team excels each year winning a Scholar Bowl 
district title in 2017 • Journalism class recognized for its 2016 and 2017 yearbook as a “Program of 
Excellence” by Jostens • Students in art classes routinely are honored and have their works displayed in 
various Kansas City venues • Students complete 40 hours of community service each year, a total of over 
160 hours prior to graduation. Serving your fellow man is part of a spiritual life in Christ.  Graduation this 
year is May 12th, at 2:00PM – join us! 

http://www.lhskc.com/


 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Christ Lutheran – May 2019 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service - LS  

2 

7pm - Bells 
3 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
6:30pm – MLA 
Spring Program 

4 

5 

8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 
6pm – Adult Information Class 

6 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

7 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7pm - Elders 
 

8 

4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
7pm - Midweek Service  
  
  

9 

7pm - Bells 

10 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

11 

12   Mother’s Day 

8am - Divine Service - LS     
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service 
Noon - Oromo Worship 
2pm – LHS Graduation 
 

13 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

14 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
 

15 

4:30pm - Movie Night 
7pm - Midweek Service - LS  

16 

7pm - Board 
of Directors 
7pm - Bells 

17 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
Noon - Shepherd’s 
Staff Deadline 

18 

19 

8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 
2pm - Callers for Christ 

20 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 
 

6:30pm - 
Pre-K 
Graduation 

21 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
6:30pm - Pre-K 
Graduation 
 

22 

7pm - Midweek Service  

23 

Pastors 
Conference 
at Faith, 
Richmond 
2:30 & 6:30 - 
MLA 
Graduations 

24 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

25 

26 

8am - Divine Service - LS     
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service 
Noon - Oromo Worship 

27 

Pastors’ 
Day Off  
 

Memorial 
Day – 
Church 
Office 
Closed 

28 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
1:30pm - 
Collate 
Shepherd’s Staff 

29 

 
NO Midweek Service 

30  Ascension Day 

7pm - 
Ascension 
Service - LS 

31 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

  

Oromo Conference 

Oromo Conference 
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Acolytes:  8am – Chadron Cummins 
  10:45am – Alex Smith, Jacob Baker 
 
 
Head Ushers:   8am – Kim Heermann 10:45am – Shane Rogers 

Ushers:  8am – Tommy France, Jerry Pietsch     

  10:45am – Matt Miller, Steve Brujla 

 
Elder In Charge:  8am:  Rothert/Henrichs 10:45am:  Lyons/Ferguson 
    Midweek:  1st – Lewis; 8th – K. Smith; 15th – Henrichs; 22nd – Watson; Ascension @ 30th – Steffens  
 

Greeters:   8am – Carl and Vonnie Niederwimmer  10:45am – Paul and Marcia Naher  
 

 

Counter:  Barb Chastain 
 
 

Altar Guild:     Servers       Linens  

   5/1  Oswald/Schneider     Truetken    

   5/5  Chastain/Gibson/Vincenti    Truetken 

   5/8  Rothert/Schneider 

   5/12  Durham/Degnan/Moore    Faller 

   5/15  Rothert/Schneider     Truetken 

   5/19  Duff/Howard/Daugherty    Truetken   

   5/22  Truetken/Lewis     

   5/26  Sperl/Steffens/Truetken    Faller 

   5/30  Moore       Truetken 

    

 Launder and Steam Acolyte Robes & Cottas, Pastors’ Cassocks & Surplices – Kelly 
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A Stewardship Lesson from God’s Word … Romans 12  
 

Stewardship is not just about giving money to the church. It includes this, to be 
sure, but it is not limited to it. Stewardship involves our whole life – everything we 
have and everything we are. 

Let us not, though, fall into the trap of thinking that because we give of 
ourselves in one area we can neglect giving in another. Stewardship is not stealing 
from Peter to pay Paul. It is not a game we play whereby we justify ourselves in not 
giving a tenth of our income because we have given in some other way. This is why 
our Lord warns: “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and 
cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. These 
you ought to have done, without neglecting the others.” (Matthew 23:23) 

We are given to do both – tithe of ourselves and what we have. And so it is 
that St. Paul makes his appeal to us: “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, 
to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 
testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.” (Romans 
12:1-2) 

We are to present our bodies as a living sacrifice to God. We are not to have 
the mind of the world, where we exchange equal weight of this for an equal weight of 
that, and then think that we have done what God has required.  

