
 

WITNESSES TO CHRIST: PEOPLE FROM HIS PASSION 

 

Dear Church-family, 

This year’s Lenten Midweek Series paints a stunning portrait of Jesus through the eyes of 

those whose interactions with Jesus lead us to meditate on His Passion as recorded by St. 

John in his Gospel. Our overall theme is “Witnesses to Christ: People From His Passion.” 

John tells us why he wrote his Gospel: “Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the 

disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written so that you may believe 

that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name” 

(John 20:30–31). Life! When we believe that Jesus is the Christ, God gives us life—abundant 

life, forgiven life, and eternal life.  

Historically, the Fourth Gospel is likened to an eagle—an image that suggests John soars to 

heights of glory and grandeur. That’s because the evangelist paints a stunning portrait of 

Jesus, who is the bread of life, the resurrection and the life, and the way, the truth, and the 

life. Life in Jesus. That’s God’s gift to you! 

This Lent, our life in Christ will be strengthened as we hear the witness of those in John’s 

Gospel who journeyed to the cross. Along the way, we’ll meet villains, such as Barabbas and 

Pontius Pilate, as well as sinners, such as Peter (who denied Jesus three times), Mary 

Magdalene (who was possessed by seven demons), and Judas Iscariot (who betrayed Jesus 

for thirty pieces of silver). 

Please join us for worship as we hear the witness of these people in John’s Gospel. You will 

find the dates, themes, and texts of our Midweek Services inside this issue of The Shepherd’s 

Staff. Ash Wednesday is March 2nd. Join us on Wednesdays at either 10 a.m. or 7 p.m. Do 

invite a friend.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Christ’s Service, 

Pastor Arnold  
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Christ Suffers in Our Place 

 The term vicarious satisfaction (sometimes called the substitutionary atonement) is not 

found in the Bible.  But it is a teaching that has been believed by Christians of all times, even 

before the terms “vicarious” and “satisfaction” had been used and confessed by Christians.  

The concept that sinless Jesus takes our place as sinners and that He vicariously (in the place 

of man) gives to God who was justly angry over our sins a satisfaction which changed His 

wrath into grace toward us fully expresses what Scripture teaches on the redemption which 

Christ gained.  The vicarious satisfaction is the epitome of Christ’s work. 

 Why did Jesus have to suffer and die? There are a few reasons.  The absolute justice of 

God demands of men a perfect obedience to His Law and pronounces eternal damnation on 

all breakers of that Law.  Christ said in St. Matthew’s Gospel, “You shall love the Lord, your 

God, with all your heart … You shall love your neighbor as yourself” (22:37, 39).  God’s 

just anger against the sinner is seen in Gal. 3:10, “Cursed is everyone who does not abide by 

all things written in the Book of the Law and do them.”  God’s wrath and curse extends into 

all eternity: “Where their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched” (Mark 9:48). 

 Someone had to suffer this punishment which we had earned by transgressing the 

Law.  Scripture declares: “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the Law, being made a 

curse for us” (Gal. 3:13), “One died for all” (2 Cor. 5:14), and “Christ had once suffered for 

sin, the Just for the unjust” (1 Pet. 3:18).  Christ subjected Himself to the Law and underwent 

its punishment “in the stead” of men.  God laid upon His Son the obligation in man’s stead 

both to keep the Law and to bear the punishment the Law demands from sinners.  This 

Christ willingly does.  He fulfilled the Law in the stead of man as Scripture declares: “God 

sent forth His Son, born of woman, born under the Law, to redeem them that were under 

the Law” (Gal. 4:4-5).  

 Through Christ’s substitutional obedience, death and God’s wrath against man’s sin is 

appeased.  God’s judgment and condemnation are set aside.  “When we were enemies, we 

were reconciled to God by the death of His Son … By the righteousness of One the free gift 

came upon all men to justification of life” (Rom. 5:10, 18).  By Christ’s death a change heart 

took place in God.  God reconciled man with Himself by not counting their sins against 

them and by forgiving them their sins in His heart, causing His just anger over the sins of 

man to come to an end.  And this reconciliation took place not by way of His power, but 

through the intervention of Christ as Mediator (between God and man) through His 

obedience and suffering.   

 If anything is clear from Scripture, it is this fact: the redemption of Christ balanced our 

account with God.  It is a complete payment, for Christ acted for all men.  It is a complete 

payment, for the wrath of God is totally removed.  God even receipted the bill against us by 

raising Christ from the dead. 

 God is not gracious to men without cost.  His Son paid that cost as He was delivered 

for our offences, and was raised again for our justification.  The vicarious satisfaction means 

that in the most real sense, Christ took over our debt of sin and death and paid it in full.                   

In Christ’s Service, Pastor Froiland 

 



  Deacon’s Page         Youth and Education Opportunities for the Parish        March, 2022 
 

 YOUTH NEWS  
 

LENT DINNERS 
(FUNDRAISING FOR NLYG)  

 

Please come out to support the 24 Youth and Adults 
who will be attending the 2022 LCMS National 
Lutheran Youth Gathering taking place in Houston, 
Texas this July. Your free-will offerings will be greatly 
appreciated! 
 

