
Maundy Thursday 

+ Service of Corporate Confession and Absolution + 

Entrance Hymn 

 

 Text: Copyright © 2019 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. 

 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P I will go to the altar of God, 



C to God my exceeding joy. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

P During this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to intensify our struggle against sin, 

death, and the devil—all that prevents us from trusting in God and loving each other. 

 

When we examine our hearts and consciences, we find nothing in us but sin and death, from 
which we are incapable of delivering ourselves. Therefore, our Lord Jesus Christ has had mercy 

on us. For our benefit He became man so that He might fulfill for us the whole will and law of 

God and, to deliver us, took upon Himself our sin and the punishment we deserve. 

 

So that we may more confidently believe this and be strengthened in the faith and in holy 

living, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, broke it, and gave it to His disciples and said: “Take, 

eat; this is My body, which is given for you.” It is as if He said, “I became man, and all that I do 

and suffer is for your good. As a pledge of this, I give you My body to eat.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all 

of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins.” Again, it is as if He said, “I have had mercy on you by taking into Myself all your 

iniquities. I give Myself into death, shedding My blood to obtain grace and forgiveness of sins, 

and to comfort and establish the new testament, which gives forgiveness and everlasting 
salvation. As a pledge of this, I give you My blood to drink.” 

 

Therefore, whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup, confidently believing this Word and 

promise of Christ, dwells in Christ and Christ in him and has eternal life. 

 

We should also do this in remembrance of Him, showing His death—that He was delivered for 

our offenses and raised for our justification. Giving Him our most heartfelt thanks, we take up 

our cross and follow Him and, according to His commandment, love one another as He has 

loved us. As our Lord on this night exemplified this love by washing His disciples’ feet, so we 

by our words and actions serve one another in love. For we are all one bread and one body, 

even as we are all partakers of this one bread and drink from the one cup. For just as the one 

cup is filled with the wine of many grapes and one bread made from countless grains, so also 

we, being many, are one body in Christ. Because of Him, we love one another, not only in 

word, but in deed and in truth. 

 
May the almighty and merciful God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by His Holy Spirit, 

accomplish this in us. 

C Amen. 

P Having heard the Word of God, let us confess our sins, imploring God our Father for the sake 

of His Son, Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have 

ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 



heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 

mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

P God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith. 

C Amen. 
 

P Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my forgiveness but God’s? 

C Yes. 

P Let it be done for you as you believe. 
 

P In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit, soul, 

and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; 

He will surely do it. Go in T peace. 

C Amen. 

 

+ Service of the Word + 

Psalm Psalm 116:12–19; antiphon: v. 17 

P I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call on the name of the LORD. 
C What shall I render to the LORD For all his benefits to me? 

P I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD, 

C I will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people. 

P Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints. 

C O LORD, I am your servant; I am your servant, the son of your maidservant. 

 You have loosed my bonds. 

P I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call on the name of the LORD. 

C I will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people, in the courts of the house 

of the LORD, in your midst, O Jerusalem. Praise the LORD! 

P I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call on the name of the LORD. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 
P Let us pray. 

O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a remembrance of Your passion. Grant 

that we may so receive the sacred mystery of Your body and blood that the fruits of Your 

redemption may continually be manifest in us; for You live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

The Catechism Lesson 

P What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 

C It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and wine, 

instituted by Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and to drink. 



P Where is this written? 

C The holy Evangelists Matthew, Mark, Luke, and St. Paul write: Our Lord Jesus Christ, 

on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke 

it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. 

This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 

when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is 

the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This  do, 

as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

P What is the benefit of this eating and drinking? 

C These words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” show us that in the 

Sacrament forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given us through these words. For 

where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation. 

 

P How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things? 

C Certainly not just eating and drinking do these things, but the words written here: “Given 

and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” These words, along with the bodily eating 

and drinking, are the main thing in the Sacrament. Whoever believes these words has 

exactly what they say: “forgiveness of sins.” 

 

P Who receives this Sacrament worthily? 

C Fasting and bodily preparation are certainly fine outward training. But that person is 
truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these words: “Given and shed for you for 

the forgiveness of sins.” But anyone who does not believe these words or doubts  them is 

unworthy and unprepared, for the words “for you” require all hearts to believe. 

