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PRAYER 
 

The Lenten Season is an appropriate time to focus on prayer … our prayer … our Savior’s prayer.  
Almost twenty years ago Pastor Krueger shared an article in The Shepherd’s Staff on this very topic.  I 
thought it would be good to revisit and “re-run” his article since our month of March is completely 
consumed by the “prayerful” season of Lent.  During our Midweek Lenten Services, portions of the 
Evening Prayer Service found in the hymnal will be used throughout.  Prayer involves a large part of 
our worship both in church on Sunday/Wednesday and in our daily lives. Take a look below… 
 
1) PRAYER INVOLVES WAITING – Prayer is not just telling.  Prayer is waiting.  Prayer 

often means closing our lips so that our dear Lord might have His turn to speak.  We need to 
allow Him the opportunity to enter into our thought processes with His reply.  It is a good 
thing to be silent at first, resting in the awareness that we are in the presence of the Lord.  If 
we are willing to wait and be silent, we may find ourselves speaking about things that we had 
never expected to mention.  Such an approach also gives the Holy Spirit the opportunity to 
intercede for us.  Remember Romans 8:26? 

2) PRAYER SHOULD NOT EXPECT PERFECTION OF ITSELF – It should not surprise 
us that we are not yet perfectly trusting children of God.  Christ is not yet fully formed in us.  
We remain torn between doubt and trust.  We are afraid to go ahead.  Doubt seems to have 
won out.  We become extremely critical of ourselves.  We decide that all this is proof that we 
are guilty of terrible unbelief.  But unbelief and doubt are not the same thing.  Unbelief is the 
refusal to turn to God.  Doubt is faith in distress, but nevertheless faith as it continues to tell 
God how troubled the heart is. 

3) PRAYER LEADS TO THE ASSURANCE THAT GOD IS AND ALWAYS WILL BE 
WORKING FOR OUR GOOD – We think again of Jesus saying, “Abba! Father!”.  Most of 
us have learned many times over that it is often impossible to tell whether something is a 
blessing or a misfortune at the time it is happening.  In many respects the real answer is in our 
hands, and ours alone, as we make use of a given moment as an opportunity to place ourselves 
into the hands of the heavenly Father.  It is when we become willing to believe that He will lead 
us through whatever difficulties we are encountering, that we will experience true peace and 
rest. 

 
The above is so good and so timely, I had to share it with you.  Thank you, Pastor Krueger, for 
sharing it with us nineteen years ago.  A “timely” reminder is often times quite beneficial.  The Lord’s 
Blessings to all of you. 
 
Praying WITH and FOR you, 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Arnold 



Consider Your Place in Life 
When his Small Catechism asks, “Which are these [sins that we should confess]?” Dr. Martin 

Luther answers, “Consider your place in life according to the Ten Commandments.”  He goes on to 
point out the vocations in which the Christian lives (i.e. father, mother, son, daughter, worker, etc.) as 
well as the various pitfalls to which these stations are prone (disobedience, laziness, being 
quarrelsome, etc.) 

Consider your place in life.  From the time of the fall in the Garden of Eden, the lives men and 
women are completely corrupted by sin.  No longer was life lived selflessly, but only selfishly.  Man 
is constantly tempted to look inward for good.  The vain search for good within the self is the 
temptation of the inherited Old Adam still dwelling inside.  Man struggles against looking only 
inside on himself: his wants, happiness, and desires above all else.  He does not fear, love, and trust 
in God above all things; in fact, just the opposite: he wishes to be in the place of God.  God created 
man in His own image, and, ever since the fall into sin, man has not ceased to try and return the 
favor.   

