
 

The Salutary Gift 
The chief blessing of the Lord’s Supper is made clear by the words of Christ’s institution: “Given and 

shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” The forgiveness of sins, won for us on Calvary and offered in the 

Sacrament of our Lord’s body and blood truly makes this blessed Supper a “salutary gift” (Post-Communion 

Collect). While the chief blessing and benefit of the Lord’s Supper is the forgiveness of sins, there are 

several different images and metaphors used by Holy Scripture to highlight the blessings of the Lord’s 

Supper, many of which are reflected in our hymns.  

Consider the following examples: In Stephen Starke’s hymn “The Tree of Life,” the Lord’s crucified 

body and blood are depicted as a life-giving fruit that flows from the tree of the cross. “For all who trust and 

will believe, Salvation’s living fruit receive. And of this fruit so pure and sweet The Lord invites the world to 

eat, To find within this cross of wood The tree of life with ev’ry good” (LSB 561:4). This fruit is contrasted 

with the fruit that Adam and Eve ate in the Garden of Eden, bringing the world into sin and ruin. For the 

sacramentally minded Christian, it is not difficult to connect this “pure and sweet” fruit with what is 

received, eaten, and drunk in Holy Communion.  

Another benefit of the Lord’s Supper is its nourishing power. Martin Luther in the Large Catechism calls 

the Lord’s Supper a “food of souls, which nourishes and strengthens the new man” (Part 5, par. 23). For this 

reason, several hymns appropriately refer to the Lord’s Supper as “bread from heaven” or “living bread.” 

Stanza 1 of LSB hymn 625 naturally reflects this: “Lord Jesus Christ, life-giving bread, May I in grace 

possess You. Let me with holy food be fed, In hunger I address You.” These words remind the communicant 

who hungers and thirsts for righteousness (cf. Matthew 5:6) that God has lovingly prepared for him in the 

Sacrament a nourishing meal to strengthen him in his lifelong journey towards the promised land of heaven. 

Drawing upon the scriptural themes of healing, some of our hymns depict the Lord’s Supper as a healing 

balm or medicine. A classic example of this is David W. Rogner’s hymn “Jesus Comes Today With 

Healing” (LSB 620). Stanza one emphasizes the healing benefits of Christ’s body and blood: “Jesus comes 

today with healing, Knocking at my door, appealing, Off’ring pardon, grace, and peace. He Himself makes 

preparation, And I hear His invitation: ‘Come and taste the blessed feast.’” Christians who are suffering 

from bodily ailments may take comfort in considering the Lord’s Supper as a healing medicine, seeing that 

the complete healing of their bodies in the resurrection begins now with the healing of the soul in the 

Sacrament of the Altar. 

More examples will be developed throughout the course of our Midweek Lenten series – THE 

SALUTARY GIFT. The goal of this series is to set before our eyes the many blessings and benefits of the 

Lord’s Supper, chief among which is the forgiveness of sins. Our hymns help us in this regard by making 

connections that we might not otherwise make. They draw upon the themes of Holy Scripture and teach us to 

appreciate the full range of blessings that are present when the faithful are gathered around the life-giving, 

nourishing, and salutary gift of our Lord’s holy body and precious blood.  

Join us on Wednesdays for Midweek Lenten Services starting on Ash Wednesday – March 1
st
.  Our Lord 

provides a nourishing SALUTARY GIFT through His live-giving Word.  Invite a friend.  The Lord richly 

bless you and keep you during this sacred and penitential season. 

 

In Christ’s Service, 

 

Pastor Arnold 
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The Passion of Christ 
A dictionary definition of the word “passion” is “A powerful emotion or appetite; an 

ardent love, or the object of such love.”  For Christians throughout the centuries, the word 
“passion” reminds us of the suffering our Lord faced after the institution of His Supper 
with His disciples.  These anguishing events of Christ’s final days remind us again this 
Lenten season of God’s ardent love for us. 

Imagine our Lord on the cross.  Gaping wounds after being scourged.  Head pierced 
by a thorned crown.  Face dripping with the spit of hateful men.  Eyes darkened by His 
ensuing death.  Ears full of the insults and taunts of sinners.  Mouth tasting only vinegar 
and gall.  Feet pierced with nails.  Hands fastened with spikes.  Tongue speaking only 
words of intercession for those who are doing this to Him.  He who rules the heavens is 
shamefully abused by sinners.  God suffers.  God sheds His blood. 

The Savior clothes Himself in our flesh so that He can make an atonement for our 
sinful flesh and so that His perfect righteousness can be given to us who are flesh.  He 
takes upon Himself our sins and their consequences.  His precious body is bound, 
scourged, wounded, pierced, crucified, and laid in a tomb.  On the cross, He cries out that 
He is forsaken of God.  The Giver of All Life dies.   