 

Old Testament Reading - Exodus 12:1–14 - The Passover 

The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 “This month shall be for you the beginning of 

months. It shall be the first month of the year for you.  3 Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the tenth 

day of this month every man shall take a lamb according to their fathers' houses, a lamb for a 

household. 4 And if the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his nearest neighbor shall take 

according to the number of persons; according to what each can eat you shall make your count for the 

lamb. 5 Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old. You may take it from the sheep or from the 

goats, 6 and you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, when the whole assembly of the 

congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight. 

7 “Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in 

which they eat it. 8 They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire; with unleavened bread and bitter 
herbs they shall eat it. 9 Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted, its head with its legs and its 

inner parts. 10 And you shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the 

morning you shall burn. 11 In this manner you shall eat it: with your belt fastened, your sandals on your 

feet, and your staff in your hand. And you shall eat it in haste. It is the LORD's Passover. 12 For I will pass 

through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and 

beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD. 13 The blood shall be a sign 

for you, on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will 

befall you to destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt. 

14 “This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the LORD; throughout your 

generations, as a statute forever, you shall keep it as a feast. 



P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle - 1 Corinthians 11:23–32 

  For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he 

was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body, which 

is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, 

saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

27 Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty 

concerning the body and blood of the Lord. 28 Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread 

and drink of the cup. 29 For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks 

judgment on himself. 30 That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some have died. 31 But if we judged 

ourselves truly, we would not be judged. 32 But when we are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so that 

we may not be condemned along with the world. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Tract Psalm 111:4–5; John 6:55–56 

He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered; the LORD is gracious and merciful. 

He provides food for those who fear him; he remembers his covenant forever. 

My flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood 
abides in me, and I in him. 

Holy Gospel – Mark 14  

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fourteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

It was now two days before the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread. And the chief priests and the 

scribes were seeking how to arrest him by stealth and kill him, 2 for they said, “Not during the feast, lest 

there be an uproar from the people.” 

3 And while he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he was reclining at table, a woman came 

with an alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, very costly, and she broke the flask  and poured it over his 

head. 4 There were some who said to themselves indignantly, “Why was the ointment wasted like 

that? 5 For this ointment could have been sold for more than three hundred denarii and given to the poor.” 

And they scolded her. 6 But Jesus said, “Leave her alone. Why do you trouble her? She has done a 

beautiful thing to me. 7 For you always have the poor with you, and whenever you want, you can do good 

for them. But you will not always have me. 8 She has done what she could; she has anointed my body 
beforehand for burial. 9 And truly, I say to you, wherever the gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, 

what she has done will be told in memory of her.” 

10 Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve,  went to the chief priests in order to betray him to 

them. 11 And when they heard it, they were glad and promised to give him money. And he sought an 

opportunity to betray him. 

12 And on the first day of Unleavened Bread, when they sacrificed the Passover lamb, his disciples said to 

him, “Where will you have us go and prepare for you to eat the Passover?”  13 And he sent two of his 



disciples and said to them, “Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow 

him, 14 and wherever he enters, say to the master of the house, ‘The Teacher says, Where is my guest room, 

where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ 15 And he will show you a large upper room furnished 

and ready; there prepare for us.” 16 And the disciples set out and went to the city and found it just as he had 

told them, and they prepared the Passover. 

17 And when it was evening, he came with the twelve. 18 And as they were reclining at table and 

eating, Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me,  one who is eating with me.” 19 They 

began to be sorrowful and to say to him one after another, “Is it I?” 20 He said to them, “It is one of the 
twelve, one who is dipping bread into the dish with me. 21 For the Son of Man goes as it is written of him, 

but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had 

not been born.” 

22 And as they were eating, he took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to them, and 

said, “Take; this is my body.” 23 And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, and 

they all drank of it. 24 And he said to them, “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out 

for many. 25 Truly, I say to you, I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it 

new in the kingdom of God.” 

26 And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 27 And Jesus said to them, “You 

will all fall away, for it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.’ 28 But after I 

am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.” 29 Peter said to him, “Even though they all fall away, I will 

not.” 30 And Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows twice, you will 

deny me three times.” 31 But he said emphatically, “If I must die with you, I will not deny you.” And they 

all said the same. 

32 And they went to a place called Gethsemane. And he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” 33 And 

he took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be greatly distressed and troubled. 34 And he said 

to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death. Remain here and watch.” 35 And going a little farther, 

he fell on the ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. 3 6 And he 

said, “Abba, Father, all things are possible for you. Remove  this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but 

what you will.” 37 And he came and found them sleeping, and he said to Peter, “Simon, are you asleep? 

