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Witness, Mercy, Life Together 
 

Last month The Shepherd‘s Staff ―Pastor‘s Page‖ focused on the ―Witness‖ part of President Matthew Harrison‘s 

new three-fold emphasis for the church.  This month we consider ―Mercy.‖ 

 

The Greek word diakonia is used to describe mercy.  This word literally means ―service.‖  Mercy describes what 

the service delivers.  While mercy can be defined in different ways, the mercy work intended in President 

Harrison‘s three-fold emphasis is primarily of human care for the sick, lonely, orphan, widow or widower, and so 

on.   

 

Another helpful way to translate and understand diakonia is ―waiting at table.‖  This is how it is used in Acts 6, 

when the apostles said, ―It is not right for us to give up preaching in order to wait tables‖ (v.2).  In a more general 

sense, diakonia means ―to provide for the body or ‗to serve.‘‖  Dr. Albert Collver III, Director of Church Relations 

and Assistant to President Harrison, wrote that, ―To the Greeks, such service was looked down upon and 

considered beneath dignified or noble people.  Yet Jesus uses this very word of Himself: ‗For even the Son of man 

came not to be served, but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many‘ (Mark 10:45).  Jesus did not 

consider serving us to be beneath Him.  In fact His service is centered on the cross.  Such service is motivated by 

genuine love; Christ‘s love and mercy for us…‖ (Lutheran Witness, January 2011, pg 14).  It is with this same love 

poured out by Jesus that we love and serve our neighbor.  Diakonia is a ―God-given‖ privilege, not a social 

obligation. 

 

Another Greek word that describes mercy is splanchnon.  This word has more to do with the kind of compassion 

that comes from deep within.  To put it a better way, the use of mercy in this way is much more than just an 

emotion but also a merciful action.  Compassion begets action.  Mercy makes something happen.  For Jesus this 

word splanchnon (and the verb – splanchnizomai) is always compassion giving birth to action. 

 

For example, when Jesus saw the crowds in Matthew 9:36-38, He had compassion for them because ―they were 

harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd‖ (v.36).  At the feeding of the 5,000 in Matthew 14:13-21 

Jesus went ashore and he saw a great crowd and He had compassion on them by healing the sick and providing 

food for the hungry.  There are similar examples of Jesus‘ compassion in Matthew 20:29-34 when He heals two 

blind men and in Luke 7:11-17 at the raising to life of a widow‘s son.  These aren‘t the only examples in Holy 

Scripture, but I think you get the point.  Our Savior‘s compassion is invariably followed by action. 

 

The Season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on March 9
th

.  The theme for this year‘s Midweek Lenten 

Services is the Second Article of The Apostle‘s Creed.  In other words, the theme is about Jesus the Son.  In mercy 

we not only look to Jesus as example but also as action.  His unending mercy saves us.  The ultimate act of mercy 

took place on the cross for the sake of our eternal life.  Our service to neighbor follows Christ service to us.  We 

will take time to reflect on the precious gift of Christ‘s mercy during this somber and reflective season of Lent.  

May God richly bless you and keep you and His precious church in Witness, Mercy and Life Together. 

 

In Christ‘s Service,   

 

Pastor Arnold 

 
 



Paul Gerhardt (1607-1676) 
  The names listed at the bottom of the page on each hymn in our hymnal provide us with a stark reminder 
that the church’s song was crafted by flesh and blood writers and musicians who lived in real situations and 
faced mighty adversity.    

One such listed name is the Rev. Paul Gerhardt who ranks second to only Martin Luther in importance 
among orthodox Lutheran hymn writers.  Gerhardt, who lived about a hundred years after Luther, certainly did 
build Luther’s hymnody, and yet his writing style differed from his theological predecessor.  Both composed 
some of the finest hymns grounded in the objective truth of salvation, yet Gerhardt’s hymns express a bit more 
human feeling and emotion than Luther’s.  Gerhardt’s piety, devotion, and conviction to the Word of God shine 
forth in his hymnic compositions, even in the midst of suffering, loss, and persecution. 

