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The following is a summary of our Lenten theme for this year – The Crucified King.  Join us on 

March 5th for Ash Wednesday Service (10 A.M. and 7 P.M.).  Holy Communion will be celebrated with 
the Imposition of Ashes at both Services.  May God richly bless you and keep you during this sacred 
and penitential Season. 
Pastor Arnold 

 
When it comes to exalted nicknames, some kings hit the jackpot. Who wouldn’t want to be 

remembered with a glorious name similar to “Alexander the Great” or “William the Conqueror” or 
“Richard the Lion-heart?” “Wise King Solomon” and “Good King Hezekiah” are two biblical examples 
that are not too shabby as well. 

In the Gospel according to St. Matthew, the evangelist paints with words the portrait of a royal 
figure—our Lord Jesus Christ, the King of kings. But Jesus is not presented in a way most kings 
would want to be remembered. He is not presented as “Jesus the Great” or “Jesus the Mighty.” 
Instead, St. Matthew presents to us a lowly king who is rejected and betrayed. A king who is denied 
and condemned. A king who is mocked, forsaken, crucified and buried. If you had to give him a king’s 
nickname based on St. Matthew’s portrayal of Him in the Gospel, The Crucified King would certainly 
be appropriate. 

That’s good to hear because that’s exactly the kind of king we need Him to be. Ever since the fall, 
we all might be described as “Wannabe kings.” We’ve rebelled against this King, putting ourselves 
first and God last. We have this king-sized inclination to be served rather than to serve. Our greatest 
need is not for a king whose glory is shown in His impressive power or strength, but chiefly in 
showing mercy to sinners. And that’s exactly the kind of king St. Matthew presents. 

The theme for this Lenten series derives from one of the ideas dominant in St. Matthew’s Gospel—
that Jesus is the King. Lent is a penitential season where God’s baptized people celebrate their 
Baptism through repentance and faith in this King. It is a season where we prepare with joy for the 
Paschal Feast (Easter) that celebrates this King being raised from the dead for our justification. Jesus 
is God’s greatness in the flesh, the ultimate conqueror, who is truly God’s Lion-hearted One. Yet He 
is willing to be a king despised and dishonored, that we might be considered great in God’s Kingdom. 
He desired that we be eternally crowned with glory, so His head was pierced with sharp thorns. He 
was willing to be devoured by jaws of eternal death and rise again, so that you might joyfully eat His 
body and blood for the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation and be glorified with this King’s own 
majestic glory. 

In the beginning of the Gospel, the Magi came to Jerusalem asking, “Where is He who has been 
born king of the Jews?” They asked because it wasn’t obvious. He was where human reason would 
never expect Him—in a humble home, in a humble town, served by His humble mother. Toward the 
end of the Gospel, Pilate also must ask Jesus, “Are You the King of the Jews?” He asks because it 
wasn’t obvious. But so that we don’t miss Him and all His benefits, St. Matthew identifies our merciful 
King of kings and Lord of lords, who goes where human reason would never expect a king to go—
high and lifted up on a cross, bearing away the sin of the world, so that He could triumph over it in the 
resurrection. All so that you might be baptized and received the exalted title of “Sons of God.” 

 



“Pastor, What do you DO all Week?” 
Perhaps you’ve pondered this question before.  While you can know from our parish calendar that 

your pastors will be in the pulpit and/or leading worship on Sunday mornings (and Wednesday evenings), 
what happens the rest of the time? Maybe you’ve heard the old quip: “It must be the best job in the world 
being a pastor.  You only work 1 day a week, and just a few hours in the morning at that!” In truth, the most 
important work of a pastor generally takes place on Sunday morning.  But what are the duties of a pastor? 
What takes up his time? 

Lutheran arch-theologian Johann Gerhard (the ‘Martin Luther’ of the 17th century) gives answer to the 
questions above in his Theological Commonplaces vol. XXVI in the section titled “The Duties of Ministers of the 
Church.”  In this chapter, Gerhard lists 7 responsibilities for those placed into of the Ministerial office: 

1) Preaching the Word.  Preaching was, is, and ever shall be job #1 of pastors.  “The first and foremost 
duty of ministers of the church is the preaching of the Word.”(26:265) Gerhard cites Mark 16:15 (“Go 
into all the world and preach the Gospel”), Matt. 28:19, and Acts 26:17-18 which give the dominical 
mandates of preaching to the apostles and their successors.  By preaching, pastors “… feed the flock 
that has been entrusted to them with the food of heavenly doctrine.” (26:266) In this section, Gerhard 
also lists 2 elements that every sermon should include: “the interpretation of the Scripture and its 
application to the salutary use of the hearers.”  To this point he cites Rom. 15:4 and 2 Tim. 3:16. 