March 2     Ash Wednesday Meal     5:45 PM 
Bratwurst and Burgers on Bun, Pumpernickel, or Rye Bread; 
Veggie Burgers; German Potato Salad; Bavarian Sauerkraut; 
Baked Beans; Potato Chips; Cole Slaw; Apple Crisp and Pie; 

Brownies and Ice Cream;  
Lemonade, Tea, Water, and Coffee  

  

March 23           Lent Dinner      5:45 PM 
Pasta Casseroles; Pastas with Red-Alfredo-Meat Sauces; 

Tossed Salad; Garlic Bread; Cookies and Ice Cream;  
Lemonade, Tea, Water, and Coffee  

 

 

Little Lambs          Kids For Christ 
    Infant-Kindergarten                      Grades 1-5 

DAY AT THE ZOO 
Saturday, March 5        10:00 AM 

All are invited to enjoy a Saturday morning and early 
afternoon at the Kansas City Zoo on March 5.  Our 
group will meet at the front gate to be admitted 
together.  Arrive between 9:50-10:00 AM.  
 

Families may choose to pack sack lunches or 
purchase their own lunches inside the zoo.  Attention 
will be given to the opportunities to gather together 
for some of the special shows and feeding times of 
certain animals, should they be offered.   
 

Details about the entire day are being shared on the 
sign-up poster inside the Fellowship Commons. 
 

 

SR-LYF   JR-LYF 
Grades 9-12                         Grades 6-8                             

ESCAPE ROOM 
Sunday, March 27                5:30 PM 

Sign-up has already begun for our Sunday, March 27 
outing.  Deacon will need to have firm numbers for this 
event – and wishes to end sign-ups – on Sunday, March 
20.  The actual time for the beginning of this event will 
depend largely upon what rooms are still available, but 
we are hoping to land a 6:00 PM start time somewhere.  
After our experience, the group will grab a bite to eat, 
together.  Details can be found on the poster inside the 
Fellowship Commons.  

              

 

SR-LYF / JR-LYF 
Grades 9-12                 Grades 6-8 

EASTER PREPARATIONS 
Saturday, April 16     9:00-10:30 AM 

SR-LYF Members (Gr. 9-12) & JR-LYF Members (Gr. 
6-8)  are needed to help prepare the Ephphatha 
Room for the Easter Breakfast, and to “stuff eggs” 
for the annual Easter Egg Hunt.  
 

 

SR-LYF / JR-LYF 
Grades 9-12                          Grades 6-8 

EASTER BREAKFAST 
Easter Sunday, April 17  

Little Lambs       Kids For Christ    
         Infant-Kindergarten                 Grades 1-5                                

EASTER EGG HUNT 
Easter Sunday, April 17  

  

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq03
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq03


 
 
 

3/2 Pam Levetzow 

 Jim Ford 

 Andrew Keck 

 Victoria Pino 

3/3 Ali Kaky 

 Jeff Marriott 

 Naomi Boyd 

 Xander Clark 

3/4 Debra Peterson 

 Dave Baker 

 Samantha Oathout 

3/5 Douglas Gibson 

 Luna Shaw 

3/6 Dan Mahnken 

 Randi Kent 

3/7 Cheryl Keller 

3/8 Hank Marriott 

3/10 Kyle Basch 

3/11 Jennifer Sager 

 Aubrey Ziller 

3/12 Marilyn Graham 

 Jerry Pietsch 

 Jacalyn Firestone 

 Kathy Ferguson 

 Christine Richardson 

 Sophie McLauchlen 

3/13 George Witt 

 Sara Froiland 

 Rachel Rund 

 Thomas Froiland 

3/14 Tamra Penn 

 Michael Nielsen 

 Tyler Williamson 

3/15 Brian Cox 

 Darren Cox 

 Leah Gehrke 

 August Hester 

3/16 Patti Haerther 

 Justyn Osar 

3/17 Zaneta Yanez 

 Erik Stark 

 Jereen Lyons 

 Corey Richardson 

 Ivory Kump 

3/18 Richard Weimer 

 Frances Schach 

 Jan Turner 

 Sarah South 

 Caitlyn Trager 

3/20 Bretten Roberts 

3/21 Casey Martin 

3/22 Sharon Clark 

 Tanya Cvetan 

 Jonathan Clark 

 Genesis Herring 

3/23 Susan Dittmer 

 Nancy Ruud 

 Sean Leive 

 Stacy Fizer 

 Spring Taylor 

3/24 Laura Spidle 

 Heather Patrick 

 Anne Thomas 

 Jarien Montgomery 

 Emmalynn Froiland 

3/26 Bobby Mann 

3/27 Carla Ballah 

 Judy Gibson 

 Rhett Monroe 

 Kyler Brewer 

 Cameron Mann 

3/28 Debbie Durham 

 Ashlee Peterson 

 Logan Sanders 

3/29 Clifford Baker 

 Michelle Herring 

3/30 Barb Chastain 

 Abigale Bayless 

 Dean Hinkle 

 Lucas McCollum 

3/31 Bobbie Butler 

 Marcia Naher 

 

 

 

******************************************** 

 

Bunco Ladies, after a slight delay, March 14th will be 

our first Bunco game night. It will be held at Resi 

Dammann's house with pot luck beginning at 6 p.m.  