Paul Gerhardt was born on March 12th, 1607 in the town of Graefenhainichen, Germany, just outside of 
Wittenberg.  While attending Wittenberg University, his professors exposed the young Gerhardt to the beauty of 
hymn writing.  At this time, the Thirty Years’ War (1618-48) ravaged Germany.  This war, fought for religious and 
political reasons, decimated Germany’s population by between 20 and 30 percent.  In respect to Gerhardt, his 
family house and home church were destroyed during intense battle.  After the war had ended, Gerhardt 
received Holy Orders in the Lutheran church and served in Berlin.  A few years later, he married Anna Maria 
Barthold and the couple was blessed with many children.   
 Even though the war had ended, life was far from easy.  Disease and plague devastated the entire 
continent.  All of Gerhardt’s children died except one son.  In Berlin, intense strife between Lutheran and 
Reformed clergy mounted.  Tension had risen to such a level that the local government issued an edict 
prohibiting sermons referring to Lutheran and Reformed doctrinal differences.  Pastors were called to put aside 
the Lutheran Confessions, especially the Formula of Concord which explicitly condemns Reformed doctrines.  By 
this edict of the city, Pastor Gerhardt would not abide.  He was dismissed from his congregation.  Sadly, two 
years later, his wife Anna died.  Eventually, he was called to a congregation in Luebben, where for seven years he 
faithfully preached the Gospel until his death in 1676.  To this day, the parish church in Luebben has hanging on 
her walls a portrait of her beloved and unforgotten pastor, the Rev. Paul Gerhardt.  A Latin inscription at his 
portrait defines him best: Theologus in cribro Satanae versatus (“A theologian sifted in Satan’s sieve”)       

Gerhardt was no stranger to hardship and suffering.  His hymns speak of such angst, yet always find their 
hope anchored in God’s sure and certain promises.  These same hymns have provided centuries of comfort and 

reassurance to suffering and dying Christians everywhere.  The following verse is one such example:   Why 

should cross and trial grieve me?  Christ is near with his cheer; 

  Never will he leave me.  Who can rob me of the heaven 

  That God’s Son for me won  When his life was given? (LSB 756)  
16 of Paul Gerhardt’s 139 hymns are translated and published in our hymnal, Lutheran Service Book: 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Christ’s Service, 
Pastor Froiland 
 

Title                                          LSB #   
O Lord, How Shall I Meet You  334 
All My Heart Again Rejoices   360 
O Jesus Christ, Thy Manger Is  372 
Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising 375 
A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth  438 
O Sacred Head, Now Wounded   450 
Upon the Cross Extended   453 
Awake, My Heart, with Gladness  467 
All Christians Who Have Been Baptized 596 
Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Me  683 
If God Himself Be for Me   724 
Evening and Morning    726 
Rejoice, My Heart, Be Glad and Sing  737 
Entrust Your Days and Burdens  754 
Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me 756 
Now Rest beneath Night's Shadow  880 
I Will Sing My Maker's Praises                25(TLH) 
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 YOUTH NEWS  
 

Little Lambs       Kids For Christ    
         Infant-Kindergarten                 Grades 1-5                                

BUMPER BOWLING 
Saturday, March 5           

2:00 – 4:00 PM 
Little Lambs, Kids For Christ, (and JR-LYF member siblings) 
are invited to Gladstone Bowl on Saturday, March 13 from 
2-4 PM.  Bring $3 per bowler to cover your cost.  Moms and 
Dads…please bowl too!  We have FOUR lanes reserved for 
this fun outing.  PLEASE SIGN-UP ON THE POSTER IN THE 
FELLOWSHIP COMMONS! 

 

SR-LYF / JR-LYF 
Grades 9-12                          Grades 6-8 

FLOAT TRIP  
Thurs. (4:30 PM) – Sat. (Noon) 

June 2 – 3 – 4  
SR-LYF Members (Gr. 9-12) & JR-LYF Members (Gr. 6-8)  
are invited to spend two nights at Heit’s Point Lutheran 
Camp, and to float the Little Niangua River! 
 

Cost for this trip will be $65.00 (for members of Christ) and 
$75.00 for others.  Poster sign-up and deposits of $35.00 
need to be turned in by April 10.  Contact Deacon 
immediately with any questions that you might have. 
 

We will be leaving from our church parking lot on Thursday, 
June 2 no later than 4:30 PM.  We will return to the church 
parking lot between noon and 1:00 PM on Saturday, June 
4.  Chaperones/Drivers are needed!   
 

Two breakfasts and one supper (at Heit’s Point) and one 
grilled lunch (on the river) are provided with the 
$65.00/$75.00 costs.  One other meal will need to be 
purchased by participants (We will stop on Thursday on the 
way to Heit’s Point). We will not stop for lunch, coming 
home, on Saturday. 
 