2) Administering the Sacraments.  “This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards 
of the mysteries of God.” (1 Cor. 4:1)  Gerhard quotes Paul’s words but also shows how our Lord 
connected the first duty with this one: “Go, therefore … baptizing them … teaching them” (Matt. 28:19-
20).  Ordinarily, administration of Baptism belongs to the ministers of the church.  However, when 
extreme necessity demands, Baptism should be administered by other members of the church.  When 
administering both of the sacraments (Baptism & the Sacrament of the Altar), the pastor should 
carefully observe Christ’s institution and the practice of the apostles as written in the Scriptures.   

3) Praying for the flock entrusted to him.  A remembrance in prayer to the Lord of the pastor’s 
parishioners is very important.  Gerhard quotes Old Testament examples of Moses (Ex. 32:11) and 
Samuel (1 Sam. 12:23) and St. Paul in the New Testament (Eph. 1:15-17, Eph. 3:14-16, Phil. 1:4, 9, Col. 
1:3, and 2 Thess. 1:11).  Our Lord Himself gives the best example (John 17).  Under this topic, Gerhard 
also lists blessings, esp. the blessing of man and wife in holy matrimony. 

4) Managing honorably his life and behavior.  “Ministers should lead their hearers with the example of 
an excellent life … Titus 2:7: ‘Show yourself in all respects a model of good deeds.’” (26:265) Gerhard 
gives an extended discussion on the characteristics and qualifications of pastors listed in 1 Tim. 3:1-7 
and Titus 1:5-9. 

5) Administering church discipline.  Gerhard lists 2 occasions for correction/discipline: 1. Doctrinal error 
(due to simple ignorance or malicious contempt for the Scriptures and its teaching) and 2. Sinful 
behavior in words or deeds (private or public).  Gerhard names Matt. 18:15-17 as the proper pattern 
with which to address these concerns.  To this end, “Devout ministers are heralds of conversion, not 
trumpets of rebellion.” (26:287) 

6) Preserving the rites of the church.  “In the exercise of divine worship, certain solemn, public rites 
should be preserved that aim at good order and decorum and were introduced by the pious consensus 
of the whole church.” (26:265) In regard to these rites, all things ought to be done “to build up.” (1 Cor. 
14:12) 

7) Caring for the poor and visiting the sick.  “Finally duties of charity leading to the alleviation of 
poverty and affliction are owed to those among the hearers who are orphans, widows, poor, homeless, 
and ill.” (26:265) Care for the poor and the visitation of sick persons is also a central duty of the 
minister of the church.  “The visitation of the sick had to be commended to the minister of the church 
for this reason: because they especially must be lifted up by the comfort of the Gospel and armed 
against the terror of death.” (26:289) 
While there is perhaps more duties that pastors have, Gerhard’s list covers broadly the majority of 

tasks relating the pastoral ministry.  Upon examining myself against this list, I can assure you, Dear Reader, 
that I have fallen dismally short in these responsibilities.  Nonetheless, in repentant joy, I am grateful to be 
numbered among God’s fragile jars of clay (2 Cor. 4:7) and most especially thankful for the Great High Priest 
(Heb. 7:26-28) who fulfills the duties that I have not!       In Christ’s Service, Pastor Froiland 
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 YOUTH NEWS  
 

Little Lambs       Kids For Christ    
         Infant-Kindergarten                 Grades 1-5                                

BUMPER BOWLING 
Saturday, March 29           

2:00 – 4:00 PM 
 
Little Lambs, Kids For Christ, (and JR-LYF member 
siblings) are invited to Gladstone Bowl on 
Saturday, March 1 from 2-4 PM.  Bring $3 per 
bowler to cover your cost.  Moms and 
Dads…please bowl too!  We have FOUR lanes 
reserved for this fun outing.  PLEASE SIGN-UP ON 
THE POSTER IN THE FELLOWSHIP COMMONS! 
 

