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What’s Happening In This World of Ours/His?? 
 

Dear Fellow Redeemed, 
 

It’s hard to ignore the media deluge of information regarding certain moral/ethical issues that continue to 

headline newscasts.  First there was news about how the Susan G. Komen foundation for breast cancer 

research decided to cut off funds to Planned Parenthood.  Under much media and political pressure, the 

foundation decided to reverse its decision.  Then, there was the media storm created by the political decisions 

made to force private healthcare plans to cover sterilization and contraception, including drugs that may 

cause abortions (see President Matthew Harrison’s letter to congregations in this issue of The Shepherd’s 

Staff).  Many religious healthcare providers have a moral and ethical issue with these government 

regulations because they would be forced to provide services that go against their faithful convictions.  It has 

been reported that President Obama has “backtracked” a bit on this issue and more government leniency has 

been set into place.  Some indicate, however, that nothing has really changed. 
 

Beloved in the Lord, what’s happening in this world of ours/His?  As I have the blessed opportunity to visit 

with you the members of Christ Parish-family throughout the week, you sometimes share your “political” 

concerns.  Now, I’m not trying to get “political” with this page – but I would like to remind all of us to keep 

focused on the “main thing” when it comes to sensitive moral/ethical issues we see or hear about in the news.  

The main thing is that the Lord is in charge and His Word guides our life.  The laws of the land which are 

established for the good of society must be in step with laws of God. 
 

Civil government was established to enhance our life in a fallen world.  Martin Luther wrote about this in 

1523 (Temporal Authority: To What Extent It Should Be Obeyed) where he sought to define the purpose of 

secular authority and how we Christians should respond to it.  Luther argued that God remains the Lord of 

both secular and spiritual authorities, although ruling by different means (Law or Gospel).  We live in both 

the secular and spiritual simultaneously, so both are clearly distinguished without being separated. 
 

For this reason the moral and ethical issues that challenge us must be heeded.  Life belongs to God.  He 

created it and we belong to Him – we are NOT our own.  Therefore, we must retreat to His Words regarding 

what to do with it.  God determines life’s beginning and its end.  Simply put, if the government mandates 

legislation which compromises this very fundamental truth, then the secular is “out of step” with God’s 

authority.  My reasoning for pointing this out is not because of the issues I mentioned at the beginning of this 

page.  Rather, I share this truth with you to keep us focused on the communal life we live.  You see, we are 

natural lovers of autonomy. We want to be free to do our own thing, apart from anything or anyone else.  But 

the truth is we belong to a Christian family with Christ Himself as our head. We are not autonomous and 

singular in this regard.  We have been placed in a loving family by God’s grace through faith given at our 

Baptisms. As a family in Christ, we live in Christ. We live as if Christ matters most – not us. We live as if 

Christ is the provider and “owner” of all things and we are the stewards of such gifts. 
 

As we are challenged by what stand to take on issues that affect our daily lives, I implore you to keep your 

Christian family membership in mind.  The Lord, the creator of all, loves all He created.  We ALL belong to 

Him.  And please keep in mind, the Lord is in charge.  Fear and frustration sometimes grips us when the 

media explodes with such sensitive moral/ethical issues.  We give our cares and concerns (whether political, 

spiritual or personal) over to our providing Lord.  His truth remains as we remain in the truth standing firm in 

the faith.  In His faith our Lord promises to provide for us. 
 

In Christ’s Service, 

 

 
Pastor Arnold 



Living Simul Justus et Peccator this Lent 
  The Latin phrase above is one of the foundational teachings of Martin Luther and of the 
Christian faith.  Simul justus et peccator  means “at the same time (simul = simultaneously) saint 
(justus =  justified) and sinner (peccator).”  In this lifetime, from conception until death, the sinful 
nature lives in us.  Yet also, we are truly righteous and redeemed in Word and sacrament, fully 
certain of our eternal life and freedom from sin with Christ. 
 
 The words of the 7 penitential Psalms best explain our lives simul justus et peccator.  You will 
notice that we have taken these Psalms as the theme for our Midweek Lenten worship 
(Wednesdays Feb. 22 - Mar. 28, 10am or 7pm).  These penitential Psalms (6, 32, 38, 51, 102, 130, 
and 143) show us the extreme severity of our sin yet always point to the unending forgiveness and 
mercy of our Lord.  These Psalms give us a language to express our remorse and sorrow for sin as 
well as placing our hope in the One who will cleanse us from all sin.  Read the assigned Psalm for 
the Lenten midweek every day for these most cherished blessings.  
 