Let us hear our Savior crying aloud from the cross to us: “Behold, O sinners, what I 
am suffering or you.  Because of you, I am dying.  See the punishment inflicted upon Me! 
There is no grief like my grief! My agony is to my heart—for even it is broken.  I hang here 
for you.  This is my passion.  This is my will.” 

As we call to mind Christ’s death, we can’t help but think of God’s great love for us.  
He bows His head to kiss us.  He extends His arms to embrace us.  He opens His hands to 
give to us.  He opens His side so that we may see His heart glowing with love for us.  He is 
lifted up from the earth so that He might draw us to Himself.  With Him is plentiful 
redemption—not just one drop.  Steams flow from His head, His hands, His side, and His 
feet.   

And for what? So that we may not have to endure the bloody sweat and the chill of 
death’s agony.  He wrestles with death and overcomes it so that we will not fail in our last 
hour.  He endured the severest anguish and sorrow, so that we might become partakers of 
eternal joys in heaven.  He was pierced with thorns, that He might heal our sin-pierced 
hearts.  He bore the burden of the cross, that He might remove from us the great burden of 
eternal punishment.  He exclaimed the He was forsaken by God, that He might prepare for 
us an everlasting habitation with God.  He was judged that He might set us free from 
God’s judgment.  He was condemned to a criminal’s death, that we, the real criminals 
might be acquitted.   

In this we see that Christ’s passion was indeed His “powerful emotion and appetite.”  
It is His “ardent love” of which we are the object.  Christ’s passion is indeed our last and 
only refuge. 

In Christ’s Service,  
Pastor Froiland 
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 YOUTH NEWS  
 

Little Lambs       Kids For Christ    
         Infant-Kindergarten                 Grades 1-5                                

BUMPER BOWLING 
Saturday, March 18           

2:00 – 4:00 PM 
Little Lambs, Kids For Christ, (and JR-LYF member 
siblings) are invited to Gladstone Bowl on 
Saturday, March 18 from 2-4 PM.  There is NO 
COST to participate!  Moms and Dads…please bowl 
too!  We have FOUR lanes reserved for this fun 
outing.  PLEASE SIGN-UP ON THE POSTER IN THE 
FELLOWSHIP COMMONS! 

 

FUNDRAISING 

FOR 

LCMS SE-LVR  
 

Please come out to support our youth who will be 
attending the June 15-23 LCMS Servant Event 
taking place at Lutheran Valley Retreat in the 
Rocky Mountains of Central Colorado by enjoying 
food and fellowship at the two Lenten Dinners 
mentioned below!  Your free-will offerings will be 
greatly appreciated! 
 

March 1     Ash Wednesday Meal     5:45 PM 
Bratwurst and Burgers on Bun, Pumpernickel, or Rye Bread; 
German Potato Salad; Sauerkraut; Baked Beans; Chips; Cole 

Slaw; Apple Crisp ala mode  
  

March 15           Lent Dinner      5:45 PM 
Pasta Casseroles; Tossed Salad; Garlic Bread; Italian Bread; 

Cookies; Spumoni 
 

 

SR-LYF/JR-LYF/Kids For Christ  
          Grades 9-12            Grades 6-8                     Grades 1-5      

HEIT’S POINT 
SUMMER CAMPS 

 

The sign-up poster is on display!  All who register 
BEFORE APRIL 16 receive a $ 20.00 “Early Bird” 
discount.  The first four who return a completed 
registration form (before Easter) will have the first  
$ 125.00 of camp paid for. 
 

 

SR-LYF / JR-LYF 
Grades 9-12                 Grades 6-8 

EASTER PREPARATIONS 
Saturday, April 15     9:00-10:30 AM 

 

SR-LYF Members (Gr. 9-12) & JR-LYF Members (Gr. 
6-8)  are needed to help prepare the Ephphatha 
Room for the Easter Breakfast, and to “stuff eggs” 
for the annual Easter Egg Hunt.  We will begin at 9 
AM and should be finished by 10:30 AM.  
 

 

SR-LYF / JR-LYF 
Grades 9-12                 Grades 6-8 

EASTER BREAKFAST 

Little Lambs       Kids For Christ    
         Infant-Kindergarten                 Grades 1-5                                

EASTER EGG HUNT 
Easter Sunday, April 16  

 

  

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq03
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq03


EMAIL 

If you would like to receive information from the church office regarding happenings at Christ Lutheran, 

please let us know and send your email to christlc@christlc.com.  We will include you on the email list 

and you will receive an occasional email with pertinent information.  This includes those who have 

died/funeral arrangements, special service times/schedule changes, info about upcoming events, etc.  Your 

address does not show up in on other people’s email.  The emails will come directly from the church 

office, so won’t include any ads or sales pitches.  This is a great way to be connected and stay up to date 

with happenings within our Parish family. 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Lutheran High School of Kansas City 
12411 Wornall Rd.  KC, MO 64145  816-241-5478     Website:  www.lhskc.com 
 

Enrollment has begun for the 2017-2018 School Year. We continue to attempt to improve our 
product by offering more classes and opportunities that fit the needs of our student body.  
Please contact the school if you are interested in enrolling your child, or would just like more 
information or a chance to tour the building. 