Janet Jones will send out an email with more details as 

it gets closer.  If you would like to be included and have 

not signed up yet, please reach out to Janet. 

 



March Acolytes 

   8:00am     10:45am  
 

March   Jones      Peter Oetting 
Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do not stare  
out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing hymns and 
participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no later 
than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship. 
Dallas Boeka 10:45am 419-5292 
Joseph Froiland 10:45am 746-2407 
Connor Henry sub 584-2988 
Gus Jones 8am 547-4751 

Levi Jones  8am 547-4751 
Brian Odegaard 8am 665-5929 
Peter Oetting 10:45am 853-6277 
Alex Smith 10:45am 407-7542 

 

Discipleship Data 
 

Accessions Communicant: 

Simon Niemtschk – transfer from Trinity, Taylor, TX 
 

Deletions: 

Deanna Stumpf – released at own request 

Isabella Ticer – failure to care for membership   

 

 

All are invited to the Home 

Music Tour Concert at the 

Lutheran High School of 

Kansas City on Friday, 

March 25th at 7:00PM. The 

concert will include both sacred and secular pieces performed by the Vocal Choir, 

Concert Band, and Handbell Choir. Please join us for this evening of worship and 

praise! Lutheran High School of KC is located in the southern KC area. Students 

attending the school come from both Missouri and Kansas. LHSKC is very proud 

of the strong music heritage we having in the LCMS and are passing this along to 

the next generation of church leaders and laity. Hope to see you there! 
***************************************************************************************** 

 

 
Martin Luther Academy News 

Enrollment and Re-Enrollment is open for the 2022-2023 school 
year.  Please contact Mrs. Martens at 816.217.6199 to schedule a 
tour or for more information. You can also visit our school website.   
www.MartinLutherAcademy.org  

 



JOIN US THIS LENT AS WE LEARN MORE ABOUT JESUS IN THIS SERIES: 

WITNESSES TO CHRIST: PEOPLE FROM HIS PASSION 

Our Services will be on Wednesdays at both 10:00AM and 7:00PM. Our morning services will be followed 

by a time of fellowship as we share some dessert. Our evening services will be 

preceded by a light meal, beginning at 5:45.  Below is the schedule for our Lent 

and Holy Week services.  

Ash Wednesday: John the Baptist, John 1:29–34 

Midweek of Lent 1: Mary, the Sister of Lazarus and Martha, John 12:1–11 

Midweek of Lent 2: Malchus, John 18:1–11 

Midweek of Lent 3: Peter, John 18:12–27 

Midweek of Lent 4: Barabbas, John 18:33–40 

Midweek of Lent 5: Pontius Pilate, John 19:1–16 

Maundy (Holy) Thursday: Judas Iscariot, John 13:21–30 

Good Friday: John, the Gospel Writer, John 19:25–37 

The Vigil of Easter: Nicodemus, John 19:38–42 

The Resurrection of Our Lord: Mary Magdalene, John 20:1–18  

 

******************************************************************* 

 

OASIS Information 
 

Fellowship following Lent Service 

March 9 through April 6, OASIS will provide a light desert following the Wednesday 

10:00am Lent services. So please be sure to stick around after the service to enjoy some 

fellowship. Thanks to Eunice and Deacon for their help facilitating. 
 

College Care Packages 

If you or your child is a college student be sure to contact and confirm with Eunice their 

current address.  Now through March 10, OASIS has a collection table near the kitchen, 

where the congregation can donate items for our college student care packages. 

Examples of items to donate are individual packages of gum, candy, snack 

crackers, cookies, granola bars, popcorn, highlighters, sticky notes, and 

other items that might be useful or fun for studying.  (Please no chips since 

they will be crushed and no liquids because they are heavy). 

We are hopeful that most of the packages will be picked up from church 

after March 11. Packages not picked up will be mailed out in April.  For questions, please 

see Judy Gibson or a member of the OASIS committee.  Thanks! 
 

OASIS Function & Potluck 

Please come to the OASIS function on Friday, March 11 @ 10:30 to help assemble the 

College Care packages.  If you have time to stay for lunch, join us for a potluck & 

fellowship. 

 



Greetings from Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten! 
 

With the days getting longer and 

spring time just around the corner, 

we leap into March with a renewed 

sense of excitement! 

Open enrollment has started and is 

keeping us busy.  If you know a 

family looking for an amazing Pre-K, please share our information with them.  

Classrooms are filling up quickly so please don’t wait. 

Our Bible stories this month are Jesus visits friends, Zacchaeus, One man 

says thank you, and Jesus rides to Jerusalem.  The children love learning 

about Jesus every day.  The teachers love listening to children share the 

Bible stories with each other and with their families also. 

We will be celebrating Dr. Seuss’ Birthday this month by reading some Dr. 

Seuss books, enjoying some fun activities, and dress up days.    

Thank you to those of you that ordered pizzas from our Little Cesar’s Pizza 

Kit fundraiser or made a monetary donation. 