 

SR-LYF/JR-LYF/Kids For Christ  
          Grades 9-12            Grades 6-8                     Grades 1-5      

HEIT’S POINT 
SUMMER CAMP 

CAMPERSHIPS 
 
The Heit’s Point Summer Camp sign-up poster is 
located in the Fellowship Commons.  If you are 
interested in sending someone to camp, please 
take a registration form, fill it out, and give it to 
Deacon.  For the first six families who give Deacon 
a completed registration form on or before 
March 30, their $75.00 registration deposit will be 
paid from Youth funds.  Contact Deacon with 
questions that you may have.  
 

 
 

 

ADULT BIBLE STUDIES 
March, 2014 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sunday Morning Adult – 9:30 AM 
Ephphatha Room 
“The Crucified King” 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sunday Morning – High School/Young Adult 
Sunday Morning – 9:30 AM 

“Pulse: Bible Study 038” 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sunday Evening – 6:00 PM 
Luther Room 

“Adult Information”  
(Organizational Meeting on March 9) 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sunday Evening – 6:00 PM 
Walther Room (Church Overflow)  

“That the World May Know: The Early Church” 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Tuesday Morning – 10:30 AM 
Walther Room (Church Overflow) 

“The Great Deceiver – Lutheran Hour Ministries”  

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Wednesday Afternoon/Evening – 5:30 PM 
South Lounge 

“Things You Can Do to Understand the Bible Better” 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Friday Morning Men’s Book Study – 6:00 AM  
Fellowship Commons 

“Genesis – Book of the Bible Study” 
 

 

WEEKDAY SCHOOL 

NOTES 
 

March   2:   Weekday School Choir sings at 
        8:00 and 10:45 AM 
 

March 19:  Weekday School–Spring Break 
      No Sessions Offered 
 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq03
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq03


 

OASIS (Everyone 55 and better!) 
 

Christ Lutheran Lunch Group (CLLG) started up again. February found 23 of us 

at Applebee’s.  In March, we will head to 54
th
 Street Grill and Bar in Zona 

Rosa.  We will meet at Noon on the 18
th
.   Join us for food and fellowship.  

Contact Joyce White for more information.   

 
 

Discipleship Data 
Accessions baptized: 

Taylor Basch, daughter of Andy Basch and Chelsey Lewis, Feb. 9, 2014 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 5
th

 – Ash Wednesday – “The King’s Wisdom” Matthew 6 

March 12
th

 – Midweek Lent 1 – “The King Betrayed” Matthew 26 

March 19
th

 – Midweek Lent 2 – “The King Denied” Matthew 26 

March 26
th

 – Midweek Lent 3 – “The King Condemned” Matthew 27 

April 2
nd

 – Midweek Lent 4 – “The King Mocked” Matthew 27 

April 9
th

 – Midweek Lent 5 – “The King on the Cross” Matthew 27 

April 17
th

 – Maundy Thursday – “The King’s Feast” – Matthew 26 
April 18th – Good Friday – “The Crucified King’s Lesson in Spelling”– 1 Peter 2:24 

April 19
th

 – Easter Vigil 

April 20
th

 – Easter Sunday – “The King Raised” – Matthew 28 
 

*************************************************************************** 

The Concert Band from Concordia University, St. Paul, 
Minnesota, will be giving a concert at St. Stephen Lutheran in 
Liberty on Saturday, March 8th at 7:30 PM.  Everyone is 
welcome to come enjoy the beautiful music that will be 
performed to God’s glory on that evening! 
 