 

******************************************************************* 

2017 Anniversaries… 
Reformation – 500 Years 

Christ Lutheran – 60 Years 
 

Mark your calendars now for these wonderful Anniversaries Celebration Opportunities… 
May 11

th
, @ 7 p.m. – A special viewing of the New Luther movie called, “Martin Luther: An Idea that 

Changed the World” at the B & B Northland Theater 14.  Ticket information forthcoming.  

October 1
st
 – Anniversaries “Kickoff” Celebration – Rev. David Petersen – Redeemer Lutheran, Fort Wayne, 

IN preaching. 

October 15
th

 – 60
th

 Anniversary Focus – Rev. Dr. R. Lee Hagan, Missouri District President preaching.  A 

dessert along with an Anniversary Program during Bible Class/Sunday School hour. 

Also… on Sunday, October 15
th

 @ 7 p.m. – A special Reformation Lessons and Carols at the Kaufmann 

Center of Performing Arts hosted by the Kansas City area LCMS congregations.  Ticket information is coming 

soon. 

October 28
th

 -- A Walk Through the Reformation Community Outreach Event.  Hosted by our parish-family, we 

will have an event for our community, school, families and friends that display various elements of the 

Reformation, games for the kids, food and more!! 

October 29
th

 – Reformation 500 Celebration!  -- Rev. Dr. Rick Marrs, Professor of Practical Theology at 

Concordia Seminary in St. Louis will preach and lead Bible class. 

 

mailto:christlc@christlc.com
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Martin Luther Academy 
 

Please continue to pray for Mr. Maser as he deliberates his call to serve as the 
MLA Principal, beginning in July 2017.  Mr. Maser and his wife visited recently.  
We pray for clarity of thought for them, and that God’s Will be done. 
 
The 6th, 7th and 8th grade MLA Lady Eagles’ basketball team won the 

Consolation Trophy at the Lutheran League Tourney at Calvary Lutheran School, Kansas City. 
 

SAVE THE DATES: 
MLA Golf Outing 
April 1, Saturday @ Liberty Hills Golf Course 
19808 County Road H Liberty, MO 64068 
MLA Open House 
April 2, Sunday 2 pm – 4pm  
 

Discipleship Data 
Accessions Baptized: 

Cynthia Bentz, daughter of Paul Bentz and Shelan Ali Kaky, January 29, 2017 

Shelan Ali Kaky, January 29, 2017 

 

Deletions: 

Kristin Bourland – transfer to Trinity  Mission, KS 

Jackie Shoemaker – transferred to the Church Triumphant, January 21, 2017 

Ronald Mason, Jr. – transferred to the Church Triumphant, January 28, 2017 

Amber West, Diedre Molenkamp, Sean Molenkamp, Mary Jane Molenkamp – whereabouts 

unknown/self-exclusion 

Ryan Cummins – self-exclusion 

 

 

CLC ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE  
SEEKING PHOTOS 

The CLC Anniversary committee is looking for any photos or church 
items to share for our Anniversaries celebration in October.  We would 
like to display items and use pictures for a slide show in October.  Please 
email photos to Barb Chastain at bdchastain1@gmail.com or give them 
to Barb Chastain to scan (phone #816/520-7207).  You may also leave 
them in the “Anniversary Committee” box by the pop machine.    

 

mailto:bdchastain1@gmail.com


 

Lent Meditations on the Lord’s Supper 
Having just received our Lord’s body and blood in and under the bread and the wine in His Supper, we pray 

in the liturgy, “We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us with this salutary gift.” Each 

week during this Lenten season, we will explore one of the several different images and metaphors used by 

Holy Scripture to highlight the blessings of the Lord’s Supper, many of which are reflected in our hymns. 

The goal of this series is to set before our eyes the many blessings and benefits of the Lord’s Supper, chief 

among which is the forgiveness of sins. Our hymns help us in this regard by making connections that we might 

not otherwise make. They draw upon the themes of Holy Scripture and teach us to appreciate the full range of 

blessings that are present when the faithful are gathered around the life-giving, nourishing, and salutary gift. 
 

