
  

Dear Fellow Redeemed, 

Last month, on Valentine’s Day, I gave a brief presentation on the topic of marriage and family 

to a gathering of Lutherans at a restaurant in Higginsville, MO.  They called the event, “Beer for 

Thought” – an informal gathering of newlyweds, young couples, and a few “experienced” wives 

and husbands who enjoy each other’s company while at the same time talking a little theology.  I 

will tell you, Andrea and I had a good time making new friends and getting reacquainted with 

some we have already met.  The food was good and the conversation stimulating. 

When I think about God’s gift of marriage and family, I can’t help but think of Genesis 1 & 2 

and how God created the heavens and the earth.  Creation is God’s first act of mercy.  He brings 

order to what was formally chaos. “The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over 

the face of the deep…” (Genesis 1:2a).  And then God intervenes.  “And God said, ‘Let there be 

light,’ and there was light.”  The first thing God does to bring order out of chaos is to create 

light.  Light is called into being through God’s utterance in order to contrast with the darkness 

which happen to be the setting of God’s initial creative work.  Light brings order.  Light enables 

us to see while the darkness keeps us… well… in the dark. 

God continues this movement toward order when a little later (in Genesis 1:9ff) God separates 

the water and the dry ground, fills the ground with vegetation and animals, the sky with birds, 

and the water with sea creatures.  Each time God brings more of what He creates together.  He is 

actively involved in shaping His creation for its own good.  So it is with His creation of man and 

woman. 

God created man.  He was alone.  God knew that loneliness would bring chaos and disorder to 

the man.  Loneliness was not good.  When God declared that it was not good for man to be 

alone, He created woman.  He took a rib out of the man and created Eve.  Adam said about the 

woman, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she will be called woman 

because she was taken out of man.”  Now, man does not have to be alone.  Now, man has 

companionship, friendship, godly responsibility… a family. 

Beloved, God’s greatest gift to mankind is the family.  We need family.  It’s true, not all people 

are married but we all need to belong… to have an identity… to have the love, support, and 

encouragement of others.  Everyone needs community. 

We also have a family in our church.  Christ Lutheran is our “CHURCH” family.  Again, God 

“orders” His people.  He wraps us around His Word and His Sacraments.  He feeds us and uses 

us to love and serve one another.  We are a family – together -- with the same faith in our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ.  We are different but yet we have so much in common.  We have the 

same Heavenly Father who created us, sustains us, and gave His only Begotten Son to redeem 

us.  What a blessed gift this is.  In Christ Jesus, order is brought back into the chaotic lives of 

sinners like us.  Thanks be to God! 

In Christ’s Service 

Pastor Arnold  
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Upon the Cross Extended 
  

 “Upon the Cross Extended” (LSB 453) is one of our Holy Week hymns which would 
be typically sung on Good Friday.  The suffering and death of our Savior is the subject that 
overshadows the entire season of Lent and our theme for Lenten midweek worship 
highlights this point: “Eyes on Jesus.”  The hymn gives a vivid description of what we see 
as we look upon Jesus. 

 “Upon the Cross Extended” was written by a Lutheran pastor named Paul Gerhardt, 
who lived in the 17th century.  He lived during the Thirty Years’ War (1618-48) in which 
much of Europe was ravaged and destroyed.  During that time, Gerhardt’s home, church, 
and entire village were razed to the ground.  Besides enduring the hardships of physical 
warfare, he also lived at a time when civil officials were forcing a Lutheran/Reformed 
merger which Gerhardt hardily opposed.  This had the consequence of his dismissal from 
his prominent position in the Berlin church he served.  Before his death at the age of 69, he 
suffered the personal tragedy of losing his wife and four out of his five children.  In the 
final parish he served in Lubben, Germany is a painting of him with the following 
inscribed below: “Paul Gerhardt, a theologian sifted in Satan’s sieve, and afterward found 
faithful.”  He wrote more than 145 hymns and included among them is his “Upon the 
Cross Extended.”  

 Seven stanzas of the original sixteen are included in our hymnal (LSB 453).  In this 
hymn, Gerhardt follows a long Christian tradition of focusing one’s meditation upon the 
reception of Christ’s saving work on the cross.  The goal for Gerhardt was not some 
mystical experience to make one holy by returning to Calvary; rather, he used the imagery 
of the cross to drive comfortable sinners to repentance and repentant sinners to the same 
cross for life and salvation.  This is still our great comfort today: the cross is proof that God 
loves us unconditionally by not staying in heaven and remaining at a distance, but joining 
us in our suffering, defeating it, and bringing us out of it. 

 Gerhardt’s vivid descriptions in this hymn grant us this comfort: “Upon the cross 
extended see world, your Lord suspended.  Your Savior yields His breath.  The Prince of 
Life from heaven Himself has freely given to shame and blows and bitter death.” (LSB 
453:1).   

 Gerhardt’s hymn gets drastically personal as well.  No sinner can hide in the larger 
group: “I caused Your grief and sighing by evils multiplying as countless as the sands.  I 
caused the woes unnumbered with which your soul is cumbered, Your sorrows raised by 
wicked hands.” (LSB 453:4)  And just as no sinner can hide, neither can the individual 
redeemed soul hide among the host of heaven: “Your cords of love, my Savior, bind me to 
You forever, I am no longer mine.  To You I gladly tender all that my life can render and all 
I have to You resign.” (LSB 453:6).  Faith responds in giving back to the One who gave all. 

