
           

Dear Faithful-of-God, 

As this issue of The Shepherd’s Staff comes into your home, we have already moved from 

the “Festival Half” into the “non-Festival Half” of the Church Year; the “Half Year of our 

Lord” into the “Half Year of The Church.”  From the First Sunday in Advent up to and 

including the Festival of the Trinity (this year, May 27
th

) the liturgical emphasis has been 

upon God’s doing for and with us.  From now until the end of the Church Year (this year, 

November 25
th
), our liturgical emphasis will be upon our doing for and with God, His 

Church-at-large, and our Parish-family in specific.  The predominate liturgical color in the 

chancel and worn on the pastor’s stole is green.  GREEN IS THE COLOR OF LIFE AND 

GROWTH. 

As individual human beings, each one of us, is interested in and watchful for our own 

physical well-being, growth, and living.  Those of us who are parents (regardless of the age 

of our children) are, also, very interested in and watchful for the physical life and growth of 

our children. 

What has been said about the “physical” is and must be said about the “spiritual.”  

Individually, you and I are to be watchful, concerned about, sensitive to the need for our own 

and individual spiritual growth.  Our Heavenly Father, in His “parental” rule, is very 

sensitive to, watchful for, interested in the spiritual growth, increase, well-being, and life of 

His children.  It is a fact of biological life that there must be the consumption of food for life 

to be sustained, for growth to be realized.  This same fact is true in the realm of spiritual life. 

Thank God He has made spiritual food available… BOUNTIFULLY… to us and upon us.  

His Word is available to us in many, many modes, i.e. personal Bible study, family Bible 

study, Parish-family Bible class (Sunday School, Teen and Adult Bible classes, Vacation 

Bible School, Weekday School, Pre-Kindergarten)… even in the Divine Service with the 

Word of God spoken, prayed, chanted, and the hearing of the sermon. 

Are you growing or are you just subsisting?  You know if your spiritual growth is in keeping 

with God’s gracious will for you!  Are you subsisting or worse, atrophying?  If you are not 

growing at the rate that you and God know you should be… well?  It’s not due to the 

unavailability of food!  Therefore, we know what the problem is. 

The Lord of all life and growth desires to give you Himself… to forgive you… to redeem 

you.  Take Him up on this grandiose offer.  You won’t ever find a better one.  We desire to 

see you in the Lord’s House.  Join us and be fed! 

 

Yours in Christ and for Growth,  

Pastor Arnold 
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Abraham’s Faith 
  In modern theology, it is fashionable these days to speak of three Abrahamic faiths: Judaism, 
Islam, and Christianity.  Sources like Time and Newsweek magazines and the History Channel 
programming will say as much.  They say that Judaism is the Abrahamic faith by reason of Abraham’s 
descendants, Isaac and Jacob (Israel).  They say that Islam is the Abrahamic faith by descent from 
Ishmael.  Christianity is the Abrahamic faith by faith in Christ.  But how can a religion be the 
Abrahamic faith if it is not the faith of Abraham? Just what is Abraham’s faith? What did Abraham 
believe? 
 In the Old Testament reading for the first Sunday after Trinity (this year, June 3rd), Moses writes 
of Abraham, “And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness” (Gen. 15:6).  In 
the Gospel on the same day, Lazarus the beggar is carried by angels to “Abraham’s bosom” (Luke 
16:22).  This is a way of describing heaven because of how Abraham received righteousness.  Through 
Abraham’s lengthy conversation with the rich man, the patriarch states unequivocally that salvation is 
found nowhere else than in the hearing of Moses and the Prophets (Luke 16:29-31) which find their 
fulfillment in Christ (Luke 24:44).   
 St. Paul describes Abraham’s faith in this way: “But to him who does not work but believes on 
him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness” (Rom. 4:5).  Paul goes on in his 
Epistle to the Galatians (4:21-31) to demonstrate that it is through faith that we are heirs of the promise 
God gave to Abraham.  The seed of Abraham are not his blood descendants (John 1:12-13).  They are 
not an ethnically or culturally or geographically identifiable people.  The seed of Abraham are those 
who through faith are joined to the seed of Abraham, the seed of the woman who crushed the head of 
the serpent. 
  But, one may ask, “Isn’t it a harmless concession to grant adherents to Islam and modern 
Judaism their claim to be Abrahamic faiths? Are they not monotheistic, after all? Don’t they have a 
bond with Abraham that other nonmonotheistic religions don’t have? Don’t they hold the basic moral 
tenets summarized in the Ten Commandments such as forbidding perversion to marriage, killing the 
unborn, and engaging in other crimes against the Creator? Are there not three Abrahamic faiths?” If 
faith is a matter of adherence to a culture of civility, decency, and basic morality, we could join 
together with all “people of faith” regardless of their creed.  But this is not faith.  And it is most 
certainly not the faith of Abraham.  Abraham is our father precisely because we belong to Christ, and 
Christ is the seed of Abraham in whom all the nations of the world are blessed. 