 Our lives as saints/sinners can also be explained in the Our Father, particularly the 5th 
petition: “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.”  This petition 
addresses both peccator (“Forgive us our trespasses”) and the fruits of the justus (“… we forgive 
those who trespass against us”).  God’s righteous forgiveness that justifies the sinner (and 
subsequently bears fruit) is found in Holy Baptism, where we are first given the right to call God, 
“Our Father.”  In his Small Catechism, Dr. Luther also explains: “We pray in this petition that our 
Father in heaven would not look at our sins, or deny our prayer because of them.  We are neither  
worthy of the things for which we pray nor have we deserved them, but we ask that He would 
give them all to us by grace for we daily sin much and surely deserve nothing but punishment …” 
(peccator) and “… so we too will sincerely forgive and gladly do good to those who sin against us” 
(fruits of the justus).   
 
 That being said, our certainty as forgiven sinners doesn’t find its foundation in the “fruits of 
righteousness” (our works/our forgiving others), but rather in the righteousness itself (our 
Baptism).  Were our forgiveness constructed upon our penitence, our readiness for reconciliation, 
or our forgiveness of others (in other words, “You must forgive me, God, because I forgive 
others”), then we would be building upon an objectively weak and uncertain foundation indeed! 
Forgiveness depends not upon us, but upon God’s mercy! In our cry for God’s forgiveness in the 
Our Father, we daily take refuge in our Baptism.  We cling with every fiber of our being to God’s 
promised grace to us.  God does not let His prior forgiveness be limited to the onetime act of 
baptism, but rather He sets our baptism with all its power for salvation over our whole life and He 
continually acts and forgives through it.   
 
 One last word from St. John the Evangelist I will leave you with regarding our living simul 
justus et peccator this Lent.  “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  
[But] if we confess our sins, [God] is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:8-9) 

       
In Christ’s Service, 
 
 
 
Pastor Froiland 
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 YOUTH NEWS  
 

Little Lambs       Kids For Christ    
         Infant-Kindergarten                 Grades 1-5                                

BUMPER BOWLING 
Saturday, March 10           

2:00 – 4:00 PM 
Little Lambs, Kids For Christ, (and JR-LYF member 
siblings) are invited to Gladstone Bowl on 
Saturday, March 10 from 2-4 PM.  Bring $3 per 
bowler to cover your cost.  Moms and 
Dads…please bowl too!  We have FOUR lanes 
reserved for this fun outing.  PLEASE SIGN-UP ON 
THE POSTER IN THE FELLOWSHIP COMMONS! 
 

 

JR-LYF 
Grades 6-8                           

JR-HI LOCK-IN 
Friday to Saturday, March 16-17 
4:30 PM (Fri.) – 9:15 AM (Sat.) 

 

JR-LYF members (Grades 6-8) are invited to 
attend the annual Lock-In at Saint Paul Lutheran 
High School in Concordia, MO.  Dates for this 
event are Friday (6:30 PM) thru Saturday (8:00 
AM), March 16-17.  Our group will leave from the 
CLC parking lot at 4:30 PM on Friday and return 
9:15 AM on Saturday.  Registration Forms 
(hanging on poster in Fellowship Commons) were 
to be completed by Sunday, February 26.  Check 
with Deacon if you missed the deadline.  Actual 
cost to attend is $25.00…Christ Lutheran 
members pay $10.  

 

 

SR-LYF / JR-LYF 
Grades 9-12                          Grades 6-8 

FLOAT TRIP  
Thurs. (4:30 PM) – Sat. (Noon) 

May 31 – June 1 – June 2  
SR-LYF Members (Gr. 9-12) & JR-LYF Members (Gr. 6-8)  
are invited to spend two nights at Heit’s Point Lutheran 
Camp, and to float the Niangua River.  This year’s students 
who are 5

th
 graders will be eligible to attend! 

 

Cost for this trip will be $65.00 (for members of Christ) and 
$75.00 for others.  Poster sign-up and deposits of $35.00 
need to be turned in by Sunday, April 29.  Contact Deacon 
immediately with any questions that you might have.  More 
details will follow at a later date. 
 

 

ADULT BIBLE STUDIES 
March, 2012 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Sunday Morning Adult – 9:30 AM 

Ephphatha Room 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Sunday Morning High School/Young Adult – 9:30 AM 

David Room (LYF Room) 
“Higher Things Magazine”  Topical Bible Studies 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Sunday Evening – 6:00 PM 

Walther Room (Church Overflow) 
“That the World May Know–The Path to the Cross” 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sunday Evening – 6:00 PM on March 4 
Adult Information Class – Organizational Meeting 
------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Tuesday Morning – 10:30 AM 
Walther Room (Church Overflow) 

“People’s Bible Commentary – Mark”  

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Wednesday Afternoon/Evening – 5:30 PM 