March 8
th

 – Midweek 1 “Bread from Heaven” – Exodus 16:1–12; John 6:27–34, 48–51 

March 15
th

 – Midweek 2 “Healing Medicine” – Luke 10:25–37 

March 22
nd

 – Midweek 3 “Blest Communion” – 1 Corinthians 10:14–22 

March 29
th

 – Midweek 4  “Rest for the Weary” – Exodus 31:12–18; Matthew 11:28–12:8 

April 5
th

 – Midweek 5  “Nuptial Feast” – Matthew 22:1–14 

April 13
th

 – Holy Thursday  “Covenant Meal” 

April 14
th

 – Good Friday  “Sacrificial Banquet” 

April 15
th

 – Easter Vigil  

April 16
th

 – Easter  “Feast of Victory” – Acts 10:34–43; Colossians 3:1–4; Matthew 28:1–10 

 

****************************************** 

 
Orchids and Onions 

Orchids to Rachel Buchholz, for donating three new IKEA high chairs to be available 
for Parish Dinners and other functions. 
Orchids to our tireless workers around the church, Herb Steffens and Lowell Smith, who have 

been working long hours at the church and parsonage fixing and installing. Thank you. 
Orchids to the many of you who supported the annual Trivia Night Fun’Raiser for our youth trip…by 
attending and playing…and for the many donations that came in after the event! 
Orchids to the OASIS Committee that planned the Valentine’s Party around the college care package 
assembly.  A fun time was had by all who attended! 

 



Adult Information Class 
A new Adult Information Class will begin this month with an organizational meeting on 

Sunday, March 12th at 6:00PM.  The meeting will be very brief, 
about 20 minutes or so, to hand out materials and discuss which 
days the class would like to meet. 
Who is it for?  It’s for everyone.  It’s for the longtime member 
who wants a refresher on Christian doctrine and the Lutheran 
faith.  It’s for those who are seeking membership in this 

congregation.  It’s also for anyone else just interested in what Lutherans teach and confess. 
May I come and bring a friend?  Absolutely!  That’s exactly what the class is for.  In other words, 
don’t just invite someone you know to the class.  Rather, BRING THEM WITH YOU.  Invite 
them along and offer to pick them up.  Friends will be much more willing to go if they know 
you will be in the class with them. 
Don’t miss out – Organizational meeting for a new class will be Sunday, March 12th at 6:00PM at 
the Church.  Remember, the participants in the class will decide which days are best to meet.  
Do come and be a part of our new class. 
Note – If you can’t make the organizational meeting – no problem.  You may join the class at 
any time.  Just talk with either Pastor Arnold or Pastor Froiland. 

 

OASIS (Older Adult Seniors In Service) 
 

Valentine Party and College Care Packages 

The OASIS committee hosted a Valentine Party in February.  We enjoyed fellowship, goodies, visiting and a lot 

of laughing.  We made a great team assembling and packing the college care boxes, with all of the wonderful 

snacks, etc. donated by our members.  Many thanks to everyone who donated items or funds, attended the party 

and assisted with the many efforts involved that made this a success. We appreciate the suggestions and all of 

the help. Eunice worked to update our college student list/addresses, provided the labels and printed the 

wonderful personalized letter that Pastor Froiland created.   Those in attendance were Joyce & George White, 

Bob & Melvadean Richardson, Bev & Gary Bartek, Laurel & Dale Eggerstedt, Paul Nahr, Katie Goodwin, 

Joyce Degnan, Jean Rea, Mary Groth, Becky Fritts, Becky Belt, Lynda Reinert and Judy Gibson. 

OASIS is a fellowship of our entire congregation who are 55 and better.  If you fall into this category (and even 

if you don’t) please consider attending one of our functions. For suggestions, feedback, questions please speak 

to one of the OASIS Committee Members: Bev and Gary Bartek, Joyce Degnan, Richard Weimer, Lynda 

Reinert, Joyce White, Judy & Howard Gibson. 
 

Fellowship following Wednesday Morning Lenten Services 

Please join us for fellowship and dessert after the Wednesday 10:00am Lenten services, starting on March 8.  

OASIS will provide the desserts. 

 
Work Day  
On Saturday, April 8th, we will have our Spring 
Work/Clean-Up Day.  There is much work that needs to 
be done, both inside and outside.  Please come and help 
keep our building and grounds in good repair - help be 
good stewards of the gifts that God has given to us.  Plan 
now to attend and take care of your church and grounds. 

 



Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten 
 

An Expedition of Immense Value 

One year my parents decided that we would take an extended family vacation, and our destination 

was to the southwest area of the US.  It was the first time as a family that we had taken more than a 

day or two for a “mini” get away, and we were going to take this adventure with the aid of a tent and 

camp stove.  No first class hotels or dining in four star restaurants.  At the time we were excited to 

actually see the sites read about in the tourist books, but I realize today that this not quite two week 

adventure was a continuation of the lessons my parents daily taught and modeled in cooperation, 

teamwork, patience, and thankfulness.   

Camping for the first time we learned quickly the lessons on how to live through the trials of rain and 

sand.  Who likes waking up in the middle of the night because drops of rain are dripping on your 

head?  And how is it that sand particles can always find their way into the tent easier than they can 

find their way out?   

Genesis 22: 1-19 centers around the trials surrounding a different type of camping expedition.  