The most iconic scene of Abraham’s life was the near sacrifice of his son Isaac (Gen. 22).  In this 
event, Abraham’s faith in the Messiah Christ Jesus was put to the test by God.  When he was prepared 
to kill his son, his only son, whom he loved, God was revealing to Abraham the vicarious satisfaction 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.  The same Angel of the LORD who kept Abraham from slaying Isaac on Mt. 
Moriah offered Himself to be slain on Mt. Calvary.  The ram replaced Isaac on Mt. Moriah.  The Lamb 
replaced the ram on Mt. Calvary.  Abraham trusted in the sacrifice typified on the mountain where he 
was ready to sacrifice his son.  Christians rightly call Abraham father by this faith. 

Abraham was a Christian.  There is no Abrahamic faith besides Christianity.  And there is 
perhaps no greater “smoking gun” in the topic of Abrahamic faith than that of Jesus’ conversation with 
the Jews who had believed in Him: “They answered him, ‘Abraham is our father.’  Jesus said to them, 
‘If you were Abraham’s children, you would be doing what Abraham did, but now you seek to kill me, 
a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. This is not what Abraham did … Your father 
Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day.  He saw it and was glad’” (John 8:39-41, 56). 

The faith that trusts in Abraham’s God who justifies the ungodly is the faith that God reckons as 
righteousness.  The righteousness of faith is our greatest treasure.  It is what makes us children of God.   
    
In Christ’s Service, 
Pastor Froiland 
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 YOUTH NEWS  
 

SR-LYF/JR-LYF/Kids For Christ  
          Grades 9-12            Grades 6-8                     Grades 1-5      

HEIT’S POINT 
SUMMER CAMPS 

Contact Deacon NOW if still interested.  Several of 
the different camp sessions have limited availability. 
 

 

SR-LYF / JR-LYF 
Grades 9-12                          Grades 6-8 

LYF  FLOAT TRIP  
Friday-Saturday  –  June 1 - 2 

 

Many Christ Lutheran SR-LYF Members (Grades 9-12) 
and JR-LYF Members (Grades 6-8) will be floating and 
enjoying fellowship with Youth and Adults from Saint 
Stephen Lutheran Church!  For the 12th (mostly) 
annual float trip, approximately 50 participants have 
made commitments to attend. 
 

 
 

Little Lambs       Kids For Christ    
         Infant-Kindergarten                 Grades 1-5                                

PENGUIN PARK PLAY 

DAY AND ICE CREAM 
Sunday, June 3        2:00 – 3:30 PM 

 

Little Lambs, Kids For Christ, (and JR-LYF member 
siblings) are invited to an afternoon of play and some 
ice cream at Penguin Park. 
 

 

 

CHRIST LUTHERAN’S 

VACATION 

BIBLE SCHOOL 
Monday – Thursday        July 23 – 26  

 
Registration Form on CLC Website 

www.christlc.net  
 

 

SENIOR ‘18  
 

RECOGNITION  
AND  

SEND-OFF DAY 
 

July 29 
9:20 AM  

 
 

BETWEEN SERVICES – EPHPHATHA ROOM 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq03
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq03
http://www.christlc.net/


OASIS (Older Adult Seniors In Service) 
 

 

 

OASIS Ice Cream Social and Speaker 

 

At 1:30 on June 22 @ church, enjoy some refreshing ice cream and yummy toppings, 

to kick start your summer with OASIS. (All calories have been removed, of course.)  