 
 



March – July Acolytes 
    8:00am    10:45am  

March    Brayden Basch   Brandon Cuda 
    Thomas Henrichs 2-Matt K., 9-Justin F.,16-Joshua K., 23-?, 30-Jackson F. 
Ash Wednesday, 5th @ 7pm – Joshua Keller, Joseph Ramos 
Lenten Service @ 7pm, 12th – Jackson Foutch, 19th – Jarien Montgomery, 26th – Grayson Spidle 
 

April    Blake Faller    Justin Ferguson 
    Mark Buchholz   Joey Ferguson 
Lenten Service @ 7pm, 2nd– Brandon Cuda, 9th – Braydon Basch 
Maundy Thursday @ 7pm – Tyler Pride, Trenton Pride 
Good Friday @ 7pm – Blake Faller, Sam Brown, Austin Hall 
Easter Vigil @ 7pm – Jacob Arnold, Mark Buchholz 
Easter Sunrise @ 6am –  
Additional Easter @ 8am – Trenton and Tyler Pride   10:45am – Johnathon and Matthew Knopp 
 

May    Tyler Pride    Joshua Keller 
    Trenton Pride    Matthew Knopp 
 

June    Grayson Spidle   Jacob Arnold 
    Brayden Basch   Jackson Foutch 
 

July    Thomas Henrichs   Jarien Montgomery 
    Blake Faller    Joseph Ramos 

Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do not stare 
out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing hymns and 
participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no later 
than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship!! 

Jacob Arnold 10:45am  
Brayden Basch 8am  
Sam Brown 10:45am  
Mark Buchholz 8am  
Nathan Cox 10:45am  
Trevor Crystal substitute  
Brandon Cuda 10:45am  
Blake Faller 8am  
Justin & Joey Ferguson 10:45am  
Jackson Foutch 10:45am  

Thomas Henrichs 8am  
Joshua Keller 10:45am  
Matthew Knopp 10:45am  
Michael Kuhn substitute  
Michael Marfield substitute  
Jarien Montgomery 10:45am  
Trenton & Tyler Pride 8am  
Joseph Ramos 10:45am  
Grayson Spidle 8am  

*************************************************************************** 

Orchids and Onions 
Orchids to all our snow removal crews who have been hard at work clearing sidewalks, 
especially Herb Steffens who worked to improve the walks after the wind had its way with 
the snow.   He also kept up with clearing off the ice.   
Orchids to David and Denice Lackey as well Mark Reinhardt and Jacob Arnold who came out to help 

after our really big “10 inch” snow in early February.  You guys did very nice work. 
Orchids to Lowell Smith who stepped in and helped Bill Scheidker on February 9th with counting. 
Orchids to Deacon Buchholz who knocked down icicles hanging over the Pre-K entrance.  
Orchids to Jeff and Wendy Basch, Chuck Eberth, Tom and Belinda Knopp, and John Ramos for their sacrifice 
of time and treasure in serving as chaperones and drivers for the annual LYF Ski Trip this past month. 
 

*************************************************************************** 

Thank you from our Redeemer and LUMA for the coats and 

blankets!  Those who received them are so very grateful. 



News from Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten 
 

Galatians 5:22 says, “ The fruit of the Spirit is….faithfulness.”  So what is faithfulness when it comes to 

Christian education at Christ Pre-K?  Is it following National Lutheran School Standards perfectly?  It is 

measured by how regular and efficient we are at processing reports?  Good thing God’s grace does not depend on 

our performance.  We celebrate God who is faithful to us in Christ and who, through the Spirit, gives us a taste of 

the fruit of faithfulness.   
 

While we do not live out our faithfulness perfectly, our faithful faculty and staff at Christ Pre-K give their very 

best in terms of time and gifts.  We seek out the best Christian education possible for our students.  Our parents 

and other constituents expect excellence.  As Lutheran school leaders, we provide excellence as an expression of 

being faithful to our calling.   
 

We are now enrolling for summer school –June 2
nd

-27
th

 and July 14
th

-August 12
th

 

We are now enrolling for the 2014-15 school year! 
 

Please check out our enrollment forms on the church’s website.  We offer part-time and full-time Pre-K classes 

for those ages 2-6.   
 

Chrissy Heiss, M.Ed., Director, Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten, 816-741-8031 

christpk@christlc.com,    www.christlc.net,   http://www.facebook.com/ChristLutheranPrekindergarten 

"Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these." 

Mark 10:14 

*************************************************************************** 

Lutheran High School of Kansas City 
Lutheran High School of KC  12411 Wornall Rd.  Kansas City, MO 64145 
816-241-5478     Fax: 816-876-2069    Website:  www.lhskc.com 

Excitement is mounting here at LHS as our spring music tour to Nashville is 

coming up soon!  Our Choir, Band, and Handbell students will be giving their 

home concert at Lutheran High on Friday, March 28
th

 at 7:00PM.  Join us as 

we hear a joyful noise made unto the Lord. 