South Lounge 
“God Loves Moms” 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Friday Morning Men’s Bible Study – 6:00 AM  

Fellowship Commons 

“Joseph – Carpenter of Steel” 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq03
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq03


Midweek Lenten Services 
The theme for our Midweek Lenten Series is God’s gift of forgiveness, especially as we find 

this forgiveness in the Seven Penitential Psalms and in the practice of Confession and 

Absolution. We will consider the nature of sin as seen in the Psalms, the devastating effects 

it has on our soul and the conscience, and what we receive through God’s gift of the 

forgiveness of sins in our Lord Jesus Christ.  Do plan to join us Wednesdays. Midweek 

Services will be at 10 A.M. and 7 P.M. 

 

 
 

********************************************************** 

Care Packages  
OASIS will be sending care packages to our away from home 

college students and those in the military.  We will collect through 

March 14th, and then put the packages together after the “dessert” 

following the Lenten Service that morning. If you would like to 

contribute, please bring your items by 10:30AM that Wednesday.  

Snacks, candy, and gum are always appreciated.  Those in college 

also like receiving post-it notes, highlighters, and those type of 

“study aids.”  If you have questions (or ideas) about this project, 

please talk to Shane Rogers. 
 

************************************************************************** 
Lutheran Mission of the Good Shepherd (LUMA) experienced a great year in 2011 and is 

looking forward to 2012 as another opportunity to serve the needy in Kansas City.  Plus, our 

new director, Rev. Dr. Jorge Groh, is joining us full time this spring.  The continued support 

of Kansas City congregations and individual Lutherans will be a blessing through 2012! 
 

March 7
th

 – Psalm 38 “Come Quickly to Help Me” 

March 14
th

 – Psalm 51 “Against You and For Me” 

March 21
st
 – Psalm 102 “God’s Enduring Presence 

for You” 

March 28
th

 – Psalm 143 “Teach Me Your Will, For 

You Are My God” 

April 5
th

 Maundy Thursday – Psalm 116 

“Delivered” 

April 6
th

 Good Friday – Psalm 130 “Divine 

Forgetfulness” 

April 7
th

 Easter Vigil – Psalm 118, Exodus 14 

April 8
th

 Easter – Psalm 16, Mark 16:1-8 “You 

Are the Path of Life” 



A letter sent to the congregations of the LCMS by President Matthew Harrison.: 
 

“In response to President Obama’s announcement Friday concerning an ‘accommodation’ to a previous 
mandate that health plans must cover all forms of birth control (even those that can kill the unborn), The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) remains deeply concerned. We strongly object to the use of 
drugs and procedures that are used to take the lives of unborn children, who are persons in the sight of 
God from the time of conception. Drugs such as ‘Plan B’ and ‘Ella,’ which are still included in the mandate, 
can work post-conception to cause the death of the developing child, so don’t be fooled by statements to 
the contrary. 
 
“We see President Obama’s action Friday as significant, in that it appears to have been prompted by the 
many voices united in concern over an infringement of our religious liberties. But the ‘accommodation’ 
did not expand the exemption for religious employers, nor did it restrict the mandate in any way. It 
simply described a temporary enforcement delay and a possible future change—a change that, 
unfortunately, would not adequately protect religious freedom or unborn lives. 
 
“We remain opposed to this mandate because it runs counter to the biblical truth of the sanctity of human 
life. We are committed to working to ensure that we remain free to practice the teachings of our faith, 
that our religious rights are not violated, and that our rights of conscience are retained. Freedom of 
religion extends beyond the practice of our faith in houses of worship. We must be free to put our faith 
into action in the public square, and, in response to Christ’s call, demonstrate His mercy through our love 
and compassion for all people according to the clear mandate of Holy Scripture. 
 
“The government has overstepped its bounds. This controversy is not merely about ‘birth control’ and the 
Catholic Church’s views about it. It’s about mandating that we provide medications which kill life in the 
womb. And moreover, and perhaps even more ominous, it is about an overzealous government forcing 
coercive provisions that violate the consciences and rights of its citizens. We can no longer expect a 
favored position for Christianity in this country. But we can, as citizens of this great nation, fight for 
constitutional sanity against secularizing forces. As we have vividly experienced in discriminatory state 
legislation with respect to homosexual adoption, we, and our institutions (and those of other religious 
citizens of good will), are being robbed of the right to the free exercise of religion absent government 
intrusion or threat. The next assault will come upon church-related retirement facilities. How much 
longer will it be legal in this country to believe and act according to the dictates of biblical and creedal 
Christianity? 
 
“Jesus bids us, ‘Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's’ (Mark 
12:17). We will pray for and support our government where we can, but our consciences and lives belong 
to God.” 
************************************************************************** 

OASIS (Everyone 55 and better!) 

