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 And all went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, 

from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is Bethlehem because they were from 

the house and lineage of David… 

 Augustus, grandnephew and heir of Julius Caesar was Rome’s first emperor. He ruled for 

quite a while, actually. Although he was a godless ruler and despised the institution of marriage, he 

did promote peace within the empire. Also, he was diligent about making sure that those who were 

from the places he ruled were paying their share of taxes. So, he required that all the citizens be 

registered where they held linage. And so this carpenter and his betrothed would need to journey from 

where they lived, to where they were from to carry out this requirement. 

 So they did. And God uses a godless emperor to put into motion the events that would lead to 

the fulfillment of the Scriptures. The prophet Micah said, “But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are 

too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in 

Israel.” So Mary, great with child, and Joseph would go UP from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, 

to Bethlehem, their ancestral. 

 I’m not sure if you have ever looked at a map of the Holy Land… either a modern map or a 

map that shows the regions and towns of the ancient world… you will notice that Nazareth, where 

Joseph and Mary live, is well north of the town of Bethlehem. However, the Luke account says 

explicitly that they went UP to Bethlehem. When we embark on a trip to the south, we will tell people 

that we are going down… I’m going down to Springfield, Missouri. I’m going down to Texas. In fact, 

that’s the way it was in the ancient world to. When going south they would say down and when going 

north they would say up. So why do you suppose Luke’s Gospel says they went UP to Bethlehem 

when they were going south? 

 When people traveled to the Temple in Jerusalem, the bible always said they went up. The 

reason is because you always go up to the Temple. The Temple is on a mount… And Jerusalem itself 

is a city on a hill. But more so, the reason one goes up is because of the majesty of God. You ascend 

to see God or to be in His presence, you do not descend to God. You are not “higher” than God so 

you always go up to the Temple, up to Jerusalem. 

 And in the text from Luke 2 Mary and Joseph go “up” to this little town… so little and 

insignificant by most standards. It’s much smaller than Nazareth. It’s much less significant, too. But 

they go up. They go up because this is the place where the Savior, the King of kings is to be born and 

Luke is careful to tell you that. They go up because when this child is born, that is the place where 

God is. Before the incarnation of Jesus, the people met God in the Temple. Now, they meet God, they 

see Him face to face in the form a baby born in Bethlehem. Here is the embodiment of the Temple in 

this little child. Here is where all life and forgiveness stands… or where He lay… before the world. 

 It’s wonderful news. And maybe confusing to some but Luke helps us realize that above all 

else, this boy Jesus is more important that anything including the Temple in Jerusalem. Even more, 

the Shepherds, when they talk about seeing Jesus, they used the language they are used to. After the 

angels visited them and said, “fear not, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy that will be 

for ALL people…” The good tidings is the Gospel (good news is the word Gospel in the New 



Testament) message that is for all the people… people like lowly and despised shepherds in a field.  

People like Gentile Magi who come bearing gifts in the future. The Good News is for all people of 

all time, wrapped in swaddling clothes and laying in a manger. 

 And now today, all of us go UP to see our Lord and Savior Jesus. Yes, us lowly and despised. 

Sometimes we are lowly compared to the world’s standards, but not our Lord’s standards. Sometimes 

we are considered despised in our own minds because of our sins or the minds of those who think 

they are more righteous than you. But you, although you are a sinner and have not one thing in your 

own heart that warrants God’s love for you, He loves you anyway because you belong to Him. He 

comes to lowly Bethlehem to bring His unending grace to His beloved children. 

 Today, on this Christmas Eve, God’s people come up to Christ Lutheran Church. No, this is 

not Jerusalem or Bethlehem. But it is the place of God. This is the place where God is present and 

where He meets you. Today, in our glorious songs of the Christ Child born to save sinners… today 

in our glorious praises to the one who is born King of the Jews… today God comes to be with His 

people. And today God shows us something about Himself. And what He shows us is very important. 

 He is not a God who shows Himself in splendor. Rather, He is a God who comes in human 

form… taking on flesh so that He might live like we live, suffer like we suffer and even more. So that 

He might die a worse death than us. It’s worse because it was so horrible. It was worse because He 

descended into hell so that we don’t have to. His death on a cross was so terrible so that ours, though 

death is terrible, might result in the joy that God desires for all of us. It results in our eternal life in 

heaven. 

 Notice how our Lord comes down… down to earth… down to a small little town, down 

(humble) in the flesh of man… down further to be rejected by man… to be sent to a cross by His own 

creation. He came down so that He might bring us up. Up to Bethlehem. Up to that holy manger. Up 

to behold where He meets His people. Up to righteousness that God wins for you. He becomes the 

lowly to give you forgiveness and life. He comes down so that you are brought up in life eternal. 

 The Christmas story includes a man high up… Augustus. Men who were down low… 

Shepherds… a couple who travels up… Mary and Joseph. A child who seemed so lowly, but was a 

King… to save the lowly. To love and save those who were thought unworthy. The Christmas story 

is about the opposites. God comes as a lowly child to thwart the proud, high and mighty. Today we 

go up with Mary and Joseph to worship the new born King. Today our righteousness has come unto 

us. The Lord bless you and keep you this Christmas celebration. Amen. 

 

 The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus.  Amen. 