The Ten Commandments address the “self”-ish issue directly.  In this first chief part of the 
catechism, there is a vertical relationship (man and God) and there is a horizontal relationship (man 
and his neighbors).  Commandments 1-3 show the vertical relationship and Commandments 4-10 
show the horizontal relationship.  No matter which Commandments 2-10 we break, it is always an 
assault upon God as the center of our trust.  Even in breaking the horizontal relationships, we are still 
offending against the vertical because it is God who has called us to live in harmony and love with 
our neighbor.  The Ten Commandments act as a mirror to reflect our sinful thoughts, words, and 
deeds.  The following questions regarding the First Commandment may assist in your reflection: 

The 1st Commandment: You shall have not other gods.  Which is more important when I make my 
daily decisions: God or myself? Have good times deluded me into thinking that I am in control? Am I tempted 
to think that I have God and everything I need when I have money and earthly goods? Have bad times caused 
me to despair and lose hope and trust in God? Have I doubted God’s love for me when I have money problems, 
loss of possessions, sickness, or injury? Have I put my own notions or the notions of others above what the 
Scriptures say about God? Have I denied the faith out of indifference or cowardice before co-workers, relatives, 
friends, or those who believe differently? Have I been ashamed of my salvation?     

The breaking of the Ten Commandments is a life-long struggle for the faithful.  Yet, by 
proclamation of the Gospel, Christ grants forgiveness to you in His church.  He was hung vertically 
on the cross (John 12:33-34).  For three days He lay in the tomb horizontally.  He was raised again on 
Easter morn.  Now you too may die horizontally with Him in baptism and death (Romans 6:4), only 
to rise vertically to stand among the whole host of heaven.  Therefore, consider this your place in the 
eternal life to come.      
 
In Christ’s Service, 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Froiland 

***************************************************************************** 

Christ Lutheran Outreach 
Callers for Christ will meet on Sunday, March 14th @ 2pm.  Please join us to 
meet new folks interested in our church!  
Also mark your calendars for Lutheran Open House Week, September 12th -
16th.  Watch for more information - coming soon!  



March – April Acolytes 
    8:00am    10:45am 
March    Josh Buchholz   Michael O’Keefe 
    Mark Buchholz   Justin Ferguson 
   Lenten Services:  3rd @7pm – Jordan Trager 
           10th @7pm – Otto Gaiser 
           17th @ 7pm – Mark Buchholz 
           24th @ 7pm – Robby Henrichs 
 
April    Austin Hall    Tommy Knopp 
    Blake Faller    Johnathon Knopp 
   Maundy Thursday:  1st @7pm – Tommy Knopp & Johnathon Knopp 
   Good Friday: 2nd @7pm – Austin Hall & Otto Gaiser 
   Easter Vigil:  3rd @7pm – Jacob Arnold & Mark Buchholz 
   Easter Sunday:  4th @6am – Otto Gaiser & Michael Marfield 
    Additional @8am – Trevor Crystal & Jordan Trager 
    Additional @10:45am – Andy Basch & Brayden Basch 

Dress and behavior 

• Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

• Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do 
not stare out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing 
hymns and participate in the liturgy. 

• You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting 
no later than 15 minutes before the service. 

• Please do not talk during worship!! 

 

Jacob Arnold 10:45am  
Andy Basch 8am  
Kyle Basch 8am  
Joshua Buchholz 8am  
Mark Buchholz 8am  
Nathan Cox 10:45am  
Trevor Crystal 8am  
Blake Faller 8am  
Justin Ferguson 10:45am  
Otto Gaiser 8am  

Austin Hall 8am  
Robby Henrichs 8am  
Nicholas June 10:45am  
Andy Keck 10:45am  
Johnathon Knopp 10:45am  
Thomas Knopp 10:45am  
Michael Kuhn 8am  
Michael O’Keefe 10:45am  
Nicholas Shepherd sub only  
Jordan Trager 8am  

 
***************************************************************************** 

 

Concordia University, Nebraska’s premier vocal ensemble, the University A Cappella 

Choir, will begin its annual spring tour on Friday, March 12. The 70-member choir has scheduled 

performances at schools and churches in Missouri, Arkansas, Louisiana, Tennessee and Illinois before 

returning home to Seward for its final tour performance on March 28. All 

concerts are free and open to the public.  They will be in our area on Friday, 

March 12th, at King of Kings Lutheran Church for a 7 p.m. Concert.   