In-As-Much as Christ has done it unto….Emily Messbarger Funeral Luncheon, January 20
th
, 2012 

Thank you to the following families who contributed to the funeral luncheon for Emily Messbarger 

through monetary donations, deserts, or working the luncheon!  Toillion, Stewart, B. Johnson, 

Arendt, Scroggins, Fredericks, Niederwimmer, M. VanWinkle, B. Belt, White, Hogan, Watson, 

Chastain, H. Ketelsen, Gibson, Dugan, Harrison, Easley, Faller, Morgan, Harrison, Sperl, Sprouls, 

Schelp, White, Ramos, and Henrichs. 

If you would like to be on the list to either donate food or help serve for funeral luncheons please 

contact Heidi Scroggins – 816-806-6563 or hscroggins@kc.rr.com.  

 

Christ Lutheran Lunch Group (CLLG) is going strong in 2012!  On February 21
st
 they went to IHOP.  

On March 20
th
, they will meet at Noon at Abuelos Mexican Restaurant in Zona Rosa.  Contact 

Joyce White for more information if you’d like to join this group for food and fellowship.   

 

 



Congregational Bible Study  
 The Service of Women in the Church 

As previously reported in The Shepherd’s Staff, the Elders Committee resolved to further study 

Biblical and practical issues pertaining to the service of women in the Church.  Our first educational 

session will be… 

Saturday, March 17th – 10 A.M. to Noon 

Our guest presenter will be 1st Vice-President of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, The Rev. H. C. 

Mueller, Jr.  V.P. Mueller wrote a Bible study for Concordia Publishing House back in 1995 on this 

very topic.  After speaking with V.P. Mueller about this Bible study, I’m convinced that his insights 

will be very helpful and valuable. Do plan on attending.  Coffee and donuts will be provided. 
 

About the First Vice-President 
The Rev. Herbert C. Mueller Jr. is serving as first vice-president, and member of the Praesidium, of 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS), a position he was elected to in 2010. 

Previously, Mueller served as president of the LCMS Southern Illinois District 

from 1994 to 2010. Prior to that, he held district offices from 1988 to 1994 

including secretary, second vice-president and first vice-president. Between 

1979 and 1994, he served as a pastor at Mount Calvary Lutheran Church in 

Chicago; Zion Lutheran Church in Bethalto, Ill., and Immanuel Lutheran 

Church, in Waterloo, Ill. 

A native of Grand Forks, N.D., Mueller graduated from Concordia University, 

Ann Arbor, Mich., in 1973; Concordia Senior College, Fort Wayne, Ind., in 

1975; and Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo., in 1979. 

Mueller served on the LCMS Commission on Ministerial Growth and Support 

from 1998 to 2007; the Synod Colloquy Committee from 1999-2000; and the 

Council of Presidents Program Committee from 2003 to 2009. Between 1997 and 2010, Mueller took 

six mission trips to southern Africa. 

Mueller and his wife, Faith, live in Waterloo, Ill., and are members of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in 

Columbia, Ill. They have two grown sons, one grown daughter and two grandchildren. 
 

************************************************************************** 
 

We get letters…… 
 

Dear Christ Lutheran Parish Family- 
 The family of Andrew Shoemaker sends our sincere thanks and gratitude for all 

the many cards of love, support and prayers, during and after the most difficult days of our lives.  
We appreciate the help given from all the ladies who served lunch after Andrew’s funeral 
services.  Special thanks to Pastor Arnold and Pastor Froiland for your constant support to the 
family throughout our time of need.  Also to Ilene for her beautiful organ service, the acolyte who 
served, and to everyone that helped before, during, and after the services.  God’s blessings to each 
of you!   In Christ, the family of Andrew Shoemaker 
 

Dear Christ Lutheran Family, 
 Thank you to our church family for all the cards, phone calls, concern and prayers offered 
while our son, Roy Jr., was hospitalized and upon the death of our dear sister, Mayre Lou.  It was 
very comforting to us to receive so much support.  Roy Jr. is recuperating in a nursing/rehab 
facility and is doing well.  We will be in Tucson with him until he is able to return home.  
Blessings to all and we look forward to once again being in church and in fellowship with 
everyone.    In Christ, Roy and Sheryl Cozad 
 

Dear Members of Christ, 
 On behalf of my mother, my siblings, Mary, and my children, thank you for all of your 
kinds words, your thoughts, cards, memorial gifts, and strong support at the recent passing of my 
dad, Richard Buchholz.  You have all been a great source of comfort to us.  God bless you all. 
               Deacon 



