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 Do we really have guardian angels? Did God assign an angel to us when were conceived in our 

mother’s womb? Sounds like the thing of fairytales found in children’s books or cute paintings and desktop 

figurines.  

 However, the Gospel reading here in verse 11 proclaims, “See that you do not despise one of these 

little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven.” 

The “their” in the text is possessive. Angels that belong to the children. And, we dare not forget about Psalm 

91 either, “For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways. On their hands 

they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.” The text gives us evidence that, yes, we do 

have guardian angels. It is correct to say that when we sleep, the angels watch and protect us against the 

devil. When we die, they carry our soul to Abraham’s bosom. Their protection is ours throughout life. It’s 

not a fairytale or a fantasy… it’s the truth. 

 This day called St. Michael and All Angels is a commemoration day that helps us to remember the 

service that God employs through angels for our sake. For that reason, not long after it became legal to 

practice the Christian faith some 300 years after Jesus’ death, resurrection and ascension, churches were 

built to honor their names – many of them called St. Michaels. Angels offer protection as we see in the 

Scriptures. And, during the very early stages of the Christian faith, that’s exactly what Christians needed. 

Those who opposed the Christian faith were still on the warpath persecuting its people. The archangel 

Michael was considered the guardian of God’s people (we get that from the book of Daniel). 

 We see the evidence of God’s care through angels of both body and soul in the Scriptures time and 

time again. And, with this we marvel at their care… at their illusiveness… at their mysteriousness. The 

angels are created heavenly beings made by God for service. The angels have no flesh and blood as we 

have, that they can be seen where they are present, but they are spirits. That they appeared in human form, 

as a young man, or in the form of fire, lightening, and the like, was done that in an outward image they 

might prove their presence to men. Let’s take a closer look at the Word of God and marvel at God’s 

providence through angels and how angels work the same for us today. 

 We marvel that God sent an angel who commanded Hagar, when she had fled from her master, 

Abraham, to return to him (Gen. 16:7 ff.). Yet this happens daily. When we have departed from God’s 

service by sinning, perhaps God’s angels are those that direct our heart and our thoughts back to God’s 

Word which leads us to repentance. For if the devil can instill evil thoughts, angels can give us good 

thoughts. 

 We marvel that angels led Lot out of Sodom when fire from heaven was about to consume the city 

(Gen. 19:15-17). This happens daily. For what is the world with its lusts of the eyes and flesh and pride of 

life but a spiritual Sodom that will be judged by God? Our world is preoccupied with earthly pleasure that 

go against God’s will for humankind. Our focus is not enough toward God and our neighbor but rather 

toward our own wants and desires. We hear in this passage from Genesis 19 that the holy angels will gather 

the elect, the faithful, and bring them security and rest. 

 We marvel that the Lord sent an angel to show Hagar a fountain in the desert when her child was 

dying of thirst (Gen. 21:17-19). Yet this occurs daily in our midst. For often when we are weak and 

powerless in temptation of the soul, God sends His angels to comfort and strengthen us, as an angel 

strengthened Christ in His agony of soul during His prayers at the Garden of Gethsemane before His 

crucifixion. 

 We marvel that the angels appeared to Jacob in the form of an army when he was away from home 

fleeing from his brother Esau (Gen. 32:1, 2). Yet the angel of the Lord daily encamps around those who 

fear Him… as it says in Psalm 34. 



 We marvel that a man with a drawn sword appeared to Joshua and said, “As commander of the army 

of the Lord I have now come” (Joshua 5:14). To this day the angels fight against the world for the spiritual 

army of the Christian Church, especially in these crucial times. 

 We marvel that an angel came to Elijah and brought him food on hot stones and a jar of water. We 

marvel how God sent angels to shut the mouth of lions to keep them from hurting Daniel in the lion’s den. 

We even marvel at how the Lord sent an angel to rescue Peter from prison in the book of Acts. Angels are 

not strangers to the game of protecting those that God loves. And this includes you, dear brothers and sisters. 

Angels are active messengers and protectors of God’s people. They are real. Not cute figurines or fantasy. 

God’s messengers share of God’s story and they protect those that God loves. 

 So this is our attitude towards angels… they are put into service by God for us. We should recognize 

God’s great love for us that these noble creatures, the purest of spirits, are sent to us, who are so saturated 

with the impurity of sin that all our righteous deeds are like polluted garments. How wonderful that God 

created the heavens and the earth. How beautiful is the foliage, grass birds, fish and all the animals. But a 

much greater kindness and mercy is that He sends the angels to minister to us. For this we should thank and 

praise Him. 

 But we, of course, do not worship these angels for they are only the means and instruments by which 

God helps… they are like God’s hands. If someone has helped you by his hand, you thank him and not the 

hand. Then, when God protects us by His angels, we are to thank God alone, worship Him alone, and not 

the angels. 

 Christians know of angels and we can also mimic their behavior there are two ways we can do this: 

in word and deed. 

 Johannes Bugenhagen called Martin Luther an angel from the Lord. Now, he did not say this because 

Luther was such a great guy… nor because he was a celestial being (of course Luther wasn’t) but rather 

because Luther was a messenger of the Word of God… just like the angels described previously. Angel 

means messenger and so when Luther’s pastor, Bugenhagen, says that Luther is an angel, he meant that 

Luther takes God’s Word and shares it with the world. 

 We too are to be messengers of God’s Word… angels of our Lord. We are to carry on our lips the 

hope of the Gospel to a dying world. We are to remind this world that God is in charge… yes, in charge of 

our days and our nights… even in charge of COVID. Our testimony of what we believe can come from our 

lips or from strokes of a pen or computer keyboard. Yes, you too are to act as angels… to be angels… that 

is messengers of the Lord. We bear witness to Jesus in our words and our life.  Which leads us to the second 

way we are angels… by deed. 

 We are angel imitators to our neighbor through our good deeds which flow from love. We help our 

neighbor. We are to love our neighbor. Being a servant of God means we are a servant to man. This means 

we always are looking out for our neighbor. Remember when God asked Cain where was Able, his brother 

and he said, “Am I my brother’s keeper?” The answer to that is yes. You are your neighbor’s keeper… 

because God is your keeper. And God uses you and your neighbor to keep one another. 

 We marvel at the angels. But ultimately we marvel at the love of Jesus for us. On this St. Michael 

and All Angels day we are not adoring angels, we are reflecting on the love that God has for us in His son 

Jesus Christ. We marvel at God – His love and forgiveness to poor sinners. We marvel at God – His 

protection and His precious gifts. We marvel at God because God made the angels to guard those in the 

Scriptures and us today. Yes, guardian angels are real. But let’s not lose sight of who the true guardian of 

our lives is.  It’s Jesus. He guards and keeps you in the faith. He guards you from the devil and death. He 

guards you… by wrapping you in His love and forgiveness poured out to you on the cross. 

 Do you really have a guardian angel? Yes. Do you have Jesus who loves you and always will? 

Absolutely.  Amen. 

  

 The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 