 “Upon the Cross Extended” is another perfect example of how the saving power of 
the cross restores, guides, and sustains us through every test of this life. 

  
In Christ’s Service, 
Pastor Froiland 
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 YOUTH NEWS  

LENT DINNERS 
(FUNDRAISING FOR HT-MI)  

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF OUR 
ASH WEDNESDAY MEAL – JUST DAYS AGO! 

 
Please continue to support our Youth and Adults who 
will be attending the 2020 Higher Things Youth 
Conference taking place in Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
Your free-will offerings will be greatly appreciated! 
 

(February 26 – Ash Wednesday Meal – 5:45 PM) 
(Bratwurst & Burgers on Bun, Pumpernickel, or Rye Bread; 
Veggie Burgers; German Potato Salad; Sauerkraut; Baked 
Beans; Potato Chips; Cole Slaw; Brownies and Ice Cream;  

Lemonade, Tea, Water, and Coffee)  
  

March 4          Lent Dinner      5:45 PM 
Taco Bar; Seasoned Beef and Chicken; Refried Beans; Soft 

Tortillas and Tortilla Chips; Guacamole; Black Beans; Salsa; 
Sour Cream; Fresh Diced Tomatoes; Shredded Lettuce; 

Cookies and Ice Cream;  
Lemonade, Tea, Water, and Coffee  

 

 

SR-LYF   JR-LYF 
Grades 9-12                         Grades 6-8                             

ESCAPE ROOM 
Sunday, March 8             Time T.B.A. 

Sign-up has already begun for our Sunday, March 8 
outing.  Deacon will need to have firm numbers for 
this event – and wishes to end sign-ups – on Sunday, 
March 1.  The actual time for the beginning of this 
event will depend largely upon what rooms are still 
available, but we are hoping to land a 4:00 PM start 
time.  After our experience, the group will grab a bite 
to eat, together, in the River Market.  Details can be 
found on the poster inside the Fellowship Commons.  

              

 
 

Little Lambs          Kids For Christ 
    Infant-Kindergarten                      Grades 1-5 

DAY AT THE ZOO 
Saturday, March 28        10:00 AM 

All are invited to enjoy a Saturday morning and early 
afternoon at the Kansas City Zoo on March 28.  Our 
group will meet at the front gate to be admitted 
together.   
 

Families may choose to pack sack lunches or purchase 
their own lunches inside the zoo.  Attention will be 
given to the opportunities to gather together for some 
of the special shows and feeding times of certain 
animals.   
 

Details about the entire day will be shared on the sign-
up poster inside the Fellowship Commons. 
 

 

SR-LYF / JR-LYF 
Grades 9-12                 Grades 6-8 

EASTER PREPARATIONS 
Saturday, April 11     9:00-10:30 AM 

SR-LYF Members (Gr. 9-12) & JR-LYF Members (Gr. 6-
8)  are needed to help prepare the Ephphatha Room 
for the Easter Breakfast, and to “stuff eggs” for the 
annual Easter Egg Hunt.  
 

 

SR-LYF / JR-LYF 
Grades 9-12                 Grades 6-8 

EASTER BREAKFAST 

Little Lambs       Kids For Christ    
         Infant-Kindergarten                 Grades 1-5                                

EASTER EGG HUNT 
Easter Sunday, April 12  

  

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq03
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq03


Midweek Lent and Holy Week 

 
 

March 4th – Midweek Lent 1   Theme: Betraying Eyes 

March 11th – Midweek Lent 2   Theme: Sleepy Eyes 

March 18th – Midweek Lent 3   Theme: Denying Eyes 

March 25th – Midweek Lent 4   Theme: Murderous Eyes 

April 1st – Midweek Lent 5    Theme: Worldly Eyes 

Maundy Thursday     Theme: More Than Meets the Eye 

Good Friday      Theme: God’s Eyes 

Easter Vigil      Theme: Resting Eyes 

Easter Sunday     Theme: Angel Eyes 

Ash Wednesday and Midweek Lent Services are at 10 a.m. and 7 p.m.  Maundy Thursday, Good 

Friday and Easter Vigil are at 7 p.m.  Easter Sunday Services are at 6 a.m., 8 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Adult Information Class 
A new Adult Information Class will begin this month with an organizational meeting on 

Sunday, March 8th at 6:00PM.  The meeting will be very brief, about 20 minutes or so, 

to hand out materials and discuss which days the class would like to meet. 

Who is it for?  It’s for everyone.  It’s for the longtime member who wants a refresher 

on Christian doctrine and the Lutheran faith.  It’s for those who are seeking 

membership in this congregation.  It’s also for anyone else just interested in what 

Lutherans teach and confess. 

May I come and bring a friend?  Absolutely!  That’s exactly what the class is for.  In 

other words, don’t just invite someone you know to the class.  Rather, BRING THEM 

WITH YOU.  Invite them along and offer to pick them up.  Friends will be much more 

willing to go if they know you will be in the class with them. 

