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 The Gospel text appointed for this day is a parable.  Usually we think of parables as “stories” that 

Jesus made up to serve as examples of God’s expectations, His mercy, His love… whatever He desired to 

communicate through illustration.  What is unique about this particular parable is that Jesus names the main 

character.  He doesn’t do that in His other parables.  Some think that because there is a name, this parable 

might be based on a real account – something that actually happened.  Perhaps the people knew about this 

guy named Lazarus and how he was laid outside the rich man’s gate… how much of a mess he was… how 

rich the rich man was. 

 That’s possible, I suppose. However, I think it’s more likely that Jesus names the main character 

because He wants us to know that this man has a name that is indicative of God’s character.  The name 

Lazarus means: the one whom God helps. 

 And God did help him, right?  He more than helped him… right into heaven.  It says in the text that 

the poor man died and the angels carried him to Abraham’s side.  This word in the original language is the 

same as when John, the disciple who Jesus loved, reclined at the table and placed his head close to Jesus at 

the Last Supper in John 13.  You get the sense that for Lazarus, his reward was not just heaven… but a 

place so close to God that he was put next to Abraham – the bosom of Abraham.  We see this because we 

hear and know the whole story, how Lazarus lived up to his name: the one whom God helps. 

 But if we were standing right there next to Lazarus… if we were the ones laying weak, crippled, 

poor, and starving next to the entrance of the rich man’s glorious estate… perhaps we would think his name 

(the one whom God helps) is more ironic than real.  For example, it would be like calling an overweight 

man, slim – or a bald man, curly.  From eyes on the ground… eyes that can only see the present-day plight… 

this man is suffering.  This man is alone.  This man is the furthest away from God’s help because if God 

were helping him, he wouldn’t be poor, weak, crippled and sitting outside begging.  He wouldn’t be sitting 

there while dogs licked his sores.  This is not a man God is helping, we might think.  We could stand there 

all day and not see his plight change.  And then day after day, you move him from the gate back to his spot 

under the shade tree… or on a mat… or wherever the man lives.  You do it again and again.  From the 

perspective on the ground… this man was quite “misnamed.” 

 The rich man was different.  He had it all. He seemed to be the guy the Lord was helping. He wanted 

for nothing.  He feasted sumptuously every single day.  He was clothed with pure fine linen most likely 

imported from Egypt – probably referring to his underwear.  If he had a gate to the entrance to his estate, 

we know that he was very wealthy and that his living quarters were exquisite. We are given the impression 

that he was comfortable in every aspect of life.  He seems to have the motor functions of all his appendages 

and lacks no physical flaw.  This man had it all – The Lord was surely helping this guy.  From the 

perspective of the ground, we might think, this is the guy who should be named “Lazarus.” 

 Jesus says that the Heavenly Father, “makes his sun rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on 

the just and on the unjust.”  We know this to be true.  The righteous and the unrighteous of this world see 

God’s goodness put before them.  Sometimes we see that the people who deserve it less are the people who 

seem to get God’s blessings all the more.  This is God.  He gives more than what is deserved.  He gives 

more than any of us deserve – no matter if we think we have a little, or a lot. 

 There is a lot that this parable teaches.  But the one thing, for the purpose of this message today, that 

I would like for you to keep in mind is that God’s help extends beyond our vision.  God’s care must be seen 

with a “bigger picture” in mind.  God’s care is present when suffering occurs and things don’t seem right 

with the world right now or any other day.  This parable shows us the whole story.  We get to see how 

Lazarus received glory in heaven and how the man who had it all on earth was left with eternal torment. 



 Our torment, in the days we experience right now are a result of a few different “vision blockers.”  

The first vision blocker is that we only live in the present day.  I know, we are told to live in the here and 

now… and this is the only place where we happen to find ourselves… but we can’t understand that God is 

for us by only looking at the present.   

 In other words, look into the past.  Remember how God pulled you through that very difficult time 

when you thought there was no hope.  Look how God blessed you and be reminded that those blessings 

have grown for you as you see them today.  Yes, your past days were both good and bad.  But understand 

that God was with you… see you through… during both.  And here you are today… still going… challenges 

and all. 

 Second, we have a vision block in the present as well.  Pandemics… riots… injustice… you name 

it.  All negative.  All about what is wrong with this world.  We aren’t sure if we can take it anymore.  If 

disease doesn’t take us, we might think, then the brokenness and disunity of our society will sure be our 

end.  Yes, the troubling parts of this world is always easier to see when the silence of God seems deafening. 

It becomes easier to trust the loudest voice especially when God’s voice is not heard or seen. 

 Third, we have vision block for the future.  Today, it can be hard to trust God’s Word when it says: 

“And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called 

according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28).  But if we are taught anything from this parable in Luke 16, God 

rewards the faithful. No matter what today brings, eternal life awaits those who remain faithful… trust in 

God.  He knows what He is doing… even if you are suffering.  He is there with you.  Keep your eye on the 

bigger picture.  Your story continues. God knows it from beginning to end. 

 We sinners have blocked, or “myopic” vision. We, at times, fail to see God at work, fail to think 

that He is with us when sufferings occur, and – even the most myopic – we fail to see past ourselves. Tough 

times do this to us.  Woe is me.  And I get it.  That’s easy to do.  I feel this way from time to time as well.  

But our vision must remain clear.  Where is our neighbor, we must ask?  What can I do to look past our 

plight, we should think?  Where does the Word of God say God is in all of this, we must consider?  

Otherwise, God remains far away… out of view… and we start to believe with our hearts that He does not 

care. 

 But He does care.  Even when suffering and despair infiltrate the narrative of this fallen world.  With 

clarity, our Lord shows us in His Word the cross of Jesus.  We… with an eye to the past… see clearly 

through the work of the Holy Spirit in His Word all that Jesus endured on Good Friday for you.  Our eyes 

see… that Jesus was raised and so are we. 

 He does care, because in our present day, Jesus is ours… just like today.  He has made you a part of 

this holy family.  We are His brothers and sisters.  He gathers us, calls us, and enlightens us with His gifts.  

He gives His promise of forgiveness and salvation in His Holy Meal… Calls His very own through the 

waters of Holy Baptism.  

 He does care, because God gives us a hope and a future.  A future that is like that of Lazarus and 

not the rich man.  A future, not because of the good inside of us, but because of the perfection of God, His 

blood shed for you and me, and His promise of life and salvation to all who believe in Him. 

 Beloved, let’s not be confused.  The rich man does not go into the depths of hell because he’s rich.  

He goes because his faith is not in God but in his things and himself.  It’s not a sin to be rich, as long as 

God comes first.  Lazarus doesn’t go to heaven because he’s poor.  He goes to heaven because he is faithful 

to the Lord.  Aptly named Lazarus is the one whom God helps. 

 And He helps you… you Lazarus.  It’s hard. It’s difficult.  But the Lord is with you.  Day in and 

day out.  Have your eyes on Jesus.  He says… never will I leave you… Never will I forsake you.  You can 

count on it.  Amen. 

  

 The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  

Amen. 