Plan on attending the Lutheran High Spring Drama “Outta Control.”  This 

comedy will have you laughing out loud.  (Our own Mark Buchholz is in this 

play.)  Plan to head down to LHS on Friday, April 3
rd

 or Saturday, April 4
th

.  The performance 

starts at 7:00PM both evenings. 

Save the date for the LHSKC Auction - Saturday, April 12th beginning at 4:30 p.m.  

 

*************************************************************************** 

The Paul Preisinger Scholarship Fund for Pastoral Candidates was founded fifteen years ago to 

encourage men of the Kansas City North, Central and South Circuits of the LC-MS to enter the ministry 

by providing financial assistance for their schooling.  Eighty-three scholarships totaling $79,000 have 

been awarded to this time.  Scholarships for the 2013/2014 school year were awarded to: Zachary 

Klatt, third year at Concordia, Seward; Tyler Walworth, third year (vicarage) out of Concordia 

Seminary, Fort Wayne; Richard Lally, fourth year Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, and Benjamin 

Micheel, second year Concordia Seminary, St. Louis.  Many loving memorials and gifts have allowed 

this scholarship fund to continue for the past fifteen years.  Applications for the Paul Preisinger 

Scholarship Fund for Pastoral Candidates are available from Michele Preisinger (913-667-3051 or 

pwpmmp@yahoo.com.)  The postmark deadline for 2014/2015 applications is May 31, 2014.  We 

would also ask that you continue to support this scholarship fund with your prayers, memorials, and 

celebratory gifts.  These gifts are tax deductible, and one hundred percent of all monies given go directly 

into the scholarship fund.  If you have any questions about the Paul Preisinger Scholarship Fund you 

may call Michele Preisinger at (913-667-3051), or E-mail pwpmmp@yahoo.com.  
 

mailto:christpk@christlc.com
http://www.christlc.net/
http://www.facebook.com/ChristLutheranPrekindergarten
http://www.lhskc.com/
mailto:pwpmmp@yahoo.com
mailto:pwpmmp@yahoo.com


We get letters…… 

Thanks to Christ Lutheran Church and the Oasis group for the care package I received 

this past Fall Semester. I really enjoyed getting it and eating all of the yummy 

munchies.   Thanks Again,  Natalie Moses 
 

Hello,  I just wanted to say thanks to Christ Lutheran Parish and the Oasis group for the care 

package I received last semester. I know this email is coming a little late because I have been very 

busy preparing for my Senior Recital and graduation.     Thanks again, Tommy Knopp 
 

To Christ Lutheran Parish    Linda and I have been back in the Kansas City area now for two weeks 

and are very thankful to be back home.  What a Christmas present I received with the double lung 

transplant.  Words cannot express our gratitude and the value we place on your prayers offered by 

you for the Medical Staff at Cleveland Clinic, the donor family and our family.  My recovery was 

much easier and quicker when I have all the uplifting prayers offered on my behalf.  Please 

understand my immunity system is extremely weak currently so when I do not hug you or shake 

your hand it is not that I do not want to but I need to be extremely careful right now about staying 

healthy and well.  Linda and I look forward to seeing you at church and in the community.  God 

bless you all for your prayers, cards, and packages during my lung transplant journey.    

          Myron (and Linda) Schelp 
 

Thank you to everyone for all the prayers, cards, and support given to me as I struggle with health 

problems.  They are much appreciated and I thank God for His care and blessings for me.    

                Sincerely, Deanna Weymuth  
 

Thank you so much for your support of Hillcrest Transitional Housing.  Your gifts enable us to equip 

homeless families and children with the tools they need to be able to lead self-sufficient lives and 

to leave behind the cylce of homelessness forever.  Thank you again for your support of Hillcrest 

(gift amount $1,250), and the familes, children & youth we serve each day.  
 