Upcoming Events: 

March 2 – Happy Birthday Dr. Seuss 

March 13 – Spring Clocks Forward 

March 14 – 18 – Spring Break 

March 20 – First Day of spring 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Orchids and Onions 
Orchids to our organists, Kim, Cathy, Linda, Laurie and Amy who have been working hard to 
learn to play our “new organ.” What a blessing our new organ is to our church family. Thank 
you for all the hard work you are putting into making is sound beautiful and add so much to our Divine 

Service. 
Orchids to Deacon who ran a very successful Men’s Dartball league. As commissioner of the league, he had to 
deal with some low-level controversy. His decisions were not always poplar (such as changing games from seven 
innings to nine innings mid-season – hahaha).  However, he did a wonderful job and worked really hard to make 
it fun for everyone. We had a great time! Thank you, Deacon. 
Orchids to all who came out to support the 13th Annual Trivia Night Fun’Raiser! 

 



We get letters…… 
  

Dear Saints at Christ Lutheran Church, 

Thank you for your gift of $625 we received in December for our Student Aid 

Program at Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne (CTSFW). 

CTSFW uses your gift to fulfill our mission to prepare men and women to 

service the church. A significant part of this preparation is helped by 

providing 100% tuition assistance for our residential seminarians and deaconess students. 

Your support of the seminary at this time is greatly appreciated. 

The campus is active with classes meeting in the Winter term. We are enjoying the annual 

Symposia this week, January 18-21. Our daily chapel services at 10:00am Eastern time are 

available online on our Website ctsfw.edu/daily-chapel. 

The Lord Jesus strengthen you in the faith during this Season of Epiphany. 

Yours in Christ, Rev. Mark H. Steiner 

 

Thank you to my parish family for the prayers, sympathy cards, and friendship at the 

death of Clarence John Meineka, my dad. Gratefully, Carol Houghtlin 

 

Dear Ms. Scroggins and the LC Action Team: 

The Cameron Veterans Home Assistance League sends our deep appreciation for your 

support to the Veterans at the Cameron Veterans Home. Our mission is to “enhance the 

quality of life for our Veteran Heroes” and donations allow us to provide special events, 

entertainment, vehicles and items within the Home to fulfill our mission. Thank you so 

much for your generous donation of (Thivent) t-shirts! We always have a need for new t-

shirts and clothing so your generosity is truly appreciated. 

It’s our privilege to serve America’s Heroes at the Cameron Veterans Home! Thank you 

again for your support! 

Sincerely, Bill Haggard, Supervisor of Volunteer Services 

 
********************************************************************* 

 

Mark your calendars and 

save the date!   
We will be hosting a concert with our new 

organ on Friday, April 29th at 7:00PM. 

Keith Sandrock, who often plays the organ 

at our morning services during Advent and 

Lent and who installed our new organ, will 

be playing. He knows all the things that 

our organ can do, and will be giving us a 

fabulous concert showcasing some of 

them. Look for more information to come, 

but be sure to save the date. 
 

 



Christ Lutheran Church - Minutes of Board of Directors Meeting – February 17, 2022 

Opening Prayer:  James Thomas  Study: Pastor Froiland 

a) Accessions Communicant: 

o Simon Niemtschk – transfer from Trinity, Taylor, TX 

b) Accessions Baptized:   

o None 

c) Deletions: 

o  (Elders committee recommends the following be removed from communicant membership) 

o Deanna Stumpf – released at own request 

o Isabella Ticer – failure to care for membership 

 

Accessions & Deletions - Approval to accept S. Smith/Ramos 

 

Minutes:  

A motion by Knopp/Ramos to approve the minutes from January 2022 carried. 

 

Senior Pastor’s Report:  

1) Adult Information Class – Organizational meeting will be Sunday March 13th at 6 P.M.  Do come and 

bring a friend – all are welcome.   Also, the Women’s Bible Study on Wednesday evenings, Tuesday 

morning Bible study meets at 10:30 a.m., and the Men’s Bible Study on Friday morning continue to 

meet in person.  The Sunday morning class is currently studying the Book of Esther. 

2) This month’s study: “The Divine Service.” Handouts were placed in your box back in December. 

3) Do give attention to The Shepherd’s Staff.  Devotional material for you week/month, the monthly 

calendar, and all those who are on duty throughout the month (Altar Guild, Ushers, Acolytes, etc…).  

Don’t forget to check out www.christlc.net for more information about your church.  You also have a 

page on the website that you can put information for the Parish-family.  Contact Shawn Smith for more 

information on that.  

4) 2022 Directory of Disciples are available in the Narthex. Lenten Devotionals are available in the 

Narthex. 

5) The Shepherd’s Staff will be put together soon.  If you need to submit anything – get it to Eunice 

quickly.  Remember – a brief update to the congregation regarding what your committee is 

accomplishing might be very helpful – desired. 

6) New Organ Concert: There will be an Organ Concert on April 29th at 7 p.m. featuring Keith Sandrock 

and our new Allen Organ. Do plan to attend. More information forthcoming.  

7) Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on March 2nd.  Do plan on attending the remainder of our Midweek 

Services. You have two options – 10 A.M. and 7 P.M. Lenten Supper will be served before the 7 P.M. 

Service. A dessert will be served after the 10 a.m. Service. 

8) Don’t forget that we do committee ratifications each month.  This means we as a Board of Directors will 

receive those who have agreed to be on your committee.  