We will host a speaker from Hearing Health Associates, who will speak on anything & 

everything you’ve wanted to know about hearing.  Everyone that attends will be able 

to take advantage of a free hearing test at one of their many locations. If you have 

any questions please see Howard or Judy Gibson or any member of the OASIS 

committee. 
 

Pantry Donations 

 

As of June 10 we will start collection for dry food and personal hygiene items for the 

SPEAC Food Pantry located in the Presbyterian Church in Parkville. SPEAC is a not-

for-profit Food Pantry supported by donations and volunteers.  Items may include, 

but not limited to: hamburger helper, tea bags, canned pineapple, dry beans, ramen 

noodles, sugar, mayonnaise, ketchup, personal hygiene items. 

Please drop off your donations on the table in the commons area through June 24. If 

you have any questions please see Howard or Judy Gibson.  Thank you! 

 

################################################### 

Weekday School Concludes 
The 2017-2018 Weekday School year concluded with our annual Movie Night for all grades on Wednesday, 

May 9
th

.  The kids, and several adults, enjoyed watching The Bee Movie.  We had 33 kids attending.  Five of 

our 7
th

 and 8
th

 graders were our ticket takers and helpers. 

We have such a wonderful teaching staff, for which I am very thankful!  Mary Buchholz was our first grade 

teacher; Rebecca Carnes, 2
nd

 grade; Lori Brinkmeyer, 3
rd

/4
th

 grade combined class; Diana Trumble, 5
th

/6
th

 

grade combined class; Deacon Buchholz, 7
th

 grade Church History class; and Pastor Arnold & Pastor 

Froiland, Confirmation class.  We had three amazing substitutes that would step up whenever needed: Kristy 

Rothert, Zaneta Scott and Shawn Smith.  Thank you to Andrea Arnold for teaching the music/choir portion 

of our Weekday School sessions.  Andrea does such a wonderful job with the kids and the music! 

We had a new kitchen director this year, Sara Froiland!  Thank you Sara, for volunteering to take on the 

position!  Then our amazing “prep crew” of Jan Sittig and Pat Toillion, with rotating weekly help from 

Sheryl Cozad, Janet Duff, Mary Groth, Carol Houghtlin, Liz Kimball, John Peer and Cindy Smith, always 

had the yummy meals ready for the kids to eat.  Jill Vincenti, Margie Oswald, John Winfrey, Carroll 

Scadden, Dalene Odegaard, Jackie Keck, Carla Jones and Katie Goodwin were all around at various times to 

help serve the meals and/or clean up.   

Again this year, we had three of our high school youth helping us out!  Jackson Winfrey was a huge help in 

the kitchen, helping to clean up after the meal time was over, and Natalie Brinkmeyer assisted in the 3
rd

/4
th

 

grade combined class.  Edna Oswald was available every week to assist with the 2
nd

 grade class and she also 

substituted for some of the older classes when needed.  We loved having these three teens around to help 

out!!   

Thank you so much to all those who have helped to make our Weekday School program a success for this 

past year.  It takes a small army to make this happen week in and week out, and I appreciate every single one 

of you!! 

In Christ, Kelli Smith 

 



Discipleship Data 
Accessions Baptized: 

Beau Hilligas, son of Leanne and Levi Hilligas, baptized April 15, 2018 

Rylee Marie and Laynee Arlene Hites, baptized April 29, 2018 

 

Accessions Communicant: 

Greg Nowlin – transfer from Cedar Hill Lutheran  Cedar Hill, MO 

 

Deletions: 

Kim Easterhaus – transfer to Bethany Lutheran  Overland Park, KS 

Gloria Kallenberger – transfer to the Church Triumphant – April 30, 2018  

      

New address: 

Alexandra (nee Penn) Wasko  Dist. 7   Katie Easley   Dist. 7 to 6 

10905 E. 56th Ter.      1505 NW Reiger Rd. 

Raytown, MO  64133-2920     KC, MO  64118-6494 

 