March - April Acolytes 

    8:00am    10:45am 
March    Robby Henrichs   Andy Keck 
    Thomas Henrichs   Jackson Foutch 
Lenten Services @ 7pm – 7th – Joseph Ramos, 14th – Jacob Arnold, 21st – Otto Gaiser, 28th- Trenton Pride 
      
April    Blake Faller    Jacob Arnold 
    Mark Buchholz   Michael Marfield 
  Maundy Thursday @ 7pm – 4/5 – Robby Henrichs, Thomas Henrichs 
  Good Friday @ 7pm – 4/6 – Austin Hall, Trenton Pride 
  Easter Vigil @ 7pm – 4/7 – Nathan Cox, Joseph Ramos 
  Easter Sunday – 4/8:  Sunrise @ 6am – Trevor Crystal  
    Additional @ 8am – Jordon Trager, Otto Gaiser 
    Additonal @ 10:45am – Johnathon Knopp, Matthew Knopp     

Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do 
not stare out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing 
hymns and participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no 
later than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship!! 

Jacob Arnold 10:45am  
Andy Basch 8am  
Brayden Basch 8am  
Mark Buchholz 8am  
Nathan Cox 10:45am  
Trevor Crystal substitute  
Blake Faller 8am  
Justin Ferguson 10:45am  
Jackson Foutch 10:45am  
Otto Gaiser 8am  
Austin Hall 8am  

Robby Henrichs 8am  
Thomas Henrichs 8am  
Andy Keck 10:45am  
Johnathon Knopp 10:45am  
Matthew Knopp 10:45am  
Michael Kuhn substitute  
Michael Marfield 10:45am  
Trenton Pride 8am  
Joseph Ramos 10:45am  
Jordan Trager 8am 

************************************************************************** 

News from Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten 
 

If people have not heard and learned the Gospel, they cannot obey it.  This is 

why we at Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten are committed to evangelizing 

to our students and their families.  We (like all Christians) are under the 

obligation to witness.  Just as Jesus commanded the eleven in Matthew 

28:19,20 , “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them 

to observe all things I have commanded you.” 

 

How do we do this through a pre-kindergarten ministry? 

 God’s Word is like a scarlet thread that is deeply woven into our school day. 

 We have picked curriculum that is reflective of God’s Word. 

 Our teachers are committed to teaching and witnessing to others. 

 We use excellent and current teaching methods to relay the message of Christian love. 

 

Don’t forget to enroll for 2012-2013.  Classes are filling up quickly!  Be sure to check out our pre-

enrollment form in this month’s Shepherd’s Staff.  For a school tour or more information on our ministry 

call Mrs. Chrissy Heiss at 816-741-8031 or e-mail at christpk@christlc.com 

 

 



Discipleship Data 
Accessions Communicant: 

Lori White – transfer from Holy Cross 

Accessions Baptized: 

Solomon and Garrison White – with mother 
 

Deletions: 

Randy Shoemaker – at own request 

Joseph and Crystal Celeste, Creston, Reagan, and Carson – at own request 

Zach and Lori Kramer, Ella, Samuel, and Abigail – at own request 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Women’s Retreat 

May 4 – 5, 2012 
 

It’s not a rumor….we really are having a Women’s Retreat this spring after several years absence.  This will be a 

true “Retreat” to the SPIFE Center on the campus of St. Paul’s Lutheran School in Concordia, MO.  The facilities 

include a nice lobby, conference rooms, cafeteria and clean “hotel” rooms which will sleep 1 to 4 women.  

Linens and towels are provided.  See the registration form for additional information on room arrangements and 

pricing. 

We’ll begin formal (but informal) activities Friday evening around 8:00 pm, although you may arrive any time 

after 4:00.  The committee will provide some hearty snacks for the evening; breakfast and lunch on Saturday will 

be served in the cafeteria.   

We’ll be asking the question, “Are You A Crockpot or A Microwave?” as it relates to our prayer habits and faith 

life.  This will also provide some good material for our entertainment and conversation!  Please plan to join us 

for this relaxing time together, to refresh old friendships and make new ones, to study God’s word together, to 

laugh and enjoy some time “away”! 