Our whole life is given over for service in and for the Church of God. This is 
to be done in thanksgiving for what God in Christ has accomplished for us. This is 
our spiritual worship, the reasonable response to what He has done for us – not one 
for the other, but all in all.  

But what does this look like? St. Paul never lays down a general principle 
without also giving us some practical application of what shape that principle is to 
take concretely. He gives the general principle that our bodies are to be living 
sacrifices to God, and, after admonishing those who have been given particular gifts 
of grace to serve the church, St. Paul then speaks generally of what is expected of all. 
He says: “Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one another with 
brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in 
spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute to 
the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality.” (Romans 12:9-13) 

This is what it looks like to present your bodies as living sacrifices. This is how 
we live out the grace of God here in time.  

Let us then heed the apostle’s teaching. Let us present our bodies – everything 
that we have and everything that we are – as living sacrifices to God, our reasonable 
response to what God in Christ Jesus accomplished for us by His death and 
resurrection.  

Through this we have forgiveness of sins, a new life in Christ, and eternal 
salvation. And through this worship, the grace of God is made manifest in His saints 
– for the church and the world.   

 



The following newsletter is from Pastor Arnold and Andrea’s niece and nephew-in-law. 
 Blessed Eastertide from the Christiansens!  
Every day, I travel from my house in the countryside, 
through suburbia, and arrive to CTSFW’s campus, 
surrounded by pine trees, by wide fields and by the 
St. Joseph River. While up driving up the long and 
winding road, it’s hard not to look immediately at the 
sanctuary, Kramer Chapel, which stands as the center 
and highest point of campus. The campus’s architect, 
Eero Saarinen, also designed the Gateway Arch (St. 
Louis) and the Air Force Academy’s Cadet Chapel 
(Colorado Springs). He arranged the CTSFW campus 
to visually highlight the sanctuary, with the auxiliary 
buildings surrounding it. The seminary has two 
primary classroom-buildings, a cafeteria, a student 
commons, an office building, and several dormitories. 
The campus also offers a large pond, a few houses, 
several soccer fields, and a track. The on-campus 
thrift-store, "The Co-Op," gives away (for free) 
clothes, kitchenware, and other household items as 
well as common staple foods from its well-stocked 
food bank. The seminary’s newly renovated Kroemer 
Library is the largest Lutheran theological library in 
the world by size, and boasts the fourth largest 
collection among the world’s Lutheran theological 
libraries.  
While the campus’ spatial arrangement focuses on 
Kramer Chapel, the school rigor also centers on 
liturgical life, with daily services at 10am, varying 
from Matins, Morning Prayer, Prayer and Preaching, 
and the Divine Service. After Chapel, the student 
body congregates in the student commons for 
conversation and fresh-roasted coffee. On 
Wednesdays after coffee, the seminary holds a 
Convocation Hour, inviting guest speakers from 
places all over the world (like England, Sudan, or even Fort Wayne), to present on all sorts of topics, 
ranging from bioethics issues to the abortion crisis to the debate on which Greek textbook is best.  
I took 16 credits of classes in the second quarter. In Greek Readings, Dr. Benjamin Mayes helped our 
small group read the Greek passage for the upcoming Sunday’s Scripture readings. In Gospels II with Dr. 
Arthur Just and Dr. Peter Scaer, I studied the Gospel of Luke and the Gospel of Mark. In Confessing 
Christ In The World Today, Dr. Detlev Schulz highlighted the missiological nature of the Gospel, that 
Jesus, being both true God and true man, made men right again with God by trading his righteousness 
for the sin of all people. In Church History II, Dr. David Coles lectured on the development of Christianity 
amid cultural and theological scruples as well as the interactions with political establishments. In 
Homiletics I with Dr. Carl Fickenscher and Dr. Don Wiley, I learned how to prepare, write, and preach 
sermons. In Confessions I with Dr. Gifford Grobien, I read the Augsburg Confession and the Apology to 
the Augsburg Confession. For Field Education class, I assist each Sunday at a local congregation (St. Paul, 
Gar Creek) by leading the liturgy, reading the Scriptures, and helping to distribute Holy Communion. If 
you want to learn a little bit about what I’ve learned in these classes, take a look at the books Law and 
Gospel by C.F.W. Walther, The Metalogicon by John of Salisbury, or The Hammer of God by Bo Giertz.  