Lori Brinkmeyer   Dist. 8 to 3            Meredith & Erin Darlington Dist. 5 to 6 

6804 NW 74th St.      9562 N. Baltimore Ave.  

KC, MO  64152      KC, MO  64155 

 

Linda Lechowicz      Nathan Sittig 

7465 NW Damon Dr.       8833 N. Kenwood Ave. 

Parkville, MO  64152-5127     KC, MO  64155 

 

New phone numbers: 

Cvetan – Tom: 816-797-1522   Tonya: 816-490-5248 (no longer have home phone)            

 

Martin Luther Academy 
7112 N. Overland Dr.  Kansas City, MO  64151  816-734-1060 

 

MLA Golf Outing on Saturday, June 2 at 1:00 pm at the Liberty Hills Golf 
Course.  Go to www.martinlutheracademy.org to download the 
registration form. 
 

MLA Basketball Camp July 25 – 27 Thank you to Pastor Cal from St. 
Stephen Lutheran Church for being the Camp Leader again this year. Go 
to www.martinlutheracademy.org to download the registration form. 
 

MLA Volleyball Camp August 6-8 Go to www.martinlutheracademy.org to download the 
registration form. 
 

OPEN ENROLLMENT for the 2018-19 school year for Kindergarten – 8th Grade 
Contact Lisa Martens 816-217-6199 to set up a tour or if you have any questions.  
 

MLA Summer Office Hours 
Monday – Thursday 9 am – 12 pm 
  

http://www.martinlutheracademy/
http://www.martinlutheracademy/
http://www.martinlutheracademy/


June Acolytes 
  8:00am     10:45am  

June  Grayson Spidle     Jacob Baker, Joshua Keller 
 

Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do not stare 
out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing hymns and 
participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no later 
than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship!! 
 

Jacob Baker 10:45am 866-4093 
Forrest Boynton 10:45am 326-7191 
Brandon Cuda 10:45am 419-6976 
Chadron Cummins  8am 550-6829 
Thomas Henrichs 8am 286-3479 
Connor Henry 8am 584-2988 
Gus Jones 8am 547-4751 
Joshua Keller 10:45am 734-1962 

Matthew Knopp 10:45am 536-6278 
Jarien Montgomery 10:45am 785-341-9397 
Joseph Ramos 10:45am 519-3367 
Alex Smith 10:45am 407-7542 
Grayson Spidle 8am 913-742-8357 
Jackson Winfrey 10:45am 898-3846 
Joseph Winfrey 10:45am 898-3846 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Christ Lutheran Church & Tithe.ly 

You might be asking what Tithe.ly is. Well, it’s an online tithing platform that allows you to give 

directly from your computer or smartphone. You can use this completely free service to give online 

once while on vacation or to setup recurring online tithing. 

How does Tithe.ly work? 

It’s quite simple, just download the free app from either the Apple App Store for iPhone or the Google 

Play Store for Android. When you download the app just follow the directions to create an account. 

Add a preferred payment method (debit card or bank account). Then you can use the search tool to find 

our church, just search for “Christ Lutheran Church” and you’ll see our church in the results (just look 

for the address). Once you select our church you can choose to give once or setup recurring tithing. 

Recurring payment cycles can occur every week, every 2 weeks, every month, or every 1
st
 & 15

th
 

monthly. 

Again, this service is completely free, although you have the option to cover processing fees. You do 

not have to setup online giving but based off recommendations from our members, we decided to offer 

this option. Feel free to utilizing online giving and automated tithing via Tithe.ly but it’s not required. 

If you do decide to use Tithe.ly and don’t plan to use offering envelopes, please let a pastor know. 