The A Cappella Choir will perform music spanning historical eras 

including the music of J.S. Bach, Mendelssohn, Eric Whitacre and Moses 

Hogan. The wide variety of composers allows the choir to demonstrate 

many styles and techniques. The tour also gives the students a chance to 

share their love of Christ through song. 

 



Words of Life from the Cross – Lent 2010 
Each Word that Jesus spoke imparts a blessing and is a word of Gospel.  Each Word 
of Christ proclaims His glory as we trust Him for forgiveness, life, and salvation.  
The Midweek Lenten Series this year focuses on Jesus’ SEVEN WORDS of the 
CROSS (see schedule below).  Do come and join us – in HIS Words. 
 

 
***************************************************************************** 
   

VBS June 14-18, 2010 
 

Join the fun at PLANET ZOOM Vacation Bible School!   
 

VBS will be held June 14-18 from 9:00 – 11:45 am. 

Children 4 years old 

through 6th grade are 

welcome. We will explore Bible stories, make crafts, 

eat yummy snacks, play fun games, sing awesome songs 

and more! Watch for more information and an 

enrollment form in the April issue of the Shepherd’s 

Staff. 
 

We are looking for guides to take children to different activities and recreation 

leaders. If you would like to help call Jan Faller 858-2502.  
 

 

• March 3
rd

 – The Faithful Word:  “Eli, Eli, 

Lema Sabachthani?” that is, “My God, My 

God, why have You forsaken Me?” 

• March 10
th

 – The Compassionate Word:  

“Woman, behold, your son!”… “Behold, 

your mother!” 

• March 17
th

 – The Suffering Word:  “I Thirst” 

• March 24
th

 – The Dying Word:  “Father, into 

Your hands I commit My spirit” 

• Maundy Thursday – The Remembering 

Word (1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

• Good Friday – The Fulfilled Word: “It is 

finished” 

• Easter Sunday – The Vindicated Word: “He 

Is Risen!” 
 



 

Adult Information Class 
A new Adult Information Class will begin this month with an 

organizational meeting on Sunday, March 7th at 6:00PM.  The 

meeting will be very brief, about 20 minutes or so, to hand out 

materials and discuss which days the class would like to meet. 
 

Who is it for?  It’s for everyone.  It’s for the long time member 
who wants a refresher on Christian doctrine and the Lutheran 

faith.  It’s for those who are seeking membership in this 

congregation.  It’s also for anyone else just interested in what 

Lutherans teach and confess. 
 

May I come and bring a friend?  Absolutely!  That’s exactly what the class is for.  In 
other words, don’t just invite someone you know to the class.  Rather, BRING THEM WITH 

YOU.  Invite them along and offer to pick them up.  Friends will be much more willing to go 

if they know you will be in the class with them. 
 

Don’t miss out – Organizational meeting for a new class will be Sunday, March 7th at 

6:00PM at the Church.  Remember, the participants in the class will decide which days are 

best to meet.  Do come and be a part of our new class. 
 

Note – If you can’t make the organizational meeting – no problem.  You may join the class 

at any time.  Just talk with either Pastor Arnold or Pastor Froiland. 
    

    

    

********************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************    

PrePrePrePre----K NewsK NewsK NewsK News    
We are currently taking enrollment for the 2010-2011 School Year.  Please contact 

Belinda Knopp, our Pre-K Director, to make an appointment.  816-741-8031   

ImImImImportant Dates in March:  portant Dates in March:  portant Dates in March:  portant Dates in March:      

 1&2 – Dr. Seuss Day,   4&5 – Devotions,    5 – Pretzel Day,    

  10&11 – Storytime with Deacon,    18&19 – Mother Goose Day,     

 24&25 – Easter Egg Hunt,     29-31 – Parent/Teacher Conferences 

This month we will be talking aboutThis month we will be talking aboutThis month we will be talking aboutThis month we will be talking about::::   

 Easter, Feelings, Forgiveness, Spring, Bike Safety, Wind 



 