Dear Parish Family- 

Thank you to our church family for the cards, thoughts and prayers during Roy’s recent surgery 

and hospitalization.  Special thanks to Pastor Arnold and Pastor Froiland for their comforting visits 

to minister to us while at KU Medical Center.  We are truly blessed to have such caring, thoughtful 

and loving friends and pastors.    Roy and Sheryl Cozad 

*************************************************************************** 
Hillcrest Ministries/Transitional Housing 

Did you know that Christ Lutheran Church sponsors a fully furnished apartment for a homeless individual or family, here 

in the Platte County?  The apartment is a two bedroom one bathroom, located at 5611 N Northwood #1, KC, MO 64151 

(near Southeast Elementary School).  Christ Lutheran pays for the rent and utilities, provides all of the furniture, 

housewares, cleans, paints and restocks the apartment between residents, which is typically about every 90 days. For each 

new resident or family, we provide meat in the freezer, food in the fridge, leave a gift card and perhaps provide them with 

their first meal in the apartment. 

The residents apply for this transitional housing assistance through Hillcrest Ministries. Once accepted, they follow a 90 

day program with guidelines that must be met in order to stay within the program.  The resident works with their case 

manager, must hold a job, check in daily, be drug free and attend classes tailored to their needs, for example parenting, 

financial management and more.  Once successfully completing the 90 day program, the resident graduates and moves out 

of the apartment. Hillcrest provides them with vouchers, so they can pick out some items from the Hillcrest Thrift Store to 

help them furnish their own apartment.  

There is a pantry on site near the furnished apartment, which Christ Lutheran helps stock, so that the residents can help 

themselves to items, as they are permitted to shop the pantry once a week for the items that they need. Currently the pantry 

has reached out to Christ Lutheran in need of:  sealable/zipper bags (all sizes), aluminum foil, plastic wrap, tissues. 

March 1-9, there will be a table at church accepting these items from the congregation.  

Please consider getting involved with supporting and assisting with the apartment and this program. How?  Assist with 

cleaning, painting, restocking, providing food, meals or gift cards in between residents.  Donate furniture or house-ware 

items to furnish the apartment, donate items for the graduate, or donate items to the Hillcrest Thrift Store. 

For additional information log into hillcresttransitionalhousing.org or contact Howard Gibson, Christ Lutheran Public 

Relations or Judy Gibson 816-455-3945. 



 
 

3/2 Pamela Levetzow 

 Andrew Keck 

 Ashley Bain 

3/3 Jeff Marriott 

3/4 Debra Peterson 

 David Baker 

 Samantha Oathout 

3/5 Douglas Gibson 

 Deanna Stumpf 

 Jackson Burns 

3/6 Shirley Newhouse 

 Dan Mahnken 

3/7 Cheryl Holle 

 Nathan June 

 Abrah Heitman 

3/8 Hank Marriott 

 Jude Guy 

3/10 Kyle Basch 

3/11 Jennifer Scott 

 Aubrey Ziller 

 Molly Colvin 

 Drew Davidson 

3/12 Marilyn Graham 

 Jerry Pietsch 

 Jacalyn Firestone 

 Kathy Ferguson 

 Christine Richardson 

 Sophie McLauchlen 

3/13 Dawn Biggers 

 Georgia Witt 

 Sara Froiland 

 Cara Davidson 

 Rachel Henrichs 

3/14 Tamra Penn 

 Michael Nielsen 

 Tyler Williamson 

3/15 Darren Cox 

 Brian Cox 

 Leah Gehrke 

3/16 Patricia Haerther 

 Elizabeth King 

 Justyn Osar 

3/17 Zaneta Scott 

 Erik Stark 

 Corey Richardson 

 Cypher Hulber 

3/18 Richard Weimer 

 Frances Schach 

 Jan Turner 

 Sarah Nelson 

 Caitlyn Trager 

3/19 Robert Laverty 

3/20 Jenner Jones 

 Bretten Roberts 

3/21 Casey Martin 

3/22 Sharon Clark 

 Tanya Cvetan 

 Jonathan Clark 

 Genesis Herring 

3/23 Susan Dittmer 

 Sean Leive 

 Stacy Fizer 

3/24 Laura Spidle 

 Heather Patrick 

 Anne Thomas 

 Jarien Montgomery 

3/26 Tyler Cvetan 

3/27 Carla Ballah 

 Judy Gibson 

 Rhett Monroe 

 Khyler Brewer 

3/28 Deborah Durham 

 Ashlee Peterson 

 Jodi Pederson 

 Logan Sanders 

3/29 Clifford Baker 

 Michelle Herring 

3/30 Barbara Chastain 

 Abigale Bayless 

3/31 David Richardson 

 Bobbie Butler 

 Marcia Naher 

  

 

*************************************************************************** 

Martin Luther Academy 
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.   
 