At home, Bethany is just as busy as I am! In addition 
to teaching Silas, she manages the home, and she is 
eight months pregnant! Bethany is due during the 
finals week for the end of the third quarter. She 
sees the midwife at the Auburn Birthing Center, 
where she hopes to birth the baby. Fun fact: This 
baby will be born at ABC, and Silas was born at the 
Allen Birthing Center, also ABC! We prefer the 
anticipation of not knowing the gender of the baby 
beforehand. Bethany does pre-natal pilates and 
other stretches to prepare for labor and to help 
ease back pain.  
Bethany continues to give piano and violin lessons 

each week, and enjoys accompanying on violin for the services at the Seminary and at St. Paul. On 
Tuesdays, Bethany enjoys a night out with other seminary wives, attending lectures given by Seminary 
professors. This quarter, discussion topics included “Science and Creation,” “Pastoral Theology,” 
“Catechesis,” and Bethany’s personal favorite, “The Role of a Pastor’s Wife.” Bethany loves to read; and 
has recently enjoyed Persuasion by Jane Austen, her favorite author, to whom she pays annual homage 
by reading both Pride and Prejudice and Emma. Lately, Bethany has been casually perusing The 
Adventures of Tintin by Hergé and started looking at Susan Wise Bauer’s The Well-Educated Mind.  
Silas learns more and more every day. His vocabulary expands daily, as he tries out new sounds and 
words. He can now identify and say “cross,” usually accompanied by “Jesus.” He finds 
crosses in the most extraordinary places, like on t-shirts, in logos, and even in his 
waffle! He also says words like “ball,” “brick,” “chocolate,” “cheese,” and “light.”  
Silas loves to help in the kitchen; he is interested in anything that makes noise, 
especially the mixer. He helps his mommy unload the dishwasher by taking out the 
clean utensils and handing them to her to put away. Silas has mastered the use of a 
fork and spoon for eating. In fact, he insists on eating by himself! However, he does 
not like getting dirty while eating, so he quite frequently asks for his face or hands to 
be wiped off. He loves to play and explore the house and yard. He leaves his favorite 
toys all over the floor: Duplos, kitchen toys, soccer balls, and more! Silas also enjoys 
being read to, and brings book after book to be read and has started reading and 
singing to himself. Silas loves to sing and listen music. He conducts the hymns and 
liturgy in church. He indicates to his parents if he wants music on in the house by doing 
a little jig. To his (possible) dismay, Silas will soon have competition for his parents’ 
attention.  
During the first half of February, Bethany and I had the privilege of hosting a week of Christiansen-sibling 
craziness, including the five siblings, the four spouses, three unborn children, and two travelers all the 
way from Leipzig, Germany (my mother serves as an LCMS missionary there). Silas enjoyed playing with 
his four already-born cousins. The party started in order to send off properly my sister and her husband 
to the Navy base in the Japanese city of Yokosuka (yo-KUU-ska). We treasured the joyous challenge of a 
completely full house!  
Thank you for your support of us while we are here at the seminary! Our family has been incredibly well-
blessed! This year, several endowments and many donors have allowed for tuition to be fully covered 
for academics at the seminary! We still need to pay for our housing, insurance, auto finances, and other 
daily expenses, but with these gigantic blessings, we hope to be able to make it through seminary 
without any further loans. Please consider supporting our family as we prepare for the pastoral ministry. 
Any donations to the seminary in my name are tax-deductible and would be used for living expenses.  
If you'd like to get in contact with us, I included our contact information below.  
The Christiansens brennick.christiansen@ctsfw.edu  
16504 Platter Road bethanyjchristiansen@gmail.com  

New Haven, IN, 46774 