Synodical Issues NKC Forums 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church continues hosting a series on the issues that are facing our Lutheran Church – 
Missouri Synod.  All up-coming topics will be held between 10 A.M.  and noon on their designated 
Saturday mornings.  If you have any questions, you may contact Pastor Arnold.  Or, you may contact 
Pastor Bolland or Pastor Stirdivant at Holy Cross Parish for more information and details. 
 March 13th: "The Liturgy/Closed Communion"  
  – Rev. Mark Stirdivant, Holy Cross, Kansas City, MO 
 May 15th: "Evangelism/Mission of the Church"  
  – Rev. Richard Bolland, Holy Cross, Kansas City, MO 
 June 19th: "Church Fellowship"  
  – Rev. Kim Scharff, Trinity, Norborne, MO  
 

***************************************************************************** 

Orchids and Onions 
 
 
 Orchids Orchids Orchids Orchids to Jan Faller who – again – arranged for the Lilies for Easter.  She has also taken on the responsibility 
for ordering the poinsettias for Christmas and the geraniums for Pentecost.  Thanks Jan. 
 OrchidsOrchidsOrchidsOrchids to Tom Chastain and Herb Steffens who came “late” in the evening to fix the parsonage garage door.  
How unexpected to come the “day of.”  Thanks again. 
 Onions Onions Onions Onions to those who STILL leave their Worship Bulletins in the hymnal racks.  That makes for unnecessary 
clean-up work for our ushers.  Don’t forget – the insert of the bulletin is yours to take home.  It has devotions and 
announcements for the week.  Take home the whole bulletin.  We have plenty!! 
 OrchiOrchiOrchiOrchids ds ds ds to those who faithfully use their offering envelopes on Sunday/Wednesday. 
 Onions Onions Onions Onions to those who leave it home.  The use of the offering envelope is a big help to our counters.  Please use 
them. 
 Orchids Orchids Orchids Orchids to Linda Thomssen for once again adding so much to our Ash Wednesday Service with her violin 
accompaniment.   
 Orchids Orchids Orchids Orchids to all our wonderful musicians and choir directors. 
 Orchids Orchids Orchids Orchids to the 100+ CLC members and friends who offered their support for our first-ever “Trivia Night Fun’ 
Raiser.”  Nearly $2300 has been raised by those who attended this event, and by donations from those who could not 
attend. 
 Orchids Orchids Orchids Orchids to Wendy Basch, Jeff and Jan Faller, Mary Buchholz, Lynda Reinert, and the Youth in the Gathering 
Group, for their dedication to tasks assigned at the Trivia Fun’ Raiser. 
 Orchids Orchids Orchids Orchids to our snow crew!  We have a few new helpers – Rachel Almstedt and Jeff Basch.   
         
 

OASIS (Everyone 55 and better!) 
 

Christ Lutheran Lunch Group (CLLG) is going strong, with 23 people 
attending our February lunch at IHOP.  March 16th we go to El 
Maguey Mexican Restaurant.  We’d love to have you join us! 
 
Also, join us for dessert after our 10:00AM Lenten Services.  We 
gather for coffee and desserts in the Fellowship Commons.  There is a 
sign-up sheet on the bulletin board if you’d like to take a turn bringing 
the dessert. 
 

 



 

 

Easter Lilies 
Help beautify our sanctuary for Easter! 

The lilies are $11.50 per 7” pot, each with 5+ blooms.  We will have 40 lilies. 
Payment can be placed in the Altar Guild envelopes provided on the sign-up poster 

and given to an Altar Guild member or put in their mail box. 
Make checks payable to:  Christ Lutheran Church Altar Guild. 