Could you not watch one hour? 38 Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed 

is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 39 And again he went away and prayed, saying the same words. 40 And 

again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy, and they did not know what to 

answer him. 41 And he came the third time and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? It 

is enough; the hour has come. The Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 42 Rise, let us be 

going; see, my betrayer is at hand.” 

43 And immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with him a crowd with 

swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the scribes and the elders. 44 Now the betrayer had given them 

a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man. Seize him and lead him away under guard.” 45 And when he 
came, he went up to him at once and said, “Rabbi!” And he kissed him. 46 And they laid hands on him and 

seized him. 47 But one of those who stood by drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest and 

cut off his ear. 48 And Jesus said to them, “Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs 

to capture me? 49 Day after day I was with you in the temple teaching, and you did not seize me. But let the 

Scriptures be fulfilled.” 50 And they all left him and fled. 

51 And a young man followed him, with nothing but a linen cloth about his body. And they seized 

him, 52 but he left the linen cloth and ran away naked. 



53 And they led Jesus to the high priest. And all the chief priests and the elders and the scribes came 

together. 54 And Peter had followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest. And he 

was sitting with the guards and warming himself at the fire. 55 Now the chief priests and the whole council 

were seeking testimony against Jesus to put him to death, but they found none. 56 For many bore false 

witness against him, but their testimony did not agree. 57 And some stood up and bore false witness against 

him, saying, 58 “We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and in three days I 

will build another, not made with hands.’” 59 Yet even about this their testimony did not agree. 60 And the 

high priest stood up in the midst and asked Jesus, “Have you no answer to make? What is it that these men 
testify against you?”  61 But he remained silent and made no answer. Again the high priest asked him, “Are 

you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?” 62 And Jesus said, “I am, and you will see the Son of Man seated 

at the right hand of Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven.” 63 And the high priest tore his garments 

and said, “What further witnesses do we need? 64 You have heard his blasphemy. What is your decision?” 

And they all condemned him as deserving death. 65 And some began to spit on him and to cover his face 

and to strike him, saying to him, “Prophesy!” And the guards received him with blows. 

66 And as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the hi gh priest came, 67 and seeing 

Peter warming himself, she looked at him and said, “You also were with the Nazarene, Jesus.”  68 But he 

denied it, saying, “I neither know nor understand what you mean.” And he went out into the gateway 

and the rooster crowed. 69 And the servant girl saw him and began again to say to the bystanders, “This 

man is one of them.” 70 But again he denied it. And after a little while the bystanders again said to Peter, 

“Certainly you are one of them, for you are a Galilean.”  71 But he began to invoke a curse on himself and 

to swear, “I do not know this man of whom you speak.” 72 And immediately the rooster crowed a second 

time. And Peter remembered how Jesus had said to him, “Before the rooster crows twice, you will deny 
me three times.” And he broke down and wept. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

Hymn of the Day #617 O Lord, We Praise Thee 
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Sermon Mark 14:22–25 

 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 



     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 

kingdom will have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by 

the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,  I acknowledge one 

Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer.  

 

P Into Your nail-scarred hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves, our bodies and souls and all that 

we have, trusting that You will grant all of our needs of body and soul; for You live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen.  
 

Offertory  

 

 

 

 

 



Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Hymn #435 Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain 
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Prayer Before the Stripping of the Altar 

P Let us pray. 

 Lord Jesus, You came not to be served, but to serve, and give your life as a ransom for many.  

As we have been served by You in this Holy meal, so strengthen us to serve others.  In Your 

most precious name we pray. 

C Amen. 

+ Stripping of the Altar + 

The altar is stripped, and the chancel is cleared in preparation for the solemn services of Good Friday.  
 

It is the night in which our Savior was betrayed. We remove the appointments of the chancel to symbolize 

the abuse He received. The candles shine no more as the Light of the World is taken to His death, the 

books are closed as the Word is silenced for a time, the paraments on the altar are removed as our Lord’s 
body is laid bare, and the altar is left alone for the sacrifice to be remembered tomorrow. 
 

As worship leaders and altar guild members strip the altar, Psalm 22 is chanted by the cantor and then we 

leave in silence, joining tomorrow to continue this service of worship. 
 

We leave the church in silence. 
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Good Friday 

7:00pm – Good Friday Service of Tenebrae - online 

Easter Saturday 

7:00pm – Easter Vigil - online 

Easter Sunday  

9:00am – Divine Service - online 