 

JR-LYF  
Grades 6-8                           

JR-HI LOCK-IN 
Friday to Saturday, March 4-5 

Saint Paul Lutheran High School-Concordia, MO 
(Sign-up Deadline was February 21) 

 
 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
For the month of March, PK-8 children will be exploring  

Bible stories with the following titles and references: 
Mar. 6-----------The Transfiguration------Matthew 17:1-9 
Mar. 13---------Temptation of Jesus-----Matthew 4:1-11 
Mar. 20-----Jesus Teaches Nicodemus-------John 3:1-21 
Mar. 27--------The Samaritan Woman---------John 4:1-42 

 

CLC BIBLE STUDIES 
March, 2011 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Sunday Morning Adult – 9:30 AM 

Ephphatha Room 
“Hebrews” 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Sunday Morning High School/Young Adult – 9:30 AM 

David Room (LYF Room) 
“That the World May Know – Faith Lessons” 

God Heard Their Cry 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Tuesday Morning – 10:30 AM 

Walther Room (Church Overflow) 
“That the World May Know – Faith Lessons” 

God Heard Their Cry 

------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Wednesday Late Afternoon Mom’s Study – 5:30 PM 

South Lounge 
“Explaining the Scary Stuff in Revelation” 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Friday Morning Men’s Bible Study – 6:00 AM 

Fellowship Commons 
“The Book of Acts” 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Sunday Evening – 6:00 PM  

Walther Room (Church Overflow) 
“That the World May Know – Faith Lessons” 

God Heard Their Cry 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq0
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq0


March - April Acolytes 

    8:00am    10:45am 
March    Austin Hall    Johnathon Knopp 
    Otto Gaiser    Matthew Knopp 
  Ash Wednesday, March 9 @ 7pm:  Michael Marfield, Robby Henrichs 
 Lent Services @ 7pm:  3/16 – Mark Buchholz, 3/23 – Michael O’Keefe, 3/30 - Jacob Arnold 
 
April    Joshua Buchholz   Jacob Arnold 
    Mark Buchholz   Michael Marfield 
 Lent Services @7pm: April 6 – Jackson Foutch April 13 – Jordan Trager 
  April 21, Maundy Thursday @ 7pm – Andy Keck, Michael O’Keefe 
  April 22, Good Friday @ 7pm – Austin Hall, Blake Faller 
  April 23, Easter Vigil @ 7pm – Mark Buchholz, Jacob Arnold 
  April 24, Easter Sunday @ 6am – Otto Gaiser, Michael Marfield 
      Easter Sunday @ 8am – Andy Basch, Brayden Basch 
      Easter Sunday @ 10:45am – Matthew Knopp, Johnathon Knopp    

Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do 
not stare out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing 
hymns and participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no 
later than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship!! 

 
Jacob Arnold 10:45am  
Andy Basch 8am  
Brayden Basch 8am  
Joshua Buchholz 8am  
Mark Buchholz 8am  
Nathan Cox 10:45am  
Trevor Crystal 8am  
Blake Faller 8am  
Justin Ferguson 10:45am  
Jackson Foutch 10:45am  
Otto Gaiser 8am  
Austin Hall 8am  

Robby Henrichs 8am  
Nicholas June 10:45am  
Andy Keck 10:45am  
Johnathon Knopp 10:45am  
Matthew Knopp 10:45am  
Michael Kuhn 8am  
Michael Marfield 10:45am  
Michael O’Keefe 10:45am  
Trenton Pride 8am  
Nicholas Shepherd sub only  
Jordan Trager 8am 

***************************************************************************** 

OASIS (Everyone 55 and better!) 

Christ Lutheran Lunch Group (CLLG) went to IHOP in February and had 29 attendees.  

Please join us at Noon on the 15th of March at ‘Nick and Jakes.’  Contact Joyce White for 

details and with any questions you have.    

OASIS members will once again supply desserts after the morning Lenten Services.   Our 

first Service will be on Ash Wednesday, March 9th.  Please give some 

thought as to whether or not you can supply desserts on a Wednesday, 

and watch for a sign-up sheet on the OASIS bulletin board.  This time 

together after our Services is a wonderful chance for fellowship. 