                           

We get lettersWe get lettersWe get lettersWe get letters 
  

Dear Friends in Christ: 
 I would like to thank everyone for their prayers, good wishes, get well cards, magazines, snack 
food (special heavenly blessings on the snack food) during my recent surgery and hospital stay.  I especially want to 
thank Pastor Arnold and Pastor Froiland for their visits.  They were greatly appreciated and comforting.  Most of all 
I thank God for everyone and for seeing me through this particular time. Yours in Christ, Jim Moore 
 
Dear Christ Lutheran Family, 
 I am officially a Webster University graduate with M.A. in International Relations.  Your prayers and 
support were greatly appreciated.  The care packages I received were especially welcome as it was a touch of home 
while I studied and lived in Europe.  Thank you, Rebecca Levetzow 
 
Dear Pastor Arnold, 
 Thank you for all you have done and continue to do for not only Tom but our entire family.  We all appreciate 
the many visits you made and the prayers you said on our behalf.  Thank you for letting us borrow the wheelchair.  It 
was a Godsend for me.  I could lift it into the car and push Tom to doctor appointments and church.  We think of you 
often.  You’ll always be like family to us.  
  Love, Doyne, Patrick, Ryan, Michael Parisi and family 
 
Dear Parish Family, 
 I want to thank you all for the prayers, cards, and phone calls.  The Lord has been good to me again for all the 
healing and caring.  Also, I want to thank the Moores for delivering the Christmas cookies and the wonderful visit we 
had. 
 May the Lord bless you all and keep you in His care.    In Christ, Miriam Van Winkle 
 
Thank you so much for the care package! It's nice to know that my family in Christ is here to support me through 
college.   God Bless, Leanne Daley 
 
Dear Friends, 
 We gratefully acknowledge receipt of the following gifts for the work of Lutheran Mission of the Good 
Shepherd – One large load of food for the Christmas store.  Thank you for your support of our social ministries with 
your gifts!  Our various ministries do more than provide needy individuals and families with food, clothing, utility 
assistance, and special Christmas blessings.  They also provide an opportunity for us to share the love of Christ and 
His saving Gospel with them.  Gifts such as yours make our “mission in the city” rich in blessings and in mission 
outreach.  May God richly bless us all, as together we continue to serve Him!   
     On behalf of all of us at LUMA, Tom Eckard, Executive Director 



Northland Lutheran School Association 
Martin Luther Academy  734-1060 

 

Dear Friends, 

Hard to believe – but true… 

Our fundraising auction is less than a month away!  We need three things: 
1. Donations of items to sell at the auction 

2. People to buy tickets to the event 

3. Advertisements to offset our expenses 

Please visit our website at www.MartinLutherAcademy.org for details regarding the event and 

forms for tickets, donations, and ads.  You can also see a listing of items that we have so far! 

Your support of our event is greatly appreciated! 

Your Auction Committee 

 
Dear Members of the Northland Lutheran School Association, 
Springtime greetings from Martin Luther Academy! 
The question for me is always: will March come in like a lamb and go out like a lion 
or will it be the reverse? I don’t know about you, but I am more than ready for spring. 
I’m itching to see things break out in bud and flower; I’m ready to scratch the dirt and 
look for signs of growth. 
During this part of the school calendar it seems that similar events are happening in 
our students. We have spent considerable time in the classroom learning new skills, reviewing facts, grammar, 
and procedures, and practicing to perfect our performances in every area of the curriculum. All of our attention 
is geared for the last report cards of the year. 
But also during March, we take time to celebrate National Lutheran Schools during the week of March 7-13. 
We are blessed with the opportunity to not only provide a quality education to the families with whom we 
minister but where we can daily and joyfully share the Gospel message of our Savior! We praise God for you as 
you make our ministry among students and families here at Martin Luther Academy possible. Thank you. 
We would continue to ask you to pray for the call process as a call is extended to Mr. Richard Schneider of 
Portage, Wisconsin, to be our new principal; renovation plans to become reality as our new west campus is 
made ready for our move; new students and families to join us during our open enrollment so that we may reach 
out ever farther into our community to share the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
May God bless all of you as we are blessed by your support. 
Kathleen Blouch, Interim Principal, kathleen.blouch@martinlutheracademy.org   MLA phone: 816-734-1060 
 

The Northland Lutheran School Association requests the honor of your support and the pleasure of your company 
at the 7th annual Martin Luther Academy fundraising auction and dinner. Please join us for an exciting evening of 

bidding, dining, and adult fellowship. 