 

******************************* 

Orchids and Onions 
 

Orchids to everyone who purchased geraniums for Pentecost:  Cozad, Arnold, Hopkins, 
Moore, Rothert, Hester, Pietsch, Heermann, Bartek, Chastain, Duff, Almstedt, Steffens, Turner, 

Faller, Easley, MacPherson, Truetken, Sinclair, Henrichs, Ramos, Rogers, and Durham.  Thank you. 
Orchids to the following people who are “retiring” from the Weekday School program:  Lori Brinkmeyer, 
Rebecca Carnes, Jackie Keck, Mary Buchholz and Jill Vincenti.  Thanks for you many years of service to our 
Weekday School.  We are very blessed to have had you give of your time and talents!! 
Orchids to everyone that donated items in for Our Redeemer pantry. Thank you so much! 
Orchids to Dee Dee Weymuth for making the confirmation flame banners as well as the baptism banners for 
the kids.  Your effort and kindness does not go unnoticed.  Thank you. 



We get letters…… 
 

To our dear friends at Christ Lutheran Parish, 

Thank you all for the kind prayers, cards, phone calls and all manner of good 

wishes for my bout with cancer and my continuing struggle with this disease.  

This will be an ongoing treatment program with many doctors and others in 

conjunction with KU Cancer Center and we ask that you continue to keep us in your prayers. 

Please also remember the researchers and doctors who are administering this technology and 

guide their efforts during what will surely be a challenging time. 

We know our Lord is in control of this and has a good purpose for it, as He always does. We praise 

Him for His bountiful blessings sent along with His tests for us. 

       Love, Jim, Carole and the Fredericks Family  

 

Dear saints of the Lord - Anne, myself, and my family want to thank you for all your prayers, 

support, and cards over the last seven months during our treatments and recovery from cancer. 

We are so grateful to God to say that both Anne and I have been declared cancer free. May God 

continue to grant us this great blessing. We are so grateful to God and to all of you!  

        Pastor Gier, Anne, Noah, Isabella, and Jonah  

 

Dear Marilyn, Lema, Pat, Debbie, Larry, Heidi, Joyce, Bev, Cindy, Becky, Nina, LaVerne, and 

Verda,     Thank you for the wonderful lunch that you provided following Mom’s funeral.  We were 

so blessed by your ministry.  We were able to spend time together in fellowship.  Thank you for 

helping us celebrate Mom’s life.   The Kallenberger Family 

 

************************************* 
VBS is set to make a "Splash" July 23-

26, 2018. We are looking for volunteers 

to help us get God's Promise on Life's 

Wild Ride message to as many kids as 

possible.  

If you want to be included to help us 

out, please email me at kelly.henrichs@lps53.org, text me at 

816-665-8117, or let Deacon know.    

      Thanks.  Kelly Henrichs, VBS Director 

********************* 

Weekday School is in need a teacher for the 2018-2019 school year.  Our 

Weekday School program is a long-standing tradition here at Christ 

Lutheran and the children of our congregation have benefited from it 

tremendously. Please consider serving in this important role!  Contact 

Kelli Smith, 816-377-5194, if interested. 

mailto:kelly.henrichs@lps53.org
tel:(816)%20665-8117


************************************************************** 

 
 