Don’t miss out – Organizational meeting for a new class will be Sunday, March 8th at 

6:00PM at the Church.  Remember, the participants in the class will decide which days 

are best to meet.  Do come and be a part of our new class. 

Note – If you can’t make the organizational meeting – no problem.  You may join the 

class at any time.  Just talk with either Pastor Arnold or Pastor Froiland. 



March & April Acolytes 
  8:00am     10:45am  
 

 

March  Connor Henry     Joseph Winfrey, Jarien Montgomery 
Lent services: 3/4 – Brian Odegaard; 3/11 – Chadron Cummins; 3/18 – Brandon Cuda; 3/25 – Alex Smith 
 
April  Gus Jones     Forrest Boynton, Jacob Baker 
4/1 – Peter Oetting; 4/9 – Connor Henry & Jarien Montgomery; 4/10 – Forrest Boynton & Jacob Baker;  
4/11 – Dallas Boeka; 4/12 @6am – Chadron Cummins, extra @8am – Brian Odegaard & Alex Smith; extra 
@10:45am – Peter Oetting & Joseph Winfrey 

 

Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do not stare 
out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing hymns and 
participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no later 
than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship!! 
 

Jacob Baker 10:45am 866-4093 
Dallas Boeka 10:45am 419-5292 
Forrest Boynton 10:45am 326-7191 
Brandon Cuda 10:45am 419-6976 
Chadron Cummins  8am 550-6829 
Connor Henry 8am 584-2988 
Gus Jones 8am 547-4751 

Joshua Keller 10:45am 734-1962 
Jarien Montgomery 10:45am 785-341-9397 
Brian Odegaard 8am 665-5929 
Peter Oetting 10:45am 853-6277 
Alex Smith 10:45am 407-7542 
Joseph Winfrey 10:45am 898-3846

 

Discipleship Data 
 

 

Deletions: 

Anna Siebe, transfer to Peace Lutheran  Grand Island, NE 

Tye and Clare McCaughey, transfer to St. Stephen  Liberty, MO 
 

 
 

 

We are in need of a few more greeters. There 
are still a few openings near the end of the 
year.  If this is something you’re interested 
in doing, or would like more information about 
it, please contact Matthew Miller, Pastor 
Froiland, or John Peer.  Thanks for 
considering serving in this way.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CHRIST LUTHERAN PRE-KINDERGARTEN 

 
 

Greetings from Christ Lutheran Preschool. 

With the days getting longer and spring time just around the corner, we 

leap into March with a renewed sense of excitement! 

Our Bible stories this month are Jesus Forgives Zacchaeus, One Man Says 

Thank You, Jesus Rides in to Jerusalem, and At The Last Supper.  The 

children love learning about Jesus every day. 

We will be celebrating Dr. Seuss’ Birthday this month by reading some 

Dr. Seuss books and enjoying some fun activities.   

 

Upcoming Events: 

March 2 – Happy Birthday Dr. Seuss 

March 3 – McTeacher Night @ McDonald’s at Barry Rd. & I-29. 

March 16 – 20 – Spring Break, No School 

March 27 – Joho Storyteller visits Pre-K 

 

 
******************************************** 

We get letters…… 
 

To Our Friends at Christ Lutheran- 

Thank you so much for your continued support of Hillcrest Platte County! Your 

service work is a blessing to our residents and our ministry!  God bless! 

Rebecca Sayre 

 

Dear Christ Lutheran Family, 

Thank You for the Martin Luther Daily Devotional Book and Zona Rosa gift card. I love the 

book and appreciate the gift card. 

Thank You also for all your support and prayers for Pre-K.    Blessings, Sue Daley 

 



 

 
 

3/2 Pamela Levetzow 

 Jim Ford 

 Andrew Keck 

3/3 Ali Kaky 

 Jeff Marriott 

 Naomi Boyd 

3/4 Debra Peterson 

 David Baker 

 Samantha Oathout 

3/5 Douglas Gibson 

 Deanna Stumpf 

3/6 Shirley Newhouse 

 Dan Mahnken 

 Randi Kent 

3/7 Cheryl Holle 

 Nathan June 

3/8 Hank Marriott 

3/10 Kyle Basch 

3/11 Jennifer Sager 

 Aubrey Ziller 

 Sylar Newcomb 

3/12 Marilyn Graham 

 Jerry Pietsch 

 Jacalyn Firestone 

 Kathy Ferguson 

 Christine Richardson 

 Sophie McLauchlen 

 

 

3/13 Georgia Witt 

 Sara Froiland 

 Rachel Henrichs 

3/14 Tamra Penn 

 Michael Nielsen 

 Tyler Williamson 

3/15 Brian Cox 

 Darren Cox 

 Leah Gehrke 

3/16 Patti Haerther 

 Justyn Osar 

3/17 Zaneta Yanez 

 Erik Stark 

 Jereen Lyons 

 Corey Richardson 

 Ivory Kump 

3/18 Richard Weimer 

 Frances Schach 

 Jan Turner 

 Sarah Nelson 

 Caitlyn Trager 

3/20 Jenner Jones 

 Bretten Roberts 

3/21 Casey Martin 

3/22 Sharon Clark 

 Tanya Cvetan 

 Jonathan Clark 

 Genesis Herring 

 