Abraham and Isaac set out one morning on a three day journey to a site God had chosen.  This wasn’t 

a father-son bonding trip to see the magnificent touristy sites of the Middle East.  This instead was a 

journey that would lead to an ultimate sacrifice.  Do you think Abraham shared with his wife the 

itinerary before he left home?  Do you think he had conversations with Isaac as they traveled along 

the winding paths sharing the dreams he had for his son? Do you think they talked about the events of 

God’s pre-birth announcement on how Isaac was just one “star” of the many descendants Abraham 

would have one day?  Do you think Abraham slept at all as they were camping along the way?   

Nothing is said of the turmoil bombarding Abraham’s heart.  Did Abraham question God along the 

forty-five to fifty mile journey about this “plan?”  Was he asking God to “take this cup from me” and 

provide another way out?  Did he take an excessively long time to cut enough wood so he could 

prolong leaving home?  And was Abraham contemplating the charges of child abuse or attempted 

murder that would await him when he came back home? 

The answer to each of the above questions is simple:  Abraham trusted.  Notice he didn’t try to talk 

God out of it.  We don’t read about the incessant number of excuses he could have come up with.   

He took a leap of faith for one simple reason: God asked him to.  He trusted God to keep His promise 

that through Isaac a great nation would be established.  How that was to be accomplished was up to 

God, not him.  Abraham also modeled to Isaac cooperation, teamwork, patience, and thankfulness in 

doing God’s will.  

God stretched Abraham’s faith in ways that Abraham probably thought wasn’t possible.  He stretches 

our faith too, taking us places and placing events in our life that we wish weren’t there.  But like 

Abraham, we are assured that He will set aflame the altar we’ve built for Him in our heart as the Holy 

Spirit works within us to spread His word.   

What event has God placed in your life today that you are wishing wasn’t there, and how willing are 

you to allow Him to stretch you to limits you never thought possible as you make the daily expedition 

of living in God’s grace?   

Enjoying the ride,  

Jane Limback, Director 

Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten 816-741-8031   FAX  816-741-0455  christpk@christlc.com; 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristLutheranPrekindergarten; www.christlc.net 
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QUESTION: What is the significance of Lent? 

ANSWER: Early in the Church's history, the major events in Christ's life were observed with special observances, 
such as His birth, baptism, death, resurrection and ascension. 
As these observances developed, a period of time was set aside prior to the major events of Jesus' birth and 
resurrection as a time of preparation. 
During Lent, the Church's worship assumes a more penitential character. The color for the season is purple, a color 
often associated with penitence. The "Hymn of Praise" is omitted from the liturgy. The word "Alleluia" is usually 
omitted as well. 
By not using the alleluia — a joyful expression meaning "Praise the Lord" — until Easter, the Lenten season is 
clearly set apart as a distinct time from the rest of the year. 
Additionally, it forms a powerful contrast with the festive celebration of Jesus' resurrection when our alleluias ring 
loud and clear. 
Finally, the penitential character of Lent is not its sole purpose. In the ancient Church, the weeks leading up to 
Easter were a time of intensive preparation of the candidates who were to be baptized at the Easter vigil on Holy 
Saturday. 
This time in the Church's calendar was seen as an especially appropriate time for Baptism because of the 
relationship between Christ's death and resurrection and our own in Holy Baptism (see Rom. 6:1-11). 
This focus would suggest that the season of Lent serves not only as a time to meditate on the suffering that Christ 
endured on our behalf but also as an opportunity to reflect upon our own Baptism and what it means to live as a 
child of God. 

 

“7 Things You May Not Know About Lent & The 1 Thing You Must!!!” 
1. The original period of Lent was 40 hours; it was spent in fasting to commemorate The Suffering 

of Christ.  Then it became 30 days, then 36 and, finally, in the reign of Charlemagne, about 800 

A.D., 40 days, not including Sundays. 

2. The 40 days of Lent correspond to Christ’s 40 days in the wilderness. 

3. The date of Ash Wednesday is determined by the date of Easter.  The Council of Nicea 

determined in 325  A.D. that Easter would be observed on the first Sunday following the 14th 

day of the Paschal Moon. 

4. The earliest that Lent can begin is February 5.  That happened last in 1818 and did not occur 

during the 20th century. 

5. The latest that Lent can start is March 10.  It won’t be that late again until the year 2038.  

(However, this year it is March 1st which give us a later Easter and Pentecost.) 

6. Lent comes from the Old English word for Spring.  The wearing of sackcloth and ashes is a 

custom going back to Old Testament times.  Many Christians observe the custom on Ash 

Wednesday, using the ashes of the previous year’s burned Palm Sunday palms. 

7. The day before Ash Wednesday, Shrove Tuesday, is celebrated in many parts of the world with 

feasting.  The French call it Mardi Gras, the Germans call it Fasching.  The feasting comes from 

the custom of using up household fats prior to the 40 days of Lenten fasting when no fat is used. 