6/1 Bruce Dittmer 

 Karen Arendt 

 Scott Saving 

 Tarryn Fredde 

6/2 Bill Scheidker 

 Zachary Chrisman 

6/3 Scott Van Winkle 

 Katelyn Kennison 

 Gabriel Jones 

 Joseph Froiland 

6/4 Lindsay Seymour 

 Emma Dammann 

6/5 Rebecca Carnes 

 Marcus Smith 

 Evalena Johnson 

6/6 Amy Smith 

6/7 Kelli Smith 

6/8 Don Rea 

 Joseph Ramos 

6/10 Aaron Cockriel 

 Matthew Danner 

 Samuel Oetting 

6/11 Shannon Hollander 

6/13 Chad Waller 

 Natalie March 

 Grayson Jones 

6/14 Joyce Danner 

 Eric Page 

 Christopher Jones 

6/15 Yancy Scroggins 

 Joshua Graf 

 Adam Page 

 Caitlin Colvin 

6/16 Laynee Hites 

6/17 Karen Cuda 

 Katie Bayless 

 Dani Buse 

 Matthew Howard 

 Megan Ruhnke 

6/18 Robert Newhouse 

 Michael Danner 

 Jacob Baker 

 Kyler Long 

6/19 Brittany Morehead 

 Lynsey Carnes 

6/20 Patty Heermann 

 Mark Howard 

 Erika Stark 

6/22 Andrew Bicsak 

 Christopher Saving 

 Robert Marriott 

6/23 Amanda Hall 

6/24 Ginna Dammann 

6/25 Bradley Hagler 

6/26  Barbara Mahnken 

6/27 Nadia Morey 

 Brent Saving 

 Jessica March 

6/28 Lana Brethauer 

 Gary Kimball 

 Alexandra Wasko 

6/29 Gary Bartek 

 Sandra Thomas 

 Paula Chandler 

6/30 Dale Eggerstedt 

 Steven Brulja 

 Dylon Cox

 

******************************************************************* 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

Gloria Kallenberger 

 June 20, 1924 – April 30, 2018 
 

Jim Fredericks 

June 17, 1941 – May 20, 2018 
 

“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.”  Psalm 116:15 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Christ Lutheran – June 2018 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

          1 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

2 

3 

8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 
2pm – LL&KFC Play Day @Penguin Park 

4 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

5 

NO Bible 
Study 
7pm - Elders 

6 

7pm - Midweek Service - LS 

7 8 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

9 

10 

8am - Divine Service - LS     
9am - Fellowship  

9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 

10:45am - Divine Service 

2pm - Callers for Christ 

11 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

12 

NO Bible 
Study 
5:30pm – 
School 
Oversight Mtg. 
 

13 

7pm - Midweek Service  
14 15 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

16 

17 

8am - Divine Service            
9am - Fellowship  
9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 
10:45am - Divine Service - LS 
Noon - Oromo Worship 

18 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

19 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 

20 

7pm - Midweek Service - LS 
  

21 

7pm - Board of 
Directors 

22 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 
1:30am - OASIS 
Noon – Shep. 
Staff Deadline 

23 

24 

8am - Divine Service - LS     
9am - Fellowship w/10th Anniversary 
Celebration for Pr. Froiland 

9:30am - Bible Study & Sunday School 

10:45am - Divine Service 

25 

Pastors’ 
Day Off 

26 

10:30am -  
Bible Study 
2pm – Collate 
Shep. Staff 

27 

7pm - Midweek Service  
28 29 

6am - Men’s  
Bible Study 

30 

 

Float Trip 

MO District Convention 

Hallway Flooring being replaced 
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Acolytes:  8am – Grayson Spidle 
  10:45am – Jacob Baker, Joshua Keller 
 
Head Ushers:   8am – Lee Ketelsen   10:45am – David Lackey 

Ushers:  8am – John Henrichs, Mike Kelly 10:45am – Gary Bartek, Rob Henrichs 
 
 
Elder In Charge:  8am:  Rothert/Steffens  10:45am:  Repplinger 
Wednesdays:  6th – Rothert, 13th – Schach, 20th – Scroggins; 27th – S. Smith 
 

 

Greeters:   8am – Tom and Tanya Cvetan  10:45am –  
 

 
Counters:    
 
 

Altar Guild:     Servers       Linens  

   6/3  Chastain/Gibson/Vincenti    Truetken 

   6/6  Oswald/Schneider     Faller 

   6/10  Durham/Degnan/Moore    Faller 

   6/13  Vincenti/Schneider      

   6/17  Daugherty/Duff/Howard    Truetken  

  6/20  Rothert/Schneider     Faller 

  6/24  Sperl/Steffens/Truetken    Faller 

  6/27  Lewis/Goodwin      Truetken  
      

 Launder and Steam Cassocks and Acolyte Robes – ? 

 Launder and Steam Acolyte Cottas – Lorfing/Kelly 

 Launder and Steam & Pastors’ Surplices – Lorfing/Kelly 
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A Stewardship Lesson from God’s Word … Matthew 6:21 

 
“There are three conversions necessary to every man: the head, the heart, and 
the purse.” Attributed to Luther, though yet to be located in his vast writings, this 
statement echoes what Jesus taught about hearts and treasures when He said, “For 
where your treasure is, there will your heart be also” (Matthew 6:21). 