3/23 Susan Dittmer 

 Nancy Ruud 

 Sean Leive 

 Stacy Fizer 

 Spring Taylor 

3/24 Laura Spidle 

 Heather Patrick 

 Anne Thomas 

 Jarien Montgomery 

3/25 Emmalynn Froiland 

3/26 Bobby Mann 

3/27 Carla Ballah 

 Judy Gibson 

 Rhett Monroe 

 Khyler Brewer 

 Cameron Mann 

3/28 Debbie Durham 

 Ashlee Peterson 

 Jodi Pedersen 

 Logan Sanders 

3/29 Clifford Baker 

 Michelle Herring 

3/30 Barb Chastain 

 Abigale Bayless 

3/31 David Richardson 

 Bobbie Butler 

 Marcia Naher

 

******************************************** 

MARTIN LUTHER ACADEMY NEWS 
 
 

MLA Fundraiser Auction – March 7 
There’s not much better than a good meal and a lively evening to support a good cause, 
and that’s just what MLA’s auction committee is preparing for you! With your $35 ticket 
purchase you will enjoy access to hundreds of auction items and dinner by Peter May’s 
House of Kielbasa. We can’t wait to see you on March 7! Purchase tickets or see other 
forms at church, MLA, and martinlutheracademy.org-Support-Auction. Contact 
EagleAuction@mlakc.com. 

http://martinlutheracademy.org/
mailto:EagleAuction@mlakc.com


Singing Saints 
The Singing Saints of Saint Paul Lutheran High School, of Concordia, Missouri, will be performing a 

concert on Thursday, March 12, at 7:00pm at St. Stephen Lutheran Church, 205 N. Forest Ave, Liberty, 

MO. The choir is on their annual domestic tour, singing this year in Texas, Oklahoma, and Missouri. 

The select touring choir is made up of 48 students from the 60-voiced concert choir and they will be 

performing a varied program that included classic works by J. S. Bach, Anton Bruckner, and Orlando 

Gibbons, as well as some traditional spirituals, hymns and anthems. They will also be singing two 

movements from a not-yet-published cantata by David von Kampen, which they helped commission 

this past summer. The award-winning choir is under the direction of Dr. Jerrode Baker Marsh and has 

sung in nearly all 48 continental states, Canada, and in 2018 they sang a 19-day tour throughout 

Central Europe. The concert is free, but donations are kindly requested to help cover expenses for 

their tour. For more information about this concert, please contact St. Stephen Lutheran Church at 

816-781-3377. 
 

Saint Paul Lutheran High School is the only LC-MS residential high school in the United States, located 

in central Missouri, about an hour east of Kansas City. The college-prep school offers college level 

courses, STEM classes, Honors and AP classes, and numerous opportunities to be involved in sports, 

music, drama, academic teams and more. For more information about the school, or the rest of the 

concert tour, visit www.splhs.org or the SPLHS Singing Saints on Facebook.   
 

******************************************** 
 

Orchids and Onions 
Orchids to January and February’s Elders and Ushers for your dedicated service in 
serving your Lord: ELDER’S: Larry Sperl, Herb Steffens, Jeff Ferguson, Jerry Pietsch, Shawn 
Smith, Derek Rothert, Ken Lyons, Tom Watson, Roger Lewis, Kevin Smith, Tim Oetting, Jeff 

Faller, Phil Daley, Russell Hollander; USHERS: Tom Chastain, Howard Gibson, Bob Keller, James 
Thomas, Dan Jones, Douglas Gibson, Charley Buckner, Ken Kraft, Don Rae, David Balsters, Matt Miller, 
and Matt Wittmaier. 
Orchids to Mary Groth, Lynda Reinert, Eunice, Becky Belt and Judy Gibson for all their work involved in 
assembling the college care packages. 
Orchids to those that donated the items for the college care packages. 
Orchids to Lowell Smith who has been working on our new security camera system which includes a lot of 
set-up and training.  He is also working on a new Mesh Wi-Fi system that will increase our internet 
coverage around the entire building.  Thank you, Lowell, for all your “IT” work in and around the church. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Easter Lilies 
Easter lilies are available for purchase to help beautify our church for 
Easter.  If you’d like to purchase one, please sign-up on the sheet in the 

Narthex.  Payment can be with cash, or a check written to Christ Lutheran 
Altar Guild.  Envelopes are available for payment, and can be left in the 
Altar Guild mailbox by the pop machine.  Each plant is $14, and you can 

take it home after the Easter season. 
 

 

http://www.splhs.org/


OASIS (Older Adult Seniors In Service) 
 

Fellowship following Lent Service 
 

March 4 through April 10, OASIS will provide a light dessert following the Wednesday 

10:00am Lent services. So please be sure to stick around after the service to enjoy some 

fellowship. 