9) Centralized Committee Meetings this Sunday evening at 7 p.m.  Do come and be a part of them.  

10) Oromo congregation and Pastor Abdi update…  

 

Assistant Pastor’s Report: 

1) MLA update: Enrollment has opened for the ’22-’23 school year and 76 have already enrolled, and more 

anticipated.  The capital campaign has begun and plans have been drawn up for the remodel/new 

construction for the land acquisition west of the school.  The 19th Annual fundraising auction will be on 

Saturday, March 5th.  See the display in the fellowship commons for more information.         

2) Holy Cross update: On Sunday February 6th the Rev. Dr. C. A. Meissner publically announced that he 

accepted the call to serve as pastor of Holy Cross Lutheran in KCMO.  Dr. Meissner’s installation as 

pastor at Holy Cross will likely take place in March, TBD.    

3) I have begun the application process for MO District Mission Grant to be used for the Oromo outreach 

of our parish-family.  This grant will be dispersed monthly beginning July 2022-June 2023.   

http://www.christlc.net/


Deacon’s Report:  
a) Sunday School-All classrooms have teachers 

b) Weekday School- Full staff and 37 students registered 

c) Vacation Bible School-Likely dates July 25-28 

d) Thrivent Choice-February 2022: $ 305.00 Year to date 2022: $ 1,089.00 Total for ALL of 2021: $ 

3,822.00 

e) February 6 NLYG-TX Group Trivia Night Fun’Raiser @ Cinder Block 97 Participants - $ 1,735.00 

raised so far. 

f)  February 12 JR-LYF/KFC/LL Bumper Bowling Gladstone Bowl 

g) Upcoming events-Feb. 19 – 21 SR-LYF/JR-LYF Ski Trip and Bible Weekend Chestnut Mountain – 

Galena, Illinois  

h)  February 27 SR-LYF Sunday Night at the Movies To Be Determined 

i)  March 2 NLYG-TX Group Ash Wednesday German Meal Ephphatha Room 

 

President’s Report: 

1. Observations: This last Sunday while preparing for the 10:45 service I found myself “eaves dropping” 

on two class rooms that are near the Nave.  I was very impressed with what I heard and decided to listen 

to the other classrooms at the south end of the church.  Once again, I was impressed.  

I was impressed by the wonderful teachers and their passing on the faith to our children.  In one room I 

heard the teacher instructing the small children about the duties of the pastors.  He asked them, “When 

you go up for Communion with your parents, what does the pastor say to you?  What does that mean?” 

The children hung on his every word. In another room I heard singing and laughter of the children.  

During the stops in singing, the teacher taught them about what it means to be baptized. 

In my last room I overheard, “How many times must we forgive?” The teacher went on to explain how 

Jesus taught His disciples about what it means to be a follower and how we should be ready to forgive 

seventy times seven.   

I then went to the Divine Service and heard Pastor Froiland teach that we serve the kingdom not out of 

compulsion but because of the love that was first shown to us.   

The laity teaching is nothing new here.  However, we should stop and give thanks to the Holy Spirit for 

equipping the saints gathered here at Christ Lutheran for their gifts in making disciples of our youth.   

2. Please find your back up and submit a proxy as soon as you are able.  

 

Continuing Business: 
a) Church Security/Protection Measures Update: Nothing to report 

b) Buildings Committee: Church Doors Project: The doors are ordered and parts of the new doors have 

arrived. Still waiting on second set of doors. 

c) Oromo Lutheran Congregation Update: Pastor Arnold continues to maintain communication with Pastor 

Abdi and Oromo Congregation. Spoke with immigration lawyer in a meeting with Pastor Abdi’s family 

present. We have some Visa matters that we continue to discuss. 

 

New Business: 

a) Organ fund project update: An Organ Concert has been scheduled to feature our new organ on Friday, 

April 29th. Keith Sandrock performing. 

b) Proxies and new committee member ratifications: 

  Elders-Russel Hollander; Youth and Parish Ed – Greg Nowlin; Finance -Marcus Smith 

The board has voted to move the overage from last year’s budget as is followed: 

HRA fund - $7,487.59 

Maintenance fund - $4000.00 

MLA Capital fund-$5,000.00 

Pre-K upcoming Capital Campaign- $5,000.00 

Motion to Approve Stephen O’Toole/second Russell Hollander 

   



Announcements: 

 Next BOD Meeting Thursday 1/20/2022 

 

ADJOURN:     Motion to adjourn by S. Smith/Ramos carried and the meeting closed with prayer. 

Closing Prayer:   Shawn Smith 

 

Respectfully submitted, Tom Knopp, Secretary 

 

Next BoD Meeting: March 17th @ 7pm  Opening Prayer:  Tommy Knopp/Tommy France 

Closing Prayer:  Dan Jones/ Eric Buse 

 

BoD Committee Reports:  
Buildings 

Tommy Knopp 
Getting bids for new lighting in the Church 

Update on Exterior doors: 

One set of door frames are in but waiting on second set and the glass to come in.  
Education 

Troy Fredde 
February 1st Checking Account Balance: $222, 929 (this amount includes Prepaid tuition amounts from 

several families and enough money to cover operating costs for one month) 

Projected Operating costs for the 2021-2022 School year are $559,876 and we are not finished with our 

school year. 