Committee:  Lema Easley, Jan Turner, Denice Lackey, Janelle Hopkins, Sandy Sperl, Janet Jones, Candace 

Ramos, Jennifer Sperl. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

3/2 Pamela Levetzow 

 Andrew Keck 

 Ashley Bain 

3/3 Patricia Mitchell 

 Jeff Marriott 

3/4 Debra Peterson 

 David Baker 

 Samantha Oathout 

3/5 Douglas Gibson 

 Deanna Stumpf 

 Jackson Burns 

3/6 Shirley Newhouse 

 Dan Mahnken 

3/7 Cheryl Holle 

 Nathan June 

 Abrah Heitman 

3/8 Hank Marriott 

 Judy Guy 

3/10 Kyle Basch 

3/11 Jennifer Scott 

 Aubrey Ziller 

 Molly Colvin 

 Drew Davidson 

3/12 Marilyn Graham 

 Jerry Pietsch 

 Jacalyn Firestone 

 Kathy Ferguson 

 Christine Richardson 

3/13 April Leffert 

 Sara Froiland 

 Cara Davidson 

 Rachel Henrichs 

 Lindsay Palmer 

3/14 Tamra Penn 

 Michael Nielsen 

 Tyler Williamson 

3/15 Darren Cox 

 Brian Cox 

 Leah Gehrke 

3/16 Patricia Haerther 

 Elizabeth King 

 Justyn Osar 

3/17 Zaneta Scott 

 Erik Stark 

 Jereen Rowe 

 Corey Richardson 

 Cypher Hulber 

3/18 Richard Weimer 

 Frances Schach 

 Jan Turner 

 Sarah Nelson 

 Caitlyn Trager 

3/19 Robert Laverty 

3/20 Jenner Jones  

 Bretten Roberts 

3/21 Casey Martin 

3/22 Sharon Clark 

 Tanya Cvetan 

 Jonathan Clark 

 Genesis Herring 

3/23 Susan Dittmer 

 B. Sean Leive 

 Stacy Fizer 

 Macee Knop 

3/24 Laura Spidle 

 Heather Patrick 

 Anne Thomas 

 Jarien Montgomery 

3/26 Tyler Cvetan 

3/27 Carla Ballah 

 Judy Gibson 

 Rhett Monroe 

 Khyler Brewer 

3/28 Brian Hall 

 Ashlee Seymour 

 Logan Sanders 

3/29 Clifford Baker 

 Michelle Herring 

3/30 Barbara Chastain 

 Abigale Bayless 

3/31 David Richardson 

 Bobbie Butler 

 Marcia Naher 

 

***************************************************************************** 
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ 
March is a great time of the year to give thanks and praise to God for the gift of Lutheran Schools 

– here at Martin Luther Academy as well as around the world.  They are such a blessing.  A place 

where a child can be educated in all the disciplines needed for life.  But none more important than 

being taught in the presence of God’s Word each and every day, incorporated into all subject 

matter, at all levels of instruction.  This March we will be celebrating National Lutheran Schools 

Week (NLSW) from Sunday, March 4
th

 through Saturday, March 10
th

.  We will be doing many different 

activities that week – assembly at LHS, games, science fair, musical, art show, etc., but the most important part 

of NLSW is to praise God for allowing us to teach about Him for the benefit of His children.  Thank you for 

your continual support, and I ask and pray that you continue to support us as we always seek to do the work of 

the Lord in this place.  A brief tidbit of information in closing - it would take a person 266 years of perfect 

church attendance to receive as much Christian instruction as is received by a child if he attends a Lutheran 

school from age three through grade eight.  Tell me there isn’t something important and relevant in the 

Christian walk of children who attend Lutheran schools.  Yours in Christ, Rick Schneider  Principal  



Help Support Lutheran World Relief 

Give a Child the Opportunity to Go to School 
 

On each Sunday during the Season of Lent we will be collecting school supplies for needy children in 

Asia, Africa, and South America through Lutheran World relief.  Here is the schedule of our 

collection… 

February 26
th

 – Notebooks 

March 4
th

 – Money for school bags & shipping costs 

March 11
th

 – Pens and Pencils 

March 18
th

 – Rulers and Erasers 

March 25
th

 – Crayons and Pencil Sharpeners 

April 1
st
 – Scissors  

 

Pens and pencils…ordinary items we take for granted become treasures in 

the hands of their recipients.  Why school supplies?  To the children who 

receive School Kits, these supplies mean the difference between getting 

an education or not.  Public school is usually free, but in the places where Lutheran World Relief 

works, even a few required supplies, like pens and paper, may be more than many families can afford. 

 

Please help us as we collect items to make school kits in support of Lutheran World Relief and their 

endeavor to equip children with supplies in Asia, Africa, South America, and wherever else around the 

globe they are needed. 

 

We will include the following items in each School Kit: 

 Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper; no loose-leaf 

paper. 

 One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side and 

inches on the other 

 One pencil sharpener 

 One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades work well) 

 Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers 

 Five black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink) 

 One box of 16 or 24 crayons 

 One 2 ½” eraser 

 

Please do not add other items that are not listed as they are not accepted by LWR.  All items should be 

new and in good condition. 