 

Coming up in early May 

OASIS is planning a KC Trolley Tour event in early May, date is TBD. The pickup point 

is at Union Station, 30 West Pershing, KC, MO 64108, 816.500.5417. Tours are 90 

minutes, with 17 miles of narrative, with first come first serve seating.  Tickets are $20/ 

Adults, $18/ Seniors & Active Military/Veterans, $10 Children 12 & Under, Infants on 

laps are free. Everyone will be responsible for making and paying for their own 

reservation by calling or reserving on line. More to come in April. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

“7 Things You May Not Know About Lent & The 1 Thing You Must!!!” 
1. The original period of Lent was 40 hours; it was spent in fasting to commemorate The Suffering 

of Christ.  Then it became 30 days, then 36 and, finally, in the reign of Charlemagne, about 800 

A.D., 40 days, not including Sundays. 

2. The 40 days of Lent correspond to Christ’s 40 days in the wilderness. 

3. The date of Ash Wednesday is determined by the date of Easter.  The Council of Nicea 

determined in 325 A.D. that Easter would be observed on the first Sunday following the 14th day 

of the Paschal Moon. 

4. The earliest that Lent can begin is February 5.  That happened last in 1818 and did not occur 

during the 20th century. 

5. The latest that Lent can start is March 10.  It won’t be that late again until the year 2038.   

6. Lent comes from the Old English word for Spring.  The wearing of sackcloth and ashes is a 

custom going back to Old Testament times.  Many Christians observe the custom on Ash 

Wednesday, using the ashes of the previous year’s burned Palm Sunday palms. 

7. The day before Ash Wednesday, Shrove Tuesday, is celebrated in many parts of the world with 

feasting.  The French call it Mardi Gras, the Germans call it Fasching.  The feasting comes from 

the custom of using up household fats prior to the 40 days of Lenten fasting when no fat is used. 

Now, for the 1 thing you must... 

These facts about Lent are interesting, but they’re not really very important.  The one important fact in 

your life is this – that Christ died that your sins can be forgiven. 

A fact so simple...so familiar...so huge...so wonderful that it is hard to grasp.  That’s why Christians 

observe Lent – to set forty days aside to think about Christ’s death and what it means in their lives. 

Lent gives you another chance to think about your sins and what it means that Christ died for them.  It 

gives you another chance to review your life, another chance to grow in faith and love. 

Lent is a time to be close to God – closer than you’ve ever been.  It’s a time to attend Church more 

regularly and more often, to pray more often, to read The Bible more diligently and to spread The Word 

of God more earnestly. 

This Lenten Season can be the most important forty days in your life...your eternal life. 

 



Christ Lutheran Church - Minutes of Board of Directors Meeting - February 20, 2020 

Opening Prayer:  Andrew Spidle 

Study: Pastors  

 

Discipleship Action:  

a) Accessions Communicant: 

o None 

b) Accessions Baptized:   

o None 

c) Deletions: 

o Anna Siebe, transfer to Peace Lutheran, Grand Island, NE 

o Tye and Clare McCaughey, transfer to St. Stephen, Liberty, MO 

Motion to approve Accessions and Deletions by L. Smith/Ferguson carried. 

  

Minutes:  
A motion by Hollander/L.Smith to approve the minutes as amended from January 2020 carried. 

Senior Pastor’s Report:  

a)   Adult Information Class – Organizational meeting will be Sunday March 8th at 6 P.M.  Do come and bring a friend – 

all are welcome.   Also, the Women’s Bible Study group continues of the Book of Hebrews.  Tuesday morning Bible 

study meets at 10:30 a.m. The Men’s Bible Study is studying the Book of Genesis.  The Sunday morning class is 

studying Everyone His Witness (E1HW). Do take advantage of one of these opportunities.  

b) This month’s study – “Where in the World is God” – The Marriage Bed Undefiled 

c) Do give attention to The Shepherd’s Staff.  Devotional material for you week/month, the monthly calendar, and all 

those who are on duty throughout the month (Altar Guild, Ushers, Acolytes, etc…).  Don’t forget to check out 

www.christlc.net for more information about your church.  You also have a page on the website that you can put 

information for the Parish-family.  Contact Shawn Smith for more information on that. 

d) 2020 Directory of Disciples is in the works.  Lenten Devotionals are available in the Narthex. 

e) The Shepherd’s Staff will be put together soon.  If you need to submit anything – get it to Eunice quickly.  Remember – 

a brief update to the congregation regarding what your committee is accomplishing might be very helpful – desired. 

f) Lent will began with Ash Wednesday on February 26th.  Do plan on attending the remainder of our Midweek 

Services. You have two options – 10 A.M. and 7 P.M.  A dessert will be served after the 10 A.M. Service and a 

Lenten Supper before the 7 P.M. Service. at church.  Talk to them and greet them.  There is never any harm in getting 

to know new people. 

g) Don’t forget that we do committee ratifications each month.  This means we as a Board of Directors will receive those 

who have agreed to be on your committee. 