Fall Enrollment for the 2021-2022 School year is at 98 

40 Families are on the enrollment list for the 2022/2023 school year. 

Pre-K currently has 5 classrooms and employs 17 people and requires several volunteers. Please continue to 

keep the staff in your prayers as they navigate this school year. Also keep the students and their families in 

your prayers. 

Calendar: First Draft of the 2022-2023 Calendar has school starting August 18th. 

The Oversite Committee voted to increase the summer school price for the months of June and July to match 

the tuition price of the other 10 months of the year. This would keep tuition the same for all 12 months of the 

year. SOC voted to raise tuition for the 2022-2023 school year. This raises tuition between $22-$45 a month 

depending on a student’s enrollment status. 

The committee will be voting on cost-of-living salary increases for employees at the March meeting. We are 

looking at increases of 2.25% or 4.50%. MO Synod District recommends a 4.50% increase for the cost of 

living.  

SOC also voted to provide a 10% sibling discount for families with more than one child attending PreK 

New Playground Update  

PreK is collecting new bids for leveling and resurfacing. After which we will be proceeding with a Capital 

Campaign to raise the funds. We are planning a Capitol Campaign to start in August 2023 and would 

coincide with Pre-K’s 50th Anniversary.   

2022 LEA Convocation 

PreK continues to make plans for teachers to attend the 2022 LEA Convocation in Milwaukee, WI in 

October. 
Elders 

Shawn Smith 
Home Calls 1, Church Calls 1, Phone Calls 10, Attempted Calls 1 

 

Covid-19 Guidelines Review 

1. Will leave offering plate in the Narthex for now.  

2. Intinction to continue to be offered during Holy Communion 

3. Use of masks by Pastors as they greet members after Service is left to their discretion. 
Fellowship 

John Ramos 
Served donuts on January 2nd, January 16th and February 6th 

Changed the Fellowship checking account from a check book to a debit card. 

Fellowship will serve dinner on second and third Wednesday during Lent 

Fellowship, with the help of Deacon, will put together a couple of road rallies. 
Finance 

Eric Buse 
January Plate Offerings: $70,326.90, $9,403.48 Surplus for the month. 

Other non-budgeted deposits were $5,080.00 

I have sent in a list of the committee members to assist in counting offering. I have filled many of the spot; 

however, I am still waiting to hear back from a few people, and I am reaching out to a few more to fill out my 

committee. 



Grounds 

Dan Jones 
We have everything to fix signs that have fallen down, just need to have the time to fix them 

OASIS 

Tommy France 
March 11, 10:30 AM – College care packages will be put together.  This event will be followed by a pot luck.  

We will be accepting donations starting Feb. 13 through March 10.   
Outreach 

John Peer 
No report  

 
Public Relations 

Stephen O’Toole 
The Hillcrest apartment is still being occupied by Ryan Barnett.  He recently paid off a large amount of debt 

and is working toward reinstating his driver’s license. Ryan is still working at Zona Rosa Security and is 

considering applying to the Kansas City, MO Police Department. 
Stewardship 

Jeff Ferguson 
Average Attendance 175 (22) v. 109(21) v. 173 (20) 

 
Treasurer 

James Thomas 
Offerings were over budget in January by $8,403.48  

Expenses were under budget in January by $2,138.20 

Overages for 2021 were discussed in New Business  
Youth and 

Parish 

Education 
Josh Repplinger 

February 6th was Trivia Night at Cinderblock, 97 participants ($1,735 raised) 

February 12th was Bumper Bowling at Gladstone Bowl (rescheduled) 
 

Upcoming Events: 

 February 19th-21st is the Ski Trip 

 February 27th is Sunday Night at the Movies 

 March 5th is Day at the Zoo 
 

Attendance (check box if present):  

x Graham x Fredde x Jones x Ferguson x Pr. Arnold 

 S. Smith  Knopp Sr. x France x Thomas x Pr. Froiland 

x Hollander x Romas  Peer   x Deac. Buchholz 

x Knopp Jr. x Buse x O’Toole     

 

 

Adult Information Class 
A new Adult Information Class will begin this month with an organizational meeting 

on Sunday, March 13th at 6:00PM.  The meeting will be 

very brief, about 20 minutes or so, to hand out materials 

and discuss which days the class would like to meet. 

Who is it for?  It’s for everyone.  It’s for the longtime 

member who wants a refresher on Christian doctrine and 

the Lutheran faith.  It’s for those who are seeking 

membership in this congregation.  It’s also for anyone else just interested in what 

Lutherans teach and confess. 

May I come and bring a friend?  Absolutely!  That’s exactly what the class is for.  

In other words, don’t just invite someone you know to the class.  Rather, BRING 

THEM WITH YOU.  Invite them along and offer to pick them up.  Friends will be 

much more willing to go if they know you will be in the class with them. 

Don’t miss out – Organizational meeting for a new class will be Sunday, March 13th 

at 6:00PM at the Church.  Remember, the participants in the class will decide 

which days are best to meet.  Do come and be a part of our new class. 