Saturday, March 13, 2010 
Embassy Suites Hotel KCI    7640 NW Tiffany Springs Parkway   Kansas City, Missouri 

Doors open at 6 p.m.   Dinner served at 7 p.m.    Live auction begins at 8:30 p.m. 
MLA's tuition and generous church sponsors cover only about 80% of the cost of education. This event is our 

biggest fundraiser of the year. Proceeds benefit our operating budget and the capital campaign fund. 
Please call MLA at 816-734-1060 or stop by the school office for a reservation form. 

Can you donate an item? 
View auction information and item listings at www.MartinLutherAcademy.org. 

 

 Tickets:   $40 – Individual, $75 – Couple, $350 - Table for 10, or  
$1250 - Eagle Table Sponsor (Eagle Table Sponsor includes - Premium Seating, Table for 10, Two Bottles of 
Wine, Floral Centerpiece, Eagle Sponsorship, and Full page ad and your logo on all CAS screens) Includes a tax 
deductible donation. 



THE FACILITIES RENOVATION COMMITTEE 
In February, 2010 the previously formed Planning Committee indicated in 
a report to the Board of Directors that they felt they had accomplished their 
goals and recommended their dissolution as an active committee.  In their 
stead they recommended the formation of a new committee to act on the 
Committee’s recommendations relating to renovations of the church 
property. 
The Board of Directors acting on that request, approved the formation of 
the Facilities Renovation Committee comprised of the following parish 
members: Chairman Steve Foutch; Vice Chairman Bane Gaiser; Members 
- Susan Gaiser, Charlie Haase, Lee Ketelsen, Larry Scroggins, Hal Sinclair, 
Cliff Trager, Barb Chastain, and Mary Buchholz.  Their goal was to determine what renovations would meet the 
future needs of the Parish and provide the best use of the space while keeping the costs at a level that could be 
financed without increasing the current annual outlay for the Parish’s mortgage debt.  Since the mortgage 
needed to be renegotiated in March, 2010 this was suggested by the Planning Committee as a reasonable 
expectation. 
At the July 26, 2009 Parish Meeting, the results of the committee’s suggestions for renovations of the church 
property, including variations if space were added for MLA, was presented to the Parish members.  After 
discussion the members passed a motion that the Facilities Renovation Committee should proceed with the 
planning phase considering only the needs of the Parish. 
Since the Parish meeting several architectural plans have been explored.  In January, 2010 a sub-committee of 
the Facilities Renovation Committee comprised of Chairman Steve Foutch, Bane Gaiser, and Lee Ketelsen, as 
well as ex-officio members Pastor Arnold, and Larry Sperl met to further refine the plans and determine the 
costs.  Also during that meeting, priorities were established for the various parts of the renovation plan to insure 
that whatever funding we were able to secure and have the members approve, would be directed at the most 
needed renovations first. 
At the Parish Meeting on February 28, 2010 the work of the Facilities Renovation Committee will be presented 
to the members for discussion and a decision on how to proceed. 

********************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************    

NLSA Seeks Nominations to Executive Council 
The Nominations Committee for NLSA is seeking two individuals to serve a four year term on 
its eight member Executive Council (school board).  If you or someone you know has a 
passion for Lutheran education and a willingness to serve, please contact your delegate, 
Pastor Arnold, for more information.  The deadline for nominations is March 10th.   

********************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Book of the Month for March This beautiful book offers reflections of a medical 
doctor on the physical and mental anguish Jesus 
endured in the hours leading up to His death. Enrich 
your meditation on Christ's passion using prayers 
and hymns paired with moving commentary and 
masterpieces of art from artists including 
Michelangelo, Rubens, Dali, and Siqueiros.  
This devotional book can be used any time during 
the Church Year to reflect on the Passion of Jesus, 
but is particularly appropriate during the seasons of 
Lent and Holy Week. 
The Editor of this book, Dr Kent J. Burreson, will be 
the main presenter at this year’s Elder’s Retreat in 
April.  Dr. Burreson serves on the faculty of 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis.  Pastor Arnold has a 
copy of this book for your review.  CPH $29.99 
(well worth it!) 