Now, for the 1 thing you must... 

These facts about Lent are interesting, but they’re not really very important.  The one important fact in 

your life is this – that Christ died that your sins can be forgiven. 

A fact so simple...so familiar...so huge...so wonderful that it is hard to grasp.  That’s why Christians 

observe Lent – to set forty days aside to think about Christ’s death and what it means in their lives. 

Lent gives you another chance to think about your sins and what it means that Christ died for them.  It 

gives you another chance to review your life, another chance to grow in faith and love. 

Lent is a time to be close to God – closer than you’ve ever been.  It’s a time to attend Church more 

regularly and more often, to pray more often, to read The Bible more diligently and to spread The Word 

of God more earnestly. 

This Lenten Season can be the most important forty days in your life...your eternal life. 



 
 

3/2 Pamela Levetzow 

 Jim Ford 

 Andrew Keck 

3/3 Jeff Marriott 

3/4 Debra Peterson 

 David Baker 

 Samantha Oathout 

3/5  Douglas Gibson 

 Deanna Stumpf 

3/6 Shirley Newhouse 

 Dan Mahnken 

 Randi Kent 

3/7 Cheryl Holle 

 Nathan June 

 Abrah Heitman 

3/8 Hank Marriott 

 Jude Guy 

3/10 Kyle Basch 

3/11 Jennifer Scott 

 Aubrey Ziller 

 Molly Colvin 

 Drew Davidson 

3/12 Marilyn Graham 

 Jerry Pietsch 

 Jacalyn Firestone 

 Kathy Ferguson 

 Christine Richardson 

 Sophie McLauchlen 

3/13 Georgia Witt 

 Sara Froiland 

 Cara Davidson 

 Rachel Henrichs 

3/14 Tamra Penn 

 Michael Nielsen 

 Tyler Williamson 

3/15 Darren Cox 

 Brian Cox 

 Leah Gehrke 

3/16 Patricia Haerther 

 Justyn Osar 

3/17 Zaneta Scott 

 Erik Stark 

 Jereen Lyons 

 Corey Richardson 

 Ivory Kump 

3/18 Richard Weimer 

 Frances Schach 

 Jan Turner 

 Sarah Nelson 

 Caitlyn Trager 

3/20 Jenner Jones 

 Bretten Roberts 

3/21 Casey Martin 

3/22 Sharon Clark 

 Tanya Cvetan 

 Jonathan Clark 

 Genesis Herring 

3/23 Susan Dittmer 

 Nancy Ruud 

 Sean Leive 

 Stacy Fizer 

 Spring Taylor 

3/24 Laura Spidle 

 Heather Patrick 

 Anne Thomas 

 Jarien Montgomery 

3/25 Emmalynn Froiland 

3/26 Bobby Mann 

3/27 Carla Ballah 

 Judy Gibson 

 Rhett Monroe 

 Kyler Brewer 

3/28 Deborah Durham 

 Ashlee Peterson 

 Jodi Peterson  

 Logan Sanders 

3/29 Clifford Baker 

 Michelle Herring 

3/30 Barb Chastain 

 Abigale Bayless 

3/31 David Richardson 

 Bobbie Butler 

 Marcia Naher 

******************************************************************* 
Jackie Shoemaker 

December 3, 1958 – January 21, 2017 
 

Ronald Mason, Jr. 
December 5, 1990 - January 28, 2017 

 

Joan Ryan 
February 13, 1934 – February 3, 2017 

 

“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.”  Psalm 116:15 
 

 
 



We get letters…… 
 

Dear Members of Christ Lutheran, 

Thank you for remembering your organists each Christmas with a gift/gift 

card.  I really love to share God’s Word through music, and appreciate the 

opportunity to share this with you each month, through the organ.  May God 

continue to bless the growth of the Word in your congregation.   

Serving in Christ, Laurie Folken 

 

Dear Parish Family, 

Thanks you so much for the coffee mug, the cookies, and the gift card. Leading the bell 

choir has been a great opportunity to meet more members of our wonderful church 

family. Thanks again, Tanya Cvetan 

 

Dear Members of Christ Lutheran, 

What a nice surprise it was to get the Reformation coffee mug filled with cookies and the 

gift certificate to Zona Rosa.  It will be put to use at the after Christmas sale.  Thanks for 

your kindness and support.   Karla Perkowski 

 

Dear Parish Family, 

Thank you so very much for the cookie plate delivered to me during Christmas.  They 

were enjoyed by me and some friends.  Again, thanks for remembering me.   

Irene Jones 

 

Dear Members of Christ Lutheran Church, 

On behalf of Bob & Shirley Manlove, Lora & Gerry Black and family, we would like to 

take a moment to give thanks to everyone who went above and beyond to make the 

funeral service for our dear grandson and son, Ronald D. Mason, Jr., as painless as it 

could possibly be. For all of the prayers and gifts, we the family thank you! 