Missouri District Older Adult Ministry Retreat 

All OASIS members are invited to the Missouri District Older Adult 

Ministry Retreat to be held May 3-4 at Cross Pointe Retreat Center in Rocky Mount, 

Missouri.  The program will include community building activities, topics and a variety of 

workshops, music and fellowship, a banquet and entertainment, and opportunities to make 

new friends.  For more information, see the bulletin board in the Narthex or call 314-317-

4556 or email Sue.Thompson@mo.lcms.org.  Registration deadline is April 15. 

mailto:Sue.Thompson@mo.lcms.org


2011 Martin Luther Academy Auction 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 

The Northland Lutheran School Association requests the pleasure of your 

company at the 8th Annual Martin Luther Academy Fundraising Auction and 

Dinner Saturday, March 19, 2011 Embassy Suites Hotel - KCI Airport.  Please join 

us for an exciting evening of bidding, dining, and adult fellowship! 
 

Ways to support the MLA Auction: 

Donations:  Items, gift certificates, or services.  We are happy to make arrangements to pick up items 

that cannot be mailed. 

Volunteers: Assisting with organizing donations and delivery to the hotel.  Assistance on auction night. 

Advertisements:  We want to promote your business or a personalized message to a loved one!  Ads in 

catalog to be distributed to all auction attendees and appear on slideshow throughout evening.    

Tickets:  $35.00 per tickets includes plated dinner.  Full table of 10 receives 10% discount.  

Christ Lutheran Member Auction Contact: Sandra Thomas 816-896-6851 shannonannemac@kc.rr.com 

or MLA School Office -734-1060 For additional information http://www.martinlutheracademy.org 
  

We sincerely thank you for joining us in the mission of Christian Education in the Northland.  Our 

greatest resource is you, our association Churches, and we praise God from whom the blessing of your 

support flows.  

Adult Information Class 
A new Adult Information Class will begin this month with an 

organizational meeting on Sunday, March 6th at 6:00PM.  The 

meeting will be very brief, about 20 minutes or so, to hand out 

materials and discuss which days the class would like to meet. 
 

Who is it for?  It’s for everyone.  It’s for the long time member 

who wants a refresher on Christian doctrine and the Lutheran 

faith.  It’s for those who are seeking membership in this 

congregation.  It’s also for anyone else just interested in what 

Lutherans teach and confess. 
 

May I come and bring a friend?  Absolutely!  That’s exactly what the class is for.  In 

other words, don’t just invite someone you know to the class.  Rather, BRING THEM 

WITH YOU.  Invite them along and offer to pick them up.  Friends will be much more 

willing to go if they know you will be in the class with them. 
 

Don’t miss out – Organizational meeting for a new class will be Sunday, March 6th at 

6:00PM at the Church.  Remember, the participants in the class will decide which days are 

best to meet.  Do come and be a part of our new class. 
 

Note – If you can’t make the organizational meeting – no problem.  You may join the class 

at any time.  Just talk with either Pastor Arnold or Pastor Froiland. 
 

We get letters   
Thank you, ALL, for the phone calls, cards, etc.  Just knowing Christ Lutheran’s family is there is a 
faithful and therapeutic comfort and help.  A special thank you to all who have volunteered 
transportation to and from treatments.  It means so much.  In 1 John 3:1 we read “How great is the love the 
Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God.”  That’s who you are – what witnesses!  
Thanks. Yours in Faith, Pat Toillion 
 

mailto:shannonannemac@kc.rr.com
http://www.martinlutheracademy.org/


***************************************************************************** 
 

Orchids and Onions 

 

 Orchids to Karie Shoemaker who passed her board exams this past month and is now a Nurse Practitioner.  
Way to go Karie, we are proud of you. 
 Orchids to all our grounds men and women who continue to work very hard at getting the snow covered walk-
ways clear for the pastors and parishioners to walk safely.  We do very much appreciate you! 
 Onions to whomever forgets to turn the light out and lock the garage after using it.  The church staff has 
discovered this more than once.  Please remember to turn out the garage light and lock the garage when finished. 
 Orchids to all who attended and supported the 2011 Trivia Night Fun’Raiser!  Your generous support of our 
youth is truly a blessing! Special orchid to Jeff Faller who prepared extra games to play! 
 

Midweek Lenten Services 
10 A.M. – Followed by Dessert 

7 P.M. – Preceded by Lenten Supper 
 

This year’s Theme – The Second Article of the Apostle’s Creed: “I Believe in Jesus Christ…” 
In the Small Catechism Luther shares with us an Explanation to what the Second Article means.  We 
will consider a different part of the Explanation each of our Midweek Lenten Services. 

 

 March 9th – Ash Wednesday – “Return to Me!”  (Joel 2:12-19) 

 March 16th – “Jesus Christ – True God & True Man” 

 March 23rd – “Jesus Christ – Who Is My Lord” 

 March 30th – “Jesus Christ – Redeemed Me, a Lost and Condemned Person” 

 April 6th – “Jesus Christ – Purchased and Won ME!” 