Note – If you can’t make the organizational meeting – no problem.  You may join 

the class at any time.  Just talk with either Pastor Arnold or Pastor Froiland. 

 



QUESTION: What is the significance of Lent?  

ANSWER: Early in the Church's history, the major events in Christ's life were observed with special observances, 
such as His birth, baptism, death, resurrection and ascension. 
As these observances developed, a period of time was set aside prior to the major events of Jesus' birth and 
resurrection as a time of preparation. 
During Lent, the Church's worship assumes a more penitential character. The color for the season is purple, a color 
often associated with penitence. The "Hymn of Praise" is omitted from the liturgy. The word "Alleluia" is usually 
omitted as well. 
By not using the alleluia — a joyful expression meaning "Praise the Lord" — until Easter, the Lenten season is 
clearly set apart as a distinct time from the rest of the year. 
Additionally, it forms a powerful contrast with the festive celebration of Jesus' resurrection when our alleluias ring 
loud and clear. 
Finally, the penitential character of Lent is not its sole purpose. In the ancient Church, the weeks leading up to 
Easter were a time of intensive preparation of the candidates who were to be baptized at the Easter vigil on Holy 
Saturday. 
This time in the Church's calendar was seen as an especially appropriate time for Baptism because of the 
relationship between Christ's death and resurrection and our own in Holy Baptism (see Rom. 6:1-11). 
This focus would suggest that the season of Lent serves not only as a time to meditate on the suffering that Christ 
endured on our behalf but also as an opportunity to reflect upon our own Baptism and what it means to live as a 
child of God. 

 

“7 Things You May Not Know About Lent & The 1 Thing You Must!!!” 
1. The original period of Lent was 40 hours; it was spent in fasting to commemorate The Suffering 

of Christ.  Then it became 30 days, then 36 and, finally, in the reign of Charlemagne, about 800 

A.D., 40 days, not including Sundays. 

2. The 40 days of Lent correspond to Christ’s 40 days in the wilderness. 

3. The date of Ash Wednesday is determined by the date of Easter.  The Council of Nicea 

determined in 325  A.D. that Easter would be observed on the first Sunday following the 14th 

day of the Paschal Moon. 

4. The earliest that Lent can begin is February 5.  That happened last in 1818 and did not occur 

during the 20th century. 

5. The latest that Lent can start is March 10.  It won’t be that late again until the year 2038.   

6. Lent comes from the Old English word for Spring.  The wearing of sackcloth and ashes is a 

custom going back to Old Testament times.  Many Christians observe the custom on Ash 

Wednesday, using the ashes of the previous year’s burned Palm Sunday palms. 

7. The day before Ash Wednesday, Shrove Tuesday, is celebrated in many parts of the world with 

feasting.  The French call it Mardi Gras, the Germans call it Fasching.  The feasting comes from 

the custom of using up household fats prior to the 40 days of Lenten fasting when no fat is used. 

Now, for the 1 thing you must... 

These facts about Lent are interesting, but they’re not really very important.  The one important fact in 

your life is this – that Christ died that your sins can be forgiven. 

A fact so simple...so familiar...so huge...so wonderful that it is hard to grasp.  That’s why Christians 

observe Lent – to set forty days aside to think about Christ’s death and what it means in their lives. 

Lent gives you another chance to think about your sins and what it means that Christ died for them.  It 

gives you another chance to review your life, another chance to grow in faith and love. 

Lent is a time to be close to God – closer than you’ve ever been.  It’s a time to attend Church more 

regularly and more often, to pray more often, to read The Bible more diligently and to spread The Word 

of God more earnestly. 

This Lenten Season can be the most important forty days in your life...your eternal life. 

 



A Stewardship Lesson from God’s Word … Isaiah 64:6 
 

Why does giving seem so difficult? In reality, it isn’t.  But we make it difficult.  We make 
it difficult because we’re afraid.  We’re afraid that it isn’t worth the investment.  We’re afraid 
that what we give to the church might be wasted, or that we could use it for something better, 
something more enjoyable, something more real, more tangible, more immediate, even more 
important, something more important than God and His gifts.  

The point is this: We struggle with giving because we don’t believe as we should.  We 
should fear, love, and trust in God above all things.  And so we fail to give because we don’t 
love God with our whole heart, soul, and mind.  We fail to give because we don’t fear Him 
more than we fear other things.  We fail to give because we don’t trust Him more than we trust 
the things we can more immediately see, taste, and touch.  We don’t trust that He will give us 
everything (EVERYTHING!) we need to support this body and life.  For if we did fear, love, 
and trust in God above all things, we would see and know that all the other things that vie for 
our time, our talents, and our treasures pale in comparison to the joy of the real, tangible, 
immediate love God has showered upon us in the proclamation of the forgiveness of sins on 
account of His Son’s death, resurrection, and ascension.  

The only proper response to this is repentance: to confess our sin, our stinginess, our 
lack of fear, love, and faith in God’s promises, and to trust in Him to help us bring our desire to 
do better to fruition.   

For God is not holding out on us.  He never has.  He never will.   

For if He has given you His only Son, how will He not also give you all things? He will.  
It is His promise.  And these promises are sure and certain.  