But which conversion comes first? The order is this: first the head, then the purse, 
and last the heart.  Here’s why: 

Our Lord Jesus Christ dwelt among us to save us.  He took on our flesh, fulfilled the 
demands of the law in our place, became sin for us, and suffered torture and death on 
our behalf, in order that we would be free from sin, death, and hell.  He gives us 
what He accomplished through Baptism, Absolution, and the Lord’s Supper.  

And so, He doesn’t just do it for us but gives it to us, makes what He did ours by 
making us His.  Thus, we are called by His name: Christians.  We have new life in 
Him.  

Through the preaching of Law and Gospel, God grants us repentance, a changing of 
our minds.  It is a conversion of the mind.  We are called to turn away from our sins 
and turn toward Him for forgiveness, life, and salvation.  For when God calls us 
away from something, He is, at the same time, calling us to something. 

And thus, He calls us to a new life with new deeds.  This is the conversion of the 
purse.  Jesus said that “it is easier for a camel to enter through the eye of a needle than for a rich 
person to enter the kingdom of God” (Matthew 19:24). “For where your treasure is, there will your 
heart be also.”  

Notice that our hearts follow our treasures, not the other way around.  As Christians, 
God calls us to invest our treasures in His Kingdom to ensure that the gospel is 
preached and the sacraments are administered.  He calls us to share all good things 
with the one who teaches us the doctrines of Christ.  He calls us to be generous in 
giving to the church, for it is more blessed to give than to receive.  

So where is your treasure? If it is not invested in the kingdom of God, in your 
household, and in your community, then the only response is repentance—a 
conversion of the heart—and to begin doing just that. And as our Lord promised, 
where your treasure is there your heart will be also.  

This is not to say that you earn your way into heaven. It is simply to say that as 
Christians, those who have been made to be temples of the Holy Spirit, who have 
been given a new life in Christ, who are dead to sin and now alive in Him, we are, 
actually, to live — think (conversion of the mind), do (conversion of the purse), and 
be (conversion of the heart) — a new life in Him.  

And when you fail, know that God in Christ loves and forgives you and still calls you 
away from sin and to Himself. 
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The race goes on. . .run with perseverance 
Prom is over, the Spring play has come and gone, only a concert here and 
there and the 2017-2018 school year will be finished.  I guess we could say 
we are in the “home stretch” of the year.  An appropriate reference when 
one considers this week’s annual “Run for the Roses” in Louisville, 
Kentucky.  The analogy continues when we contemplate an annual event 
like the Kentucky Derby with all its tradition and panache.  Our home 
stretch ends with graduation on Sunday, May 13th at 2 p.m.  A tradition 
like no other is a high school graduation.  At Lutheran High one of our 
revered traditions is to hand out roses to those special family members and friends 
who have loved and supported us along the way.  Our graduation happens to be on 
Mother’s Day, which is another time honored tradition.  Is there a better way to 
celebrate Mother’s Day than to watch one’s own child walk across the stage and 
clutch the diploma signifying achievement on one hand, and yet, marking entry into 
another phase of life long challenges? 
Life is a series of entrances and exits.  We believe we have conquered the world when 
we ascend one stage, only to realize the next set of stairs before us.  Each time we 
climb, we climb higher and the risk seems greater, the road becomes narrower, and 
yet the prize appears more valuable.  We push upward and onward through a blinding 
set of worldly obstacles hoping to achieve more on the next level.  Yes, it can all seem 
like a maze of confusion as we chase through life, sometimes adhering to arbitrary 
standards set by, and for others.  Be not deceived. 
Slow down, reflect on God’s blessings and search His Word for the answers to any 
questions that tend to confound us.  The answer is usually much simpler than we have 
been taught by the world.  There is no confounding maze, no hurdle too high, no 
obstacle too wide. 
Consider 1 Corinthians 9:24. . .”Run in such a way to get the prize.”  9:26 
“Therefore do not run like a man running aimlessly; do not fight like a man 
beating the air.” And Hebrews 12:1-2. . .” let us run with perseverance the race 
marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our 
faith.” 
Simple enough…He is risen….Alleluia! 
In His Service,   Dr. Cary Stelmachowicz    
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