 April 13th – “Jesus Christ – That I May Be His Own” 

 

 Maundy Thursday – “Sanctified:  Made Holy by the Body and Blood of Jesus” 

 Good Friday – “And He Descended into Hell…” 

 Holy Saturday/Eater Vigil 

 Easter Sunday – “He Is Risen, INDEED!!” 

 

 

 

 
 

Save the date!!  VBS has changed from 

June to July 18-22.  Be sure to save the 

dates for lots of fun and a big jungle 

adventure! 
 

 

 

 

 



Sunday Morning Nursery 
We have started a new “nursery” that people can make use of while they 

attend Sunday morning Bible Class.  It is currently located in the “John, the 

Baptizer” room (formerly MLA office).  You can leave your pre-Sunday School 

aged children in our adult volunteer’s capable hands while you attend Bible 

Class.  Contact Deacon Buchholz for more information, or to volunteer. 
 

 

Lutheran Spirituality -- $12.99 at www.cph.org 
A good book recommended to your pastors.  You might want to check it 

out.  Below is a description… 

Do you want a closer relationship with God? Are there days when you feel 

far away from him? Instead of depending on your own strength, learn to 

depend on His!   

This book, adapted from the popular Bible study series of the same name, 

explores the rich depths of a distinctively Lutheran spirituality. In 

Baptism founded upon God‘s Word, the incarnate, crucified, and 

resurrected Lord proclaims His victory over sin, death, and the devil. From 

there flows the proclamation of His Gospel and the administration of His 

Sacraments. It is through these means presented within the liturgy of His 

Church that Christ communicates not merely spiritual energies, an 

emotional high, a method of reasoning, or a stringent morality, but He truly 

communicates Himself—God in human flesh. 

This book is a how-to for Lutherans wanting more out of their spiritual life 

written by respected Lutheran scholars. It will help leaders in the church 

discover reachable goals to strengthen their own faith and help others grow 

strong as well.   
 

Pre-K News 
Events for March         Topics 
1 – Dr. Seuss Day         Dr. Seuss 
2 – Dr. Seuss and Green Eggs & Ham Day     Lent 
3&4 – Devotions          Easter 
9&10 – Story Time with Deacon       Feelings 
11&14 – Spring Break         Forgiveness 
17&18 – Happy St. Patrick’s Day       Spring 
24 – Pap John’s Fund Raiser        Wind 
30 & 31 – Movie, Popcorn, and Pajama Day    St. Patrick’s Day 
            Trike Safety 
We are currently taking enrollment for the 2011-2012 school year.  Please contact 
Belinda Knopp for more information – 741-8031.  (Enrollment form in this newsletter.) 
Thank you to all of the parents who donated things for the Valentine’s party and to 
those who helped. 
A BIG thank you to D.J. Dammann and Herb Steffens for shoveling the sidewalks 
for Pre-K! 

 



Thrivent Financial for Lutherans - - -Thrivent Choice 

March 31, 2011 is the deadline to designate 2010 Choice Dollars 

There are two ways to direct your Thrivent Choice Dollars: 

 

ON-LINE: 

Log onto www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice.  Use your thrivent.com user id 

and password and go to the Choice Dollars section of the home page.  In this 

area you will see your Choice Dollars balance and instructions on how to 

direct your dollars to the organization of your choice.  If you do not have a 

user id or password, follow the steps for creating an id and password.  It 

takes just a few minutes to complete the process.   

 

TELEPHONE: 

You can also direct Choice Dollars by calling 800-THRIVENT (800-847-4836) 

and at the prompt, say “Thrivent Choice” and when prompted say “Choice 

Dollars”.  A representative will assist you with your request. 

 

***************************************************************************** 
 

Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.   
Great things are happening at Martin Luther Academy.  Our re-enrollment is 

progressing with our existing students, and now is the time for new families to 

investigate the possibility of sending their child to MLA for grade kindergarten 

through grade eight.  If you have any interest in having a Christian education for your 

child, please contact me.  I would love to talk with you about what MLA has to offer.   
 

We had a wonderful Dedication Sunday on January 30
th

.  Many of you were able to 

come out and celebrate with us.  Another awesome event took place in January – our 

7
th

 and 8
th

 grade girls‘ basketball team won the Kansas City Lutheran League 

Championship.  They won all of their games in the tournament and defeated Hope Lutheran School in the 

championship game.  In winning this tournament they qualified for the state basketball tournament held in 

Jefferson City.  Great job Eagles! 
 