 

Assistant Pastor’s Report: 

a) I am in the process of completing the application for MO District missions grant for 2020-21.  Thank you to Andrew 

Spidle for providing the financial reports needed for this application. The purpose of this grant is to help fund our work 

with our Oromo congregation.  Our parish has been awarded this grant for the last 4 years. 

b) Also in regards to funding the Oromo mission, on Sunday March 8th I will be preaching at King of Kings Lutheran 

Church, KCMO.  King of Kings would like to partner with us in supporting this Oromo ministry outreach.  I will share 

with them our story that Sunday. 

c) As mentioned, our next adult instruction information meeting will be Sunday, March 8th at 6pm.  Please bring a friend 

and attend. 

d) Thank you to Matthew Miller for his service as Outreach Director on this board.  He is stepping down as he will soon 

be moving away from Kansas City.  Also, thank you to John Peer who has agreed to fill in as director for this term.   

 

Deacon’s Report:  

a) Sunday Morning:  December Attendance 71 v 73 (19) 

b) During the Week: December Attendance 25 v 25 (19) 

c) Weekday School: December Attendance 43 v 45 (19)  

d) Thrivent Choice:  No Distribution to Date for 2020 

e) Preferred dates are July 27-30 2020 for VBS, leadership kit is on order 

f) Please partake in upcoming Lenten Meals 

g) Activities listed in youth below 

 

President’s Report:    
a) Thank you to Vice President Shawn Smith for chairing February’s meeting. 



Committee Reports: (see following pages for committee report notes) 

Continuing Business: 

a) Church Security/Protection Measures Update 

a. Mesh Wifi System purchase consideration.  Lowell Smith presented a number of options for upgrading the 

church’s network infrastructure as a part of the security camera installation process. 

b. Motion by L. Smith/O’Toole to increase the budget for Security Cameras from $5,000 to $5,750, an increase of 

$750, for the purpose of upgrading network infrastructure to a Ubiquiti Mesh system as part of the security camera 

installation effort was carried.   

b) 2020 Proxy Designations and Approvals 

a. Motion by L. Smith/Nowlin to approve the following director proxies:  Charlie Buckner for Stewardship, Joe 

Graham for Finance, Troy Fredde for School Education.  Motion Carried 

 

New Business: 

a) Outreach Director Change 

a. Motion by Miller/L. Smith to accept John Peer as the new Director of Outreach.  

b. The board would like to thank Matt Miller on behalf of Christ Lutheran Parish for serving as Outreach Director 

and wishes him well with his move. 

b) Committee Members Ratification 

a. Elders:  A motion by L. Smith/Nowlin to approve the following as members of the Elder’s Committee carried:  

Derek Rothert, Herb Steffens, Jeff Faller, Jeff Ferguson, Jerry Pietsch, John Henrichs, Ken Lyons, Kevin 

Smith, Larry Scroggins, Larry Sperl, Phil Daley, Roger Lewis, Russell Hollander, Shawn Smith, Tim Oetting, 

Tom Watson. 

b. OASIS: A motion by Rothert/L. Smith to approve the following members of the Oasis Committee carried:  

Judy Gibson, Sheryl Cozad, Lynda Reinert, Joyce Degnan, Carolyn Enyeart, Diane MacPherson, Pat Tollion, 

Kristy Rothert. 

c. Public Relations:  A motion by Leimkuehler/Ferguson to approve the following members of the Public 

Relations Committee carried:  Diane MacPherson, Carol Houghtlin 

c) Memorial Garden Fund Purchase Consideration 

a. Motion by Spidle/Ferguson to purchase a credence table up to $250 for cremains to be used within the 

Memorial Garden carried 

d) Motion by L. Smith/Nowlin to allocate $480 from the Dixie Butler Memorial Fund for the purchase of a 12 volume 

Hymn Prelude Library carried. 

e) Motion by Leimkuehler/Ferguson to allocate $200 from the Dixie Butler Memorial Fund for the purchase of a 2 

volume hymn history companion carried 

f) Ephphatha Room – Remote Microphone Purchase Consideration 

a. This item will be deferred for future consideration pending a bid for purchasing a digital microphone system 

for the Ephphatha Room. 

g) 2019 Overage Funds  

a. Motion by Spidle/L. Smith to allocate $33,707.01 in funds received in 2019 in excess of 2019 expenses 

carried: 

i. $2,000 allocated to Immanuel Lutheran Church in Kansas City 

ii. $1,000 allocated to Issues Etc 

iii. $1,500 allocated to the Lutheran Heritage Foundation 

iv. $1,500 allocated to Doxology 

v. $7,000 to the Member Tuition fund 

vi. $1,000 to the Continuing Professional Education fund 

vii. $707.01 to the Sunday School fund 

viii. $19,000 to the Deferred Maintenance fund 

Announcements: 
a) Next Meeting March 19 @ 7pm 

 

ADJOURN:     Motion to adjourn by Spidle/M.Smith @ 8:39 carried and the meeting closed with prayer. 

Closing Prayer:   Russell Hollander  

Respectfully submitted, Russell Hollander, Secretary 

Next BoD Meeting: March 19 @ 7pm 

Opening Prayer: Ferguson/Eberth 

Closing Prayer: L.Smith/Birch



BoD Committee Reports:  
Buildings 

Rick Birch 
Roof:  Pyramid Roofing has provided an estimate for a new roof of approximately $38K. Given the 

unknown age of the roof, Pyramid did not provide an estimate for a repair option. Christian Brothers 

Roofing performed an inspection on 2/20, and their inspector recommended repair as an option over 

replacement. He believes there may be a couple of places where the TPO (flat roof) may be leaking, and is 

going to have their ‘TPO specialist’ out next week to look at the suspect areas. Based on the size of the 

roof, he unofficially estimated $80K as the cost for a new roof.  