 

You can help by purchasing any of the above items or making a monetary 

donation and we will do the shopping for you.  Each school kit costs 

approximately $14 to assemble which includes the school bag ordered from LWR 

and the $1.40 shipping cost to get the kit overseas.  Please leave your donations 

on the designated table that will be in the Commons Area. 

 

For more information, visit www.lwr.org or contact Brenda Johnson, 741-6483. 

 
 

 

 

http://www.lwr.org/


 

Orchids and Onions      
  

Orchids and THANK YOU to the Eberth Family, who donated 50 pounds of ground 
beef to Weekday School for the children’s dinners. 
Orchids to Barb and Tom Chastain who have helped in so many ways with the remodeling of the restrooms.   
Orchids to the following who chaperoned and provided transportation for the 2012 LYF Ski Trip:  Jeff Ferguson, 
Jason and Cheri Pride, and Brett and Lisa Martens.  Thank you! 
Orchids to the many from our parish who were such good sports and were so supportive of our annual Trivia 
Night Fun’Raiser. 
 

***************************************************************************** 
 

Oh Danny Boy, the pipes, the pipes are calling… 
…calling you to purchase your tickets, bring in your donations, and sell your ads for our upcoming  MLA 

Fundraising Auction!  It will be on March 17th, at Finnigan’s Hall in North Kansas City, beginning at 

5:00PM. 

We are pleased to announce that you will have a choice of entrée for your plated meal at the event.  When 

you place your ticket orders, please indicate if you and your guests would like beef medallions or rosemary 

chicken breast.  

We are getting excited about this big event for MLA.  Don’t miss out on the fun!! 

There are forms in the Commons Area with more information, or please visit the school website if you need 

forms or other information – www.martinlutheracademy.org. Or call the school at 816-734-1060. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Attention High School Seniors and College Students planning a career in Church 
work. 
The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, Missouri District has study grants available for the 2012- 
2013 school year. Men and women enrolled in a university or seminary of the Lutheran Church- 
Missouri Synod that are preparing for full-time professional church work may apply. Applicants must 
be a member of a congregation located in the Missouri District of the Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod or of an English District congregation active in the LWML located in Missouri for 12 months 
prior to filling as application. 
The Study Grant program is unique, as recipients are chosen according to financial need and 
commitment to Christian service. 
Applications and instructions are available from your LWML Zone president, society presidents, the 
financial aid office of your university or seminary or may be downloaded from the Missouri District 
web site at www.missourilwml.org or from CWSG chairman at lwmlcwstudygrant@att.net . 
Completed applications must be received by April 30, 2012. No application will be considered if not 
complete. 
For more information contact, LWML Church Workers Study Grants Chairman, 
Diane Knutson, 2034 Hwy 52, Tuscumbia, MO 65082 1-573-369-2530 lwmlcwstudygrant@att.net 

 

 

***************************************************************************** 

http://www.martinlutheracademy.org/


Dear brothers and sisters at Christ Lutheran, 

Greetings again from northern Indiana! As the months have been flying by, it's hard to believe my vicarage 

is more than half over – August will be here before I know it, and I will be back in the seminary classroom 

in September. Overall, my experience as a vicar has been outstanding, thus far. I have a very good mentor 

(Rev. Al Wingfield) who has given me lots of encouragement, sound advice and has been more than 

helpful in the pastoral formation process. I have had the privilege of doing countless hospital and nursing 

home visitations, conducting Bible studies, and have ministered to those hurting and dying. Standing 

alongside my supervisor, I have assisted with two baptisms and two funerals thus far, and a church wedding 

is slated for late June. I'm also teaching a small pre-confirmation class for a couple of seventh graders (our 

son, John, being one of them). 

Dana and the rest of the family is doing quite well. Palmer Home School is running smoothly -- with Dana 

at the helm, she continues to amaze me. Elise has a regular organist position at Lutheran Chapel – Lake 

George, which is about 40 minutes from where we live. She is also preparing for college, and will be taking 

some college-level courses next year as part of her senior year in high school.  

We were also very blessed to find out that we will be able to continue living in the church parsonage for my 

fourth year. We have been living here since we first came to Indiana, and has been a huge financial help for 

us. Speaking of which, we are also very grateful for the financial support Christ Lutheran has given us over 

the years as I prepare for the Holy Ministry. Thanks so much for caring for us in your giving and prayers. 

We are tentatively planning another visit to Kansas City in May. We look forward to seeing you again. 

Blessings to each and every one of you this Lententide. 

Stan Palmer 

Dana, Elise, John, Lindsay, and Bethany. 

 

Adult Information Class 
A new Adult Information Class will begin this month with an 

organizational meeting on Sunday, March 4th at 6:00PM.  The meeting 

will be very brief, about 20 minutes or so, to hand out materials and 

discuss which days the class would like to meet. 