A special event will be held on Thursday, March 10
th

 at 4:30pm here at MLA.  We are having a Chamber of 

Commerce Ribbon Cutting along with an award being presented to MLA after the ceremony.  You are all 

invited to celebrate with us, and I hope many of you are able to attend. 
 

As we seek to fulfill the mission statement of Martin Luther Academy which is to nurture students spiritually, 

emotionally, and academically, we ask for your prayers as we seek to do God‘s will, and equip God‘s children 

to be His disciples.  If you or someone you know is interested in MLA and desires to take advantage of this 

nurturing and equipping, please contact me to obtain more information about the educational opportunities we 

offer.  Enrollment is limited and spots are filling up.  For more information you can check out our website to 

learn more about MLA. 
 

God‘s richest blessings to all of you and thank you for your support as MLA seeks to train children in the way 

they should go. 
 

Yours in Christ, 

Principal Rick Schneider  

816.734.1060 X104; rick.schneider@martinlutheracademy.org; www.martinlutheracademy.org 
 

 

NLSA Seeks Nominations to Executive Council 
The Nominations Committee for NLSA is seeking three individuals to serve a three year term 

on its eight member Executive Council (school board).  If you or someone you know has a 
passion for Lutheran education and a willingness to serve, please contact your delegate, 

Pastor Arnold, for more information.  The deadline for nominations is April 1st. 
 

http://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice
mailto:rick.schneider@martinlutheracademy.org
http://www.martinlutheracademy.org/


 

Notes on the Liturgy #3 & #4 — Confession and Absolution 




































































































 

 

 

 

 

 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2020.22
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2020.22
http://bookofconcord.org/link?AC+XXV
http://bookofconcord.org/link?AC+XXV
http://bookofconcord.org/link?AP+XII
http://bookofconcord.org/link?AP+XII


Hillcrest 
The February 7th Hillcrest graduation went without a hitch despite a week delay due to poor weather.  
Please contact Mark or Jennifer Sperl with donation offerings. 816-587-2490. or email 
msperl@kc.rr.com. 
Some needed items… 
1. Socks 
2. Personal undergarments 
3. Shoes 
4. Jeans 
5. Wal-Mart gift cards are always welcome 
Thanks for your support of this ministry. 

 
“7 Things You May Not Know About Lent & The 1 Thing You Must!!!” 

1. The original period of Lent was 40 hours; it was spent in fasting to commemorate The Suffering 

of Christ.  Then it became 30 days, then 36 and, finally, in the reign of Charlemagne, about 800 

A.D., 40 days, not including Sundays. 

2. The 40 days of Lent correspond to Christ’s 40 days in the wilderness. 

3. The date of Ash Wednesday is determined by the date of Easter.  The Council of Nicea 

determined in 325  A.D. that Easter would be observed on the first Sunday following the 14th 

day of the Paschal Moon. 

4. The earliest that Lent can begin is February 5.  That happened last in 1818 and did not occur 

during the 20th century. 

5. The latest that Lent can start is March 10.  It won’t be that late again until the year 2038.  

(However, this year it is March 9th which give us late Easter and Pentecost.) 

6. Lent comes from the Old English word for Spring.  The wearing of sackcloth and ashes is a 

custom going back to Old Testament times.  Many Christians observe the custom on Ash 

Wednesday, using the ashes of the previous  year’s burned Palm Sunday palms. 

7. The day before Ash Wednesday, Shrove Tuesday, is celebrated in many parts of the world with 

feasting.  The French call it Mardi Gras, the Germans call it Fasching.  The feasting comes from 

the custom of using up household fats prior to the 40 days of Lenten fasting when no fat is used. 

Now, for the 1 thing you must... 

These facts about Lent are interesting, but they’re not really very important.  The one important fact in 

your life is this – that Christ died that your sins can be forgiven. 

A fact so simple...so familiar...so huge...so wonderful that it is hard to grasp.  That’s why Christians 

observe Lent – to set forty days aside to think about Christ’s death and what it means in their lives. 

Lent gives you another chance to think about your sins and what it means that Christ died for them.  It 

gives you another chance to review your life, another chance to grow in faith and love. 

Lent is a time to be close to God – closer than you’ve ever been.  It’s a time to attend Church more 

regularly and more often, to pray more often, to read The Bible more diligently and to spread The Word 

of God more earnestly. 

This Lenten Season can be the most important forty days in your life...your eternal life. 
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