Sliding Partition Wall:  We’ve received the hardware for the Sliding Partition Wall door pass thru locks, 

hoping to complete installation ASAP on a Saturday. 

PRE-K:  An electrician inspected water leakage around new electrical conduit on 1/15, awaiting a response 

on suggested corrective actions.   

Electrical Panel:  Receiving a bid for electric panel replacement on 2/21, the breakers we have currently in 

at least one panel are a potential fire hazard. 

Replaced Light Switch in Eunice’s Office 

72nd St Outside Lights for the Sign:  Investigating outage 

Future Projects:  electrical sub-panels, gutter issues, LED lights for Ephphatha Room, cleaning of piscina 

drain in sacristy, door/window conversions from steel to aluminum, new sidewalks/approaches on West 

side of Church, improved concealment around HVAC units, wood restoration in sanctuary, pew 

resurfacing. 
Education 

Stephen O’Toole 
The School Oversight Committee did not meet this month.  Working on integration of Quick Books. 

Elders 

Lowell Smith 
Home Calls:  6, church calls 2, phone calls 8, attempted home calls 2. 

Elders discussed the possibility of organized gun carry, and determined that we would not have an official 

formal policy on this topic.  
Fellowship 

Matt Wittmaier 
Working to assemble committee and assigning volunteers to serve doughnuts. 

Donuts after first service on 1/19, 2/2, and 2/16, received $141.53 in donations 
Finance 

Marcus Smith 
JAN Plate Offerings: $48,739, $7,286 BELOW budget. 

YTD Plate Offerings Deficit;  $7,286 BELOW budget  
Grounds 

Chuck Eberth 
No Report 

OASIS 

Derek Rothert 
On Feb 14, Oasis Committee hosted a Valentine’s Day Party and prepared care packages for college 

students.  This event was attended by 4 people, and with the help of Eunice Rodriguez they were able to 

prepare 23 care packages.  Thank you Eunice! 

March 4th and through April 10th the Oasis Committee will be hosting a Fellowship activity following the 

Wednesday 10am Lent Services, light desserts will be provided in the Ephphatha room. 
Outreach 

Matt Miller 
Callers for Christ met on 02/09/20, there was 1 call this month.  Next meeting is 03/08/20 @2pm.  2020 

Greeter Schedule has been filled as far as possible by those who indicated a willingness to serve in Times 

and Talents, announcements to be made in Shepherd’s Staff and Sunday Morning Bible Studies to fill the 

final spots.   
Public Relations 

Duane 

Leimkuehler 

Our Hill Crest resident, Kristin, was granted an extension past the graduation date of January 21 to remain 

in the program to continue improving her finances.  She will likely remain active in the program for 

several more months.    
Stewardship 

Jeff Ferguson 
Average Attendance 219 (20) v. 195 (19) v 185 (18) 

Offering envelopes that have not been picked up will be mailed over the next 15-30 days 
 Treasurer 

Andrew Spidle 
Offerings were under budget in January by $10,861 /  YTD $10,861 under 

Expenses were under budget in January by $3,519 / YTD $3,519 under 
Youth and 

Parish 

Education 
Greg Nowlin 

Past Events: 

1/25 Trivia night; 2/9 Tubing at Snow Creek; 2/15-17 Ski Trip 

Upcoming Activities: 

3/8 Escape Room Outing 

TBD Family Game Night 
 

Attendance (check box if present):  

 Lewis X O’Toole  Eberth X Ferguson X Pr. Arnold 

X S. Smith X L. Smith X Rothert X Spidle  X Pr. Froiland 

X Hollander  Wittmaier X Miller X Nowlin X Deac. Buchholz 

X Birch X M. Smith X Leimkuehler     

Other Attendees:  John Peer 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Christ Lutheran – March 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 
 

2 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

3 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7:30pm – Choir 
 
McTeacher 
Night for Pre-K 

4 

10am - Lent Service 
followed by dessert 
4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
5:45pm - Lenten meal 
7pm - Lent Service 

5 

7pm - Elders 
7pm - Bells  
  
  

6 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

7 

MLA Auction 
 
Daylight 
Saving Time 
Begins – 
Clocks forward 

8 

8am - Divine Service - LS     
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service 
Noon - Oromo Worship 
2pm - Callers for Christ 
4pm – LYF Break-out Room/Supper 
6pm - Adult Info. Organization Mtg. 