Reenrollment time at MLA is now for our returning students and Enrollment time is now for 
our new students.  The tuition and fees information sheet, contract for enrollment, and 
application forms can be obtained from our website (www.martinlutheracademy.org) or call 
the school office (816.734.1060) and we can get them to you.   

 

Our annual MLA Auction is coming up soon.  Please put the date on your calendar – Saturday, April 
5th.  For more information, check out our website or call the school office.  It would be great to have 
you join us for this wonderful event. 
 
Thank you for your continued support.  Yours in Christ, Rick Schneider, Principal 

 

http://www.martinlutheracademy.org/


Insights Gleaned from the 2014 ALMA Conference in St. Louis, MO 

 The 2014 Association of Lutheran Mission Agencies (ALMA) conference took place on Thursday, 
Jan. 30- Friday, Jan. 31 in St. Louis, MO and I took the opportunity to attend this event.  As part of my 
administrative responsibly at Christ Lutheran, I oversee the stewardship and outreach endeavors in our 
parish-family.  As such, I search for opportunities to improve our efforts and programs in these two vital 
areas of our parish life…and the ALMA conference did not disappoint: 

 The Rev. Dr. L. D. Rutt opened the ALMA conference with an insightful Bible study on the 
Apostle Paul, the indisputable greatest Christian missionary of all time (outside of our Lord Himself, of 
course!)  Being a witness was central to the Apostle’s identity.  How did God form Paul to this calling? 
How does God form us to be His disciples? Rutt suggested two means: 1) God chooses us as His 
instrument, and an instrument cannot act of its own accord but must be used by Him; and 2) Suffering for 
Christ’s Name, for just as God most clearly reveals Himself to us in the antithesis of Divinity (in dying on a 
cross), our most powerful confession of Christ takes place through our weaknesses (2 Cor. 12:7-10). 

 Next, the Rev. Dr. M. K. Rodewald spoke on his experiences as a missionary in Africa in his 
presentation “Serving Globally: Cultural Boundaries and Barriers to the Gospel Message.”  He spoke of 
the importance of being a diligent student of the cultural context where one is called to serve.  Rodewald 
cited Paul’s time in Lystra (Acts 14:8-23) and Athens (Acts 17:16-34) for support.  That evening the Rev. 
Dr. P. L. Maier presented his topic about defending the Faith.  Maier, the son of famed Lutheran Hour 
Speaker Walter A. Maier (deceased), warned of the present-day attacks on the Christian faith by Atheists, 
Agnostics, Muslims, Jesus “de-historians” (those who posit sensational and unbiblical characteristics of 
Christ), and “higher” critics of the Bible (whose raging bias seeks to destroy the faith).  Maier suggested 
that an honest look at the Bible in light of geography, archeology, and even historic secular documentation 
were an apt way to ward off attacks to the Christian faith.  This presentation was quick-paced and 
peppered with witty jokes, both of which are true to Maier’s form. 

 In the first sectional presentation, the Rev. Dr. A. Scott spoke on the topic of trauma and traumatic 
events.  He referenced secondary-trauma, a term which refers to those who aid trauma victims and actually 
experience similar levels of fatigue and other reactions as the victims.  His conclusions to help those who 
have experienced trauma were to: 1) pray, write, and even cry; 2) extend encouragement; 3) exercise the 
Christian life (pray and receive the sacraments).  In the second sectional presentation, the Rev. Dr. J. Tino 
presented “Mission in a Post-denominational World.”  Tino defined the terms witness, evangelism, and 
mission as well as spoke on the 4 ages of mission in the Church.  Finally, Mrs. D. M. S. Miller highlighted 
the importance of reminding the faithful of why their tithes and alms are vital for themselves and for the 
mission of the Church.   