--Blessings to all of you, The Manlove Family 

 

On behalf of Hillcrest Platte County, we want to thank Christ Lutheran Church for your 

recent participation in our Christmas Adoption program.  Our program participants 

were blown away by our generosity and love shown to them at Christmas.  Without a 

doubt, you helped make their Christmas much brighter.   Over the years, Hillcrest 

Platte County has aided hundreds of families move from homelessness to self-

sufficiency.  This has only been made possible because of thoughtful contributions from 

people like you.  May God bless you in mighty way!  The HPC Staff 

********************************************************** 
 

Save the date!!  VBS will be held 

this summer in July, the 10th – 13th.  

Be sure to save the dates for lots of 

fun and adventure. 

 



October of 2017 MILESTONE Anniversaries 
+ Christ Lutheran – 60 Years + 

+ The Reformation – 500 Years + 
 

60 years of Christ Lutheran Church in Platte Woods.  500 years of the church now called 
“Lutheran” who stands on the Bible’s pure doctrine alone.  Both have been blessed by God, both 
have been loved by God. 
 
God gave because He “so loved the world.”  There is no higher motive for our giving than to 

remember the grace of God in Jesus Christ.  Can it be done? 
It can.  Such giving has been demonstrated throughout the 
centuries of the Christian church, beginning with the 
church at Corinth.  It was to that church that the Apostle 
Paul wrote of the highest motive for giving—“For you 
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though He 
was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that you 
through His poverty might be rich … [so] every man 
according as he purposes in his heart, so let him give; not 
grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loves a cheerful giver.” 
Is God’s love an adequate motivation to give as a response 
to this grace? Is this enough to undergird our stewardship? 
It is enough.  
        
Toward October, we press on in our capital campaign.  God 
has blessed us with a beautiful place to carry out His most 
needed work (baptizing, preaching, teaching) in this corner 
of the vineyard and it is our joy to care for it … 
This work includes:  

 Water drainage work on East side of the church and 

Maple Lane parsonage 

 Various flooring, ceiling and finish repairs 

throughout the church  and Pre-K  

 Replacement of HVAC units at both the church and 

houses  

 Exterior lighting 

 Refinishing the church pews 

 Digital microphones/sound system upgrades   

These are the reasons we continue our Capital Campaign 
celebrating our 2 ANNIVERSARIES this year.  We have a total goal of $250,000 by the end of it.  
The chart here maps our current progress. 
 
As you can see, we have come a good and encouraging way toward our goal.  But there is still a 
great way to go.  Will you contribute to the effort? Will you be a part of the Reformation and Christ 
Lutheran Church’s history in the making? God bless your continued faithful giving in Him!   

 
 



A Stewardship Lesson from God’s Word … Matthew 25:21 
We are saved by faith alone, but the faith that saves us is never alone. That is because faith is a living, 
busy, and active thing. It inhales all of God’s riches in Christ and exhales this in love and service to the 
neighbor. 
 

But who is my neighbor? God in His mercy has placed us into three distinct communities: society, 
family, and the church. That means we have a duty to those around us in each of these communities. We 
pray for the people in these three communities daily. We rejoice with them in times of joy and suffer with 
them in times of sadness. And we give to them from the income that God provides as we are able and as 
they have need. 
 

So we pay taxes to our governments so that they may do the work that is needed for our neighbors in 
society. We give to our families so that they have food and clothing, house and home, even educations. 
And we give to our church—our local congregations—so that the gospel may be preached and the 
sacraments administered for us and others.  
 

The beauty of this is that God smiles upon all that giving. When you pay your taxes, God is pleased that you 
have served your neighbor who needs what the government provides. When you provide for your family, 
God is pleased. That you have helped your neighbor with the necessities of life by sharing with them what 
He has given to you, God is pleased.  And when you give to your local congregation to support the ongoing 
preaching of the gospel, God is pleased. To all this giving, He says to you, “Well done, my good and 
faithful servant.” 
 

Looking at giving in this light makes it a joy to give. The joy is multiplied. There is joy in you because 
you have served your neighbor in his need. There is joy in your neighbor for God has answered their 
prayers through you. And God rejoices and is pleased with it all. It might just make the humdrum of grocery 
shopping and mortgage payments a bit more joyous. It might even make April 15 tolerable (St. Paul had to 
have this pep talk with the Romans, also, “This is why you pay taxes….” Rom. 13:6). And it surely will make 
the envelope placed into the offering plate a joyful thing.  
 

Indeed God is pleased with you. You are saved by faith alone because of Jesus Christ. And that saving faith 
is never alone. It is busy and active. It serves the neighbor in society, family, and church with free and 
cheerful giving.  