The reality is that God doesn’t need our giving.  He doesn’t need our time, our talents, 
our treasures.  He is God.  We are not.  He can do all things without our help. And even what 
we do give, even the good and righteous things we do accomplish, these are but filthy rags, as 
the prophet Isaiah tells us (Isaiah 64:6).  Our gifts to God and to the Church are like a child’s 
gift of dandelions to his mother.  They are weeds, which most of us spend an entire summer 
trying to rid our yards of them.  And yet despite the fact that they are weeds, mothers always 
receive them with a smile and with joy.  They will even put them in vases and display them on 
tables and countertops.  They will recount to friends and other family members how their child 
gave them “flowers,” just to say I love you and I’m thankful for all you do.  

Our Lord, too, receives with joy and a smile the gifts we give in thanksgiving and praise 
of what He has done.  Even though these gifts are but weeds, filthy rags, and despite the fact 
that He doesn’t need them to accomplish what He wills, He receives them and puts it to use for 
our and our neighbors good.  That is the real joy of giving.  He doesn’t need us.  Yet He makes 
use of us, He employs us in His service despite it.  He makes all that we do—our giving, our 
work, our service to our family and friends and neighbors—holy.  And He blesses it for their 
and our good and to the glory of His name.  

So is giving so hard? No, it’s like giving dandelions to our mothers.  And when dinner is 
ready, when the food is on the table, she’ll gladly have a vase full of them right in the middle.  
The Lord has prepared a table for you.  Dinner is ready.  The table is set.  His Body and Blood 
is given to strengthen and nourish you.  And right there, where Christ is with us, are the 
dandelions we gave.  He has put them to use for our good, for our forgiveness, for our life in 
Him. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Christ Lutheran – March 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7pm - Choir 

2  Ash Wednesday 
10am - Ash Wednesday Service 
with LS &  Imposition of Ashes 
4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Women’s Bible Study 
5:45pm – Ash Wed. Dinner 
7pm - Ash Wednesday Service 
with LS & Imposition of Ashes 

3 
6:30pm - Bells 
7pm - Elders 

4 
6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

5 
10am – KFC 
& LL @ Zoo 
 
Martin Luther 
Academy 
Auction 

6 
8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 

7 
Pastors’ 
Day Off 

8 
10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7pm - Choir 

9    
10am - Lent Service followed 
by desserts 
4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Women’s Bible Study 
5:45pm - Lent Dinner 
7pm - Lent Service 

10 
6:30pm - Bells 
  

11 
6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
10:30am – 
OASIS 
Packing and 
Potluck 

12 

13 
8am - Divine Service - LS           
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service  
Noon - Oromo Worship 
6pm - Adult Info. Organizational Mtg. 

14 
Pastors’ 
Day Off 
6pm - 
Bunco 

15 
10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7pm - Choir 

16   
10am - Lent Service followed 
by desserts 
NO Weekday School 
NO Women’s Bible Study 
5:45pm - Lent Dinner 
7pm - Lent Service 

17   
 
 

6:30pm - Bells 
7pm - Board of 
Directors 

18 
6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

19 

20 
8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 

21 
Pastors’ 
Day Off 

22 
10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7pm - Choir 

23   
10am - Lent Service followed 
by desserts 
4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Women’s Bible Study 
5:45pm - Lent Dinner 
7pm - Lent Service 

24 
6:30pm – Bells 
Pastors’ 
Conference at 
Excel. Springs 
  

25 
6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
7pm – Music 
Concert at 
LHSKC 

26 

27    8am - Divine Service - LS           
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service  
Noon - Oromo Worship 
5:30pm – SR & JR LYF to Escape Room 

28 
Pastors’ 
Day Off 

29 
10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7pm - Choir 

30   10am - Lent Service 
followed by desserts 
4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Women’s Bible Study 
5:45pm - Lent Dinner 
7pm - Lent Service 

31 
6:30pm - Bells 
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Acolytes:  8am – Jones 10:45am – Peter Oetting 
 

Head Ushers:   8am – John Peer 10:45am – Stephen O’Toole 

Ushers:  8am – Chuck Eberth  10:45am – Don O’Keefe, Michael O’Keefe 

 

Elder In Charge:  8am – K. Smith  10:45am – Repplinger 

     2nd – L. Smith/S. Smith;  9th – Lyons/Ferguson;   16th – Lewis/Watson;    
  23rd – Scroggins/L. Smith  30th – L. Smith/Ferguson 
 

Greeters:   8am – Georgia Witt  10:45am – Shirley Howard 
 

Counter:   

 

Altar Guild:     Servers       Linens  

   3/2  Oswald/Chastain/Grace    Faller 

   3/6  Gibson/Chastain/Vincenti    Wittmaier 

   3/9  Hackworth/Schneider 

   3/13  Degnan/Kuhn/Rothert     Faller 

   3/16  Wilson/Reinhardt       

   3/20  Daugherty/Duff/Howard    Wittmaier 

   3/23  Lewis/Wittmaier       

   3/27  Jensen/Steffens/Wittmaier    Faller 

   3/30  Hackworth/Rothert 

    
          

 Launder and Steam Acolyte Robes & Cottas, Pastors’ Cassocks & Surplices – Rothert 
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