 In addition to the presentations, another helpful component to the ALMA conference was time for 
“networking.”  During these intervals, I took the opportunity to reconnect with a friend of our parish-
family, the Rev. L.W. Rockemann from the Lutheran Heritage Foundation (LHF).  Perhaps you’ll 
remember that Rev. Rockemann served as preacher at Christ Lutheran on our celebration of All Saint’s 
Day and told the story of LHF during the Bible study hour on November 3rd, 2013.  It was great to hear 
again of the necessary and meaningful work that Lutheran Heritage Foundation (www.lhfmissions.org) 
continues to do and that our parish-family supports.  I also had the good fortune of meeting Mr. C. J. 
Boehlke who is the manager for short-term mission trips for the LC-MS Office of International Mission.  
He had just started in January of 2014 at his current position, and it was very encouraging to hear his fresh 
approach to that tasks that lay ahead of him. 

 My thanks to our parish-family for this brief time away and for covering my registration fee and 
travel expenses.  I am confident that we will be all the better for the insights I gleaned from the ALMA 
conference. 

Pr. Froiland       

 

http://www.lhfmissions.org/


A Stewardship Lesson from God’s Word … Matthew 6:1-4 
 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday (that’s March 5th for this year), in which is read sections from the 
Gospel of St. Matthew, chapter 6 (“. . . when you give to the needy . . . when you pray . . . when you fast . . 
.”).  Thus, throughout the history of the Christian Church, the season of Lent has focused on 
these three things: giving to the needy, prayer, and fasting.  Let us look at the first: giving to 
those in need. 
 

God has distributed the human race into two categories: those who possess wealth and are to 
give to the needy (Matt 6:1–4) and those who are in need, who are to be helped by the giving of 
others (Deut. 15:11).  But Scripture gives no third category (Chemnitz, Loci, “On Alms”).  But we 
object, “There must be! Is not self-sufficiency a virtue?!?” 
 

If you are self-sufficient, if you live by your own work and not from the giving of another, then 
you are wealthy.  You are called to give to the needy, to help your neighbor in his needs.  But 
even this isn’t the whole story.  For you have brought nothing into this world and everything you 
have and are has been given by God’s grace from His Fatherly Divine Goodness and Mercy.  You 
have received all things because of God’s giving to you.  
 

More than this, the generosity of God in the giving of His son, our Lord Jesus Christ, has saved 
us from our debt because of sin.  God loves us.  Christ died for us.  It is this generosity of the 
God who counts us righteous for Christ’s sake that inspires the wealthy and the poor to be 
united in the common task of giving to the needy and receiving needed gifts.  His generosity 
begets the generosity of His people.  
 

But we are obsessed with the ideals of “living well” and “the good life.”  And these are not in and 
of themselves bad.  In fact, we should live joyfully and be content with what we have, recognizing 
daily in thanksgiving that God has given us every good thing.  Indeed America has enjoyed such 
unparalleled prosperity that even those of middle and low means may seek the ideals of “living 
well” and “the good life.”  But at what cost? For what will a man exchange his soul? Let us not 
ignore those in need! Let us not turn a blind eye or a deaf ear to the needs of Christ’s Church on 
earth, which dispenses the very gifts of forgiveness of sins, eternal life, and everlasting 
salvation in the Gospel and the Sacraments! Rather, let us give as we have received, that joy 
in God’s temporal and eternal blessings may be full for all!  
 

For when you give to the church, you pass along those things that God alone has given.  
You do not earn God’s favor but rather demonstrate the very compassion of God the Father 
and Christ.  You reflect what They have done and are doing for you.  This is not a burden but 
a joy.  For He has given you a part in the administration of His kingdom.  He provides for 
the needy through your hands.  He ensures that the Gospel is preached and the Sacraments are 
given out through your hands.  And He honors and blesses this work and generosity as it redounds 
to those around you.  
 

So as you journey with the crucified and risen Lord to His cross and the empty tomb, think not of 
how your giving has lacked in the past.  And do not be afraid.  For where you have failed to 
give, Christ who is gracious and merciful has never failed.  He forgives.  He cleanses.  He blesses.  
His perfect life counts as your life.  He has paid for everything by His death and overcome it 
for you in His resurrection.  He proclaims you to be righteous, innocent, holy, and perfect in 
every good work—even in the work of giving! 

 