 

****************************************************************** 
March Acolytes 

    8:00am    10:45am  

March    Connor Henry    Matthew Knopp 
         Jackson Foutch, Daniel Brinkmeyer 

Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do not stare 
out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing hymns and 
participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no later 
than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship!! 
 

 
Jacob Baker 10:45am  
Forrest Boynton 10:45am  
Daniel Brinkmeyer 10:45am  
Brandon Cuda 10:45am  
Chadron Cummins  8am  
Joey Ferguson 10:45am  
Jackson Foutch 10:45am  
Thomas Henrichs 8am  
 

 
Connor Henry 8am  
Joshua Keller 10:45am  
Matthew Knopp 10:45am  
Michael Marfield substitute  
Jarien Montgomery 10:45am  
Joseph Ramos 10:45am  
Grayson Spidle 8am  
Jackson Winfrey 10:45am  
Joseph Winfrey 10:45am  

 



Christ Lutheran – March 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1  10am - Ash Wednesday 
Service w/Imposition of Ashes 
4:30pm - Weekday School  
5:30pm - Women’s Bible Study 
5:45 - Ash Wednesday Meal 
7pm - Ash Wednesday Service 
w/Imposition of Ashes 

2 

6:30pm - Bells 
7pm - Elders 

3 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

4 

5 

8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 

6 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

7 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7:30pm - Choir 

8   

10am - Lent Service followed by 
dessert 
4:30pm - Weekday School  
5:30pm - Women’s Bible Study 
5:45pm - Lenten Meal 
7pm - Lenten Service 

9 

6:30pm - Bells 
10 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

11 

Daylight 
Savings 
Time 
Begins – 
Clocks 
Forward 

12   8am - Divine Service - LS     
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service 
Noon - Oromo Worship 
2pm - Callers for Christ 
6pm - Adult Info Organizational Mtg. 

13 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

14 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
7:30pm - Choir 

15 

10am - Lent Service followed by 
dessert 
4:30pm - Weekday School  
5:30pm - Women’s Bible Study 
5:45pm - Lenten Meal 
7pm - Lenten Service 

16 

9am – Pastors 
Circuit @ St. 
John, Farley 
6:30pm - Bells 
7pm - Board 
of Directors 

17 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
Noon - Shepherd’s 
Staff Deadline 

18 

2-4pm –  
KFC/LL 
Bumper 
Bowling 

19  Pastor Naumann preaching & Bible Study 

8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 

20 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

21 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
6:30pm – Anniv. 
Comm. Mtg. 
7:30pm - Choir 

22    10am - Lent Service 
followed by dessert 
NO Weekday School  
NO Women’s Bible Study 
5:45pm - Lenten Meal 
7pm - Lenten Service 

23 

6:30pm – Bells 
7pm – Spring 
Music Concert 
at LHSKC 

24 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

25 

26  8am - Divine Service - LS     
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service 
Noon - Oromo Worship 
  

27 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

28 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
2pm - Collate 
Shepherd’s Staff 
7:30pm - Choir 

29  10am - Lent Service followed 
by dessert 
4:30pm - Weekday School  
5:30pm - Women’s Bible Study 
5:45pm - Lenten Meal 
7pm - Lenten Service 

30 

6:30pm - Bells 
31 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
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Acolytes:  8am – Connor Henry    
10:45am – 5th: Matthew Knopp, Daniel Brinkmeyer  12th: Jackson Foutch, Matthew Knopp  
  19th: Matthew Knopp   26th: Matthew Knopp 
 
Head Ushers:   8am – John Peer 10:45am – Shane Rogers 

Ushers:  8am – Bill Hudnall, Stephen O’Toole  10:45am – Don O’Keefe, Michael O’Keefe 
 
 
Elder In Charge:  8am:  5th-Schach, 12th, 19th, & 26th-Lyons 10:45am: Repplinger 

Wednesdays: Ash Wednesday – Steffens/Sinclair; 8th-Scroggins/Sperl;  

15th-Steffens/S.Smith; 22nd-Scroggins/Watson; 29th-L.Smith/Schach  

 

Greeters:   8am – Lynda Reinert  10:45am – Paul and Marcia Naher 
 

Counters:   
  

Altar Guild:     Servers       Linens  

   3/1  Oswalds/Durham      Truetken 

3/5  Chastain/Gibson/Vincenti    Truetken 

   3/8  Oswalds/Goodwin 

   3/12  Degnan/Durham/Moore    Faller 

3/15  Oswalds/Goodwin 

3/19  Duff/Howard/Stavenau     Truetken 

3/22  Oswalds/Goodwin      

   3/26  Sperl/Steffens/Truetken    Faller 

   3/29  Oswalds/Goodwin  
      

 Launder and Steam Cassocks and Acolyte Robes - Kelly 

 Launder and Steam Acolyte Cottas – Lorfing/Kelly 

 Launder and Steam & Pastors’ Surplices – Lorfing/Kelly    
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