Who is it for?  It’s for everyone.  It’s for the long time member who 

wants a refresher on Christian doctrine and the Lutheran faith.  It’s for those who are 

seeking membership in this congregation.  It’s also for anyone else just interested in what 

Lutherans teach and confess. 

May I come and bring a friend?  Absolutely!  That’s exactly what the class is for.  In 

other words, don’t just invite someone you know to the class.  Rather, BRING THEM 

WITH YOU.  Invite them along and offer to pick them up.  Friends will be much more 

willing to go if they know you will be in the class with them. 

Don’t miss out – Organizational meeting for a new class will be Sunday, March 4th at 

6:00PM at the Church.  Remember, the participants in the class will decide which days are 

best to meet.  Do come and be a part of our new class. 

Note – If you can’t make the organizational meeting – no problem.  You may join the class 

at any time.  Just talk with either Pastor Arnold or Pastor Froiland. 



***************************************************************************** 

Notes on the Liturgy – The Benediction 

The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD make his face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. The LORD lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 

This is the Benediction that concludes the Divine Service.  Benediction literally means “to speak 

well of” or “to speak good upon” and from that we get its common meaning “to bless.”  The 
word countenance means that God is showing His face to you.  In other words God is turning 
toward you in favor with these words of blessing as you are sent forth from the Divine Service. 

These are God’s words of good fortune to His people. In Numbers 6:22-27, the Lord gave this 
Benediction to the priesthood. God commanded Aaron and his sons to speak this blessing over 

the people of Israel. Because of Martin Luther, the Aaronic blessing was brought to the Christian 
church and is most often used in the worship services of Lutheran congregations (L. Reed). 

It has been said, “No finer or more spiritual word in the vocabulary of devotion could be found 
with which to conclude the service than the word ‘peace’” (L. Reed). What is God’s will toward 
the church? What is His disposition towards me personally? The Benediction tells me that the 

heart of God is to prosper and bless His people through a relationship with the Almighty. There it 
is sinner: God’s disposition towards you in Christ is most pleasant. God speaks to you, the 

individual, in these words. In the Hebrew of Numbers 6, in the German and Jacobean English of 
our former hymnals, this is made clearer by the language used – “The LORD bless thee (you-
singular) and keep thee (you-singular).” In contrast to the general words of absolution spoken 

over the congregation (you-plural) at the beginning of the service, these words of benediction 
spoken over the entire group are spoken to you (singular). Having received the Body and Blood 

given and shed “for you (plural),” the blessing of the shed Blood of the Lamb is proclaimed to 
you (singular). 
The Benediction also instructs us as to the source of our well being. Three times over it is the 

LORD (YHWH) that speaks. Three blessings are given in emphasis. The New Testament further 
reveals that three persons come to bless us — Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Thus, as we started 

the service with the Invocation of the Trinity, we depart in peace by the blessing of the same. 
 
These notes were originally written in 2001 by Pastor David Oberdieck and have been edited.  The entire series of 

articles may be found at http://steadfastlutherans.org/liturgy 

 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Numbers%206.22-27
http://steadfastlutherans.org/liturgy


CHRIST LUTHERAN PRE-KINDERGARTEN 

Pre-Enrollment Form 2012-2013 Christian Education — Pre-Kindergarten 
 

 

Child’s Name:______________________________________________________ 

Child’s Birthdate:___________________________________________________   

Address:___________________________________________________________ 

City:______________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number:_____________________________________________________ 

E-mail:____________________________________________________________ 

Parent Contacts:_____________________________________________________ 

 

Please circle your choice: 

             FULL-DAY (8:30-3:00) MON.-FRI.  $250 per month, must be 4 by August 1
st
, 2012 

  

              HALF-DAY(A.M. or P.M.) MON.-FRI.  $195 per month, must be 4 by August 1
st
, 2012 

  

              HALF-DAY (A.M. or P.M.) MON.-WED.-FRI.  $130 per month, must be 3 or 4 by August 1
st
, 2012 

  

              EXTENDED CARE (7-8:30 A.M. , 3-5:45 P.M.)  $90 per month 
  

Please send this form along with an enrollment fee of $95 to Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten,  

6700 NW 72nd Street, Platte Woods, MO 64151 

  

For more information on enrollment or a school tour, contact Mrs. Chrissy Heiss at 816-741-8031 or at 

christpk@christlc.com 

 

New All Day Program for 2012-2013 
 

 A FULL MONTH OF PRE-K CLASSES WITH EXTENDED CARE COSTS 

JUST $340 PER MONTH 
 

mailto:christpk@christlc.com