9 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

10 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7:30pm - Choir 

11 

10am - Lent Service 
followed by dessert 
4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
5:50pm - Lenten meal 
7pm - Lent Service 

12 

7pm - Bells  
13 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

14 

10:30am – 
Altar Guild 
Meeting 

15 

8am - Divine Service  
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS     
Noon - Oromo Worship 
 

16 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

17 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7:30pm - Choir 

18 

10am - Lent Service 
followed by dessert 
NO Weekday School 
NO Moms’ Bible Study 
5:50pm - Lenten meal 
7pm - Lent Service 

19 

Tri-Circuit 
Pastoral 
Conference 
7pm - Board of 
Directors 
7pm - Bells  

20 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
Noon - SS 
Deadline 

21 

22 

8am - Divine Service - LS            
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 

23 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

24 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7:30pm - Choir 

25 

10am - Lent Service 
followed by dessert 
4:30pm - Weekday School 
5:30pm - Moms’ Bible Study 
5:50pm - Lenten meal 
7pm - Lent Service 

26 

7pm - Bells  
7pm – LHS 
Home Concert 

27 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

28 

Holle/Keller 
Wedding 
 
LL/KFC Day at 
the Zoon 

29 

8am - Divine Service - LS     
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 

30 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

31 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7:30pm - Choir 
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Acolytes:  8am – Connor Henry   10:45am – Joseph Winfrey, Jarien Montgomery 
Lent Services @ 7pm – 3/4 – Brian Odegaard; 3/11 – Chadron Cummins; 3/18 – Brandon Cuda;  
3/25 – Alex Smith 
  
Head Ushers:   8am – John Peer 10:45am – Shane Rogers 

Ushers:  8am – Dan Mahnken, Chuck Eberth      

  10:45am – Don O’Keefe, Michael O’Keefe 

 

Elder In Charge:  8am – Henrichs   10:45am – Lyons 

    Midweek:  4th – 10am L. Smith, 7pm Rothert; 11th – 10am Lyons, 7pm Ferguson;  
   18th – 10am Scroggins, 7pm Henrichs; 25th – 10am Steffens, 7pm S. Smith 
   

 

Greeters:   8am – Melanie and Kevin Smith 10:45am – Jeff and Kathy Ferguson 
 

 
Counter:   

 

 

Altar Guild:     Servers       Linens  

   3/1  Chastain/Gibson/Vincenti    Wittmaier 

   3/4  Oswald/Rothert       

   3/8  Durham/Degnan/Moore    Faller  

   3/11  Oswald/Moore      

   3/15  Duff/Howard/Daugherty    Wittmaier 

   3/18  Rothert/Moore       

   3/22  Sperl/Steffens/Wittmaier    Faller 

   3/25  Moore/Wittmaier    

   3/29  Harrison/Durham      Faller     
 

 Launder and Steam Acolyte Robes & Cottas, Pastors’ Cassocks & Surplices – Kelly 
                

  

  

M 

A 

R 

C 

H 

 

 

2

0

2

0 



 

 

 

 

 

2nd Sunday after

Epiphany

3rd Sunday after

Epiphany
Transfiguration Sunday Septuangesima Sexagesima Average for period

2018 153 0 240 271 261 185

2019 182 218 170 174 229 195

2020 189 221 233 232 221 219

1
5

3

0

2
4

0

2
7

1

2
6

1

1
8

5

1
8

2

2
1

8

1
7

0

1
7

4

2
2

9

1
9

5

1
8

9

2
2

1 2
3

3

2
3

2

2
2

1

2
1

9

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

Weekly Church Attendance
January & February

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



A Stewardship Lesson from God’s Word … 1 Timothy 6:6-10 
 

 
We are at the beginning of Lent. During the Lenten season, the church calls to 

our attention the sufficiency of what God gives. It points to the sufficiency of God’s 
grace in the atoning work of Jesus. It shows us the sufficiency of faith in Jesus’ work 
for us. It makes known the sufficiency of God’s Word in faith and life.  

 
But Lent doesn’t just remind us of the sufficiency of God’s spiritual gifts, the 

gifts that pertain to our redemption and salvation. Lent also reminds us of the 
sufficiency of the physical, temporal gifts of God, those that pertain to this body 
and life. In other words, it reminds us of the importance of godly contentment and of 
outward discipline and training of the body.   

 
This outward training of the body teaches us not to give in to every desire 

of our flesh but to learn to say no to them. And it does this in such a way that if you 
fail, it is not sin. It is a way to practice without putting yourself into a compromising 
situation.  

 
The easiest example of this is fasting. When you fast, you are practicing 

saying no to the desires of your body. But if you fail in this, if you break your fast, 
you have not sinned. You have, though, learned something about how your flesh 
works, how difficult it is to fight against it, and how you need help from above in 
order to do it.  

 
There is another example of this. It is alms-giving. This is an increase in 

giving to the church and its mission during this time. We all know that our flesh 
finds security in money and stuff. By committing to give more to the church, you are 
training your flesh. You are, by this outward discipline, training yourself to be content 
with what God gives. You are practicing saying “no” to your desires. Again, if you 
fail, you have not sinned. But you’ve learned just how powerful your flesh is in 
leading you instead of you leading it. You’ve learned how you need help from 
above in being content with what God gives.  

 
 This is why St. Paul instructs young Pastor Timothy in this way: 
But godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought nothing into the world, 
and we cannot take anything out of the world. But if we have food and clothing, with 
these we will be content. But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a 
snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and 
destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this 
craving that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with 
many pangs.” (1 Tim 6:6–10) 

 
Our sufficiency is not of ourselves; it is in God. Let us learn this without sin by 

training our flesh this Lenten season.  



 


