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 “Victory belongs to the Lord!” That’s this morning’s sermon title. That’s how we begin. That’s 

what today’s Gospel reading is about. Of course, we can point to the “aloneness” of Jesus who fasted in 

the desert those forty days. We can talk about His “example” of resisting the devil’s lure and His steadfast 

faithfulness amid fasting and temptation. Today we could look at this Gospel and see how the days of 

Jesus in the desert mirror the forty days of Lent that began on Ash Wednesday – marching toward Holy 

Week, Jesus’ death on the cross and the glory of His resurrection. 

 But since I already announced the title, I might as well tell you that the end of this sermon 

concludes with what the title is (as if you didn’t already suspect it would): Christ’s victory. The Gospel 

text that we hear every first Sunday in Lent is not so much about Jesus giving a blueprint for resisting 

the devil. No, rather, it’s about victory. Jesus’ victory over Satan means our victory, too.  

 In Matthew chapter 16 Jesus tells us that He will take up the cross and die for the sins of the 

world. And, He says that we, too, will have our crosses to bear by being followers of the one who took 

up “The Cross” into death. The cross is so much more than an “example” for us. Jesus took up a real 

cross, was nailed to it and died for your salvation. It was not a metaphor. I wasn’t a “virtual” cross in 

some sort of metauniverse. And neither are our crosses. Sure, we aren’t carrying actual crosses. We 

probably won’t ever be nailed to one either. But our crosses are as real as real can get. The burdens, the 

challenges, the hardships of this present life. The adversity we face with our family over cares that 

overwhelm. The persecution we endure for simply being faithful to the Word of God and standing for 

the truth of the Bible. All of this is very real. 

 And because it is all so real, we can know God’s sufferings which become our sufferings. 

Because it is all so real, His temptations are our temptations. We identify with Christ Jesus both in the 

desert, in ministry, in persecution, and on the cross. We are sons and daughters of the Heavenly Father. 

Our brother is Jesus our Savior. That’s who we are by virtue of our adoption as sons and daughters at 

Baptism. We are His and He is ours. Our “identity” always remains in Him. And that’s why we have 

victory. 

Have you noticed that we live in a world that is obsessed with identity? And usually the way 

most individuals speak of identity is pretty much through the language of sex and gender. People will 

say that they identify as a gay or straight person. Others will use gender as a personal identification 

marker. They want to be identified by the way they feel. A person might be a biological male but that 

person wants to be identified as female – or vice versa. They supply the proper “pronouns” to use so that 

you can identify them by what they imagine themselves to be. 

Here’s the problem: God does not identify us in these ways. We may think sex and gender defines 

a person, but to God, that’s not what defines us. What the world thinks is the most important part of our 

story, is not even close. What the world tells us about what makes us who we are, is a lie. The most 

important part of you has nothing to do with sex and gender. 

The most important part of you, is who you’ve been made to be. You are a Christian because you 

have put on Christ. You are a Christian, and that’s not a part-time job. You are a Christian, baptized and 

called His very own through the waters of Holy Baptism and given the blood of Jesus for the forgiveness 

of your sins. That’s how we identify. We identify as loved, saved, redeemed by Christ’s blood. It has 

nothing to do with the way you feel. It’s who you are made to be. Your identity is Christ’s identity. You 

are first and foremost a Christian. 



But sinners have a problem with knowing how deep this truth runs. Sinners know that we are 

guilty and we get caught up in “the wrong” that we think defines us. We have hurt others when it was 

time to love them. We have thought and acted selfishly when it was time to share. We know who we are 

and we identify as sinner when our guilty consciences weigh us down to the point of believing we could 

never be loved by God enough to be forgiven for the atrocities we have committed. We Christian sinners 

identify as that which others see in us – the broken family we come from, the person who lost their job 

because they lost their temper or couldn’t handle the responsibility – the person who fell into temptation 

and made horrible choices that cost him dearly. We identify as guilty. 

Take this a bit further, not only do we think it’s what we have done, but also what has been done 

to us that defines us– before others and before God. We think that what defines is the abuse bad people 

have subjected us to – physical or emotional. We think we are defined by the illnesses we possess. We 

think we are defined by the evil that has occurred in our lives even when we had nothing to do with it. 

We are shamed into thinking that when someone cheats on us, when someone does us wrong, when 

someone passes us over for the job promotion though you were just as deserving, that’s all your fault. 

You have been shamed into believing these are sins you have committed, when it’s just not true. 

Beloved in the Lord, don’t live with regret. Our sins and the sins of others that tear at our lives 

causes us the kind of despair that no one should live with. Repent and place these sins before Christ our 

Lord. Leave them at the foot of the cross. I know some sins and the sins of others have been such a big 

part of you. For this reason, you can’t even imagine your identity being without them. I know that sins 

committed caused all kinds of regret and being sinned against facilitates the lie that you are somehow 

guilty. 

But here’s the reality: you are free! You are not bound by what others think defines you or what 

you might “misbelieve” about yourself. You are not defined by these things. You are “redefined” by the 

blood of the lamb who takes away the sins of the world. These sins are not yours to bear. Jesus bore 

them, heavy on His shoulders. And Jesus took them from you when He died on the cross. They belong 

to Jesus now, because by God’s grace and through His faith we are redeemed by Christ our Savior. Our 

victory is Christ’s victory. 

In the Gospel text for today, Satan is attacking the identity of Jesus. He says, “If you are the Son 

of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” The devil quotes God’s Word back to God 

and says to Jesus, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, He will command 

His angels concerning you…” And once more, this time the devil challenging the identity of God in the 

flesh before Him by trying to convince God that the kingdom He was able to see did not belong to Him: 

“All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 

Jesus is not so much teaching us “the way” to resist the devil, though that is in the text, too. Jesus 

is showing you, rather, who He is: The Lord who resists all temptation for you. Satan tries so hard to get 

Jesus to misunderstand who He is. Satan wants to change the Lord’s identity. Jesus is the Son of God 

and there was no changing that. 

And that doesn’t change for you either, thanks be to God. His identity is your identity. His name, 

on you. And by God’s grace, the devil can’t touch that. You are redeemed, brothers and sisters in Christ. 

This is who you truly are. The world does not get to determine that. And, honestly, neither do our 

feelings. This is who we have been made to be by the blood of the Lamb of God that takes away the sins 

of the world. He is ours and we are His. That’s our identity. Amen. 

The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus. Amen. 

  


